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CDEIOSITIES GF LITEEATURE 


CHARLES THE FIRST. 

Op his romantic excursion into Spain for the Infanta, many 
curious particulars are scattered amongst foreign writers, 
which display the superstitious prejudices which prevailed on 
this occasion, and, perhaps, develops the mysterious polities of 
the courts of Spain and Rome. 

Cardinal Gaetano, who had long been nuncio in Spain, ob- 
serves, that the people, accustomed to revere the Inquisition 
as the oracle of divinity, abhorred the proposal of the mar- 
liage of the Infanta with an heretical prince ; but that the 
king’s council, and all wise politicians, were desirous of its 
accomplishment. Gregory XV. held a consultation of car- 
dinals, where it was agreed that the just apprehension which 
the English catholics entertained of being more cruelly per- 
secuted, if this marriage failed, was a sufficient reason to 
justify the pope. The dispensation was therefore imme- 
diately granted, and sent to the nuncio of Spain, with orders 
to inform the jPrince of Wales, in case of rupture, that no 
impediment of the marriage proceeded from the court of 
Rome, who, on the contrary, had expedited the dispensation. 

The prince’s excursion to Madrid was, however, universally 
blamed, as being inimical to state interests. Nani, author of 
a history of Venice, which, according to his digressive 
manner, is the universal history of his times, has noticed this 
affair. “ The people talked, and the English murmured more 
than any other nation, to see the only son of the king and 
heir of his realms ventm'e on so long a voyage, and present 
himself rather as a hostage, than a husband to a foreign 
court, which so widely differed in government and religion, to 
obtain hy force of prayer and supplications a woman whom 
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2 Charles the First, 

Philip and his ministers made a point of honour and con- 
science to refuse.”^ 

Houssaie observes, “ The English council were against it, 
but king Jamel obstinately resolved on it ; being over-per- 
suaded by Grondomar, the Spanish ambassador, whose facetious 
bumour and lively repartees greatly delighted him. G-on- 
domar persuaded him that the presence of the prince would 
not fail of accomplishing this union, and also the restitution 
of the electorate to his son-in-law the palatine. Add to this, 
the Earl of Bristol, the English ambassador-extraordinary at 
the court of Madrid, finding it his interest,, wrote repeatedly 
to his majesty that the success \^s certain if the prince came 
there, for that the Infanta would be charmed with his per- 
sonal appearance and polished manners. It was thus that 
James, seduced by these two ambassadors, and by his pa- 
rental affection for both his children, permitted the Prince of 
Wales to travel into Spain.” This account differs from Cla- 
rendon. 

Wicquefort says, “ that James in all this was the dupe of 
Gondomar, who well knew the impossibility of this mar- 
riage, which was alike inimical to the interests of politics 
nnd the Inquisition. Por a long time he amused his majesty 
with hopes, and^even got money for the household expenses 
of the future queen. He acted his part so well, that the 
King of Spain recompensed the knave, on his return, with a 
seat in the council of state.” There is preserved in the Bri- 
tish Museum a considerable series of letters which passed 
between James I. and the Duke of Buckingham and Charles, 
during their residence in Spain. 

* The prince and duke travelled under the assumed names of John and 
Thomas Smith. King James wrote a poem on this expedition, of which 
the first and last verses are as follow. A coi>y is preserved among the 
KawlinsoH MSS., Bodleian Libraiy : — 

** What sudden change hath darked of late 
The glory of the Arcadian state ? 

The fleecy flocks refuse to feed, 

The lambs to play, the ewes to breed ; 

The altars smoke, the offerings burn, 

Till Jack and Tom do safe return. 

Kind shepherds that have loved them long^ 

Be not too rash in censuring wrong , 

Correct your fears, leave off to mourn, 

The heavens shall favour their return I 
Commit the care to Koyal Pan, 

Of Jack his son, and Tom his man,’*. 
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I shall glean some further particulars concerning this mys- 
terious affair from two English contemporaries, Howel and 
Wilson, who wrote from their own observations. Howel 
had been employed in this projected match, and resided 
during its negotiation at Madrid. 

Howel describes the first interview of Prince Charles and 
the Infanta. “ The Infanta wore a blue riband about her 
arm, that the prince might distinguish her, and as soon as she 
saw the prince her colour rose very high.” — Wilson informs 
us that /‘two days after this interview the prince was in- 
vited to run at the ring, where his fair mistress was a spec- 
tator, and to the glory of his fortune, and the great content- 
ment both of himself and the lookers-on, he took the ring 
the very first course.” Howel, writing from Madrid, says, 
“ The people here do mightily magnify the gallantry of the 
journey, and cry out that he deserved to have the Infanta 
thrown into his arms the first night he came.’^ The people 
appear, however, some time after, to doubt if theJEnglish had 
any religion at all. Again, “ I have seen the prince have his 
eyes immovably fixed upon the Infanta half an hour together 
in a thoughtful speculative posture./ Olivares, who was no 
friend to this match, coarsely observed that the prince 
watched her as a cat does a mouse. Charles indeed acted 
everything that a lover in one of the old romances could have 
done.* He once leapt over the walls of her garden, and only 
retired by the entreaties of the old marquis who then 
guarded her, and who, falling on his knees, solemnly protested 
that if the prince spoke to her his head would answer for it. 
He watched houi’s in the street to meet with her ; and Wil 
son says he gave such liberal presents to the court, as well as 
Buckingham to the Spanish beauties, that the Lord Treasurer 
Middlesex complained repeatedly of their wasteful pro- 
digality.t 

* In MS. HarL, 6987, is preserved Buckingham’s letter to James I., 
describing the first interview. Speaking of the prince, he says, “Baby 
Charles is himself so touched at the heart, that he confesses all he ever 
yet saw is nothing to her, and swears, that if he want her, there shall be 
blows.” 

t Though Buckingham and Charles were es^igemt of jewels for presents, 
the king was equally profuse in sending until he had exhausted his store. 
Considerably more than 150,000?. worth were consigned to Spain. In a 
letter from Newmarket, March 17, 1623, preserved in HarleianMS. 6987, 
he enumerates a large quantity to be presented to the Infanta ; and he is 
equally careful that Prince Charles should be well supplied ; “ As for thee, 

b2 
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Charles the First. 


Let us now observe by wbat mode tbis match was con- 
sented to by the courts of Spain and Eome. Wilson informs 
us that Charles agreed “ That any one should freely propose 
to Mm the arguments in favour of the catholic religion, 
without giving any impediment ; but that he would never, 
directly or indirectly, permit any one to speak to the Infanta 
against the same.” They probably had tampered with 
Charles concerning his religion. A letter of Gregory XY. to 
him is preserved in Wilson’s life, but its authenticity has been 
doubted. Olivares said to Buckingham, “ You gave me some 
assurance and hope of the prince’s turning catholic.'*^ The 
duke roundly answered that it was false. The Spanish 
minister, confounded at the bluntness of our English duke, 
broke from him in a violent rage, and lamented that state 
matters would not suffer him to do himself justice. This 
insult was never forgiven ; and some time afterwards he at- 
tempted to revenge himself on Buckingham, by endeavouring 
to persuade ^James that he was at the head of a conspiracy 
against him. 

We hasten to conclude these anecdotes, not to be found in 
the pages of Hume and Smollett. — ^Wilson says that both 
kingdoms rejoiced:— “ Preparations were made in England to 
entertain the Infanta; a new church was built at Sfc. 
Jarbes’s, the foundation-stone of which was laid by the 
Spanish ambassador, for the pubiio exercise of her religion ; 
her portrait was multiplied in every corner of the town ; 
such as hoped to flourish under her eye suddenly began to be 
powerful. In Spain (as Wilson quaintly expresses himself) 
the substance was as much courted as the shadow here. 
Indeed the Infanta, Howel tells us, was applying hard to the 
English language, and was already called the Princess of 
England. To conclude, — Charles complained of the repeated 
delays ; and he and the Spanish court parted with a thousand 
civilities. The Infanta however observed, that had the 
Prince loved her, he would not have quitted her.” 

How shall we dispel those clouds of mystery with which 
politics have covered this strange transaction ? It appeal's 
that James had in view the restoration of the palatinate to 

Boy sweet gossip, I send thee a fair table diamond for wearing in thy hat.” 
The king ingenionsly prompts them to present the Infanta with a small 
looking-glass to hang at her girdle, and to assure her that “ by art magic, 
whensoever she shall he pleased to look in ir, slio ihall tee tlie fairest lady 
that either her brother’s or your father’s dominions can afford.” 
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Duke of Buckingham, 

his daughter, whom he could not effectually assist ; that the 
court of Eome had speculations of the most dangerous ten- 
dency to the protestant religion ; that the marriage was 
broken off by that personal hatred which existed between 
Olivares and Buckingham ; and that, if there was any sin- 
cerity existing between the parties concerned, it rested with 
the Prince and the Infanta, who were both youthful and ro- 
mantic, and were but two beautiful ivory balls in the hands 
of great players. 


DUKE OP BUCKINOHAM. 

The Duke of Buckingham, in his bold and familiar nninner, 
appears to have been equally a favourite with James I. and 
Charles I. He behaved with singular indiscretion both at 
the courts of France and Spain, 

Various anecdotes might be collected from the memoir 
writers of those countries, to convince us that our court was 
always little respected by its ill choice of this ambassador. 
His character is hit off by one master-stroke from the pencil 
of Hume: ‘‘He had,” says this penetrating observer of men, 
“ English familiarity and French levity so that he was in 
full possession of two of the most offensive qualities an am- 
bassador can possess. 

Sir Henry Wotton has written an interesting life of our 
duke. At school his character fully discovered itself, even at 
that early period of life. He would not apply to any serious 
studies, but excelled in those lighter qualifications adapted to 
please in the world. He was a graceful horseman, musician, 
and dancer. His mother withdrew him from school at the 
early age of thirteen, and he soon became a domestic fa- 
vourite. Her fondness permitted him to indulge in every 
caprice, and to cultivate those agreeable talents which were 
natural to him. His person was beautiful, and his manners 
insinuating. In a word, he was adapted to become a 
courtier. The fortunate opportunity soon presented itself ; for 
James saw him, and invited him to court, and showered on him, 
with a prodigal hand, the cornucopia of royal patronage. 

Houssaie, in his political memoirs, has detailed an anecdote 
of this duke, only known to the English reader in the 
general observation of the historian. When he was sent tO' 
France, to conduct the Princess Henrietta to the arms of 
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Charles I., he had the insolence to converse with the Queen 
of France, not as an ambassador, but as a lover ! The Mar- 
chioness of Senecy, her lady of honour, enraged at seeing this 
conversation continue, seated herself in the ai'in-chair of the 
Queen, who that day was confined to her bed ; she did this 
to hinder the insolent duke from approaching the Queen, 
and probably taking other liberties. As she observed that he 
still persisted in the lover, Sir,” she said, in a severe tone of 
voice, “ you must learn to be silent ; it is not thus we ad- 
dress the Queen of France,” 

This audacity of the duke is further confirmed by Nani, in 
his sixth book of the History of Venice ; an historian who is 
not ajpt to take things lightly. For when Buckingham was 
desirous of once more being ambassador at that court, in 
1626, it was signified by the French ambassador, that for 
reasons well knoxon to himself his person would not be agree- 
able to his most Christian majesty. In a romantic threat, 
the duke exclaimed, he would go and see the queen in spite 
of the French court ; and to this petty affair is to be ascribed 
the war between the two nations 1 

The Marshal de Bassompiere, in the journal of his embassy, 
affords another instance of his “ English familiarity.” He 
says, The King of England gave me a long audience, and a 
very disputatious one. He put himself in a passion, while I, 
without losing my respect, expressed myself freely. The Duke 
of Buckingham, when he observed the king and myself very 
warm, leapt suddenly betwixt his majesty and me, exclaiming, 
‘ I am come to set all to rights betwixt you, ivhich I think is 
high time.* ” 

Cardinal Richelieu hated Buckingham as sincerely as did 
the Spaniard Olivares. This enmity was apparently owing 
to the cardinal writing to the duke without leaving any space 
open after the title of Monsieur; the duke, to show his 
equality, returned his answer in the same paper-spaidng ” 
manner, Richelieu was jealous of Buckingham, whose favour 
with the Queen of France was known. 

This ridiculous circumstance between Richelieu and Buck- 
ingham renpdnds me of a similar one, which happened to two 
: Spanish Lords : — One signed at the end of his letter el Mar- 
^ "qim (the Marquis), as if the title had been peculiar to him- 
self for its excellence. His national vanity received a dreadful 
reproof from his correspondent, who, jealous of his equality, 
signed oteo Marques (akothee Marquis), 



The Death of Charles IX. 7 

An anecdote given by Sir Henry Wotton offers a characte- 
ristic trait of Charles and his favourite : — 

They were now entered into the deep time of Lent, and 
could get no flesh into their inns; whereupon fell out a 
pleasant passage (if I may insert it by the way among more 
serious) : — There was near Bayon a herd of goats with their 
young ones ; on which sight Sir Eichard Grraham (master of 
the horse to the marquis) tells the marquis he could snap 
one of the kids, and make some shift to carry him close 
to their lodgings ; which the prince overhearing, ' Why, 
Eichard,’ says he, ‘ do you think you may practise here your 
old tricks again upon the borders ?’ Upon which word they 
flrst gave the goatiherd good contentment, and then while 
the marquis and his servant, being both on foot, were 
chasing the kid about the flock, the prince from horseback 
killed him in the head with a Scottish pistol. Let this serve 
lor a journal parenthesis, which yet may show how his high- 
ness, even in such light and sportful damage, had a noble 
sense of just dealing.” 


THE DEATH OF CHAELIS IX. 

De, Catet is an old French controversial writer, but is 
better known in French literature as an historian. His 
Qhronologie Xovenaire is full of anecdotes unknown to other 
writers. He collected them from his own observations, foi 
he was under-preceptor to Henry lY. The dreadful massacre 
of St. Bartholomew took place in the reign of Charles IX, ; 
on which occasion the English court went into mourning. 
The singular death of Charles has been regarded by the 
Huguenots as an interposition of divine justice: he died 
bathed in his blood, which burst from his veins. The horrors 
of this miserable pnnce on his dying bed are forcibly depicted 
by the anecdotes I am now collecting. I shall premise, how- 
ever, that Charles \vas a mere instrument in the hands of his 
mother, the political and cruel Catherine of Medicis. 

Dr. Cayet, with honest naivete^ thus relates what he knew 
to have passed a few hours before his death. 

“ King Charles, feeling himself near his end, after having 
passed some time without pronouncing a word, said, as he 
turned himself on one side, and as if he seemed to awake, 
' Call my brother !’ The queen mother was present, who im- 
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The Death of Charles IX, 

Mediately sent for the Duke of Alen^on. The king perceiving 
hig^^ turned his hack, and again said, ^ Let my brother come !* 
ThI queen, his mother, replied, ‘ Sir, I do not know whom 
you mean ; here is your brother.’ The king was displeased, 
and said,/ Let them bring my brother the King of Navarre ; 
it is he who is my brother.’ The queen mother observing 
the dying monarch’s resolute order, sent for him ; but, for 
reasons known only to herself, she commanded the captain of 
the guards to conduct him under the vaults. They went to 
the King of Navarre, and desired him to come and speak to 
the king ; at that moment, this prince has since repeatedly 
said, he felt a shuddering and apprehension of death so much 
that be would not go. But King Charles persisting on his 
coming, the queen mother assured him that he should receive' 
no injury. In this promise, however, he put little trust. He 
went, accompanied by the Yiscount d’Auchy, on whose word 
he chiefly relied. Having, however, observed under these 
vaults a great number of halberdiers and arquebusiers in 
ranks, he would have returned, when the viscount and the 
.captain reassured him that no harm should happen to him. 
The soldiers bowed, and their behaviour was respectful. By 
a private staircase he entered the chamber of the king, who, 
immediately on perceiving him, turned towards him, and 
stretched out his anhs. The King of Navarre was affected ; 
he sighed and wept, and fell on his knees at the side of the 
hed. Charles embraced, and having kissed him, said, ‘ My 
brother, you lose a good master and a good friend. I know 
it is not you who occasions me so much trouble ; had I be- 
lieved what they said, you would not have been alive ; but I 
have always loved you* It is to you alone I trust niy wufe 
and daughter ; earnestly do I recommend them to your care. 
Do not trust the queen ; but God protect you !* 

The queen mother here interrupted him, ‘ Ah, sir, do not 
say that!’ — ‘Yes, madam, I must say it; it is the truth. 
Believe me, my brother; love me; assist my wife and 
daughter, and implore God for mercy on me. Adieu, my 
brother, adieu I’ The King of Navarre remained till his 
majesty expired.” 

The following minute particulars are drawn from the 
journal of Pierre de L’Etoile. In the simplicity of his 
narration, so pleasing in the old writers, the nurse and the 
religious remorse of the one, and the artless 
consolations of the other, — become interesting objects. 
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The Death of Charles IX, 

King Charles, two days before his death, having called 
for Mazzille, his chief physician, and complaining of the pains 
he suffered, asked him if it was not possible that he, and so 
many other celebrated physicians that were in his realms, 
could give some alleviation to his disorder; ‘for I am,’ said 
he, ‘cruelly and horridly tormented.’ To which Mazzille 
replied, that whatever had depended on them had been tried, 
but that in truth God only could be the sovereign physician in 
such complaints. ‘ I believe,’ said the king, ‘that what you 
say is true, and that you know nothing else. Draw from me 
my custode (or large cap), that I may try to rest.’ Mazzille 
withdrew, and left orders that all should leave the king ex- 
cept three, viz., La Tour, St. Pris, and his nurse, whom his 
majesty greatly loved, although she was a Stiguenot, As she 
had just seated herself on a coffer, and began to doze, she 
heard the king groan bitterly, weeping and sighing ; she then 
approached the bed softly, and drawing away his custode^ the 
king said to her, giving vent to a heavy sigh, and shedding 
tears plentiful!}’, insomuch that they interrupted his discourse 
— ‘ Ah! my dear nurse ! my beloved woman, what blood ! what 
murders ! Ah I I have followed wicked advice I 0 my God ! 
pardon me, and be merciful. I know not where I am, they have 
made me so perplexed and agitated. How will all this end 1 — 
What shall I do ? I am lost for ever 1 I know it.’ — Then the 
nurse thus addressed him : — ‘ Sire, be the murders on those 
who forced you to order them ; your majesty could not help it, 
and since you never consented, and now regret them, believe 
God will never impute them to you, and will cover them with 
the mantle of justice of his Son, to whom alone you should look 
for aid. Ah 1 for the honour of God, let your majesty cease from 
this weeping.’ Having said this, she rose for a handkerchief, for 
his was drenched with tears : Charles having taken it from her, 
made a sign that she should retire and leave him to repose. 

The dreadful narrative of the ‘massacre of St. Bartholomew 
is detailed in the history of De Thou ; and the same scene is 
painted in glowing, though in faithful colours, by Voltaire in 
the Henriade. — Charles, whose last miserable moments we 
come from contemplating, when he observed several fugitive 
Huguenots about his palace in the morning after the mas- 
sacre of 30,000 of their friends, took a fowling-piece, and re- 
peatedly fired at them. 

Such was the effect of religion operating, perhaps not on a 
malignant, but on a feeble mind 1 
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EOYAL PROMOTIONS. 

Ip the golden gate of preferment is not usually opened to 
men of real merit, persons of no worth have entered it in a 
most extraordinary manner. 

Chevreau informs us that the Sultan Osman having ob- 
served a gardener planting a cabbage with some peculiar 
dexterity, the manner so attracted his imperial eye that he 
raised him to an office near his person, and shortly afterwards 
he rewarded the planter of cabbages by creating him heglerheg 
or viceroy of the Isle of Cyprus. 

Marc Antony gave the house of a Boman citizen to a cook, 
who had prepared for him a good supper ! Many have been 
raised to extraordinary preferment by capricious monarchs for 
the sake of a jest. Lewis XI. promoted a poor priest whom 
he found sleeping in the porch of a church, that the proverb 
might he verified, that to lucky men good fortune will come 
even when they are asleep ! Our Henry VII. made a viceroy 
of Ireland if not for the sake of, at least with a clench. 
When the king was told that all Ireland could not rule the 
Earl of Kildare, he said, then shall this earl rule all Ireland. 

It is recorded of Henry VIII. that he raised a servant to 
a considerable dignity because he had taken cai*e to have a 
roasted hoar prepared for him, when his majesty happened to 
be in the humour of feasting on one ! and the title of Sugar- 
loaf-cowrt^ in Leadenhall-street, was probably derived from 
another piece of munificence of this monarch : the widow of 
a Mr. Cornwallis was rewarded by the gift of a dissolved 
priory there situated, for some jine puddings with which she 
had presented his majesty ! 

When Cardinal de Monte was elected pope, before he left 
the conclave, he bestowed a cardinal’s hat upon a servant, 
whose chief merit consisted in the daily attentions he paid to 
his holiness’s monkey ! 

Louis Baxbier owed all his good fortune to .the familiar 
knowledge he had of Kabelais. He knew his Eabelais by 
heart. This served to introduce him to the Duke of Orleans, 
who took great pleasure in reading that author. It was for 
tins he gave him an abbey, and he was gradually promoted 
till he became a cardinal. 

George Villiers was suddenly raised from a private station, 
and loaded with wealth and honours by James the Firsts 
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merely for his personal beauty.* Almost all the favourites of 
James became so from their handsomeness.t 

M. de Chamillart, minister of France, owed his promotion 
merely to his being the only man who could heat Louis XIV. 
at billiards. He retired with a pension, after ruining the 
finances of his country. 

The Duke of Luynes was originally a country lad, who 
insinuated himself into the favour of Louis XIII. then 
young, by making bird-traps (pies-gri^ches) to catch sparrows. 
It was little expected (says Voltaire) that these puerile 
amusements were to be . terminated by a most sanguinary 
revolution. De Luynes, after causing his patron, the Marshd 
D’Ancre, to he assassinated, and the queen-mother to he im- 
prisoned, raised himself to a title and the most tyrannical 
power. 

Sir Walter Ealeigh owed his promotion to an act of gal- 
lantly to Queen Elizabeth, and Sir Christopher Hatton owed 
his preferment to his dancing: Queen Elizabeth, observes 
Granger, with all her sagacity, could not see the future lord 
chancellor in the fine dancer. The same wnter says, 
“ Nothing could form a more ' curious collection of memoirs 
than anecdotes of freferment.^'* Could the secret history of 
great men be traced, it would appear that merit is rarely "the 
first step to advancement. It would much oftener be found 
to be owing to superficial qualifications, and even vices. 


NOBILITY. 

FuAiJTcrs THE Fiest was accustomed to say, that when the 
nobles of his kingdom came to court, they were received by 
the world as so many little Icings; that the day after they 

On his first coming to court he was made cup-hearer to the king, then 
.Master of the Horse, then ennobled, made Lord High Admiral, Warden of 
the Cinque Ports, Constable of Windsor Castle, Banger of Boyal Parks, 
&c. Ac. A list of the public plunderings of himself and family is given in 
Sloane 826, amounting to more than 27,0002. per annum in rents of 
manors, irrespective of 50,0002. ** paid to the duke by privie seale of free 
guifts, but alleged to be intended for the navie.” Many pensions and cus- 
toms were also made over to his use. 

t King James delighted in calling the Duke of Buckingham “ Steenie,” 
as has been already instanced in the letter quoted, p. 463, Vol. I. This 
was not the duke’s Christian name, but was invented for him by his royal 
master, who fancied his features resembled those usually given to St. 
Stephen, and whose face was usually depicted in accordance with the de-' 
scription in Acts vi. 15, “ as it had been the face of an angel.” 
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were only beheld as so many princes ; but on the third day 
they were merely considered as so many gentlemen^ and were 
confounded among the crowd of courtiers — It was supposed 
that this was done with a political view of humbling the 
proud nobility; and for this reason Henry IV . frequently said 
aloud, in the presence of the princes of the blood, We are all 
gentlemen. 

It is recorded of Philip the Third of Spain, that while he 
exacted the most punctilious respect from the grandees^ he 
saluted peasants. He would never be addressed but on 
the knees ; for which he gave this artful excuse, that as he 
was of low stature, every one would have appeared too high 
for him. He showed himself rarely even to his grandees, 
that he might the better support his haughtiness and re- 
press their pride. He also affected to speak to them by half 
words; and reprimanded them if they did not guess the 
rest. In a word, he omitted nothing that could mortify his 
nobility. 


MODES OF SALUTATION, AND AMICABLE CEEEMONIES, 
OBSERVED IN VARIOUS NATIONS. 

When men, writes the philosophical compiler of XiTlsprit 
des Usages et des Couttmes,^^ salute each other in an ami- 
cable manner, it signifies little whether they move a parti- 
cular part of the body, or practise a particular ceremony. 
In these actions there must exist different customs. Every 
nation imagines it employs the most reasonable ones ; but all 
are equally simple, and none are to be treated as ridiculous. 

This infinite number of ceremonies may be reduced to two 
kinds ; to reverences or salutations, and to the touch of some 
part of the human body. To bend and prostrate oneself to 
express sentiments of respect, appears to be a natural motion ; 
for terrified persons throw themselves on the eaii:h vjhen they 
adore invisible beings; and the affectionate toucn of the 
person they salute is an expression of tenderness. , 

As nations decline from their ancient simplicity, much farce 
and grimace are introduced. Superstition, the manners of a 
people, and their situation, influence the modes of salutation ; 
as may be observed from the instances we collect. 

Modes of salutation have sometimes very different cha- 
racters, and it is no uninteresting speculation to . examine 
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their shades. Many display a refinement of delicacy, while 
others are remarkable for their simplicity, or for their sensi- 
bility. In general, however, they are frequently the same in 
the infancy of nations, and in more polished societies. 
Eespect, humility, fear, and esteem, are expressed much in a 
similar manner, for these are the natural consequence of the 
organisation of the body. 

These demonstrations become in time only empty civilities, 
which signify nothing ; we shall notice what they were ori- 
ginally, without reflecting on what they are. 

Primitive nations have no peculiar modes of salutation ; 
they know no reverences or other compliments, or they despise 
and disdain them. The Greenlanders laugh when they see 
an European uncover his head, and bend his body before him 
whom he calls his superior. 

The Islanders, near the Philippines, take the hand or foot 
of him they salute, and with it they gently rub their face. 
The Laplanders apply their nose strongly against that of the 
person they salute. Dampier says, that at New Guinea they 
are satisfied to put on their heads the leaves of trees, which 
have ever passed for symbols of friendship and peace. This 
is at least a picturesque salute. 

Other salutations are very incommodious and painful ; it 
requires great practice to enable a man to be polite in an 
island situated in the straits of the Sound. Houtman tells 
us they saluted him in this grotesque manner : “ They raised 
his left tfoot, which they passed gently over the right leg, and 
from thence over his face,” The inhabitants pf the Philip- 
pines use* a most complex attitude; they bend them body 
very low, place their hands on their cheeks, and raise at the 
same time one foot in the air with their knee bent. 

An Ethiopian takes the robe of another, and ties it about 
his own waist, so that he leaves his friend half naked. This 
custom of undressing on these occasions takes other forms ; 
sometimes men place themselves naked before the person 
whom they salute ; it is to show their humility, and that 
they are unworthy of appearing in his presence. This was 
practised before Sir Joseph Banks, when he received the 
visits of two female Otaheitans. Their innocent simplicity, no 
doubt, did not appear immodest in the eyes of the virtuoso. 

Sometimes they only undress partially. The Japanese only 
take off a slipper; the people of Arracan their sandals in the 
street, and their stockings in the house. 
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la the progress of time it appears servile to uncover oneself. 
The grandees of Spain claim the right of appearing covered 
before the king, to show that they are not so much subjected 
to him as the rest of the nation: and (this writer truly 
observes) we may remark that the JEnglish do not uncover 
their heads so much as the other nations of Europe. Mr. 
Hobhouse observes that uncovering the head, with the Turks, 
is a mark of indecent familiarity; in their mosques the Franks 
must keep their hats on. The Jewish custom of wearing 
their hats in their synagogues is, doubtless, the same oriental 
custom. 

In a word, there is not a nation, observes the humorous 
Montaigne, even to the people who when they salute turn 
their backs on their friends, but that can be justified in their 
customs. 

The negroes are lovers of ludicrous actions, and hence all 
their ceremonies seem farcical. The greater part pull the 
fingers till they crack. Snelgrave gives an odd representation 
of the embassy which the king of Dahomy sent to him. The 
ceremonies of salutation consisted in the most ridiculous con- 
tortions. When two negro monarchs visit, they embrace in 
snapping three times .the middle finger. 

Barbarous nations frequently imprint on their salutations 
the dispositions of their character. When the inhabitants of 
Carmena (says Athenseus) would show a peculiar mark of 
esteem, they breathed a vein, and presented for the beverage 
of their friend the flowing blood. The Franks tore the hair 
from their head, and presented it to the person they saluted. 
The slave cut his hair, and offered it to his master. 

^ The Chinese are singularly affected in their personal civili- 
ties. They even calculate the number of their reverences. 
These are the most remarkable postures. The men move their 
hands in an affectionate manner, while they are joined toge- 
ther on the breast, and bow their head a little. If they 
respect a person, they raise their hands joined, and then lower 
them to the earth in bending the body. If two persons meet 
after a long separation, they both fall on their knees and bend 
the face to the earth, and this ceremony they repeat two or 
three times. Surely we may differ here with the sentiment 
of Montaigne, and confess this ceremony to be ridiculous. It 
arises from their national affectation. They substitute arti- 
ficial ceremonies for natural actions. 

Their expressions mean as little as their ceremonies. If a 
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Chinese is asked how he finds himself in health, he answers, 
Very well; thanks to your abundant felicity . If they would 
tell a man that he looks well, they say, Frosperify is painted 
on your face : or, Your air announces your happiness. 

If you render them any service, they say, My tha7iks shall 
he immortal. If you praise them, they answer, Mov) shall I 
dare to persuade myself of what you say of me ? If you dine 
with them, they tell you at parting, We have not treated you 
with sufficient distinction. The’ various titles they invent for 
each other it would be impossible to translate. 

It is to be observed that all these answers are prescribed 
by the Chinese ritual, or Academy of Compliments. There, 
are determined the number of bows : the expressions to be 
employed ; the genuflexions, and the inclinations which are 
to be made to the right or left hand; the salutations of the 
master before the chair where the stranger is to be seated, 
for he salutes it most profoundly, and wipes the dust away 
with the skirts of his robe ; all these and other things are 
noticed, even to the silent gestures by which you are en- 
treated to enter the house. The lower class of people are 
equally nice in these punctilios ; and ambassadors pass forty 
days in practising them before they are enabled to appear at 
court. A tribunal of ceremonies has been erected ; and everv 
day very odd decrees are issued, to which the Chinese mosb 
religiously submit. 

The marks of honour are frequently arbitrary ; to be seated 
with us is a mark of repose and familiarity ; to stand up, that 
of respect. There are countries, however, in which princes 
will only be addressed by persons who are seated, and it is 
considered as a favour to be permitted to stand in their 
presence. This custom prevails in despotic countries ; a des- 
pot ^ cannot suffer without disgust the elevated figure of his 
subjects ; he is pleased to bend their bodies with their genius ; 
his presence must lay those who behold him prostrate on the 
earth ; he desires no eagerness, no attention ; he would only 
inspire terror. 

FIRE, AND THE ORIGIN OF FIREWORKS. 

In the Memoirs of the French Academy, a little essay on 
this subject is sufficiently curious ; the following contains the 
facts ; — 

Firewoees were not known to antiquity. — It is certainly 
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a modern invention. If ever the ancients employed fires at 
their festivals, it was only for religious purposes. 

Eire, in primaeval ages, was a symbol of respect, or an 
instrument of terror. In both these ways God manifested 
himself to man. In the holy writings he compares himself 
sometimes to an ardent fire, to display his holiness and his 
purity ; sometimes he renders himself visible under the form 
of a burning bush, to express himself to be as formidable as 
a devouring fire : again, he rains sulphur ; and often, before 
he speaks, he attracts the attention of the multitude by 
flashes of lightning. 

Fire was worshipped as a divinity by several idolaters : the 
Platonists confounded it with the heavens, and considered 
it as the divine intelligence. Sometimes it is a symbol of 
majesty. — God walked (if we may so express ourselves) with 
his people, preceded by a pillar of fire ; and the monarchs of 
Asia, according to Herodotus, commanded that such ensigns 
of their majesty should be carried before them. These fires, 
according to Quintus Curtins, were considered as holy and 
eternal, and were carried at the head of their armies on little 
altars of silver, in the midst of the magi who accompanied 
them and sang their hymns. 

Fire was also a symbol of majesty amongst the Romans ; 
and if it was used by them in their festivals, it was rather 
employed for the ceremonies of religion than for a peculiar 
mark of their rejoicings. Fire was always held to be most 
proper and holy for sacrifices ; in this the Pagans imitated 
the Hebrews. The fire so carefully preserved by the Vestals 
was probably an imitation of that which fell from heaven on 
the victim offered by Aaron, and long afterwards religiously 
kept up by the priests. Servius, one of the seven kings of 
Borne, commanded a great fire of straw to be Idndled in the 
public place of every town in Italy to consecrate for repose a 
certain day in seed-time, or sowing. 

The Greeks lighted lamps at a certain feast held in honour 
of Minerva, who gave them oil; of Vulcan, who was the 
inventor of lamps; and of Prometheus, who had ‘rendered 
them service by the fire which he had stolen from heaven. 
Another feast to Bacchus was celebrated by a grand noctur- 
nal illumination, in which wine was poured forth profusely to 
all passengers. A feast in memory of Ceres, who sought so 
long in the darkness of hell for her daughter, was kept by 
burning a^ number of torches. 
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Great illuminations were made in various other meetings ; 
particularly in the Secular Games, which lasted three whole 
nights ; and so carefully were they kept up, that these nights 
had no darkness. 

In all their rejoicings the ancients indeed used fires ; but 
they were intended merely to burn their sacrifices, and, as 
the generality of them were performed at night, the illu- 
minations served to give light to the ceremonies. ^ 

Artificial fires were indeed frequently used by them, but 
not in public rejoicings; like us, they employed them for 
military purposes ; but we use them likewise successfully for 
our decorations and amusement. 

From the latest times of paganism to the early ages of 
Christianity, we- can but rarely quote instances of fire lighted 
up for other purposes, in a public form, than for the cere- 
monies of religion ; illuminations were made at the* baptism 
of princes, as a symbol of that life of light in which they 
were going to enter by faith ; or at the tombs of martyrs, to 
light them during the watchings of the night. All these 
were abolished, from the various abuses they introduced. 

We only trace the rise of feuoo~de~joie, or fireworks, given 
merely for amusing spectacles to delight the eye, to the 
epocha of the invention of powder and cannon, at the close 
of the thirteenth century. It was these two inventions, 
doubtless, whose effects furnished the ideas of all those 
machines and artifices which form the charms of these fires. 

To the Florentines and the Siennese are we indebted not 
only for the preparation of powder with other ingredients 
to amuse the eyes, but also for the invention of elevated 
machines and decorations adapted to augment the pleasure 
of the spectacle. They began their attempts at the feasts 
of Saint John the Baptist and the Assumption, on wooden 
edifices, which they adorned with painted statues, from whose 
mouth and eyes issued a beautiful fire. Callot has engraven 
numerous specimens of the pageants, triumphs, and proces- 
sions, under a * great variety of grotesque forms: — dragons, 
swans, eagles, <fec., which were built up large enough to carry 
many persons, while they vomited forth the most amusing 
firework. 

This use passed from Florence to Eome, where, at the 
creation of the popes, they displayed filuminations of hand- 
grenadoes, thrown from the height of a castle. Fyrotechmcs 
from that time have become an art, which, in the degree the 

TOL. II. c 
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inventors have displayed ability in combining the powers of 
architecture, sculpture, and painting, have produced a number 
of beautiful effects, which even give pleasure to those who 
read the descriptions without having beheld them.* 

A pleasing account of decorated fireworks is given in the 
Secret Memoirs of Trance. In August, 1764, Torre, an 
Italian artist, obtained permission to exhibit a pyrotechnic 
operation. — The Parisians admired the variety of the colours, 
and the ingenious forms of his fire. But his first exhibition 
was disturbed by the populace, as well as by tbe apparent 
danger of the fire, although it was displayed on the Boule- 
vards. In October it was repeated ; and proper precautions 
having Been taken, they admired the beauty of the fire, 
without fearing it. These artificial fires are described as 
having been rapidly and splendidly executed. The exhibition 
closed with a transparent triumphal arch, and a curtain illu- 
minated by the same fire, admirably exhibiting the palace of 
Pluto. Around the columns, stanzas were inscribed, supported 
by Cupids, with other fanciful embellishments. Among these 
little pieces of poetry appeared the following one, which 
ingeniously announced a more perfect exhibition : 

Les vents, les firimats, les orages, 

Bteindront ces peux, pour un terns ; 

Mais, aiusi que les plbubs, avec plus d’a^autage, 

Ils renaitront dans le printems. 


* Tke great exhibition of fireworks at Rome, at the castle of St. Angelo, 
during the festivities of the Holy Week, preserve the character of the dis- 
plays of fireworks adopted on ^eat occasions in the seventeenth century. 
An enormous explosion of squibs, crackers, and rockets was the tour tU 
force in such celebrations. The volume describing the entry of Louis XIII. 
to Lyons in 1624, contains an engraving of the fireworks constructed on barges 
in the river on that occasion ; a blazing crowned sun, surrounded by a 
wheel of stars, squibs, star-rockets, and water-serpents flying about it, com- 
posed the/cu artifice. In the volume descriptive of the rejoiciugs in the 
same city on the ratification of peace between France and Spain in 1660, 
are several engravings in which fireworks are shown, but they exhibit no 
novelties, being restricted to rockets and pots of fire bursting into coloured 
sto» Henry Van Etten’s Mathematical Recreations,” 1633, notes the 
principal “artificial fireworks” then in use, and gives engi'avings of seve- 
ral, and instructions to make them. Rockets, fire-balls, stars, golden- 
rain, serpents, and Catharine wheels are the principal noted. “ Fierie 
dragons comhatant” ninning on lines, and filled vifch fireworks, were the 
greatest stretch of invention at this time ; and our author says they may 
be made “to meete one another, having lights placed in the concavity of 
their bodies, which will give great grace to the action.” 
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IMITATED. 

The icy gale, the falling snow, 

Extinction to these fibes shall bring ; 

But, like the piowers, with brighter glow, 

They shall renew their charms in spring. 

The exhibition was greatly improved, according to this 
promise of the artist. His subject was chosen with much 
felicity ; it was a representation of the forges of Vulcan 
under Mount jEtna. The interior of the mount discovered 
Vulcan and his Cyclops. Venus was seen to descend, and 
demand of her consort armour for JSneas. Opposite to this 
was seen the palace of Vulcan, Tphieh presented a deep and 
brilliant perspective. The labours of the Cyclops produced 
numberless very happy combinations of artificial fires. The 
public with pleasing astonishment beheld the effects of the 
volcano, so admirably adapted to the nature of these fires. 
At another entertainment he gratified the public with a repre- 
sentation of Orpheus and Eurydice in hell ; many striking 
circumstances occasioned a mai’vellous illusion. What subjects 
indeed could be more analogous to this kind of fire ? Such 
scenical fireworks display more brilliant effects than our stars, 
wheels, and rockets. 


THE BIBLE PBOHIBITED AND IHPKOYED. 

The following are the express words contained in the regula- 
tion of the popes to prohibit the use of the Bible. ^ 

“ As it is manifest, by experience^ that if the use of the 
holy writers is permitted in the vulgar tongue more evil than 
profit will arise, because of the temerity of man ; it is for this 
reason all Bibles are prohibited {proTiihentur Bihlia) with all 
parts, whether they be printed or written, in whatever 
vulgar language soever ; as also are prohibited all summaries 
or abridgments of Bibles, or any books of the holy writings, 
although they should only be historical, and that in whatever 
vulgar tongue they may be written.” 

It is there also said, “ That the reading the Bibles of 
catholic editors may be permitted to those by whose perusal 
or power faith may be spread, and who will not criticise 
it. But this permission is not to be granted without an 
express order of the bishop, or the inquisitor, with the advice 
of the curate and confessor ; and their permission must first 
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be had in writing. And he who, without permission, pre- 
sumes to read the holy writings, or to have them in his 
possession, shall not be absolved of his sins before he first shall 
have returned the Bible to his bishop.” 

A Spanish author says, that if a person should come to his 
bishop to ask for leave to read the Bible, with the best inten- 
tion, the bishop should answer him from Matthew, ch. xx. 
ver. 20, “ You hnow not what you asJc.^' And indeed, he 
observes, the nature of this demand indicates an heretical 
disposition. 

The reading of the Bible was prohibited by Henry VIII., 
except by those who occupied high offices in the state ; a 
noble lady or gentlewoman might read it in “ their garden 
or orchard,” or other retired places; but men and women 
in the lower ranks were positively forbidden to read it, or 
to have it read to them, under the penalty of a month’s 
imprisonment. 

Dr. Franklin has preserved an anecdote of the prohibited 
Bible in the time of our Catholic Mary. His family had an 
English Bible ; and to conceal it the more securely, they con- 
ceived the project of fastening it open with packthreads 
across the leaves, on the inside of the lid of a close-stool ! 
“ When my great-grandfather wished to read to his family, 
he reversed the lid of the close-stool upon his knees, and 
passed the leaves from one side to the other, which were held 
down on each by the packthread. One of the children was 
stationed at the door to give notice if he saw an officer of 
the Spiritual Court make his appearance ; in that case the lid 
was restored to its place, with the Bible concealed under it 
as before.” 

The reader may meditate on what popes did, and what 
they probably would have done, had not Luther happily been 
in a humour to abuse the pope, and begin a EiEPOb.matiok'. 
It would be curious to sketch an account of the probable 
situation of Bur ope at the present moment, had the pontiffs 
preserved the omnipotent power of which they had gradually 
possessed themselves. 

It appears, by an act dated in 1516, that the Bible was 
called Bibliotheca, thati per eTnphasim, the Library, The 
word library was limited in its signification then to the bibli- 
cal writings ; no other books, compared with the holy 
writings, appear to have been worthy to rank with them, or 
constitute what we call a library. 
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We have had several remarkable attempts to recompose the 
Bible ; Dr. Greddes’s version is aridlj literal, and often ludi- 
crous by its vulgarity ; as when he translates the Passover as 
the Skipover, and introduces Constables among the ancient 
Israelites ; but the following attempts are of a very different 
kind. Sebastian Qastillon — who afterwards changed his name 
to Castalion^ with his accustomed affectation referring to 
Castalia,t\iQ fountain of the Muses — took a very extraordinary 
liberty with the sacred wntings. He fancied he could give 
the world a more classical version of the Bible, and for this 
purpose introduces phrases and entire sentences from profane 
writers into the text of holy writ. His whole style is finically 
quaint, overloaded with prettinesses, and all the ornaments of 
false taste. Of the noble simplicity of the Scripture he seems 
not to have had the remotest conception. 

But an attempt by Pere Berruyer is more extraordinary ; 
in his Histoire du Peuple de JDieu^ he has recomposed the 
Bible as he would have written a fashionable novel. Ho, 
conceives that the great legislator of the Hebrews is too 
barren in his descriptions, too concise in the events he records, 
nor is he careful to enrich his history by pleasing reflections 
and interesting conversation pieces, and hurries on the catas- 
trophes, by which means he omits much entertaining matter : 
as for instance, in the loves of Joseph and the wife of Poti- 
phar, Moses is very dry and concise, which, however, our P^re 
Berruyer is not. His histories of Joseph, and of King 
David, are relishing morsels, and were devoured eagerly in all 
the boudoirs of Paris. Take a specimen of the style. 
‘‘Joseph combined, with a regularity of features and a 
brilliant complexion, an air of the noblest dignity ; all which 
contributed to render him one of the most amiable men in 
Egypt.” At length “ she declares her passion, and pressed 
him to answer her. It never entered her mind that the 
advances of a woman of her rank could ever be rejected. 
J oseph at first only replied to all her wishes by his cold em- 
barrassments. She wbuld not yet give him up. In vain he 
flies from her; she was too passionate to waste even the 
moments of his astonishment.” This good father, however, 
does ample justice to the gallantry of the Patriarch Jacob. 
He offers to serve Laban, seven years for Eachel. “ Nothing 
is too much,” cries the venerable novelist, “ when one really 
loves and this admirable observation he confirms by the 
facility with which the obliging Bachel aUows Leah for one 
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night to her husband ! In this manner the patriarchs are 
made to speak in the tone of the tenderest lovers ; J udith is 
a Parisian coquette, Holofernes is rude as a German baron ; 
and their dialogues are tedious with all the reciprocal politesse 
of metaphysical Prench lovers ! Moses in the desert, it was 
observed, is precisely as pedantic as Pere Berruyer addressing 
his class at the university. One cannot but smile at the 
following expressions : — “By the easy manner in which God 
performed miracles, one might easil}^ perceive they cost no 
effort.” When he has narrated an “ Adventure of the 
Patriarchs,” he proceeds, “After such an extraordinary, or 
curious, or interesting adventure,” &c. This good father had 
caught the language of the beau monde, but with such per- 
fect simplicity that, in employing it on sacred history, he was 
not aware of the ludicrous style in which be was writing. 

A Gothic bishop translated the Scriptures into the Goth 
language, but omitted the BooJcs of Kings ! lest the wars, of 
which so much is there recorded, should increase their 
inclination to fighting, already too prevalent. Jortin notices 
this castrated copy of the Bible in his Bemarks on Eccle- 
siastical History, 

As the Bible, in many parts, consists merely of historical 
transactions, and as too many exhibit a detail of offensive 
ones, it has often occurred to the fathers of families, as well 
as to the popes, to prohibit its general reading. Archbishop 
Tillotson formed a design of purifying the historical parts. 
Those who have given us a Kamily ^lialcspeare, in the same 
spirit may present us with a Family Bihle, 

In these attempts to recompose the Bible, the broad vulgar 
colloquial diction, which has been used by our theological 
writers, is less tolerable than the quaintness of Castalion and 
the floridity of Pere Berruyer. 

The style now noticed long disgi^aeed the writings of our 
divines ; and we see it sometimes still employed by some of a 
certain stamp. Matthew Henry, whose commentaries are 
well known, writes in this manner on Judges ix. : — “ We are 
here told by what acts Abimelech got into the saddle. — None 
would have dreamed of making such a fellow as he king. — See 
how he has wheedled them into the choice. He hired into 
his service the scam and scoundrels of the country. Jotham 
was really z.fine gentleman. — rThe Sechemites that set Abime- 
lech up, were the first to hide hhn off. The Sechemites said 
all the ill they could of him in their table-talk ; they drank 
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healths to his confusion. — Well, Gaal’s interest in Sechem is 
soon at an end. Mccit GaalV 

Lancelot Addison, by the vulgar coarseness of his style, 
forms an admirable contrast with the amenity and grace of 
his son’s Spectators. He tells us, in his voyage to Barbary, 
that A rabbin once told him, among other heinous stuffs 
that he did not expect the felicity of the next world on the 
account of any merits but his own ; whoever kept the law 
would arrive at the bliss, by coming wpon his own legsP 
It must be confessed that the rabbin, considering he could 
not conscientiously have the same creed as Addison, did not 
deliver any very “ heinous stuff,” in believing that other 
people’s merits have nothing to do with our own ; and that 
‘‘ we should stand on our own legs !” But this was not 
proper words in proper places.” 


ORIGIN OF THE MATERIALS OF WRITING. 

It is curious to observe the various substitutes for paper before 
its discovery. 

Ere ,the invention of recording events by writing, trees 
were planted, rude altars were erected, or heaps of stone, to 
serve as memorials of past events. Hercules probably could 
not write when he fixed his famous pillars. 

The most ancient mode of writing was on hrichs, tiles ^ and 
ogster-shells, and on tables of stone; afterwards on plates of 
various materials, on ivory, on harks of trees, on leaves of 
trees.* 

Engraving memorable events on hard substances was giving, 
as it were, speech^ to rocks and metals. In the book of Job 
mention is made of writing on stone, on, rocks, and on sheets 
of lead. On tables of stone M§ses received the law written by 
the finger of God, Hesiod’s works were written on leaden 

* Specimens of most of these modes of writing may he seen at the British 
Museum, No. 3478, in the Sloanian library, is a Nabob’s letter, on a 
piece of bark, about two yards long, and richly ornamented with gold. 
No. 3207 is a book of Mexican hieroglyphics, painted on bark. In the 
same collection are various species, many from the Malabar coast and the 
East. The latter writings are chiefly on leaves. There are several copies 
of Bibles written on palm leaves. The ancients, doubtless, wrote on any 
leaves they found adapted for the purpose. Hence, the leaf of a book, 
alluding to that of a tiee, seems to be derived. At the British Museum 
we have also Babylonian tiles, or broken pots, which the people used, and 
made their contracts of business on j a custom mentioned in the Scriptmr^s, 
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tables : lead was used for writing, and rolled up like a cylinder, 
as Pliny states. Montfaucon notices a very ancient "book of 
eight leaden leaves, which on the back had rings fastened by 
a small leaden rod to keep them together. They afterwards 
engraved on bronze : the laws of the Cretans were on bronze 
tables; the Eomans etched their public records on brass. The 
speech of Claudius, engraved on plates of bronze, is yet pre- 
served in the town-hall of Lyons, in France.^ Several bronze 
tables, with Etruscan characters, have been dug up in Tuscan 3 ^ 
The treaties among the Eomans, Spartans, and the Jews, 
were written on brass ; and estates, for better security, were ^ 
made over on this enduring metal. In many cabinets may be 
found the discharge of soldiers, written on copper-plates. 
This custom has been discovered in India : a bill of feoffment 
on copper, has been dug up near Bengal, dated a century be- 
fore the birth of Christ. 

Among these early inventions many were singularly rude, 
and miserable substitutes for a better material. In the shep- 
herd state they wrote their songs with thorns and awls on 
straps of leather, which they wound round their crooks. The 
Icelanders appear to have scratched their runes, a kind of 
hieroglyphics, on walls;. and Olaf, according to one* of the 
Sagas, built a larg^ house, on the bulks and spars of which he 
had engraved the history of his own and more ancient times ; 
while another northern hei*o appears to have had nothing 
better than his own chair and bed to perpetuate his own 
heroic acts on. At the town-hall, in Hanover, are kept twelve 
wooden boards, overlaid with bees’-wax, on which are written 
the names of owners of houses, but not the names of streets. 
These wooden manuscripts must have existed before 1428, 
when Hanover was first divided into streets. Such mami- 
scnpts may he found in public collections. These are an 
evidence of a rude state of soci&ty. The same event occurred 
among the ancient Arabs, who, according to the history of 
Mahomet, seemed to have carved on the shoulder-hones of 
sheep remarkable events with a knife, and tying them with a 
string, hung up these sheep-bone chronicles. 

The laws of the twelve tables, which the Eomans chiefly 

* This speech was made hy Claudius (who was born at Lyons), when 
censor, a , j >, 48, and was of the highest importance to the men of Lyons, 
inasmach as it led to the grant of the privileges of Homan citizenship to 
them. This important inscription was discovered in 1528, on the heights 
of St. Sebastian above the town. 
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copied from the Grecian code, were, after they had been 
approved by the people, engraven on brass : they were melted 
by lightning, which struck the Capitol; a loss highly re- 
gretted by Augustus. This manner of writing we still retain, 
for inscriptions, epitaphs, and other memorials designed to 
reach posterity. 

These early inventions led to the discovery of tables of 
wood; and as cedar has an antiseptic quality from its bitter- 
ness, they chose this wood for cases or chests to preserve their 
most important writings. This well-known expression of the 
ancients, when they meant to give the highest eulogium of 
an excellent work, et cedro digna locuti^ that it was worthy 
to be written on cedar ^ alludes to the oil of cedar ^ with which 
valuable MSS. of parchment were anointed, to preserve them 
from corruption and moths. Persius illustrates this : — 

Who would not leave posterity such rhymes 
As cedar oil might keep to latest times I 

They stained materials for writing upon, with purple, and 
rubbed them with exudations from the cedar. The laws of 
the emperors were published on wooden tables, painted with 
ceruse; to which custom Horace alludes: Leges incidere 
ligno. Such tables, the term now softened into tablets, are 
still used, but in general are made of other materials than 
wood. The same reason for which they preferred the cedar 
to other wood induced to write on wax, as being incorruptible. 
Men generally used it to write them testaments on, the better 
to preserve them ; thus Juvenal says, Geras imjglere capaces. 
This thin paste of wax was also used on tablets of wood, that 
it might more easily admit of erasure, for daily use. 

They wrote with an iron bodkin, as they did on the other 
substances we have noticed. The stylus was made sharp at 
one end to write with, and blunt and broad at the other, to 
efface and correct easily: hence the phrase tertere stylum, to 
turn the stylus, was used to express blotting out. But the 
Eomans forbad the use of this«sharp instrument, from the 
circumstance of many persons having used them as daggers. 
*A schoolmaster was killed by the Pugiilares or table-books, 
and the styles of his own scholars.^ They substituted a 
stylus made of the bone of a bird, or other animal ; so that 
their writings resembled engravings. When they wrote on 

* The paintings discovered at Pompeii giv’e representations of these books 
and implements." 
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softer materials, tliej employed reeds and canes split like our 
pens at the points, which the orientalists still use to lay their 
. colour or ink neater on the paper. 

Naude observes, that when he was in Italy, about 1642, he 
saw some of those waxen tablets, called Pugillares, so called 
because they were held in one hand ; and others composed of 
the barks of trees^ which the ancients employed in lieu of paper. 

On these tablets, or table-books Mr. Astle observes, that 
the Grreeks and Eomans continued the use of waxed table- 
books long after the use of the papyrus, leaves and skins be- 
came common ; because they were convenient for correcting 
extemporaneous compositions : from these table-books they 
transcribed their performances correctly into parchment books, 
if for their own private use ; but if for sale, or for the library, 
the lAhrarii, or Scribes, performed the office. The writing 
on table-books is particularly recommended by Quintilian in 
the third chapter of the tenth book of his Institutions ; be- 
cause the wax is readily effaced for any corrections : he 
confesses weak eyes do not see so well on paper, and observes 
that the frequent necessity of dipping the pen in the inkstand 
retards the hand, and is but ill-suited to the celerity of the 
mind. Some of these table-books are conjectured to have 
been large, and perhaps heavy, for in Plautus, a school-boy is 
represented breaking his master’s head with his table-book. 
The critics, according to Cicero, were accustomed in reading 
their wax manuscripts to notice obscure or vicious phrases by 
joining a piece of red wax, as we should underline such by 
red ink. * 

Table-books written upon with styles were not entirely laid 
aside in Chaucer’s time, who describes them in his Sompner’s 
tale : — 

His fellow had a staffs tipp’d with home, 

A pawe of tables all of iveri^ ; 

And a pointell polishied fetouslie, 

And wrote alwaies the names, as he stood, 

Of all folks, that gave hem any good.* 

By the word pen in the ' translation of the Bible we must 

* The use of the table-hook was continued to the reign of J ames L or 
later. Shakspeare frequently alludes to them — 

“ And therefore will he wipe his tables clean, 

And keep no tell-tale to his memory.” 

They were in the form of a modem pocket-book, the leaves of asses’ skin, 
or covered with a composition, upon which a silver or leaden style would 
inscribe 'memoranda capable of erasure. 
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understand an iron style. Table-books of ivory are still used 
for memoranda, written with black-lead pencils. The Romans 
used ivory to write the edicts of the senate on, with a black 
colour ; and the expression of lihri eleghantini, which some 
authors imagine alludes to books that for their size were 
called elephantine, were most probably composed of ivory, 
the tusk of the elephant : among the Romans they were un- 
doubtedly.scarce. 

The pumice stone was a writing-material of the ancients ; 
they used it to smoothe the roughness of the parchment, or to 
sharpen their reeds. 

In the progress of time the art of writing consisted in 
painting with different kinds of inh. This novel mode of 
writing occasioned them to invent other materials proper to 
receive their writing; the thin bark of certain trees and 
plants, or linen ; and at length, when this was found apt to 
become mouldy, they prepared the shins of cmimals ; on the 
dried skins of serpents were once written the Iliad and 
Odyssey. The first place where they began to dress these 
skins was iPergamus, in Asia; whence the Latin name is 
derived of JPergamenoe or parchment. These skins are, how* 
ever, better known amongst the authors of the purest Latin 
under the name of memhrana ; so called from the snembranes 
of various animals of which they were composed. The 
ancients had parchments of three different colours, white, 
yellow, and purple. At Rome white parchment was disliked, 
because it was more subject 'to be soiled than the others, and 
dazzled the eye. They generally wrote in letters pf gold and 
silver on purple or violet parchment. This custom continued 
in the early ages of the church ; and copies of the evangelists 
of this kind are preserved in the British Museum. 

When the Egyptians employed for writing the harh of a 
plmt or reed, called papyrus, or paper-rush, it superseded all 
former modes, for its convenience. Formerly it grew in gi^eat 
quantities on the sides of the Nile. This plant has given its 
name to our paper, although the latter is now composed of 
linen and rags, and formerly had been of cotton-wool, which 
was but brittle and yellow ; and improved by using cotton 
rags, which they glazed. After the eighth century the 
papyrus was superseded by parchment. The Chinese make 
their paper with silJc. The use of paper is of great antiquity. 
It is what the ancient Latinists call charta or chartce. Before 
the use of parchment and paper passed to the Romans, they 
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used the thin peel found between the wood and the bark of 
trees. This skinny substance they called from whence 
the Latin word liber, a book, and lihraiy and librarian in 
the European languages, and the French livre for book ; but 
we of northern origin derive our booh from the Danish bog, 
the beech-tree, because that being the most plentiful in Den- 
mark was used to engrave on. Anciently, instead of folding 
this bark, this parchment, or paper, as we fold oui*s, they 
rolled it according as they wrote on it ; and the Latin name 
which they gave these rolls has passed into our language as 
well as the others. • "We say a volume, or voluvnes, although 
our books are composed of leaves bound together. The books 
of the ancients on the shelves of their libraries were rolled up 
on a pin and placed erect, titled on the outside in red letters, 
or rubrics, and appeared like a number of small pillars on the 
shelves.^ 

The ancients were as curious as ourselves in having theit 
books richly conditioned. Propertius describes tablets with 
gold borders, and Ovid notices their red titles ; but in later 
times, besides the tint of purple with which they tinged their 
vellum, and the liquid gold which they employed for their 
ink, they inlaid their covers with precious stones : and I have 
seen, in the library at Triers or Treves, a manuscript, the 
donation of some princess to a monastery, studded with heads 
wrought in fine cameos.f In the early ages of the chux’ch 
they painted on the outside commonly a dying Christ, hi 
the curious library of Mr. Douce is a Psalter, supposed once 
to have appertained to Charlemagne ; the vellum is purple, 
and the letters gold. The Eastern nations likewise tinged 
their MSS. with different colours and decorations. Astle 
possessed Arabian MSS. of which some leaves were of a deep 
yellow, and others of a lilac colour. Sir William Jones 
describes an oriental MS. in which the name of Mohammed 
was fancifully adorned with a garland of tulips and carnations, 
painted in the brightest colours. The favourite works of the 
Persians are written on fine silky paper, the ground of which 
is often powdered with gold or silver dust ; the leaves are 
frequently illuminated, and the whole hook is sometimes per- 
fumed with essence of roses, or sandal wood. The Bomans 
had. several sorts of paper, for which they had as many dif- 

* A box containing snch written rolls is represented in one of the pictxires 
exbnmed at Pompdi. 

t See note to Vol. I. p. 5. 
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ferent names ; one was the Chart a Augusta, in compliment 
to the emperor ; another Livinia, named after the empress. 
There was a Chart a hlanca, which obtained its title from its 
beautiful whiteness, and which we appear to have retained by 
applying it to a blank sheet of paper which is only signed, 
Charte llanche. They had also a Chart a nigra, painted black, 
and the letters were in white or other colours. 

Our present paper surpasses all other materials for ease 
and convenience of writing. The first paper-mill in England 
was erected at Dart ford, by a German, in 1588, who was 
knighted by Elizabeth ; but it was not before 1713 that one 
Thomas Watkins, a stationer, brought the art of paper-making 
to any perfection, and to the industry of this individual we 
owe the origin of our numerous paper-mills. France had 
hitherto supplied England and Holland. 

The manufacture of paper was not much encouraged at 
home, even so late as in 1662 ; and the following observations 
by Fuller are curious, respecting the paper of his times : — 
‘‘ Paper participates in some sort of the characters of the 
country which makes it ; the Venetian, being neat, subtile, 
and court -like; the French, light,’ slight, and slender; the 
Dutch, thick, corpulent, and gross, sucking up the ink with 
the sponginess thereof.’^ He complains that the paper-manu- 
factories were not then sufficiently encouraged, considering 
the vast sums of money expended in our land for paper, out 
of Italy, France, and Germany, which might be lessened, were 
it made in our nation. To such who object that we can never 
equal the perfection of Venice-paper, I return, neither can we 
match the purity of Yenice-glasses ; and yet many green ones 
are blown in Sussex, profitable to the makers, and convenient 
for the users. Our homespun paper might be found benefi- 
cial.” The present German printing-paper is made so dis- 
agreeable both to printers and readers from their paper- 
manufacturers making many more reams of paper from one 
cwt. of rags than formerly. Rags are scarce, and German 
writers, as well as their language, are voluminous. 

Mr. Astle deeply complains of the inferiority of our inhs to 
those of antiquity; an inferiority productive of the most 
serious consequences, and which appears to originate merely 
in negligence. From the important benefits arising to society 
from the use of ink, and the injuries individuals may suffer 
from the frauds of designing men, he wishes the legislature 
would frame some new regulations respecting it. The com* 
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position of ink is simple, but we possess none equal in beauty 
and colour to that used by the ancients ; the Saxon MSS, 
written in England exceed in colour anything of the kind. 
The rolls and records from the fifteenth century to the end 
of the seventeenth, compared with those of the fifth to the 
twelfth centuries, show the excellence of the earlier ones, 
which are all in the finest preservation ; while the others are 
so much defaced, that they are scarcely legible. 

The ink of the ancients had nothing in common with ours, 
but the colour and gum. Grall-nuts, copperas, and gum make 
up the composition of our ink ; whereas soot or ivory-llach 
was the chief ingredient in that of the ancients.^* 

Ink has been made of various colours; we find gold and 
silver ink, and red, green, yellow, and blue inks; but the 
black is considered as the best adapted to its pm’pose. 


ANECDOTES OF EUEOPEAN MANNERS. 


The following circumstances probably gave rise to the 
tyranny of the feudal power, and are the facts on which the 
fictions of romance are raised. Castles were erected to re- 
pulse the vagrant attacks of the Normans ; and in France, 
from the year 768 to 987, these places disturbed the public 
repose. The petty despots who raised these castles pillaged 
whoever passed, and carried off the females who pleased them. 
Eapine, of every kind were i\iQ privileges of the feudal lords \ 
Mezeray observes, that it is from these circumstances roman- 
cers have invented their tales of knights errant^ monsters^ 


Be Saint Foix, in his “Historical Essays,” informs us 
that “ women and girls were not in greater security when 
they passed by abbeys. The monks sustained an assault 
rather than relinquish their prey : if they saw themselves 
losing ground, they brought to their walls the relies of some 
saint. Then it generally happened that the assailants, 
seized with awful veneration, retired, and dared not pursue 
their vengeance. This is the origin of the enchanters^ of 
the enchantments^ and of the enchanted castles described in 
romances.” 


* The inis of old manuscripts is generally a thick solid substance, and 
sometimes stands in relief upon the paper. The red ink is generally a 
body-colour of great brilliancy. 



Anecdotes of 'European Manners. 31 

To these may be added what the author of “Northern 
Antiquities/’ Yol. I. p. 243, writes, that as the walls of the 
castles ran winding round them, they often called them by a 
name which signified serpents or dragons; and in these were 
commonly secured the women and young maids of distinction, 
who were seldom safe at a, time when so many hold warriors 
were rambling up and down in search of adventures. It was 
this cjistom which gave occasion to ancient romancers, who 
knew not how to describe anything simply, to invent so 
many fables concerning princesses of great beauty guarded by 
dragons. 

A singular and barbarous custom prevailed during this 
period ; it consisted in punishments by midilations. It be- 
came so general that the abbots, instead of bestowing cano- 
nical penalties on their monks, obliged them to cut off an ear, 
an arm, or a leg ! 

Yelly, in his History of France, has described two festi- 
vals, which give a just idea of the manners and devotion of a 
later period, 1230, which like the ancient mysteries consisted 
of a mixture of farce and piety : religion in fact was their 
amusement ! The following one existed even to the Eefor- 
mation : — 

In the church of Paris, and in several other cathedrals of 
the kingdom, was held the Eeast of Fools or madmen. “ The 
priests and clerks assembled elected a pope, an ai’chbishop, or 
a bishop, conducted them in great pomp to the church, which 
they entered dancing, masked, and dressed in the apparel of 
women, animals, and merry-andrews ; sung infamous songs, 
and converted the altar into a beaufet, where they ate and 
drank during the celebration of the holy mysteries ; played 
with dice ; burned, instead of incense, the leather of their old 
sandals ; ran about, and leaped from seat to seat, with all the 
indecent postures with which the merry-andrews know how 
to amuse the populace.” 

The other does not yield in extravagance. “ This festival 
was called the Feast of Asses, and was celebrated at Beauvais. 
They chose a young woman, the handsomest in the town ; 
they made her ride on an ass richly harnessed, and placed in 
her arms a pretty infant.* In this state, followed by the 
bishop and clergy, she marched in procession from the cathe- 

* This was, in fact, a realization of the traditional representations of the 
Flight into Egypt, in which the Virgin, having the Saviour in her iap^ is 
always depicted seated on an ass, which is led by Joseph. ■ ' ' 
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dral to the church of St. Stephen’s ; entered into the sanc- 
tuary; placed herself near the altar, and the mass began; 
vyhatever the choir sung was terminated by this charming 
burthen, Sihan, Mhan ! Their prose, half Latin and half 
French, explained the fine qualities of the animal. Every 
strophe finished by this delightful invitation ; — 

Hez, sire Ane, ga chantez, 

Belle bouche rechignez, 

Vous aures du foin assez, 

Et de I’avoine a plantez. 

They at length exhorted him, in making a devout genufiexion, 
to forget his ancient food, for the purpose of repeating with- 
out ceasing, Amen, Amen. The priest, instead of Ite missa 
est, sung three times, Mihan, hihan, Jiihan ! and the people 
three times answered, Silian, hikan, hilian ! to imitate the 
braying of that grave animal.* 

What shall we think of this imbecile mixture of supersti- 
tion and farce? This ass was perhaps typical of the ass 
which Jesus rode! The children of Israel worshipped a 
golden ass, and Balaam made another speak. How fortu- 
nate then was James N'aylor^ who desirous of entering Bristol 
on an ass, Hume informs us — it is indeed but a piece of cold 
^ pleasantry — that all Bristol could not afford him one ! 

At the time when all these follies were practised, they 
would not suffer men to play at chess! Yelly says, 
statute of Eudes de Sully prohibits clergymen not only from 
playing at chess, but even from having a chess-board in their 
house.” Who could believe, that while half the ceremonies 
of religion consisted in the grossest buffboneiy, a prince pre- 
ferred death rather than cure himself by a remedy which 
offended his chastity! Louis VIII. being dangerously ill, 
the physicians consulted, and agreed to place near the 
monarch while he slept a young and beautiful lady, who, 
when he awoke, should inform him of the motive which had 
conducted her ,to him. Louis answered, “No, my girl, I 
prefer dying rather tlian to save my life by a mortal sin /” 
imd, in fact, the good king died ! He would not be pre- 
scribed for out of the whole Pharmacopoeia of Love ! 

Ah account of our taste in female beauty is given by Mr. 
Ellis, who observes, in his notes to Way’s Fabliaux, “ In the 
times of chivalry the minstrels dwelt with great complacency 

* See Article Anoimt and Modem Saturnalia, in this Yolume, 
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on the fair hair and delicate complexion of their damsels. 
This taste was continued for a long time, and to render the 
hair light was a great object of education. Even when wigs 
first came into fashion they were all flaxen. Such was the 
colour of the GaUls and of their German conquerors. It re 
quired some centuries to reconcile their eyes to the swarthy 
beauties of their Spanish and their Italian neighbours.”-* 

The following is an amusing anecdote of the difiiculty in 
which an honest Vicar of Bray found himself in those con- 
tentious times. 

When the court of Eome, under the pontificates of Gre- 
gory IX. and Innocent IV., set no bounds to their ambitious 
projects, they were opposed the Emperor Erederick ; who 
was of course anathematised. A curate of Paris, a humo- 
rous fellow, got up in his pulpit with the hull of Innocent in 
his hand. “ You know, my brethren (said he), that I am 
ordered to proclaim an excommunication against Erederick. 
I am ignorant of the motive. All that I know is, that there 
exist between this Prince and the Eoman Pontiff great dif- 
ferences, and an irreconcileable hatred.' God only knows 
which of the two is wrong. Therefore with all my power 
I excommunicate him who injures the other ; and I absolve 
him who suffers, to the great scandal of all Christianity.” 

The following anecdotes relate to a period which is suffi- 
ciently remote to excite curiosity ; yet not so distant as to 
weaken the interest we feel in those minutiae of the times. 

The present one may serve as a curious specimen of the 
despotism and simplicity of an age not literary, in discovering 
the author of a libel. It took place in the reign of Henry , 

* In the romances and poems of the Middle Ages, the heroinfes are gene- 
rally praised for the abundance and beauty of their “ yellow hair’^-^ 

Her yellow haire was braided in a tresse 
Behinde her backe, a yarde longe, I guesse. 

. Chaucer’ s KnigMs Tale, 

Queen Elizabeth had yellow hair, hence it became the fashion at her court, 
and ladies dyed their hair of the Royal colour. Bat this dyeing the hair 
yellow may be traced to the classic era. Gralen tells us that in his time 
women suffered much from headaches, contracted by standing bare-headed 
in the sun to obtain this coveted tint, which others attempted by the use of 
saffron. Bulwer, in his Artificial! Changeling,” 1663, says — The 
Venetian women at this day, and the Paduan, and .those of Verona, and 
other parts of Italy, practice the same vanitie, and receive the same recom- 
pense for their affectation, there being iu all those cities open and manifest 
examples of those who have undergone a kind ,of martyxdome, to render , 
their haire yellow.” 
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VIII.4 great jealousy subsisted between the Londoners 
and thc^e foreigners who traded here. The^ foreigners pro- 
bably (observes Mr. Lodge, in his Illustrations of English 
History) worked cheaper and were more industrious. 

There was a libel affixed on St. Paul’s door, which reflected 
on Henry YIII. and these foreigners, who were accused of 
buying up the wool with the king’s money, to the undoing 
of Englishmen. This tended to inflame the minds of the 
people. The method adopted to discover the writer of the 
libel must excite a smile in the present day, while it shows 
the state in which knowledge must have been in this coun- 
try. The plan adopted was this : In every ward one of the 
king’s council, with an alde];pQan of the same, was com- 
manded to see every man write that could, and further took 
every man’s book* and sealed them, and brought them to 
Guildhall to confront them with the original. So that if of 
this number many wrote alike, the judges must have been 
much puzzled toffix on the criminal. 

Our hours of refection are singularly changed in little more 
than two centuries. In the reign of Francis I. (observes the 
author of Eecr^ations Historiques) they were accustomed to 
say,— , 

Lever S, cinq, diner ^ neuf, 

Souper k cinq, coucher k neuf, 

Fait vivre d’aus nonante et neuf. 

Historians observe of Louis XII. tha.t one of the causes 
which contributed to hasten his death was the entire change 
of hi% regimdn. The good king, by the persuasion of his wife, 
says the , History of Bayard, changed his manner of living : 
when he was accustomed to dine at eight o’clock, he agreed to 
dine at twelve ; and when he was used to retire at six o’clock 
in the evening, he frequently sat up as late as midnight. 

Houssaie gives the following authentic notice drawn from 
the registers of - the court, which presents a curious account 
of domestic life^^ , the fifteenth century. Of the dauphin 
Louis, son of -Charles VI., who died at the age of twenty, we 
are told, that, he knew the Latin and French languages ; 
that he had many musicians in his chapel ; passed the nigh.t 
in vigils ; dined at three in the afternoon, supped at mid- 
night, went to bed at the break of day, and thus was ascer- 
tene (that is' threatened) with a short life.” Froissart men- 
tions waiting upon the Duke of Lancaster at five o’clock in, 
the afternoon, when he 
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The custom of dining at nine in the morning relaxed 
greatly under Francis I., successor of Louis XII. However 
persons of quality dined then the latest at ten ; and supper 
was at five or six in the evening. We may observe this in 
the preface to the Heptameron of the Queen of Navarre, 
where this princess, describing the mode of life which the 
lords and ladies whom she assembles at the castle of Madame 
Oysille, should follow, to be agreeably occupied and to banish 
languor, thus expresses herself : “ As soon as the morning 
rose, they went to the chamber of Madame Oysille, whom 
they found already at her prayers ; and when they had heard 
dui’ing a good hour her lecture, and then the mass, they went 
to dine at ten o’clock ; and afterwards each privately retired 
to his room, but did not fail at noon to meet in the meadow.” 
Speaking of the end of the first day (which was in Septem- 
ber) the same lady Oysille says, ‘‘ Say where is the sun ? and 
hear the bell of the abbey, which has for some time called 
us to vespers ; in saying this they all rose and went to the 
religionists who had loaitedfor them above an hour. Vespers 
heard, they went to supper, and after having played a thou- 
sand sports in the meadow they retired to bed.” All this 
exactly corresponds with the lines above quoted. Charles V. 
of France, however, who lived near two centuries before 
Francis, dined at ten, supped at seven, and all the court was 
in bed by nine o’clock. They sounded the curfew, which 
bell warned them to cover their «fire, at six in the winter, and 
between eight and nine in the summer. Under the reign of 
Henry IV. the hour of dinner at court was eleven, or at noon 
the latest j a custom which prevailed even in the early part 
of the reign of Louis XIV. In the provinces distant from 
Paris, it is very common to dine at nine ; they makp a second 
repast about two o’clock, sup at five; and theirlast meal is 
made just before they retire to bed. The labourers and pea- 
sants in France have preserved this custom, and make three 
meals ; one at nine, another at three, and the last at the set- 
ting of the sun. 

The Marquis of Mirabeau, in “L’Ami des Hommes,”’ 
Vol. I. p. 261, gives a striking representation of the singular 
industry of the French citizens of that age. He had learnt 
from several ancient citizens of Paris, that if in their youth 
a workman did not work two hours by candle-light, either in 
the morning or evening, he ev^n adds in the longest days, he 
would have been noticed as an idler, and would not have 
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found persons to employ him. On the 12th of May, 1588, 
when^Henry TII. ordered his troops to occupy various posts 
at Parfli' Davila writes that the inhabitants, warned by the 
noise of the drums, began to shut their doors and shops, 
which, according to the customs of that town to work before 
daybreak, were already opened. This must have been, taking 
it at the latest, about four in the morning. “ In 1750,” adds 
the ingenious writer, I walked on that day through Paris 
at full six in the morning ; I passed through the most busy 
and populous part of the city, and I only saw open some 
stalls of the vendors of brandy !” 

To the article, “ Anecdotes of Fashions,” (see Yol. I., p. 
216) we may add, that in England a taste for splendid dress 
existed in the reign of Henry VII. ; as is observable by the 
follomng description of Nicholas Lord Vaux. “ In the 17th 
of that reign, at the marriage of Prince Arthur, the brave 
young Yaux appeared in a gown of purple velvet, adorned 
with pieces of gold so thick and massive, that, exclusive of 
the silk and furs, it was valued at a thousand pounds. 
About his neck he wore a collar of SS, weighing eight 
hundred pounds in nobles. In, those days it not only required 
great bodily strength to support the weight of their cum- 
bersome armour ; their very luxury of apparel for the draw- 
ing-room would oppress a system of modern muscles.” 

Iii the following reign, according to the monarch’s and 
lYolsey’s magnificent taste,. their dress was, perhaps, more 
generally sumptuous. We then find the following rich orna- 
ments in vogue. Shirts and shifts were embroidered with 
goidj and bordered with lace. Strutt notices also perfumed 
gloves lined with white velvet, and splendidly worked with 
embroidery and gold buttons. Not only gloves, but various 
other parts of their habits, were perfumed ; shoes were made 
of Spanish perfumed skins. 

Carriages were not then used so that lords would carry 
princesses on a pillipp behind them, and in wet weather the 
ladies covered the^ heads with hoods of oil-cloth : a custom 
tliat has ,been- generally continued to the middle of the seven- 
teenth century. Coaches were introduced into England by 

X*' That is, carriages of the modern form, and such as hecame common 
toward the end of Elizabeth's reign ; but waggons, and ehccreSf covered 
with tapestry, and used by ladies for journeys, may be seen in illuminated 
HSS, of the fourteenth century. There is a fine example in the, Loutterell 
Psalter, publkhed in **Yetusta Monumenta.” # 
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Fitzalan Eaii of Arundel, in 1580, and at first were only 
drawn by a pair of horses. • The favourite Buckingham, about 
1619, began to have them drawn by six horses ; and Wilson, 
in his life of James I., tells us this “ was wondered at as a 
novelty, and imputed to him as a mastering pride.” The same 
arbiter elegantiarim introduced sedan-chairs. In France, 
Catherine of Medicis was the first who used a coach, which 
had leathern doors aiid curtains, instead of glass windows. 
If the carriage of Henry IV. had had glass windows, this 
circumstance might have saved his life. Carriages were so 
rare in the reign of this monarch, that in a letter to his 
minister Sully, he notices that having taken medicine that 
day, though he intended to have called on him, he was pre- 
vented because the queen had gone out with the carriage. 
Even as late as in the reign of Louis XIV. the courtiers rode 
on horseback to their dinner parties, and wore their light boots 
and spurs. Count Hamilton describes his boots of white 
Spanish leather, with gold spurs. 

Saint Foix observes, that in 1658 there were only 310 
coaches in Paris, and in 1758 there were more than 14,000. 

Strutt has judiciously observed, that though ‘‘ luxury and 
grandeur were so much affected, and appearances of state and 
splendour carried to such lengths, we may conclude that their 
household furnit|^e ^nd domestic necessaries were also care- 
fully attended to ; on passing through their houses, we may 
expect to be surprised at the neatness, elegahce, and superb 
appearance of each room, and the suitableness of every orna- 
ment ; but herein we may be deceived. The ta^te of elegance 
^ arnongst our anc^tors was - very different from the present, 
‘and however we inay find them extravagant in, their apparpl, 
excessive in their banquets, and expensive in ' their trains of 
attendants ; yet, follow them home, and within their houses 
you shall find their furniture is plain and homely ; no' great 
choice, but what was useful, rather than any for ornament or 
show.” ^ ^ 

Erasmus, as quoted by Jortin, confirms this account, and 
makes it worse ; he gives a curious account of English dirti- 
ness ; he ascribes the plague, from which England was hardly 
ever free, and the sweating-sickness, partly td the inconxmo- 
dious form, and bad exposition of the houses, to the filthiness 
of the streets, and to the sluttishness within doors. “ The 
floors,” says he, “ are commonly of clay, strewed with rushes 
iinde^ which lies, unmolested, an micient coiljection of beer, 
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grease, fragments, bones, spittle, excrement of dogs and cats, 
and everything that is nasty. ‘And now, certainly we are 
the cleanest nation in Europe, and the word comeortable 
expresses so peculiar an idea, that it has been adopted by 
foreigners to describe a sensation experienced nowhere but 
in England. 

I shall give a sketch of the domestic life of a nobleman in 
the reign of Charles the First, from the “ Life of the Duke 
of Newcastle/* written by his Duchess, whom I have abeady 
noticed. It might have been impertinent at the time of its 
publication ; it will now please those who are curious about 
English manners. 

“ Of his ILdhit, 

He accoutres his person according to the fashion, if it be 
one that is not troublesome and uneasy for men of heroic 
exercises and actions. He is neat and cleanly ; which makes 
him to be somewhat long in dressing, though not so long as 
many effeminate persons are. He shifts ordinarily once a day, 
and every time when he uses exercise, or his temper is more 
hot than ordinary. 

Of his Diet, 

“ In his diet he is so sparing and temf)erifce, that he never 
eats nor drinks beyond his set proportion, so as to satisfy only 
his natural appetite ; he makes but one meal a day, at which 
he drinks two good glasses of small beer, one -about the 
beginning, the other at the end thereof, and a little glass of 
sack in the middle of his dinner ; which glass of sack he also 
uses in the morning for his breaicfast, with a morsel of bread. 
His supper consists of an egg and a draught of small beer. 
And by this temperance he .finds himself very healthful, 
and may yet live many years^. he being now of the age of 
seventy-three. 

* The vse of censers or firepans to “ sweeten” houses by huming coarse 
perfumes is noted by Shakespeare. His commentator, Steevens, points 
out a passage in a letter of the Earl of Shrewsbury, who when keeping 
Mary Queen of Scots under his surveillance, notes ‘ ‘ That her Majesty 
was to be removed for 6 or 6 dayes to dense her chamber, being kept very 
unclenly.” That annoyances of a very disagreeable kind were constantly 
felt, he instances in a passage from the Memoir of Anne, Countess of 
Dorset, who relates that a noble party were infested with insects not now 
to he named, though named plainly by the lady, and all this “ by sitting 
in Sir Thomas Erskine’s chamber.” 
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^^His Recreation and JScoercise, 

“ His prime pastime and recreation hath always been the 
exercise of mannage and weapons, which heroic arts he used 
to practise every day ; but I observing that when he had over- 
heated himself he would be apt to talfe cold, prevailed so far, 
that at last he left the frequent use of the mannage, using 
nevertheless still the exercise of weapons ; and though he doth 
not ride himself so frequently as he hath done, yet he taketh 
delight in seeing his horses of mannage rid by his escuyers, 
whom he instructs in that art for his own pleasure. But in 
the art of weapons (in which he has a method beyond all that 
ever was famous in it, found out by his own ingenuity and 
practice) he never taught any body but the now Duke of 
Buckingham, whose guardian he hath been, and his own two 
sons. The rest of his time he spends in music, poetry, 
architecture, and the like.” 

The value of money, and the increase of our opulence, 
might form, says Johnson, a curious subject of research. In 
the reign of Edward the Sixth, Latimer mentions it as a 
proof of his father’s prosperity, that though but a yeoman, 
he gave his daughters five pounds each for their portion.^ At 
the latter end of Elizabeth’s reign, seven hundred pounds were 
such a temptation to courtship, as made all other motives 
suspected. Congreve makes twelve thousand pounds more 
than a counterbalance to the affection of Belinda. Ho poet 
wull now fly his favourite character at less than fifty thousand. 
Clarissa Harlowe had but a moderate fortune. 

In Sir John Vanbrugh’s Confederacy, a woman of fashion 
is presented with a bill of millinery as long as herself . — Yet 
it only amounts to a poor fifty pounds 1 at present this sounds 
oddly on the stage. I have heard of a lady of quality and 
fashion who had a bill of her fancy dressmaker, for the ' 
expenditure of one year, to the tune of, or rather, which closed 
in the deep diapason of, six thousand pounds I 

* He gives this piece of autobiography in his first sermon preached before 
Edward VL, 1549 : — “ My father was a yeoman, and had no lands of his 
own, only he had a farm of three or foure pound by year at the uttermost, 
and hereupon he tilled so much as kept half a dozen men. He had a walk 
for a hundred »sheep, and my mother milked thirty kine. He kept me to 
school. He married my sisters with five pound, or twenty nobles a piece ; 
so that he brought them up in godliness.” 
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THE EARLY DRAMA. 

It is curious to trace the first rude attempts of the drama in 
various nations ; to observe at that moment how crude is the 
imagination, and to trace the caprices it indulges ; and that ‘ 
the resemblance in these attempts holds in the earliest essays 
of Greece, of France, of Spain, of England, and, what appears 
extraordinary, even of China and Mexico.” 

The rude beginnings of the drama of Greece are suffi- 
ciently known, and the old mysteries of Europe have been 
exhibited in a former article. The progress of the French 
theatre has been this : — 

Etienne Jodelle, in 1552, seems to have been the first who 
had a tragedy represented of his own invention, entitled 
Cleopatra — it was a servile imitation of the form of the 
Grecian tragedy ; but if this did not require the highest 
genius, it did the utmost intrepidity ; for the people were, 
through long habit, intoxicated with the wild amusement they 
amply received from their farces and moralities. 

The following curious anecdote, which followed the first 
attempt at classical imitation, is very observable. J odelie’s 
success was such, that his rival poets, touched by the spirit of 
the Grecian muse, showed a singular proof of their enthu- 
siasm for this nevr poet, in a classical festivity which gave room 
for no little scand^ in that day ; yet as it was produced by a 
carnival, it was probably a kind of drunken bout. Fifty 
poets, during the carnival of 1552, went to Arcueil. Chance, 
says the writer of the life of the old French bard Eoiisard, 
who was one of the present jprofane party, threw across their 
road a goat — which having caught, they ornamented the goat 
with chaplets of flowers, and carried it triumphantly to the 
hall of their festival, to appear to sacrifice to Bacchus, and to 
present it to Jodelle ; for the goat, among the ancients, was 
the prize of the tragic bards ; the victim of Bacchus, who 
presided over tragedy, 

Carmine, qui tragico, vilem certavit ob bircum. 

The goat thus adorned, and his beard painted, *was hunted 
about the long table, at which the fifty poets were seated ; 
and after having served them for a subject of laughter for 
some time, he was hunted out of the room, and not sacrificed 
to Bacchus. Each of the guests made verses on the occasion, 
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in imitation of the Bacchanalia of the ancients. Eonsard 
composed some ditbyrambics to celebrate the festival of the 
goat of Etienne Jodelle; and another, entitled Our travels 
to Arcueil.” However, this Bacchanalian freak did not finish 
as it ought, where it had begun, among the poets. Several 
ecclesiastics sounded the alarm, and one Chandieu accused 
Eonsard with having performed an idolatrous sacrifice ; and 
it was easy to accuse the moral habits of fifty ])oets assembled 
together, who were far, doubtless, from being irreproachable. 
They repented for some time of their classical sacrifice of a 
goat to Tragedy. 

Hardi, the. French Lope de Vega, wrote 800 draniatic pieces 
from 1600 to 1637 ; his imagination was the most fertile 
possible; but so* wild and unchecked, that though its extra- 
vagances are very amusing, they served as so many instruc- 
tive lessons to his successors. One may form a notion of his 
violation of the unities by his piece “ La Force du Sang.’’ In 
the first act Leoeadia is carried off and ravished. In the second 
she is sent back with an evident sign of pregnancy. In the 
third she lie§ in, and at the close of this act her son is about 
ten years old. In the fourth, the father of the child acknow- 
ledges him ; and in the fifth, lamenting his son’s unhappy 
fate, he marries Leoeadia. Such are the pieces in the infancy 
of the drama. 

Eotrou was the first who ventured to introduce several 
persons in the same scene ; before his time they rarely ex- 
ceeded two persons ; if a third appeared, he was usudly a 
mute actor, who never joined the other two. The state of 
the theati’e was even then very rude; the most lascivious 
embraces were publicly given and taken ; and Eotrou even 
ventured to introduce a naked page in the scene, who in this 
situation holds a dialogue with one of his heroines. In 
another piece, “ Scedase, ou Vhospitaliie violeef Hardi makes 
two young Spartans carry off Scedase’s two daughters, ravish 
them on the stage, and, violating them in the side scenes, the 
spectators heard their cries and their complaints. Cardinal 
Eichelieu made the theatre one his favourite pursuits, and 
though not successful as a dramatic writer, his encourage- 
ment of the drama gradually gave birth to genius. Scudery 
was the first who introduced the twenty-four hours from 
Aristotle ; and Mairet studied the construction of the fable, 
and the rules of the drama. They yet groped in the dark, 
and their beauties were yet only occasional; Corneille, 
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Eacine, Moliere, Crebillon, and Yoltaire perfected the French 
drama. 

In the infancy of the tra,;?ic art in our countiy, the bowl 
and': dagger wfere considered as the great instruments of a 
ST^hKme pathos ; and the Die cdV^ and Die nohly'" of the 
exquisite and affecting tragedy of Fielding were frequently 
realised in our popular dramas. Thomas Goff, of the univer- 
sity of Oxford, in the reign of James I., was considered as 
no contemptible tragic poet : he concludes tlie first part of 
his Courageous Turk, by promising a second, thus : — 

If this first part, gentles ! do like you well, 

■ The second pai-t shall greater riurtkers tell. 

Specimens of extravagant bombast might* be selected from 
his tragedies. The following speech of Amurath the Tm’k, 
who coming on the stage, and seeing “ an appearance of the 
heavens being on fire, comets and blazing stars, thus addresses 
the heavens,’* which seem to have been in as mad a condition 
as the poet’s own mind : — 

How now, ye heavens ! grow yon 

So proud, that you must needs pxht on curled lochs^ 

And clothe yourselves in^enwigs of fire. 

In the Eaging Turk, or Bajazet the Second, ho is intro- 
duced with this most raging speech : — 

Am I not emperor ? he that breathes a no 
Damns in that negative syllable his soul ; 

Durst any god gainsay it, he should feel 
The strength of fiei'cest giants in my armies ; 

Mine anger’s at the highest, and I could shake 
The firm foundation of the earthly globe ; 

Could I but grasp the poles in these two hands 
I’d pluck the world asunder. 

He would scale heaven, and when he had 

got beyond the utmost sphere, 

Besiege the concave of this universe, 

And hunger-starve the gods till they confessed 
"What furies did oppress his sleeping soul. 

These plays went through two editions : the last printed 
in 1656. , * 

The following passage from a similar bard is as precious. 
The king in the play exclaims, — 

By all the ancient gods of Home and Greece, 

I love my daughter ! better than my niece ! 

If any one should ask the reason why, 

I’d tell them — — ■ - Nature makes the stronger tie I 
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One of the rude French plays, about 1600, is entitled La 
Lelellion, ou mescontentment des Grenouilles centre Jupiter, 
in five acts. The subject of this tragi-comic piece is nothing 
more than the fable of the frogs who asked Jupiter for a 
king. In the pantomimical scenes of a wild fancy, the actors 
were seen croaking in their fens, or climbing up the steep 
ascent of Olympus ; they were dressed so as to appear 
gigantic frogs ; and in pleading their cause before Jupiter 
and his court, the dull humour was to croak sublimely, when- 
ever they did not agree with their judge, 

Clavigero, in his curious history of 'Mexico, has given 
Acosta’s account of the Mexican theatre, which appears to 
resemble the first scenes among the Greeks, and these French 
frogs, but with more fancy and taste. Acosta writes, “ The 
small theatre was curiously whitened, adorned with boughs, 
and arches made of flowers and feathers, from which were 
suspended many birds, rabbits, and other pleasing objects. 
The actors exhibited burlesque characters, feigning themselves 
deaf, sick with colds, lame, blind, crippled, and addressing an 
idol for the return of health. The deaf people answered at 
cross-purposes ; those who had colds by coughing, and the 
lame by halting ; all recited their complaints and misfortunes, 
which produced infinite mirth among the audience. Others 
appeared under the names of different little animals; some 
disguised as beetles, some like toads, some like lizards, and 
upon encountering each other, reciprocally explained their 
employments, which was highly satisfactory to the people, 
as they performed their parts with infinite ingenuity. Several 
little boys also, belonging to the temple, appeared iu the 
disguise of butterflies, and birds of various colours, and 
mounting upon the trees which were fixed there on purpose, 
little balls of earth were thrown at them with slings, occa- 
sioning many humorous incidents to the spectators.” 

Something very wild and original appears in this singular 
exhibition; where at times the actors seem to have been 
spectators, and the spectators were actors. 


TEE MAEEIAaE OF THE ARTS. 

As a literary curiosity, can we deny a niche to that “ obli- 
quity of distorted wit,” of Barton Holyday, who has com- 
posed a strange comedy, in five acts, performed at Christ 
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Churcli, Oxford, 1630, not for tlie entertainment^ as an anec- 
dote records, of James the First ? 

The title of the comedy of this nnclassical classic, for 
Holyday is known as the translator of Juvenal with a very 
learned commentary, is Texnotamia, or the Marriage of the 
Arts, 1630, quarto ; extremely dull, excessively rare, and ex- 
traordinarily high-priced among collectors. 

It may he exhibited as one of the most extravagant in- 
ventions of a pedant. Who but a pedant could have con- 
ceived the dull fancy of forming a comedy, of hve acts, on 
the subject of marrying the Arts ! They are the dramatis 
personae of this piece, and the bachelor of arts describes their 
intrigues and characters. His actors are Polites, a magis- 
trate ; — Physica ; — Astronomia, daughter to Physica ; — 
Ethicus, an old man ; — G-eographus, a traveller and courtier, 
in love with Astronomia; — Arithmetica, in love with Geo- 
metres ; — Logicus ; — Grammaticus, a schoolmaster ; — Poeta ; 
— Historia, in love with Poeta; — Rhetorica, in love with 
Logicus ; — Melancholico, Poeta’ s man ; — Phantastes, servant 
to Geographus ; — Choler, Grammaticus’s man. 

All these refined and abstract ladies and gentlemen have 
as bodily feelings, and employ as gross language, as if they 
had been every-day characters. A specimen of his grotesque 
dulness may entertain : — 

Fruits of dull heat, and sooterkins of wit, 

Geographus opens the play with declaring his passion to 
Astronomia, and that very rudely indeed 1 See the pedant 
wreathing the roses of Love ! 

Geog. Come, now you shall, Astronomia. 

Ast, What shall I, Geographus p 

Geog, Kisse! 

Ast. What, in spite of my teeth ! 

Geog. No, not so ! I hope you do not use to kisse with 
your teeth. 

Ast, Marry, and I hope I do not use to kisse without 
them. 

Geog. Aj, hut my fine wit -catcher, I mean you do not 
show your teeth when you kisse.” 

He then kisses her, as he says, in the different manners of 
a French, Spanish and Dutch kiss. He wants to take off tlie 
zone of Astronomia. She begs he would not fondle her like 



The Marriage of the Arts. 45 

an elephant as he is ; and G-eographus sajs again, Won’t 
yon then i'” 

Ast Won’t I what? 

Geo, Be kinde ? 

Ast. Be kinde ! How ?” 

Fortunately Geographus is here interrupted by Astro- 
nomia’s mother Physica. This dialogue is a specimen of the 
whole piece : very flat, and very gross. Yet the piece is still 
curious, — not only for its absurdity, but for that sort of in- 
genuity, which so whimsically contrived to bring together 
the different arts ; this pedantic writer, however, owes more 
to the subject, than the subject derived from him ; without 
wit or humour, he has at times an extravagance of invention. 
As for instance, — Geographus and his man Phantastes de- 
scribe to Poeta the lying wonders they pretend to have wit- 
nessed ; and this is one : — 

^^Than. Sir, we met with a traveller that could speak six 
languages at the same instant. 

Toeia, How ? at the same instant, that’s impossible ! 

Than, Nay, sir, the actuality of the performance puts it 
beyond all contradiction. With his tongue he’d so vowel you 
out as smooth Italian as any man breathing ; with his eye 
he would sparkle forth the proud Spanish; with his nose 
blow out most robustious Dutch; the creaking of his high- 
heeled shoe would aiticalate exact Folonian; the knocking 
of his shinbone feminine French ; and his belly would 
grumble most pure and scholar-like Hungary T 

This, though extravagant without fancy, is not the worst 
part of the absurd humour which runs through this pedantic 
comedy. 

The classical reader may perhaps be amused by the follow- 
ing strange conceits. Poeta, who was in love with Historia, 
capriciously falls in love with Astronomia, and thus compares 
his mistress: — 

Her hroio is like a brave heroic line 
That does a sacred majestie inshrine ; 

Her «ose, Phaleuciahe-li^Q, in comely sort, 

Ends in a TrochiCf or a long and short. 

Her mouth is like a pretty Dimeter; 

Her eie-lrows like a little-longer Trimeter. 

Her chinne is an adonicJce, and her tongue 
Is an HiipermeteVi somewhat too long. 

Her eles I may compare them unto two 
Quick- turning dactyl es, for their nimble view. 
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Her ribs like staues of Sapphicics doe descend 
Thither, which but to name were to offend. 

Her arms like two Iambics raised on hie, 

Doe with her brow bear equal majestie ; 

Her legs like two straight spondees keep apace 
Slow as two scazons, but with stately grace. 

The piece concludes with a speech by Polites, who settles 
all the disputes and loves of the Arts. Poeta promises for 
the future to attach himself to Historia. Ehetorica, though' 
she loves Logi'eus, yet as they do not mutually agree, she is 
united to Grammaticus. Polites counsel-s Phlegmatico, who 
is Logicus’s man, to leave off smoking, and to learn better 
manners ; and Choler, Grammaticus’s man, to bridle himself ; 
— that Ethicus and (Economa would vouchsafe to give good 
advice to Poeta and Historia ; — and Physica to her children 
,Geographus and Astronomia ! for Grammaticus and Ehetorica, 
he says, their tongues will always agree, and will not fall out; 
and for Geometres and Arithmetica, they will be very regular. 
Melancholico, who is Poeta’s man, is left quite alone, and 
agrees to be married to Musica : and at length Phan tastes, 
by the entreaty of Poeta, becomes the servant of Melan- 
cholioo, and Musica. Physiognomus and Cheiromantes, who 
are in the character of gipsies and fortune-tellers, are finally 
eHled from the island of Eortunata, where lies the whole 
scene of the action in the residence of the Married Arts, 

The pedant-comic-writer has even attended to the dresses of 
his characters, which are minutely given. Thus Melancholico 
■wears a black suit, a black hat, a black cloak, and bjack 
worked band, black gloves, and black shoes. Sanguis, the 
servant of Medicus, is in a red suit ; on the breast is a man 
with his nose bleeding ; on the back, one letting blood in his 
ai’in ; with a red hat and band, red stockings and red pumps. 

It is recorded of this play, that the Oxford scholars re- 
solving to give James I. a relish of their genius, requested’ 
leave to act this notable piece. Honest Anthony Wood tells 
us, that it being too grave for the king, and too scholastic for 
the auditory, or, as some have said, the actors had taken too 
much wine, his majesty offered several times, after two acts, 
to withdraw. He was prevailed to sit it out, in mere charity 
to the Oxford scholars. The following humorous epigram 
was produced on the occasion : — 

At Clirisf-cliuCrch marriage, done before the king, 

Lest that those mates should want an offering, 

The king himself did offer; — "V^at, I pray ? 

He offered twice or thrice' — ^to go away i” 
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A CONTRIVANCE IN DRAMATIC DIALOGUE. 

Ceown, in his Cit}^ Politiques,” 1688 , a comedy written to 
satirise the Whigs of those days, was accused of having 
copied his" character too closely after life, and his enemies 
turned his comedy into a libel. He has defended himself in 
his preface from this imputation. It was particularly laid to 
his charge, that in the characters of Bartoline, an old corrupt 
lawyer, and his wife Lucinda, a wanton country girl, he in- 
tended to ridicule a certain Serjeant M and his young 

wife. It was even said that the comedian mimicked ftie odd 
speech of the aforesaid serjeant, who, having lost all his teeth, 
uttered his words in a very peculiar manner. On this, Crown 
tells us in his defence, that the comedian must not be blamed 
for this peculiarity, as it was an {mention of the author him- 
self, who had taught it to the player. He seems to have con- 
sidered it as no ordinary invention, and was so pleased with 
it that he has most painfully printed the speeches of the 
lawyer in this singular gibberish ; and his reasons, as well as 
his discovery, appear remarkable. 

He says, that “ Hot any one old man more than another is 
mimiqued, by Mr. Lee’s way of speaking, which all comedians 
can witness, was my own invention, and Mr. Lee was taught it 
by me. To prove this farther, I id pointed Bartoline’ s part 
in that manner of spelling by which I taught it Mr. Lee. 
They who have no teeth cannot pronounce many letters plain, 
but perpetually lisp and break their words, and some words 
they cannot bring out at all. As for instance tli is pronounced 
by thrusting the tongue hard to the teeth, therefore that 
sound they cannot make, but something like it. Por that 
reason you will often find in Bartoline’s part, instead of th, 
ya, as yat for that ; yish for this ; yosh for those ; sometimes 
a ^ is left out, as liousand for thousand ; hirty for thirty. S 
they pronounce like sh, as sher for sir ; musht for must ; t 
they speak like ch, — therefore you will find chrue for true ; 
chreason for treason ; cho for to ; cJioo for two ; cJien for ten ; 
chalce for take. And this ch is not to be pronounced like h, 
as ’tis in Christian, but as in child, church, chest. I desire 
the reader to observe these things, because otherwise he will 
hardly understand much of the lawyer’s part, which in the 
opinion of all is the most divertising in the comedy ; but 
when this ridiculous way of speaking is famifiar with him, it 
will render the part more pleasant.” 
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One hardly expects so curious a piece of orthoepy in the 
preface to a comedy. It may have required great observa- 
tion and ingenuity to hav6 discovered the cause of old tooth- 
less men mumbling their words. But as a piece of comic 
humour, on which the author appears to have prided himself, 
the effect is far from fortunate. Humour arising from a per- 
sonal defect is but a miserable substitute for that of a more 
genuine kind. I shall give a specimen of this strange gibbe- 
rish as it is so laboriously printed. It may amuse the reader 
to see his mother language transformed into so odd a shape 
that it^is with difficulty he can recognise it. 

Old *Bartolme thus speaks: — “ I wrong’d my shelf cho 
entcher incho hondsh of marriage and could not perform 
nantsh I might well hinJee you would chalce the forfeiture of 
the bond ; and I never found equichy in a ledg in my life , 
but I’ll trounce you loh; I have paved jaylsh wi’ the honesh 
of honester people yen you are, yat never did me nor any man 
any wrong, but had law oiyew sliydsh and right o’ yeir shydsh^ 
but because yey had not me o’ yeir shydsh. I ha’ lirown ’em 
m jaylsh^ and got yeir esTichatsch for my clyentsJi yat had no 
more chytle to ’em yen dogsh,^^ 


' THE COMEDY OP A MADMAN. 

I^ESMABETS, the friend of Bichelieu, was a very extraordinary 
character, and produced many effusions of genius in early life, 
till he became a mystical fanatic. It was said of him that 
‘‘ he was the greatest madman among poets, and the best poet 
among madmen.” His comedy of “The Visionaries” is one 
of the most extraordinary dramatic projects, and, in respect 
to its genius and its lunacy, may be considered as a literary 
curiosity. 

In this singular comedy all Bedlam seems to be let loose 
on the stage, and every character has a high claim to an 
apartment in it. It is indeed suspected that the cardinal 
had a hand in this anomalous drarna, and in spite of its ex- 
travagance it was favourably received by the public, who cer- 
tainly had never seen anything like it. 

Every character in this piece acts under some hallucination 
of the mind, or a fit of madness. Artabaze is a cowardly hero, 
who believes he has conquered the world, Amidor is a wild 
poet, who imagines he ranks above Homer. Pilidan is a lover, 
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The Comedy of a Madman, 

TV ho becomes inflammable as gunpowder for every mistress he 
reads of hi romances. Phalante is a beggarly bankrupt, who 
thinks himself as rich as Croesus. Melisse, in reading the 
“ Plistory of Alexander,’’ has become madly in love with this 
hero, and will have no other husband than “him of Macedon.” 
Hesperie imagines , her fatal charms occasion a hundred dis- 
appointments in the world, but prides herself on her perfect 
insensibility. Sestiane, who knows no other happiness than 
comedies, and whatever she sees or hears, immediately plans 
a scene for dramatic effect, renounces any other occupation ; 
and finally, Alcidon, the father of these three mad girls, as 
imbecile as his daughters are wild. So much for the amiable 
characters ! 

The plot is in perfect harmony with the genius of the 
author, and the characters he has invented* — perfectly uncon- 
nected, and fancifully wild. Alcidon resolves to marry his 
three daughters, who, however, have no such project of their 
own. He offers them to .the first who comes. He accepts 
for his son-in-law the first who offers, and is clearly con- 
vinced that he is within a very short period of accomplishing 
his wishes. As the four ridiculous personages whom we have 
Disced frequently haunt his house, he becomes embarrassed in 
finding one lover too many, having only three daughters. 

The catastrophe relieves the old gentleman from his em- 
barrassments. Melisse, faithful to her Macedonian hero, de- 
clares her resolution of dying before she marries any meaner 
personage. Hesperie refuses to marry, out of pity for man- 
kind ; for to make one man happy she thinks she must plunge 
a hmidred into despair. Sestiane, only passionate for 
comedy, cannot consent to any marriage, and tells her father, 
in very lively verses, 

Je lie veux point, mon pere, esponser un censeur ; 

Puisque vous me souffrez recevoir la douceur 
Pes plaisirs inuocens que le theatre apporte, 

Prendrais-je ie Lasard de vivre d’autre soi-te ? 

Puis on a des enfaus, qui vous sont sur les hras, 

Les mener au theatre, 0 Dieux ! quel embarras ! 

Tant6t couehe ou grossesse, ou quelque maladie ; 

Pour jamais vous font dire, adieu la com^dio I 

IMITATED, 

No, no, my father, I will have no critic, 

(Miscalled a husband) since you still permit 
The innocent sweet pleasures of the stage j 
And shall I venture to exchange my lot ? 

TOL. IT. ^ 
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Then we have children folded in our arms 

To bring them to the play-house ; heavens ! what troubles ! 

Then we lie in, are big, or sick, or vexed : 

These make us bid farewell to comedy ! 

At length these imagined sons-in-law appear ; Filidan de- 
clares that in these three girls he cannot find the mistress he 
adores. Amidor confesses he only asked for one of his 
daughters out of pure gallantry, and that he is only a lover — 
in verse 1 When Phalante is questioned after the great for- 
tunes he hinted at, the father discovers that he has not a 
stiver, and out of credit to borrow : while Artabaze declares 
that he only allowed Alcidon, out of mere benevolence, to 
flatter himself for a mordent with the hope of an honour that 
even Jupiter would not dare to pretend to. The four lovers 
disperse and leave the old gentleman more embarrassed than 
ever, and his daughters perfectly enchanted to enjoy their 
whimsical reveries, and die old maids — all alike “ Vision- 
aries !” 


SOLITUDE. 

We possess, among our own native treasures, two treatises ^ 
this subject, composed with no ordinary talent, and not their 
least value consists in one being an apology for solitude, while 
the other combats that prevailing passion of the studious. 
Zimmerman’s popular work is overloaded with common- 
place; the garrulity of eloquence. The two treatises now 
noticed may he compared to the highly-finished gems, whose 
figure may be more finely designed, and whose strokes may 
be more delicate in the smaller space they occupy than the 
ponderous block of marble hewed out by the German 
chiseller. 

Sir George Mackenzie, a polite writer, and a most eloquent 
pleader,, published, in 1665, a moral essay, preferring Solitude 
to public employment. The eloquence of his style was well 
suited to the dignity of his subject ; the advocates for soli- 
tude have always prevailed over those for active life, because 
there is something sublime in those feelings which would 
retire from the circle - of indolent triflers, or depraved 
geniuses. . The tract of Mackenzie waS ingeniously answered 
by the elegant taste of John Evelyn in 1667. Mackenzie^ 
though he wrote in favour of solitude, passed a very active 
life, jSrst as a pleader, and afterwards as a judge ; that he was 
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an eloquent writer, and an eloquent critic, we have the au- 
thority of Dryden, who says, that till he was acquainted 
with that noble wit of Scotland, Sir Greorge Mackenzie, he 
had not known the beautiful turn of words and thoughts in 
poetry, which Sir G-eorge had explained and exemplified to 
him in conversation. As a judge, and king’s advocate, will 
not the barbarous customs of the age defend his name ? He 
is most hideously painted forth by the dark pencil of a 
poetical Spagnoletti (Grahame), in his poem on “ The Birds 
of Scotland.” Sir George lived in the age of rebellion, and 
used torture : we must entirely put aside his political, to 
attend to his literary character. Blair has quoted his plead- 
ings as a model of eloquence, and Grahame is unjust to the 
fame of Mackenzie, when he alludes to his “ half-forgotten 
name.” In 1689, he retired to Oxford, to indulge the luxu- 
ries of study in the Bodleian Library, and to practise that 
solitude which so delighted him in theory ; but three years 
afterwards he fixed himself in London. Evelyn, who wrote 
in favour of public employment being preferable to solitude, 
passed his days in the tranquillity of his studies, and wrote 
against the habits which he himself most loved. By this it 
may appear, that that of which we have the least experience 
ourselves, will ever be what appears most delightful I Alas I 
everything in life seems to have in it the nature of a bubble 
of air, and, when touched, we find nothing but emptiness in 
our hand. It is certain that the most eloquent vniters in 
favour of solitude have left behind them too many memorials 
of their unhappy feelings, when they indulged this passion to 
excess ; and some ancient has justly said, that none but a 
god, or a savage, can suffer this exile from human nature. 

The following extracts from Sir George Mackenzie’s tract 
on Solitude are eloquent and impressive, and merit to be 
rescued from that oblivion which surrounds many writers, 
whose genius has not been effaced, but concealed, by the 
transient crowd of their posterity : — 

I have admired to see persons of virtue and humour long much to he in 
the city, ■w'here, when they come they found nor sought for no other diver- 
tissement than to visit one another ; and there to do nothing else than to 
make legs, view others habit, talk of the weather, or some such pitiful 
subject, and it may be, if they made a farther inroad upon any other afiair, 
they did so pick one another, that it afforded them matter of eternal 
quarrel ; for what was at first but an indifirerent subject, is by interest 
adopted into the number of our quarrels. — What pleasure can be receiv^ 
by talking of new fashions, buying and selling of lands, advancement or ruin 
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of favourites, victories or defeats of strange princes, wLich is tliA 
. su^ot of ordinary eonversatim, ?- Host desire to freqnont their 80^*^ 
and these men must either suffer tlieir railierv, or must not be\?l o’’®’ 

continue in their society ; if we converse iviti/ tlmm irto la^w^ 

address than ourselves, then we repine equally at our own dulness and T” 
the acuteness that accomplishes the speaker ; »r, if we converse withliS 
animals than ourselves, then we arc weary t.-, draw the yoke alone anS 
at our being m ill company ; but if chaiiro lilows ns in amongst our eauil? 
then we are so at guard to catcli all advantages, and so ihteiWrinl„- J 
d honneur, that it rather cruciates than recreates ns. How manv-ri 
themselves cheap hy these occasions, whom wc had valued hi. hll 
had frequented ns less ! And how many frequent pers.l S i 
that simphcity which the addresser admires in himself as wit and vet^wf 
recreate themselves with double laughters ! ’ 

In solitude, he addresses his friend : — “ dear Cekdnr onfi-v 

own breast and there survey the several operations of yoir fwii sou 7 Se 
progiess of your passions, the strugghngs of your appotde, the wanderinirc 
of your fancy, and ye will find, I assure you, more variotv n tint If - ^ 
than there is to be learned in all tho courts of Christendom. EeprieK 
yourself the last age, all the actions and interests in it, how much th » 
person was infatuated will, real, that person with lust horCeh one 
pursued honour, and another riches: and in the ne.vt thought Zw that 
scene, and represent them all turned to dnst and a.shes !” ° ‘ 

I cannot close this subject witliout the addition of some 
anecdotes, which may be useful. A man of letters finds 
solitude necessary, and for him solitude has its pleasures and 

“ ■‘“•w 

Solitude is indiopeniuble for litemrv pnreuit,. No com 

rises ^ fly “withtut night, an^ wherthe nioiS 

designated hisTuZrouf Sorfa^Khf 

villas, where they were composed !“°"® 
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liant circles of Paris for his boohs, his meditations, and for 
his immortal work, and was ridiculed by the gay triflers he 
relinquished. Harrington, to compose his Oceana, severed 
himself from the society of his friends, and was so wrapped 
in abstraction, that he was pitied as a lunatic. Descartes, 
inflamed by genius, abruptly breaks off all his friendly con- 
nexions, hires an obscure house in an unfrequented corner at 
Paris, and applies himself to study during two years unknown 
to his acquaintance. Adam Smith, after the publication of 
his first work, throws himself into a retirement that lasted 
ten years ; even Hume rallied him for separating himself from 
the world ; but the^ great political inquirer satisfied the 
world, and his friends, by his great work on the Wealth of 
Nations. 

But this solitude, at first a necessity, and then a pleasure, 
at length is not borne without repining. I will call for a 
witness a great genius, and he shall speak himself. Gibbon 
says, “ I feel, and shall continue to feel, that domestic soli- 
tude, however it may be alleviated by the world, by study, 
and even by friendship, is a comfortless state, which will 
grow more painful as I descend in the vale of years.” And 
afterwards he writes to a friend, “ Your visit has only served 
to remind me that man, however amused and occupied in his 
closet, w^as not made to live alone.” 

I must therefore now sketch a different picture of literary 
solitude than some sanguine and youthful minds conceive. 

Even the sublimest of men, Milton, who is not apt to vent 
complaints, appears to have felt this irksome period of life. 
In the preface to Smectymnuus, he says, “ It is but justice, 
not to defraud of due esteem the wearisome labours and stu-^ 
dious watchings^ wherein I have spent and tired out almost a 
whole youth.” 

Solitude in a later period of life, or rather the neglect 
'which awaits the solitary man, is felt with acuter sensi- 
bility. Cowley, that enthusiast for rural seclusion, in his re- 
tirement calls himself “The m'elancholy Cowley.” Mason 
has truly transferred the same epithet to Gray. Bead in his 
letters the history of solitude. We lament the loss of Cow- 
ley’s correspondence, through the mistaken notion of Sprat ; 
he assuredly had painted the sorrow's of his heart. But 
Shenstone has filled his pages with the cries of an ainiable 
being whose soul bleeds in the dead oblivion of solitude. 
Listen to his melancholy expressions : — “Now I am come 
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from a visit, every little uneasiness is sufficient to introduce 
my whole train of melancholy considerations, and to make 
me utterly dissatisfied with the life I now lead, and the life I 
foresee I shall lead. I am angry, and envious, and dejected, 
and frantic, and disregard all present things, as becomes a 
madman to do. I am infinitely pleased (though it is a 
gloomy joy) with the application of Dr. Swift’s complaint, 
that he is forced to die in a rage, like a poisoned rat in a 
hole.” Let the lover of solitude muse on its picture 
throughout the year, in the following stanza by the same 
poet : — 

Tedious again to curse the drizzling^day. 

Again to trace the wintry tracks of snow ! 

Or, soothed by vernal airs, again survey 

The self-same hawthorns bud, and cowslips blow ! 

Swift’s letters paint in terrifying colours a picture of soli- 
tude, and at length his despair closed with idiotism. The 
amiable Gresset could not sport with the brilliant wings of 
his butterfly muse, without dropping some querulous expres-* 
sion on the solitude of genius. In his “ Epistle to his Muse,” 
he exquisitely paints the situation of men of genius : 

# ^ 

Je les vois, victimes du genie, 

Au foible prix d’un eclat passager, 

Tivre isol6s, sans jouir de la vie ! 

And afterwards he adds, 

Vingt ans d’ennuis, pour quelques jours de gloire ! 

I conclude with one more anecdote on solitude, which may 
amuse. When 'Menage, attacked by some, and abandoned 
by others, was seized by a fit of the spleen, he retreated into 
the country, and gave up his famous Mercuriales; those 
Wednesdays when the literati assembled at his house, to 
praise up or cry down one another, as is usual with the lite- 
rary populace. Menage expected to find that tranquillity in 
the country which he had frequently described in his verses ; 
but as he was only a poetical plagiarist, it is not strange that 
our pastoral writer was greatly disappointed. Some country 
rogues having killed his pigeons, they gave him more vexa- 
tion than his critics. He hastened his return to Paris. “ It 
is better,” he observed, “ since we are born to sufler, to feel 
only reasonable sorrows,” 
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LITERARY FRIENDSHIPS. 

The memorable friendship of Beaumont and Fletcher so 
closely united their labours, that we cannot discover the pro- 
ductions of either ; and biographers cannot, without difficulty, 
compose the memoirs of the one, without running into the 
life of the other. They pourtrayed the same characters, 
while they mingled sentiment with sentiment; and their 
days were as closely interwoven as their verses. Metastasio 
and Farinelli were born about the same time, and early 
acquainted. They called one another Gemello, or The Twin ; 
both the delight of Europe, both lived to an advanced age, 
and died nearly at the same time. Their fortune bore, too, a 
resemblance ; for they were both pensioned, but lived and 
died separated in the distant courts of Vienna and Madrid. 
Montaigne and Charron were rivals, but always friends ; such 
was Montaigne’s affection for Charron, that he permitted him 
by his will to bear the full arms of his family ; and Charron 
evinced his gratitude to the manes of his departed friend, by 
leaving his fortune to the sister of Montaigne, who had mar- 
ried. Forty years of friendship, uninterrupted by rivalry or 
envy, crowned the lives of Poggius and Leonard Aretin, two 
of the illustrious revivers of letters. A singular custom for- 
merly prevailed among our own writers, which was an affec- 
tionate tribute to our literary veterans by young writers. 
The former adopted the latter by the title of sons. Ben 
Jonson had twelve of these poetical sons. Walton the angler 
adopted Cotton, the translator of Montaigne. 

Among the most fascinating effusions of genius are those 
little pieces which it consecrates to the cause of friendship. 
In that poem of Cowley, composed on the death of his friend 
Harvey, the following stanza presents a pleasing picture of 
the employments of two young students : — 

Say, for you saw us, ye immortal lights, 

How oft unwearied have we spent the nights ! 

Till the Ledman stars, so famed for love, 

Wondered at us from above. 

We spent them not in toys, in lust, or wine, 

But search of deep philosophy, 

Wit, eloquence, and poetry, 

Arts which I loved, for they, my friend, were thine. 

Milton has not only given the exquisite Lycidas to the 
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memory of a young friend, but in bis Fpitapliiiim Lcmonis^ 
to that of Deodatus, has poured forth some interesting senti- 
ments. It has been versified by Langhorne. Now, says the 
poet, 

To wtom shall I my hopes and fears impart. 

Or trust the cares and follies of my heart ? 

The elegy of Tickell, maliciously called by Steele “ prose ,iu 
rhyme,” is alike inspired by affection and fancy ; it htis a 
melodious languor, and a melancholy grace. The sonnet of 
Gray to the memory of West is a beautiful effusion, 'and a 
model for English sonnets. Helvetius was the protector of 
men of genius, whom he assisted not only with his criticism, 
but his fortune. At his death, Saurin read in the French 
Academy an epistle to the manes of his friend. ' Saurin, 
wrestling with obscurity and poverty, had been drawn into 
literary existence by the supporting hand of Helvetius. Our 
poet thus addresses him in the warm tones of gratitude : 

CTest toi qui me cherchant au seiu de I’infortune, 

Relevas mon sort abattu, 

Et sus me rendre ch^re une vie importune. 

* * * * 

Qu’importent ces pleurs — 

0 douieur impuissantel 6 regrets superflus ! 

Je vis, helas I Je vis, et mon ami n’est plus ! 

IMITATED. 

In misery’s' haunts, thy friend thy bounties seize, 

And give an urgent life some days of e<ase ; 

Ah ! ye vain griefs, superfluous tears I chide ! 

1 live, alas 1 I live — and thou hast died ! 

The literary friendship of a father with his son is one of 
the rarest alliances in the republic of letters. It was grati- 
fying to the feelings of young Gibbon, in the fervour of lite- 
rary ambition, to dedicate bis first-fruits to his father. The 
too lively son of Crebillon, though his was a very different 
genius to the grandeur of his father’s, yet dedicated his works 
to him, and for a moment put aside his wit and raillery for 
the pathetic expressions of filial veneration. We have had a 
remarkable instance in the two Eicbardsons ; and the father, 
in his original manner, has in the most glowing language ex- 
pressed his ajSfectionate sentiments. He says, “ My time of 
learning was employed in business ; but after all, I have the 
Greek and Latin tongues, because a part of me possesses 



57 


Literary Friendships. 

them, to whom I can recnr at pleasure, just as* I have a hand 
when I would write or paint, feet to walk, and eyes to see. 
My son is my learning, as I am that to him which he has 
not. — We make one man, and such a compound man may 
probably produce what no single man can.” And further, 
‘‘ I always think it my peculiar happiness to be as it were 
enlarged, es!panded, made another man, by the acquisition of 
my son ; and he thinks in the same manner concerning my 
union with him.” This is as curious as it is uncommon; 
however the cynic may call it egotism ! 

Some for their friend have died penetrated with incon- 
solable grief ; some have sacrificed their character to preserve 
his own ; some have shared their limited fortune ; and some 
have remained attached to their friend in the cold season of 
adversity. ' ' 

Jurieu denounced Bayle as an impious writer, and drew 
his conclusions from the ‘^Avis aux Eefugies.” This work 
is written against the Calvinists, and therefore becomes im- 
pious in Holland. Bayle might have exculpated himself with 
facility, by declaring the work was composed by La Eoque ; 
but he preferred to be persecuted rather than to ruin his 
friend ; he therefore was silent, and was condemned. When 
the minister Bouquet was abandoned by all, it w’-as the 
men of letters he had patronised who never forsook his 
prison ; and many have dedicated their works to great 
men in their adversity, whom they scorned to notice at 
the time when they were noticed by all. The learned 
Goguet bequeathed his MSS. and library to his friend 
Bugere, with whom he had united his aifections and his 
studies. His work on the “ Origin of the Arts and Sciences” 
had been much indebted to his aid. Bugere, who knew 
his friend to be past recovery, preserved a mute despair, 
during the slow and painful disease; and on the death of 
Goguet, the victim of sensibility perished amidst the manu- 
scripts which his friend had in vain bequeathed to prepare for 
publication. The Abb6 de Saint Pierre gave an interesting 
proof of literary friendship. When he was at college he 
formed a union with Varignon, the geometrician. They were 
of congenial dispositions. When he went to Paris he invited 
Yarignon to accompany him; but Varignon had nothing, and 
the Abbe was far from rich. A certain income was neces.sary 
for the tranquil pursuits of geometry. Our Abb6 had an in- 
come of 1800 livres ; from this he deducted 300, which he 
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gave to the geometrician, accompanied by a delicacy which 
few but a man of genius could conceive. I do not give it 
to you,*’ he said, “ as a salary, but an annuity, that you may 
.be independent, and quit me when you dislike me.” Some- 
thing nearly similar embellishes our own literary history. 
When Akenside was in great danger of experiencing famine 
as well as fame, Mr. Dyson allowed him three hundred pounds 
a year. Of this gentleman, perhaps, nothing is known ; yet 
whatever his life may be, it merits the tribute of the bio- 
grapher. To close with these honourable testimonies of lite- 
rary friendship, we must not omit that of Churchill and 
Lloyd. It is known that when Lloyd heard of the death of 
our poet, he acted the part which Dugere did to Goguet. 
The page is crowded, but my facts are by no means ex- 
hausted. 

The most illustrious of the ancients prefixed the name of 
some friend to the head of their works. — We too often place 
that of some patron. They honourably inserted it in their 
works. When a man of genius, however, shows that he is 
not less mindful of his social affection than his fame, lie is the 
more loved by his reader. Plato communicated a ray of his 
glory to his brothers ; for in his Eepublic he ascribes some 
parts to Adimanthus and Glauchon; and Antiphon the 
youngest is made to deliver his sentiments in the Parmenides. 
To perpetuate the fondness of friendship, several authors have 
entitled their works by the name of some cherished associate. 
Cicero to his Treatise on Orators gave the title of Brutus ; to 
that of Friendship, Lelius ; and to that of Old Age, Cato. 
They have been imitated by the moderns. The poetical Tasso 
to his dialogue on Friendship gave the name of Manso, who 
was afterwards his affectionate biographer. Sepulvucda en- 
titles his Treatise on Glory by the name of his friend Gon- 
salves. Lociel to his Dialogues on the Lawyers of Paris 
prefixes the name of the learned Pasquier. Thus Plato dis- 
tinguishes his Dialogues by the names of certain persons ; the 
one on Lying is entitled Hippius; on Ehetoric, Gorgias; 
and on Beauty, Phsedrus. 

Luther has perhaps earned this feeling to an extravagant 
point. He was so delighted by his favourite “ Commentary 
on the Epistle to the Galatians,” that he distinguished it by 
a title of doting fondness ; he named it after his wife, and 
called it “ His Catherine.” 
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ANECDOTES OF ABSTEACTION OF MIND. 

Some have exercised this power of abstraction to a degree 
that appears marvellous to volatile spirits, and puny thinkers. 

To this patient habit, Newton is indebted for many of his 
great discoveries ; an apple falls upon him in his orchard, — 
and the system of attraction succeeds in his mind ! he ob- 
serves boys blowing soap bubbles, and the properties of light 
display themselves 1 Of Socrates, it is said, that he would 
frequently remain an entire day and night in the same atti- 
tude, absorbed in meditation ; and why should we doubt this, 
when we know that La Fontaine and Thomson, Descai-tes 
and Newton, experienced the same abstraction**? Mercator, 
the celebrated geographer, found such delight in the ceaseless 
progression of his studies, that he would never willingly quit 
his maps to take the necessary refreshments of life. In Cicero’s 
Treatise on Old Age, Cato applauds Gallus, who, when he 
sat down to write in the morning, was surprised by the even-^ 
ing ; and when he took up his pen in the evening was sur- 
prised by the appearance of the morning. Buffon once 
described these delicious moments with his accustomed elo- 
quence ; — “ Invention depends on patience ; contemplate your 
subject long ; it will gradually unfold, till a sort of electric 
spark convulses for a moment the brain, and spreads down to 
the very heart a glow of irritation. Then come the luxuries 
of genius ! the true hours for production and composition ; 
hom’s so delightful, that I have spent twelve and fourteen 
successively at my writing-desk, and still been in a state of 
pleasure.” The anecdote related of Marini, the Italian poet, 
may be true. Once absorbed in revising his Adonis, he 
suffered his leg to be burnt for some time, without any 
sensation. 

Abstraction of this sublime kind is the first step to that 
noble enthusiasm which accompanies Genius ; it produces 
those raptures and that intense delight, which some curious 
facts will explain to us. 

Poggius relates of Dante, that he indulged his medita- 
tions more strongly than any man he knew ! whenever he read, 
he was only alive to what was passing in his mind ; to all 
human concerns, he was as if they had not been ! Dante 
went one day to a great .public procession ; he entered the 
shop of a bookseller to be a spectator of the passing show. 
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He found a book which greatly interested him ; he devoured 
it in silence, and plunged into an abyss of thought. On his 
return he declared that he had neither seen, nor heard, the 
slightest occurrence of the public exhibition which had passed 
before him. This enthusiasm renders everything surround- 
ing us as distant as if an immense interval separated us from 
the scene. A modern astronomer, one summer night, with- 
drew to his chamber ; the brightness of the heaven showed 
a phenomenon. He passed the whole night in observingnt, 
and when they came to him early in the morning, and found 
liim in the same * attitude, he said, like one who had been 
recollecting his thoughts for a few moments, It must be thus ; 
but 111 go to bed before ’tis late !” He had gazed the entire 
night in meditation, and did not know it. 

This intense abstraction operates visibly ; this perturbation 
of the faculties, as might be supposed, affects persons of 
genius physically. What a forcible description the late 
Madame Eoland", who certainly was a woman of the first 
genius, gives of herself on her first reading of Telemachus 
and Tasso. ‘‘ My respiration rose ; I felt a rapid fire colour- 
ing my face, and my voice changing, had betrayed my agita- 
-tion ; I was Eucharis for Telemachus, and Erminia for 
Tancred ; however, during this perfect transformation, I did 
not yet think that I myself was any thing, for any one. The 
whole had no connexion with myself, T sought for nothing 
around me ; I was them, I saw only the objects which existed 
for them ; it was a dream, without being awakened.’* — Metas- 
tasio describes a similar situation. When I apply with a 
little attention, the nerves of my sensorium are put into a 
violent tumult. I grow as red in the face as a drunkard, and 
am obliged to quit my work.” When Malebranche first took 
up Descartes on Man, the germ and origin of his philosophy, 
he was obliged frequently to interrupt his reading by a violent 
palpitation of the heart. When the first idea of the Essay 
on the Arts and Sciences rushed on the mind of Eoiisseau, it 
occasioned such a feverish agitation that it approached to a 
delirium. 

This delicious inebriation of the imagination occasioned the 
ancients, who sometimes perceived the effects, to believe it was 
not short of divine inspiration. Fielding says, “I do not doubt 
hut that the most pathetic and affecting scenes have been writ 
with tears.” He perhaps would have been pleased to have 
confirmed his observation by the following circumstances. The 
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tremors of Dryden, after having written an Ode, a circum- 
stance tradition has accidentally handed down, were not unusual 
with him ; in the preface to his Tales he tells us, that in 
translating Horner he found greater pleasure than in Virgil ; 
but it was not a pleasure without pain ; the continual agitation 
of the spirits must needs be a weaken er to any constitution, 
especially in age, and many pauses are required for refreshment 
betwixt the heats. In writing the ninth scene of the second 
act of the Olimpiade, Metastasio found himself in tears ; an 
effect which afterwards, says Dr. Burney, proved very conta- 
gious. It was on this occasion that that tender poet commemo- 
rated the circumstance in the following interesting sonnet : — 

SONNET FEOM METASTASIO. 

Scrirendo V Autor'e in Vienna Vanno 1733 la sua Olimpiade si senti 
commosa jino alle lagrime nelV esprimere la dividone di due teneri 
amici: e meravigliandosi che un falso^ e da lui inventato disastroy 
pbtesae cagionargli una si vera passione, si fece a rijlettere quanto poco 
ragionevole e solido fondamento polsano aver le altre che soglion fre- 
quentamente agitarc% nel corso di nostra vita. 

Sogni e favole io fingo, e pure in carte 
Mentre favole, e sogni, oruo e disegno, 

In lor, (folle ch’ io son 1) prendo tal parte 
Che del mal che inventai piango, e mi sdegno. 

Ma forse allor che non m’ inganna I’arte, 

Piii saggio io sono e 1’ agitato ingegno 
Forse alio pit! tranquillo ? 0 forse parte 
Da pi A salda cagion I’ainor, lo sdegno ? 

Ah che non sol quelle, ck’ io canto, o scrivo 
Favole son ; ma quanto temo, o spero, 

Tutt’ e manzogna, e delirando io vivo ! 

Sogno della mia vita e ii corso intero. 

Deh tu, Signor, quando a destarmi arrivo 
Fa, ch’ io trovi riposo in sen del vero. 

In 1738, the Author, composing his Olimpiade, felt himself suddenly 
moved, even to tears, in expressing the separation of two tender lovers. 
Surprised that a ‘fictitious grief, invented too hj himself, could raise so 
true a passion, he reflected how little reasonable and solid a foundation 
the others had, which so frequently agitated us in this state of our 
existence, 

SONNET — IMITATED. 

Fables and dreams I feign ; yet though but verse 
The dreams and fables that adorn this scroll, 

Fond fool ! I rave, and grieve as I rehearse ; 

While GENUINE TEARS for FANCIED SORROWS roll. 

Perhaps the dear delusion of my heart 
Is wisdom ; and the agitated mind. 

As still responding to each plaintive part, 

With love and rage, a tranquil hour can find. 
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All ! not alone tte tender ehtmes I give 
Are fictions : but my fears and hopes I deem 
Are FABLES all; deliriously I live, 

And life’s whole course is one protracted dream. 
Eternal Power ! when shall I wake to rest 
This wearied brain on Truth’s immortal breast ? 


BICHARDSON. 

The censure which the Shakspeare of novelists has incurred 
for the tedious procrastination and the minute details of his 
fable ; his slow unfolding characters, and the slightest ges- 
tures of his personages, is extremely unjust; for is it not 
evident that we could not have his peculiar excellences with- 
out these accompanying defects ? When characters are fully 
delineated, the narrative must be suspended. Whenever the 
narrative is rapid, which so much delights superficial readers, 
the characters cannot be very minutely featured ; and the 
writer who aims to instruct (as Richardson avowedly did) by 
the glow and eloquence of his feelings, must often sacrifice to 
this his local descriptions. Richardson himself has given us 
the principle that guided him in composing. He tells us, 
“ If I give' speeches and conversations, I ought to give them 
justly ; for the humours and characters of persons cannot be 
known unless I repeat what they say, and their manner of 
saying.” 

Foreign critics have been more just to Richardson than many 
of his own countrymen. I shall notice the opinions of three 
celebrated writers, D’Alembert, Rousseau, and Diderot. 

D’Alembert was a great mathematician. His literary taste 
was extremely cold : he was not worthy of reading Richard- 
son. The volumes, if he ever read them, must have fallen 
from his hands. The delicate and subtle turnings, those folds 
of the human heart, which require so nice a touch, was a 
problem which the mathematician could never solve. There 
is no other demonstration in the human heart, but an appeal 
to its feelings : and what are the calculating feelings of an 
arithmetician of lines and curves ? He therefore declared of 
Richardson that “ La Nature est bonne a imiter, mais non pas 
jusqu’a i’ennui.” 

Rut thus it was not with the other two congenial geniuses ! 
The fervent opinion of Rousseau must be familiar to the 
reader ; but Diderot, in his eloge on Richardson, exceeds even 
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Eousseau in the enthusiasm of his feelings. I extract some 
of the most interesting passages. Of Clarissa he says, I 
yet remember with delight the first time it came into my 
hands. I was in the country. How deliciously was I affected 1 
At every moment I saw my happiness abridged by a page. 
I then experienced the same sensations those feel who have 
long lived with one they love, and are on the point of 
separation. At the close of the work I seemed to remain 
deserted.” 

The impassioned Diderot then breaks forth : — “ Oh, Kich- 
ardson ! thou singular genius in my eyes ! thou shalt form 
my reading in all times. If forced by sharp necessity, my 
friend falls into indigence ; if the mediocrity of my fortune 
is not sufficient to bestow on my children the necessary 
cares for their education, I will sell my books, — but thou 
shalt remain ! yes, thou shalt rest in the same class with 
Moses, Homee, Eueipides, and Sophocles, to be read 
alternately. 

“ Oh Eichardson, I dare pronounce that the most veritable 
history is full of fictions, and thy romances are full of truths. 
History paints some individuals ; thou paintest the human 
species. History attributes to some individuals what they 
have neither said nor done ; all that thou attributest to man 
he has said and done. , History embraces but a portion of 
duration, a point on the surface of the globe ; thou hast em- 
braced all places and all times. The human heart, which has 
ever been and over shall be the same, is the model which thou 
copiest. If we were severely to criticise the best historian, 
would he maintain his gi’ound as thou ? In this point of 
view, I venture to say, that frequently history is a miserable 
romance ; and romance, as thou hast composed it, is a good 
history. Painter of nature, thou never liest ! 

“ I have never yet met with a person who shared my enthu- 
siasm, that I was not tempted to embrace, and to press him 
in my arms ! 

“ Eichardson is no more ! His loss touches me, as if my 
brother was no more. I bore him in my heart without 
having seen him, and knowing him but by his works. He has 
not had all the reputation he merited. Eichardson ! if living 
thy merit has been disputed ; how great wilt thou appear to 
our children’s children, when we shall view thee at the dis- 
tance we now view Homer ! Then who will dare to steal a 
line from thy sublime works ! Thou hast had more ad- 
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mirers amongst us than in thine own country, and at this I 
rejoice!” 

It is probable that to a Frenchman the style of Richardson 
is not so objectionable when translated, as to ourselves. I 
think myself that it is very idiomatic and energetic ; others 
have thought differently. The misfortune of Richardson was, 
that he was unskilful in the art of writing, and that he could 
never lay the pen down while his inkhorn supplied it. 

He was delighted by his own works. No author enjoyed 
so much the bliss of excessive fondness. I heard from the 
late Charlotte Lenox the anecdote which so severely repri- 
manded his innocent vanity, which Boswell has recorded. 
This lady was a regular visitor at Richardson’s house, and she 
could scarcely recollect one visit which was not taxed by our 
author reading one of his voluminous letters, or two or three, 
if his auditor was quiet and friendly. 

The extreme delight which he felt on a review of his own 
works the works themselves witness. Each is an evidence of 
what some will deem a violent literary vanity. To Famela 
is prefixed a letter from the editor (whom we know to be the 
author), consisting of one of the most minutely laboured 
panegyrics of the work itself, that ever the blindest idolater 
of some ancient classic paid to the object of his frenetic 
imagination. ^ In several places there, .he contrives to repeat 
the striking parts of the narrative which display the fertility 
of his imagination to great advantage. To the author’s own ^ 
edition of his Clarissa is appended an alphabetical arrange- 
ment of the sentiments dispersed throughout the work ; and 
such was the fondness that dictated this voluminous arrange- 
ment, that such trivial aphorisms as, “habits are not easily 
changed,” “ men are known by their companions,” &c., seem 
alike to be the object of their author’s admiration. This 
collection of sentiments, said indeed to have been sent to him 
anonymously, is curious and useful, and shows the value of 
the work, by the extensive grasp of that mind which could 
think so justly on such numerous topics. And in his third 
and final labour, to each volume of Sir Charles Grandison is 
not only prefixed a complete indecc, with as much exactness as 
if it were a History of England, but there is also appended 
a list of the similes and allusions in the volume ; some of 
which do not exceed three or four in nearly as many hundred 
pages. 

Literary history does not record a more singular example of 
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that self-deliglit which an author has felt on a revision of Iiis 
works. It was this intense pleasure wliich produced his 
voluminous labours. It must be confessed there are readers 
deficient in that sort of genius which makes the mind oi 
Eichardson so fertile and prodigal. 


INFLUENCE OF A NAME. 

What’s in a name ? That which we call a rose, 

By any other name wonld smell as sweet. 

Names, by an involuntary suggestion, produce an extraor- 
dinary illusion. Favour or disappointment has been often 
conceded as the name of the claimant has affected us ; and 
the accidental affinity or coincidence of a name, connected 
with ridicule or hatred, with pleasure or disgust, has operated 
like magic. But the facts connected with this subject will 
show how this prejudice has branched out.* 

Sterne has touched on this unreasonable propensity of 
judging by names, in his humorous account of the elder 
Mr, Shandy’s system of Christian names. And Wilkes has 
expressed, in Boswell’s Life of Johnson, all the influence of 
baptismal names, even in matters of poetry ! He said, ‘‘ The 
last city poet was Blhanah Settle. There is something in 
names which one cannot help feeling. Now Elkanah Settle 
sounds so queer, who can expect much from that name ? We 
should have no hesitation to give it for John JDrgden in 
preference to Mhanah Settle, from the names only, without 
knowing their different merits.” 

A lively critic noticing some American poets, says There 
is or was a Mr. Dwight who wrote a poem in the shape of an 
epic; and his baptismal name was Timothy;"’ and involun- 
tarily we infer the sort of epic that a Timothy write. 
Sterne humorously exhorts all godfathers not “ to Nioodemus 
a man into nothing.” 

There is more truth in this observation than some may ho 
inclined to allow ; and that it affects mankind strongly, all 
ages and all climates may be called on to testify. Even in 
the barbarous age of Louis XI., they felt a delicacy respecting 
names, which produced an ordinance from his majesty. The 
king’s barber was named Olivier le JDidble. At first the 

* Lower’s '‘English Surnames; an Essay on Family Nomenclature,” 
may be profitably studied in connexion with this curious subject. 
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king allowed Hm to get rid of the offensive part by changing 
it to Le Malm ; but the improvement was not happy, and 
for a third time he was called Le Maiivais, Even this did 
not answer his purpose; and as he was a great racer, he 
finally had liis majesty’s ordinance to be called Le JDain, 
under penalty of law if any one should call him Le Liccble, 
Le Malin, or Le Maiwais. According to Platina, Sergius 
the Second Vv^as'the first pope who changed his name in 
ascending the papal throne; because his proper name was 
Hog's-moulJi, very unsuitable with the pomp of the tiara. 
The ancients felt the same fastidiousness; and among the 
Eomans, those who were called to. the equestrian order, having 
low and vulgar names, were new named on the occasion, lest 
the former one should disgrace the dignity.* 

When JBarlier, a French wit, was chosen for the preceptor 
of Colbert’s son, he felt his name was so uncongenial to his 
new profession, that he assumed the more splendid one of 
HAtLcoiiT^ by which he is now known. Madame Gomez had 
married a person named Bonhomme ; but she would never 
exchange her nobler Spanish name to prefix her married one 
to her romances, which indicated too much of meek humility. 
Guez (a beggar) is a French writer of great pomp of style ; 
but he felt such extreme delicacy at so low a name, that to 
give some authority to the splendour of his diction, he 
assumed the name of his estate, and is well known as Balzac, 
A French poet of the name of Theophile Viaiit, finding that 
his surname pronounced like veau (calf), exposed him to the 
infinite jests of the minor wits, silently dropped it, b/ retain- 
ing the more poetical appellation of Theophile. Various 
literary artifices have been employed by some who, still pre- 
serving a natural attachment to the names of them fathers, 
^’’et blushing at the same time for their meanness, have in 
their Latin works attempted to obviate the ridicule which 
they provoked. One Gaucher (left-handed) borrowed the 
name of Bcevola, because Scevola, having burnt his right 
arm, became consequently left-handed. Thus also one Be la 
Borgne (one-eyed) called himself Strabo; Be Charpentier 
took that of Bahricius ; Be Valet translated his Bervilius ; 
and an unlucky gentleman, who bore the name of Bu lout 
d" Homme, boldly assumed that of Virulus. Dorat, a French 
poet, had for his real name Bisnemandi, which, in the dialect 

Fortniifito names, tbe hona nomina of Cicero, were cMefly selected ju 
with tlie cLissic luaMin, homm nomen^ bomm omen. 
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of tlie Limousins, signifies one who dines in the morning ; 
that is, who has no other dinner than his breakfast. This 
degrading name he changed to Borat, or gilded, a nickname 
which one of his ancestors had borne for his fair tresses. Exit 
by changing his name^ his feelings were not entirely quieted, 
for unfortunately his daughter cherished an invincible pp^ssion 
for a learned man, who unluckily was named Goulu; that is, 
a shark, as gluttonous as a shark. Miss Blsnemandi felt 
naturally a strong attraction for a goulu; and in sjjite of her 
father’s remonstrances, she once more renewed his sorrows in 
this alliance ! 

There are unfortunate names, which are very injurious to 
the cause in which they are engaged ; for instance, the Long 
Parliament in Cromwell’s time, called by derision the 
was headed by one Barebones, a leather-seller. It was after- 
wards called by his unlucky name, which served to heighten 
the ridicule east over it by the nation. 

Formerly a custom prevailed with learned men to change 
their names. They showed at once their contempt for vulgar 
denominations and their ingenious erudition. They chris- 
tened themselves wdth Latin and Greek. This disguising of 
names came, at length, to be considered to have a political 
tendency, and so much alarmed Pope Paul the Second, that 
he imprisoned several persons for their using certain affected 
names, and some, indeed, which they could not give a reason 
why they assumed. JDesiderius Brasmus was a name formed 
out of his family name Gerard, which in Dutch signifies 
amiable ; or Ga® all, aeed nature. He first changed it to a 
Latin word of much the same signification, desiderius, which 
afterwards he refined into the Greek Brasmus, by which name 
he is now known. The celebrated Meuchlin, which in German 
signifies smolce, considered it more dignified to smoke in Greek 
by the name of Qapnio. An Italian physician of the name 
of Benza ITalizia, prided himself as much on his* translating 
it into the Greek AJcahia, as on the works which he published 
under that name. One of the most amiable of the reformers 
was originally named Hertz Bchwartz (black earth), which 
he elegantly turned into the Greek name Melancthon. The 
vulgar name of a great Italian poet was Trapasso ; but when 
the learned Gravius resolved to devote the youth to the muses, 
he gave him a mellifluous name, which they have long known 
and cherished — Meiasfasio. 

Harsh names will have, in spite of all our philosophy, a 

r 2 
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painful and ludicrous effect on our ears and our associations : 
it is vexatious that the softness of delicious vowels, or the 
ruggedness of inexorable consonants, should at all be con- 
nected with a man’s happiness, or even have an influence on 
his fortune. 

The actor Ilacldin was softened down by taking in the first 
and last s}dlables of the name of 2IacMauf/lilin, as Mallocli 
was polished to Mallet ; and even our sublime Milton, in a 
moment of humour and hatred to the Scots, condescends to 
insinuate that their barbai’ous names are symbolical of their 
natures, — and from a man of the name of Mac OollkittoJc, 
he expects no mercy. Virgil, when young, formed a design 
of a national poem, but was soon discouraged from proceed- 
ing, merely by the roughness and asperity of the old Eoman 
names, such as Decius Miis; Lucumo ; Vibius Gaudex, The 
same thing has happened to a friend who began an Epic on 
the subject of Drake's discoveries; the name of the hero 
often will produce a ludicrous efleet, but one of the most 
unlucky of his chief heroes must be Thomas Doughty ! One 
of Blackmore’s chief heroes in his Alfred is named Gunter ; 
a printer’s erratum might have been fatal to all his heroism ; 
as it is, he makes a sony appearance. Metastasio found 
himself in the same situation. In one of his letters he writes, 
“ The title' of my new opera is II Be Bastor. The chief in- 
cident is the restitution of the kingdom of Sidon to the lawful 
heir : a prince with such a hypochondriac name^ that he would 
have disgraced the title-page of any piece ; who would have 
been able to bear an opera entitled DAbdolonimo ? I have 
contrived to name him as seldom as possible.” So true is it, 
as the caustic Boileau exclaims of an epic poet of his days, 
who had shown some dexterity in cacophony, when he chose 
his hero — 

O^le plaisant projet d’un poete ignorant, 

Qni de taut de heros va clioisir Childehrand f 
. D’nn seal nom qnelqnefois le son dur et bizarre 
Rend nn podme entier, ou burlesque ou barbare. 

Art PoStigiiCy c. iii.-v, 24h 

In sucii',a crowd the Poet were to blame 
To choose King Chilpenc for his hero’s name. 

SinW, SoAMES. 

This epic poet perceiving the town joined in the severe 
railiery of the poet, published a long defence of his hero’& 
name ; but the town was inexorable, and the epic poet after- 
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wards changed Cliildehrand' s name to Charles Martel, which 
probably was discovered to have something more humane 
Corneille’s JBertharite was an unsuccessful tragedy, and 
Voltaire deduces its ill fortune partly from its barbarous 
names, such as Garilald and JSdmdge, Voltaire, in giving 
the names of the founders of Helvetic freedom, says, the 
difficulty of pronouncing these respectable names is injurious 
to their celebrity; they are Melchthal, Stauff archer, and 
Taltherfurst, 

We almost hesitate to credit what we know to be true, 
that the length or the shortness of a name can seriously infiu- 
eiice the mind. But history records many facts of this nature. 
Some nations have long cherished a feeling that there is a 
certain elevation or abasement in proper names. Montaigne 
on this subject says, “ A gentleman, one of my neighbours, 
in over-valuing the excellences of old times, never omitted 
noticing the pride and magnificence of the names of the nobility 
of those days ! Don Grimedan, Quadragan, Argesilan, v;heii 
fully sounded, were evidently men of another stamp than 
Feter, Giles, and Michel'" What could be hoped for from 
the names of Ebenezer, Malachi, and Methusalem? The 
Spaniards have long been known for cherishing a passion for 
dignified names, and are marvellously affected by long and 
voluminous ones ; to^enlarge them they often add the places of 
their residence. We ourselves seem affected by triple names ; 
and the authors of certain periodical publications always assume 
for their nom de guerre a triple name, which doubtless raises 
them much higher in their reader’s esteem than a mere Chris- 
tian and ^ surname. Many Spaniards have given themselves 
names from some remarkable incident jn their lives. One 
took the name of the Eoyal Transport, for having conducted 
the Infanta in Italy. Orendayes added de la Paz, for having 
signed the peace in 1725. Navarro, after a naval battle off 
Toulon, added la Vittoria, though he had remained in 
safety at Cadiz while the French admiral Le Court had 
fought the bat^e, which was entirely in favour of the English. 
A favourite of the King of Spain, a great genius, and the 
friend of Farinelli, who had sprung from a very obscure origin, 
to express his contempt of these einpty and haughty names, 
assumed, when called to the administration, that of the 
Marquis of La Llnsenada (nothing in himself). 

But the influence of long names is of very ancient standing. 
Lucian notices one Simon, who coming to a great fortune 
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aggrandised liis name to Bimojiides. Dioclesian had once 
been plain Diodes before be was emperor. When Bruna 
became qneen of France, it was thought proper to convey 
some of the regal pomp in her n'ame by calling her Brune-^ 
JiauU. 

The Spaniards then must feel a most singular contempt 
for a vevi/ sJior't name, and on this^’subject Fuller has recorded 
a pleasant fact. An opulent citizen of the name of Jolm Cuts 
(what name can be more unluckily short ?) was ordered by 
Elizabeth to receive the Spanish ambassador ; but the latter 
complained grievously, and thought he was disparaged by 
the shortness of his name. He imagined that a man bear- 
ing a monosyllabic name could never, in the great alphabet 
of civil life, liave performed anything* great or honourable ; 
but when he found that honest John Qiits displayed a hos- 
pitality which had nothing monosyllabic in it, he groaned 
only at the utterance of the name of his host. 

There are names, indeed, which in the social circle will in 
spite of all due gravity awaken a harmless smile, and Shenstone 
solemnly thanked Grod that his name was not liable to a pun. 
There are some names which excite horror, such ,as Mr. Stab- 
back ; others contempt, as Mr. Twopenny ; and others of 
vulgar or absurd signification, subject too often to the inso- 
lence of domestic witlings, which occasiens irritation even in 
the minds of worthy, but suffering, men. 

There is an association of pleasing ideas with certain names, 
—and in the literary world they produce a fine effect. Bloom- 
field is a name apt and fortunate for a rustic bard ; as Blorian 
seems to describe his sweet and flowery style. Dr. Parr de- 
lived his first acq^^p-intance with the late Mr. Homer from 
the aptness of his name, associating with his pursuits. Our 
writers of romances and novels are initiated into all the arcana 
of names, which cost them many painful inventions. It is 
recorded of one of the old Spanish writers of romance, that 
he was for many days at a loss to coin a fit name for one of 
his giants ; he'wished to hammer out one equal in magnitude 
to , the person he conceived in imagination ; and in the 
haughty and lofty name of Traqidtantos, he thought he bad 
succeeded. Bichardson,^ the great father of our novelists, 
appears to have considered the name of Sir Charles Graiidison 
as perfect as his character, for his heroine writes, You know 
his nolle name, my Luey.’^ He felt the same for his Clemen- 
tina, for Miss Byron widtes, “ Ah, Lucy, what ^pretty name' 
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is Clementina We experience a certain tenderaess for 
names, and persons of refined imaginations are fond to give 
affectionate or lively epithets to filings and persons they love. 
Petrarch would call one friend Lelius, and another Bocraies, 
as descriptive of their character. 

In our own country, formerly, the ladies appear to have 
been equally sensible to poetical or elegant names, such as 
Alicia, Oelicia, Diana, Helena, &. Spenser, the poet, gave 
to his two sons two names of this kind ; he called one 
nanus, from the woody Kilcolman, his estate ; and the other 
Deregrine, from his having been bora in a strange place, and 
his mother then travelling. The fair Eloisa gave the whim- 
sical name of Astrolahus to her boy ; it bore some refer- 
ence to the stars, as her own to the sun. 

Whether this name of Astrolahus had any scientific influ- 
ence over the son, I know not ; but I have no doubt that 
whimsical names may have a gi’eat influence over our cha- 
racters. The practice of romantic names among persons, even 
of the lowest orders of society, has become a very general 
evil : and doubtless many unfortunate beauties, of the names 
of Clarissa and Dloisa, might have escaped under the less 
dangerous appellatives of DUzaletli or Deborah, I know a 
person who has not passed his life without some inconve- 
nience from his name, mean talents and violent passions not 
according with Antoninus ; and a certain \vriter of verses 
might have been no versifier, and less a lover of the 
true Ealernian, had it not been for bis namesake Horace, The 
Americans, by assuming Doman names, produce ludicrous 
associations; Momulm Eiggs, and Junius Brutus Booth. 
There w^s more sense, when the Foundling Hospital was first 
instituted, in baptizing the most robust boys, designed for 
the sea-service, by the names of Drake, ETorris, or Blake, after 
our famous admirals. 

It is no trifling misfortune in life to bear an illustrious 
name ; and in an author it is peculiarly severe. A history 
now hy a Mr. Hume, or a poem by a Mr. Pope, would be ex- 
amined with different eyes than had they borne any other 
name. The relative of a great author should endeavour not 
to be an author. Thomas Corneille had the unfortunate 
honour of being brother to a gTeat poet, and his own merits 
have been considerably injured by tbe involtmtary comparison. 
The son of Eacine has written with an amenity not unworthy 
of his celebrated father ; amiable and candid, he had his por- 
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trait painted, with the , works of his father in his hand, and 
his eye fixed on this verse from Phaedra, — 

Et moi, fils iaeonnu d’an si glorieux pere ! 

But even his modesty only served to whet the dart of 
epigram. It was once bitterly said of the son of an eminent 
literary character, — 

He tries to write because his father writ, 

And shows himself a bastard by his wit. 

Amongst some of the disagreeable consequences attending 
some names^ is, when they are unluckily adapted to an un- 
common rhyme ; how can any man defend himself from this 
malicious ingenuity of wit ? Freret, one of those unfortunate 
victims to Boileau’s verse, is said not to have been deficient in 
the decorum of his manners, and he complained that he was 
represented as a drunkard, merely because his name rhymed to 
Calaret, Murphy, no doubt, felicitated liimself in his literary 
quarrel with Dr. Franhlin, the poet and critical reviewer, by 
adopting the singular rhyme of “ envy rankling” to his rival’s 
and critic’s name. 

Superstition has interfered even in the choice of names, and 
this solemn folly has received the name of *a science, called 
Onomantias of which the superstitious ancients discovered a 
hundred foolish mysteries. They east up the numeral letters 
of names, and Achilles was therefore fated to vanquish Hector, 
from the numeral letters in his name amounting to a higher 
number than his rival’s. They made many whimsical divi- 
sions and subdivisions of names, to prove them lucky or un- 
lucky. But these follies are not those that I am now treating 
on. Some names have* been considered as more auspicious 
than others. Cicero informs us that when the Eomans raised 
troops, they were anxious that the name of the first soldier 
who enlisted should be one of good augury. When the cen- 
sors numbered the citizens, they always began by a fortunate 
name, such as Salvius Valereus. A person of the name of 
Ftegill^nus was chosen emperor, merely from the royal sound 
of his , na^ne? und Jovian was elected because his name ap- 
pro^hM nearest to the beloved one of the philosophic Julian. 
This fanctful superstition was even carried so far that some 
were considered as auspicious, and others as unfortunate. The 
superstitious belief in auspicious names was so strong, that 
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Caesar, in his African expedition, gave a command to an ob- 
scure and distant relative of the Scipios, to please the popular 
prejudice that the Scipios were invincible in Africa. Sueto- 
nius observes that all those of the family of CaesaV who bore 
the surname of Cains perished by the sword. 

The Emperor Severus consoled himself for the licentious 
life of his empress Julia, fi.’om the fatality attending those of 
her name. This strange prejudice of lucky and unlucky names 
prevailed in modern Europe. The successor of Adrian VI. (as 
Guicciardini tells us) wished to preserve his own name on the 
papal throne ; hut he gave up the wish when the conclave of 
cardinals used the powerful argument that all the .popes who 
had preserved their own names had died in the first year of 
their pontificates. Cardinal Marcel Cervin, who preserved his 
name when elected pope, died on the twentieth day of his 
pontificate, and this confirmed this superstitious opinion. La 
Motte le Vayer gravely asserts that all the queens of Naples 
of the name of Joan^ and the kings of Scotland of the name 
of James^ have been unfortunate : and we have formal treatises 
of the fatality of Christian names. It is a vulgar notion that 
every female of the name of Agnee is fated to become mad. 
Every nation has some names labouring with this popular 
prejudice. 

Herrera, the Spanish historian, records an anecdote in 
which the choice of a queen entirely arose from her name. 
When two French ambassadors negotiated a marriage be- 
tween one of the Spanish princesses and Louis VIII., the 
names of the Royal females were TTrraca and Blanche. The 
former was the elder and the more beautiful, and intended by 
the Spanisb court for the French monarch ; but they resolutely 
preferred Blanche^ observing that the name of TJrraca would 
never do 1 and for the sake of a more mellifluous sound, they 
carried off, exulting in their own discerning ears, the happier 
named, but less beautiful princess. 

There are names indeed which are painful to 'the feelings, 
from the associations of our passions/’^ I have seen the 
^Christian name of a gentleman, the victim of the capnce of 
his godfather, who is called Blast us Godly, — which, \vere he 

* ‘‘Plautus thought it quite enough to damn a man that he bore the 
name of Lyco, which is said to signify a greedy wolf ; and Livy calls the 
name Atrius Umber abominandi ominU nomen, a name of horrible por- 
tent.” — Nares’ Beraldic Anomalies, 
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designed for a bishop, must irritate religious feelings. I 
am not sm’prised that one of the Spanish nionarchs refused 
to employ a sound catholic for his secretary, because his name 
{Martin l/utero) had an affinity to the name of the reformer. 
Mr. Hose has recently informed us that an architect called 
Malacarne, who, I believe, had nothing against him but his 
nanie^ was lately deprived of his place as principal architect 
by the Austrian government, — let us hope not for his unlucky. 
name; though that government, according to Mr. Hose, acts 
on capricious principles 1 The fondness which some have felt 
to perpetuate their names, when their race has fallen extinct, 
is well known ; and a fortune has then been bestowed for a 
change of name. But the affection for names has gone even 
fai'ther. . A similittide of names, Camden observes, “ dothe 
kindle sparkes of love and liking among meere strangers.” 
I have observed the great pleasure of persons with uncommon 
names meeting with another of the same name ; an instant 
relationship appears to take place ; and I have known that 
fortunes have been bequeathed for namesakes. An orna» 
mental manufacturer, who bears a name which he supposes to 
be very uncommon, having executed an order for a gentleman 
of the same name, refused to send his bill, never having met 
with the like, preferring to payment the honour of serving 
him for namesake. 

Among the G-reeks and the Homans, beautiful and signifi- 
cant names were studied. The sublime Plato himself has 
notic^d^ the present topic ; his visionary ear was sensible to the 
delicacy of a name ; and his exalted fancy was delighted with 
l)eaiitiful names, as well as every other species of beauty*. 
In his Cratyius he is solicitous that persons should have 
happy, harmonious, and attractive names. According to AuJns 
Gellius, the Athenians enacted by a public decree, that no 
slave should ever bear the consecrated names of their two 
youthful patriots, Harmodius and Aristogiton, — names which 
had been devoted to the liberties of their countr}^ they con- 
sidered woidd he contaminated by servitude. The ancient 
Homan^ decreed that the surnames of infamous patricians 
should not he borne by any other patrician of that family, 
that their very names might be degraded and expire with 
them. Eutropius gives a pleasing proof of national friend- 
ships being cemented by a name ; by a treaty of peace be- 
tween the Homans and the Sabines, they agreed to melt the 
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two nations into one mass, that they should bear their names 
conjointly ; the Eoman should add his to the Sabine, and the 
Sabine take a Eoman name.^^ 

The ancients named both persons and things from some 
event or other eircnmstance connected with the object tliey 
were to name. Chance, fancy, superstition, fondness, and 
piety, have invented names. It was a common and whim- 
sical custom among the ancients, (observes Larcher) to give 
as nicknames the letters of the alphabet. Thus a lame girl 
was called Lambda, on account of the resemblance which her 
lameness made her bear to the letter X, or lambda ! -®sop 
was called Theta b}' his master, from his superior acuteness. 
Another 'was called Beta, from his love of beet. It was 
thus Scarron, with infinite good temper, alluded to his zig-zag- 
bod}^, by comparing himself' to the letter s or z. 

The learned Calmet also notices among tlic Hebrews nich^ 
names and names of raillery taken from defects of body or 
mind, &c. One is called Nabal, or fool ; another Hamor, the 
Ass ; Hagab, the Crrassliopper, &c. Women had frequently 
the names of animals; as Deborah, the Bee; Eachel, the 
Sheep. Others from their nature or other qualifications ; as 
Tamai’, the Balm4ree ; Hadassa, the Ilyrtle ; Sarah, the 
Princess ; Hannah, the Gracioi^s. The Indians of North 
America employ sublime and picturesque names ; such are the 
great Eagle — the Partridge — Dawn of the Day! — Great 
swift Arrow ! — Path-opener ! — Sun-hright ! 


' ; -THE JEWS OP YOKE. 

AsoiOiS'G the most interesting passages of history are those in 
‘ which .we contemplate an oppressed, yet sublime spirit, agi- 
tated by the confiict of two terrific passions : implacable' 
hatred attempting a resolute vengeance, while that- ven- 
geance, though impotent, with dignified and sifent horror, 
sinks into the last expression of despair. In a degenerate 
nation, wq may, on such rare occasions, discover among them 
a spirit superior to its companions and its fortune. 

The names atloptecl by the Eomans were rery signiheant. The ^Tomai 
was indicative of the branch of the family distinguished by the Ob(;nomen/^ 
while the Prenoincn was invented to distinguish one from the rest. Tims, 

^ a man of family had three names, and even a foni-th was added when it waa 
won by .great deeds , 
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In tlie ancient and modern history of the Jews we may 
find two kindred examples. I refer the reader for the more 
ancient narrative to the second book of Maccabees, chap. xiv. 

V. 37. No feeble and unaffecting painting is presented in the 
simplicity of the original. I proceed to relate the narrative 
of the Jews of York. 

When Richard I. ascended the throne, the Jews, to eon- 
oiliate the royal protection, broTight their tributes. Many 
liad hastened from remote parts of England, and appearing at 
Westminster, the court and the mob imagined that they had 
leagTied to bewitch his majesty. An edict was issued to 
forbid their presence at the coronation ; but several, whose 
curiosity was greater than their prudence, conceived that 
they might pass miobserved among the crowd, and ventured 
to insinuate themselves into the abbey. Probably their voice 
and their visage alike betrayed them, for they were soon dis- 
covered; they ffew diversely in great consternation, while 
many were dragged out with little remains of life. 

A rumour spread rapidly through the city, that in honour 
of the festival the Jews were to be massacred. The popu- 
lace, at once eager of royalty and riot, pillaged and burnt 
their houses, and murdered the devoted Jews. Benedict, a 
Jew of York, to save his life, received baptism ; and return, 
ing to that city, with his friend Jocenus, the most opulent of 
the Jews, died of his wounds. Jocenus and his servants 
narrated the late tragic circumstances to their neighbours, 
but where they hoped to move sympathy they excited rage. 
The people at York soon gathered to imitate the people at 
London ; and their first assault was on the house of the late 
Benedict, which having some strength and magnitude, con- 
tained his family and friends, who found their graves in its 
ruins. The alarmed Jews hastened to Jocenus, who con- 
ducted them to the governor of York Castle, and prevailed on 
him to afford them an asylum for their persons and effects. 
In the mean while their habitations were levelled, and the 
owners murdered, except a few unresisting beings, who, un- 
manly in sustaining honour, were adapted to receive baptism. 

^ The castle had sufficient strength for their defence ; but a 
suspicion arising that the governor, who often went out, in- 
tended to betray them, they one day refused him entrance. 
He complained to the sheriff of the county, and the chiefs of » 
the violent party, who stood deeply indebted to the Jews, 
uniting with him, orders were issued to attack the castle. 



77 


Tk::: Jezus of York. 

The cruel multitude, united with the soldiery, felt such a 
desire of slaughtering those they intended to despoil, that the 
sheriff, repenting of the order, revoked it, but in vain; fana* 
tieism and robbery once set loose will satiate their appetenc}’’ 
for blood and plunder. They solicited the aid of the superior 
citizens, who, perl^aps not owing quite so much money to the 
Jews, humanely refused it; hut having addressed the clerg}?- 
(the barbarous clergy of those days) were by them ani- 
mated, conducted, and blest. 

The leader of this rabble was a canon regular, whose zeal 
was so fervent that he stood by them in his surplice, which 
he considered as a coat of mail, and reiteratedly exclaimed, 
“Destroy the enemies of Jesus!” This spiritual laconism 
invigorated the arm of men who perhaps wanted no other 
stimulative than the hope of obtaining the immense property 
of the besieged. It is related of this canon, that every 
morning before he went to assist in battering the walls he 
swallowed a consecrated wafer. One day having approached 
too near, defended as he conceived by his surplice, this church 
militant was crushed by a heavy fragment of the wall, rolled ' 
from the battlement. 

But the avidity of certain plunder prevailed over any re- 
flection, which, on another occasion, the loss of so pious a 
leader might have raised. Their attacks continued ; till at 
length the Jews perceived they could hold out no longer, and 
a council was called, to consider what remained to be done in 
the extremity of danger. 

Among the Jews, their elder Eabbin was most respected. 
It has been customary with this people to invite for tliis 
place some foreigner, renowned among them for the depth of 
bis learning, and the sanctity of his manners. At this time 
the Saham, or elder Eabbin, was a foreigner, who had been . 
sent over to instruct them in their laws, and was a person, as” 
we shall observe, of no ordinary qualifications. When the 
Jewish council was assembled, the Haham rose, and ad- 
dressed them ill this manner — “ Men of Israel 1 the God of 
our ancestors is omniscient, and there is no one "who can say,^ 
Why doest thou this ? This day He commands us to die for 
His law ; for that law which we have cherished from the 
first hour it was given, which we have preserved pure 
throughout our captivity in all nations, and 'which for tha 
many consolations it has given us, and the eternal hope it 
communicates, can we do less than die ? Posterity shall be-' 
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hold this hook of truth, sealed with our blood; and our 
death, while it displays our sincerity, shall impart confidence 
to the wanderer of Israel. Death is before our eyes ; and we 
have only to choose an honourable and easy one. If we fall 
into the hands of our enemies, which you know we cannot 
escape, our death will be ignominious and cruel ; for these 
Christians, who picture the Spirit of God in a dove, and 
confide in the meek Jesus, are athirst for our blood, and 
prowl around the castle like wolves. It is therefore my 
^idvice that vve elude their tortures ; that we ourselves should 
be our own executioners ; and that we voluntarily surrender 
our lives to our Creator. We trace the invisible Jehovah in 
his acts ; God seems to call for us, hut let us not be unworthy 
of that call. Suicide, on occasions like the present, is both 
rational and lawful ; many examples are not wanting among 
our forefathers : as I advise, men of Israel, they have acted 
on similar occasions.” Having said this, the old man sat 
<lown and wept. 

The assembly was divided in their opinions. Men of for- 
titude applauded its wisdom, but the pusillanimous murmured 
that it was a dreadful counsel. 

Again the Habbin rose, and spoke these few words in a firm 
and decisive tone : — My children ! since we are not unani- 
mous in our opinions, let those who do not approve of my 
advice depart from this assembly !” — Some departed, but the 
greater number attached themselves to their venerable priest. 
They now employed themselves in consuming their valuables 
by fire ; and every man, fearful of trusting to the timid and 
irresolute hand of the women, first destroyed his wife and 
children, and then himself. Jocenus and the Bahbin alone 
remained. Their lives were protracted to the last, that they 
might see everything performed, according to their orders. 
Jocenus being the chief Jew, was distinguished by the last 
mark qf human respect, in recemng his death from the con- 
secrated hand of the aged Eabbin, who immediately after 
performed the melancholy duty on himself. 

, AH this was transacted in the depth of the night. In the 
morning the walls of the castle were seen wrapt in flames, 
’ ^nd only a few miserable and pusillanimous beings, unworthy 
of the sword, were viewed on the battlements, pointing to 
their extinct brethren. When they opened the gates of the 
castle, these men verified the prediction of their late Kabhin ; 
for the multitude, bursting through the solitary courts, found 
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themselves defrauded of their hopes, and in a moment 
avenged themselves on the feeble wretches who Imew not how 
to die with honour. 

Such is the narrative of the Jews of York, of whom the 
historian can only cursorily observe that five hundred de- 
stroyed themselves ; but it is the philosopher who inquires 
into the causes and the manner of these glorious suicides. 
These are histories which meet only the eye of few, yet they 
are of infinitely more advantage than those which ai'e read by 
every one. We instruct ourselves in meditating on these 
scenes of heroic exertion ; and if by such histories we make 
but a slow progress in chronology, our heart however ex- 
pands with sentiment. 

I admire not the stoicism of Cato, more than the fortitude 
of the Eahhin ; or rather we should applaud that of the 
Eahbiu much more ; for Cato was familiar with the ani- 
mating visions of Plato, and was the associate of Cicero and 
of Csssar. The Eabbin had probably read only the Pen- 
tateuch, and mingled with companions of mean occupations,, 
and meaner minds. Cato was accustomed to the grandeur of 
the mistress of the universe ; and the Eabbin to the little- 
ness of a provincial town. Men, like pictures, may be ^fiaced 
in an obscure and unfavourable light ; but the finest picture, 
in the nnilluminated corner, still retains the design and 
colouring of the master. My Eabbin is a companion for 
Cato. His histoiy is a tale 

Which Cato’s self had not disdained to hear.— Pope. 


THE SOYEKEIGNTY OF TEE SEAS. 

The sovereignty of the seas, which foreigners dispute with 
us, is as much a conquest as any one obtained on land ; it is 
gained and preserved by our cannon, and the French, who, for 
ages past, exclaim against what they call our tyranny, are 
only hindered from becoming themselves universal t3Tants 
over land and sea, by that sovereignty of the seas without 
which Great Britain would cease to exist. 

In a memoir of the French Institute, I read a hitter phi- 
lippic against this sovereignty, and a notice then adapted to a 
writer’s purpose, under Bonaparte, of two great works : the 
one by Selden, and tbe other by Grotius, on. this subject. 
The following is the historical anecdote, useful to revive • — 
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In 1634 a dispute arose between the English and Dutch 
concerning the herring-fishery upon the British coast. The 
French and Dutch had always persevered in declaring that 
the seas were perfectly free ; and grounded their reasons on a 
work of Grotius. 

So early as in 1600 the great Grotius had published his 
treatise of Mare Lilermi in favour of the freedom of the 
seas. And it is a curious fact, that in 1618, Selden had 
composed another treatise in defence of the king’s dominion 
over the seas ; but which, from accidents which are known, 
was not published till the dispute revived the controversy. 
Selden, in 1636, gave the world his Mare Clausum, in answer 
to the Mare Liberum of Grotius. 

Both these great men felt a mutual respect for each other. 
They only knew the rivalry of genius. 

As a matter of curious discussion and legal investigation, 
the philosopher must incline to the arguments of Selden, who 
has proved by records the first occupancy of the English ; 
and the English dominion over the four seas, to the utter ex- 
clusion of the French and Dutch from fishing, without our 
licence. He proved that our kings have always levied great 
sums, without even the concurrence of their parliaments, for 
the express purpose of defending this sovereignty at sea. A 
copy of Selden’s work was placed in the council-chest of the 
Exchequer, and in the court of admiralty, as one of our most 
precious records. 

The historical anecdote is finall}^ closed by the Dutch 
themselves, who now agreed to acknowledge the English 
sovereignty in the seas, and pay a tribute of thirty thousand 
pounds to the King of England, for liberty to fish in the 
seas, and consented to annual tributes. 

That the Dutch yielded to Selden’s arguments is a tnumph 
we cannot venture to boast. The ultima ratio regum pre- 
vailed ; and when we had destroyed them whole fishing fieet, 
the affair appeared much clearer than in the ingenious 
volumes of Grotius or Selden. Another Dutchman presented 
the States-General with a ponderous reply to Selden’s Mare 
Clausum, but the wise Sommelsdyke advised the States to 
suppress the idle discussion ; obseiwing that this affair must 
be decided by the sword, and not by the ^en. 

It may be curious to add, that as no prevailing or fashion- 
able subject can be agitated, but some idler must interfere to 
make it extravagant and very new, so this grave subject did 
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not want for something* of this nature. A learned Italian, I 
believe, agreed with our author Seldenin general, that the sea^ 
as well as the earth, is subject to some States ; but he main- 
tained, that the dominion of the sea belonged to the Genoese I 


ON THE CUSTOM OF KISSINa HANDS. 

i\L MobiN, a French academician, has amused himself with 
collecting several historical notices of this custom. I give a 
summaiy, for the benefit of those who have had the honour 
of kissing his majesty’s hand. It is not those who kiss the 
royal hand who could write best on the custom. 

This custom is not only very ancient, and nearly universal, 
but has been alike participated by religion and society. 

To begin with religion. From the remotest times men 
saluted the sun, moon, and stars, by kissing the hand. Job 
assures us that he was never given to this superstition, xsxi. 
26. The same honour was rendered to Baal, 1 Kings xix. 18. 
Other instances might be adduced. 

We now pass to Greece. There all foreign superstitions 
were received. Lucian, after having mentioned various sorts 
of sacrifices which the rich offered the gods, adds, that the 
poor adored them by the simpler compliment of kissing their 
hands. That author gives an anecdote of Demosthenes, which 
shows this custom. When a prisoner to the soldiers of Anti- 
pater, he asked to enter a temple. — When he entered, he 
touched his mouth with his hands, which the guards took 
for an act of religion. He did it, however, more securely to 
swallow the poison he had prepared for such an occasion. He 
mentions other instances. 

From the Greeks it passed to the Romans. Pliny places it 
among those ancient customs of which they were ignorant of 
the origin or the reason. Persons were treated as atheists, 
who would not kiss their hands when they entered a temple. 
When Apuleius mentions Psyche, he says, she was so beauti- 
ful that they adored her as Venus, in kissing the right hand. 

"The ceremonial action rendered respectable the earliest 
institutions of Christianity. It was a eustoni with the 
primaeval bishops to give their hands to be Idssed by the 
ministers who served at the altar. 

This custom, however, as a religious rite, declined with 
Paganism. 
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In society our ingenious academician considers the custom 
of kissing hands as essential to its welfare. It is a mute 
form, which expresses reconciliation, which entreats favours, 
or which thanks for those received. It is an universal lan- 
guage, intelligible without an interpreter ; which doubtless 
preceded writing, and perhaps speech itself. 

Solomon says of the flatterers and suppliants of his time, 
that they ceased not to kiss the hands of their patrons, till 
they had obtained the favours which they solicited. In 
Homer we see Priam kissing the hands and embracing the 
knees of Achilles, while he supplicates for the body of 
Hector. 

This custom prevailed in ancient Eome, but it varied. In 
the first ages of the republic, it seems to have been only prac- 
tised by inferiors to their superiors : — equals gave their hands 
and embraced. In the progress of time even the soldiers 
refused to show this mark of respect to their generals ; and 
their kissing the hand of Cato when he was obliged to quit 
them was regarded as an extraordinary circumstance, at a 
period of such refinement. The great respect paid to the 
tribunes, consuls, and dictators, obliged individuals to live 
with them in a more distant and respectful manner; and 
instead of embracing them as they did formerly, they con* 
sidered themselves as fortunate if mlowed to kiss their hands. 
Tinder the emperors, kissing hands became an essential duty, 
even for the great themselves ; inferior courtiers were obliged 
to be content to adore the purple, by kneeling, touching the 
robe of the emperor by the right hand, and carrying ib to the 
mouth. Even this was thought too free ; and at length they 
saluted the emperor at a distance, by kissing their hands, in 
the same manner as when they adored their gods. 

It is superfluous to trace this custom in every country 
where it exists. It is practised in every known country, in 
respect to sovereigns and superiors, even amongst the negroes, 
and the inhabitants of the New World. Cortez found it 
established at Mexico, where more than a thousand lords' 
saluted him, in touching the earth with their hands, which 
they afterwards carried to their mouths. ^ 

Thus, whether the custom of salutation is practised by 
kissing the hands of others from respect, or in bringing one’s 
own to the mouth, it is of all other customs the most uni- 
versal. This practice is now become too gross a familiarity, 
and it is considered as a meanness to kiss the hand of those 
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\\dth whom we ai’e in habits of interconrse ; and this custom 
would be entirely lost, if lovers were not solicitous to preserve 
it in all its full power. 


POPES. 

Valois observes that the Popes scrupulously followed, in the 
early ages of the church, the custom of placing their names 
after that of the person whom they addressed in their letters. 
This mark of their humility he proves by letters written by 
various Popes. Thus, when the great projects of politics 
were yet unknown to them, did they adhere to Christian meek- 
ness. At length the day arrived when* one of the Popes, 
whose name does not occur to me, said that “ it was safer to 
quarrel with a prince than with a friar.” Henry VI. being at 
the feet of Pope Celestine, his holiness thought proper to kick 
the crown off his head; wliich ludicrous and disgraceful 
action Baronins has highly praised. Jortin observes on tins 
great cardinal, and advocate of the Homan see, that lie 
breathes nothing but fire and brimstone ; and accomits kings 
and emperors to be mere catchpolls and constables, bound to 
execute with implicit faith all the commands of insolent 
ecclesiastics. Bellarmin was made a cardinal for his efforts 
and devotion to the papal cause, and maintaining this mon- 
strous paradox, — ^that if the pope forbid the exercise of vir- 
tue, and command that of vice, the Homan church, under 
pain of a sin, was obliged to abandon virtue for vice, if it 
would not sin against conscience / 

It was Nicholas I., a hold and enterprising Pope, who, in 
858, forgetting the pious modesty of his predecessors, took 
advantage of the divisions in the royal families of France, and 
did not hesitate to place his name before that of the kings 
and emperors of the house of France, to whom he wrote. 
Since that time he has been imitated by all his successors, 
and this encroachment on the honours of monarchy has 
passed into a custom from having been tolerated in its com- 
mencement. 

Concerning the acknowledged infallibilify of the Popes^ it 
appears that Gregory VII., in council, decreed that the church 
of Home neither had erred, and never should en\ It was 
thus this prerogative of his holiness became Hceivod, till 
1813, when John XXII, abre gated decrees made by three 

o 2 
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popes his predecessors, and declared that what was done amm 
hy one pope or council might be corrected by another ; and 
Gregory XI., 1370, in his will deprecates, si quid in catholicd 
■fide erassef. The university of Vienna protested against it, 
calling it a contempt of God, and an idolatry, if any one in 
matters of faith should appeal from a council to the Pope ; 
that is, from God who presides in councils^ to om7i. But the 
mfalliiilitq was at length established by Leo -X,, especially 
after Luther’s opposition, because they despaired of defending 
their indulgences, bulls, &c., by any other method. 

Imagination cannot form a scene more terrific than when 
these men were in the height of power, and to serve their 
political purposes hurled the thunders of their excommunica’^ 
tions over a kingdom. It was a national distress not inferior 
to a plague or famine. 

Philip Augustus, desirous of divorcing Ingelburg, to unite 
himself to Agnes de Meranie, the Pope put his kingdom under 
an interdict. The churches were shut during the space of 
eight months ; they said neither mass nor vespers ; they did 
not marry ; and even the offspring of the married, bom at 
this unhappy period, tcere considered as illicit : and because 
the king would not sleep with his wife, it was not permitted 
to any of his subjects to sleep with theirs ! In that year 
France was threatened with an extinction of the ordinary 
generation. A man under this curse of public penance was 
divested of all his functions, civil, military, and matrimonial ; 
he was not allowed to dress his hair, to shkve, to bathe, nor 
even change his linen ; so that upon the whole this in^e a 
filthy penitent. The good king Kobert incurred the cen- 
sures of the church for having married his cousin. He was 
immediately abandoned. Two faithful domestics alone 
remained with him, and these always passed through the fire 
whatever he touched. In a word, the horror which an ex- 
communication occasioned was such, that a courtesan, with 
whom one Peletier had passed some moments, having learnt 
soon afterwards that he had been about six months an excom- 
municated person, fell into a panic, and with great difficulty 
recovered from her convulsions. 
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To literary composition we may apply the saying of an 
ancient philosopher : — ‘^Alittle thing gives perfection, although 
perfection is not a little thing.’’ 

The great legislator of the Hebrews orders us to pull off 
the fruit for the ifirst three years, and not to taste them. He 
was not ignorant how it weakens a young tree to bring to 
maturity its first fruits. Thus, on literary compositions, our 
green essays ought to be picked away. The word Zamar, by 
a beautiful metaphor from primui^ trees, means in Hebrew to 
compose verses. Blotting and correcting was so much 
Churchill’s abhorrence, that I have heard from his publisher 
he once energetically expressed himself, that it was UJce 
cutting away one*s own flesh. This strong figure sufficiently 
shows his repugnance to an author’s duty. Churchill now lies 
neglected, for posterity will only respect those who 

Pile off the mortal part 

Of glowing thought with Attic art. 

Yoxiira. 

I have heard that this careless bard, after a successful 
work, usually precipitated the publication of another, relying 
on its crudeness being passed over by the public curiosity 
excited by its better brother. He called this getting double 
pay, for thus he secured the sale of a hurried work. But 
Churchill was a spendthrift of fame, and enjoyed all his 
revenue while he lived ; posterity owes him little, and pays 
him nothing 1 

Bayle, an experienced observer in literary matters, tells us 
that correction is by no means practicable by some authors, 
as in the case of Ovid. In exile, his compositions were 
nothing more than spiritless repetitions of what he had for- 
merly written. He confesses both negligence and idleness in 
the corrections of his works. The vivacity which animated 
his first productions failing him when he revised his poems, 
he fomid correction too laborious, and he abandoned it. This, 
however, was only an excuse. “It is certain that some 
authors cannot correct. They compose with pleasure, and 
with ardour ; but they exhaust all their force. They fi}^ with 
but one wing when they review their urnrhs ; the first fire 
does not return ; there is in their imagination a certain calna. 
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which hinders their pen from making any progress. Their 
mind is like a boat, which only advances by the strength of 
oars.” 

Dr, More, the Platonist, had such an exuberance of fancy, 
that correction was a much greater labour than composition. 
He used to say, that in writing his works, he was forced to 
cut his way through a crowd of thoughts as through a wood, 
and that he threw off in his compositions as much as would 
make an ordinary philosopher. More was a great enthusiast, 
and, of course, an egotist, so ihdit criticism his temper, 

notwithstanding all his Platonism. ‘When accused of obscu- 
rities and extravagances, he said that, like the ostrich, he 
laid his eggs in the sands, which would prove vital and 
prolific in time ; however, these ostrich-eggs have proved to 
be addled. 

A habit of correctness in the lesser pai’ts of composition 
will assist the higher. It is worth recording that the great 
Milton was anxious for correct punctuation, and that Addison 
was solicitous after the minutiae of the press. Savage, Arm- 
strong, and others, felt tortures on simila^r objects. It is 
said of Julius Scaliger, that be had this peculiarity in bis 
manner of composition,: be wrote with such accuracy that bis 
MSS- and the printed copy corresponded page for page, and 
line for line, 

Malherbe, the father of French poetry, tormented himself 
by a prodigious slowness ; and was employed rather in per- 
fecting than in forming works. His muse is compared to a 
fine woman in the pangs of delivery. He exulted in his 
tardiness, and, after finishing a poem of one hundred verses, 
or a discourse of ten pages, he used to say he ought to repose 
for ten years. Balzac, the first writer in French prose who 
gave majesty and harmony to a period, did not grudge to 
expend a week on a page, never satisfied with his first 
thoughts. Our “ costive” Gray' entertained the same notion : 
and it is hard to say if it arose from the sterility of their 
genius, or their sensibility of taste. 

The MSS. of Tasso, still preserved, are illegible from the' 
vast mimber of their corrections. I have given a fac-simile, 
as correct as it is possible to conceive, of one page of Pope’s 
MS- Homer, as a specimen of his continual isc^ctions and 
critical erasures. The celebrated Madame Da^& hever could 
satisfy herself in translating Homer : continually retouching 
the version, even in its happiest passages. There were 
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several parts which she translated in six or seven manners ; 
and she frequently noted in the margin — I have not yet 
do7ie it. 

When Pascal became warm in his celebrated controversy, 
he apphed himself with incredible labour to the compositioiL 
of Ins “ Provincial Letters.” He was frequently twenty 
days occupied on a single letter. He recommenced some 
above seven and eight times, and by this means obtained 
that perfection which has made his work, as Voltaire says, 
one of the best books ever published in France.” 

The Quintus Curtins of Vaugelas occupied him thirty 
years : generally every period was translated in the margin 
five or six different ways. Chapelain and Conrart, who took 
the pains to review this work critically, were many times per- 
plexed in their choice of passages ; they generally liked best 
that which had been first composed, Hume had never done 
with corrections; every edition varies from the preceding 
ones. But there are more fortunate and fluid minds than 
these. Voltaire tells us of Penelon’s Telemachus, that the 
amiable author composed it in his retirement, in the short 
period of three months. Fenelon had, before this, formed 
his style, and his mind overflowed with all the spirit of the 
ancients. He opened a copious fountain, and there •were not 
ten erasures ip the original MS. The same facility accom- 
panied Gibbon after the experience of his first volume ; 
and the same copious readiness attended Adam Smith, who 
dictated to his amanuensis, while he walked about his study. 

The ancients were as pertinacious in them corrections. 
Isocrates, it is said, was employed for ten years on one of his 
works, and to appear natural studied with the most refined 
art. After a labour of eleven years, Virgil pronounced liis 
iEneid imperfect. Dio Cassius devoted twelve years to the 
composition of his history, and Diodorus Siculus, thirty. 

There is a middle between velocity and torpidity; the 
Italians say, it is not necessary to be a stag, but we ought 
not to be a tortoise. 

Many ingenious expedients are not to be contemned in 
literary labours. The critical advice, 

To ckoose an author as we would a friend, 

is veiy useful to young writers. The finest geniuses have 
always affectionately attached themselves to some particular 
a^uthor of congenial disposibion. Pope, in his version of 
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Homer, kept a constant eye on Hs master Dryden; Cor- 
neille’s favourite authors were the brilliant Tacitus, the 
heroic Livy, and the lofty Lucan : the influence of their cha- 
racters may he traced in his best tragedies. The great Cla- 
rendon, when employed in writing his history, read over very 
carefully Tacitus and Livy, to give, dignity to his style; 
Tacitus did not surpass him in his portraits, though Clarendon 
never equalled Livy in his narrative. 

The mode of literary composition adopted by that admi- 
rable student Sir William Jones, is well deserviilg our atten- 
tion. After having fixed on his subjects, he always added 
the model of the composition ; and thus boldly wrestled with 
the great authors of antiquity. On board the frigate which 
was carrying him to India, he projected the following works, 
and noted them in this manner ; — 

1. Elements of the Laws of England. 

Model — The Essay on Bailments, AeistotlIi:. 

2. The History of the American War. 

Model — Thtjoydides and Polybius.' 

8. Britain Discovered, an Epic Poem. Machinery — Hindu 
Gods, Model — Homer. 

4. Speeches, Political and Forensic. 

Model — Demosthekes. 

5. Dialogues, Philosophical and Histojical. 

J/oJeZ— P lato. 

And of favourite authors there are also favourite works*, 
which we love to he familiarised with. Bartholinus has a 
dissertation on reading books, in which he points out the 
superior performances of different writers. Of St, Austin, 
his City of God; of Hippocrates, Goacco Freenotiones ; of 
Cicero, Le OJdciis ; of Aristotle, Le Animalibus ; of Ca- 
tullus, Coma Berenices; of Yirgil, the sixth book of the 
iElneid, <&c. Such judgments are indeed not to be our guides ; 
hut such a mode of reading is useful, by condensing our 
studies. 

Evelyn, who has written treatises oh several subjects, was 
occupied for years on them. His manner of arranging his 
materials, and his mode of composition, appear excellent. 
Having chosen a subject, he analysed it into its various patts, 
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under certain heads, or titles, to be filled up at leisure. 
Under these heads he set down his own thoughts as they 
occurred, occasionally inserting whatever was useful from his 
reading. When his collections were thus formed, he digested 
his own thoughts regularly, and strengthened them hy autho- 
rities from ancient and modern authors, or alleged his reasons 
for dissenting from them. His collections in time became 
voluminous, but he then exercised that judgment which the 
formers of such collections are usually” deficient in. With 
Hesiod he knew that half is better than the whole,” and it 
was his aim to exjDress the quintessence of his reading, but 
not to give it in a crude state to the world, and when his 
treatises were sent to the press, they were not half the size 
of his collections. 

Thus also Winkelmaim, in his “History of Art,” an exten- 
sive work, was long lost in settling on a plan ; like artists, 
who make random sketches of their first conceptions, he 
threw on paper idefas, hints, and observations which occurred 
in his readings — many of -them, indeed, were not connected 
with his history, but were afterwards inserted in some of his 
other works. 

Even Gibbon tells us of his Eoman History, “ at the outset 
all was dark and doubtful ; even the title of the work, the 
true sera of the decline and fall of the empire, the limits of 
the introduction, the division of the chapters, and the order 
of the narration ; and I was often tempted to cast away tho 
labour of seven years.” Alienside has exquisitely described 
the progress and the pains of genius in its delightful reveries: 
Pleasures of Imagination, b. iii. v. 873. The pleasures of 
composition in an ardent genius were never so finely described 
as by Bufibn. Speaking of the hours of composition be said, 
“These are the most luxurious and delightful moments of 
life : moments which have often enticed me to pass fourteen 
hours at my desk in a state of transport ; this gratification 
more than glory is my reward.” 

The publication of Gibbon’s Memoirs conveyed to the 
world a faithful picture of the most fervid industry ; it is in 
yoii^tli the foundations of such a sublime edifice as his history 
must be laid. The world can now trace how this Colobus of 
erudition, day by day, and year by year, prepared himself 
for some vast work. 

Gibbon has furnished a new idea in the art of reading I 
"Vyp ought, says he, not to attend to the order of our hoolcSf 
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so mihclh as of our thoughts, The perusal of a particular 
work gives birth perhaps to ideas unconnected with the sub- 
ject it treats ; I pursue these ideas, and quit my proposed 
plan of reading.’’ Thus in the midst of Homer he read Lon- 
ginus; a chapter of Longinus led to an epistle of Pliny; 
and having finished Longinus, he followed the train of his 
ideas of the sublime and beautiful in the Inquiry of Burke, 
and concluded with eompaidng the ancient with the modern 
Longinus. Of all our popular writers the most experienced 
reader was Gibbon, and he offers an important advice to an 
author engaged on a particular subject : I suspended my 
perusal of any new book on the subject till I had reviewed all 
that I knew, or believed, or had thought on it, that I might 
be qualified to discern how much the authors added to my 
original stock.” 

These are valuable hints to students, and such have been 
practised by others.'^ Ancillon was a very ingenious student; 
he seldom read a book throughout without'reading in his pro- 
gress many others ; his library-table was always covered with 
a number of books for the most part open : this variety of 
authors bred no confusion ; they all assisted to throw light 
on the same topic ; he was not disgusted by frequently seeing 
the same thing in different writers ; their opinions were so 
many new strokes, which completed the ideas which he had 
conceived. The celebrated Father Paul studied in the same 
manner. He never passed over an interesting subject till he 
had confronted a variet}'' of authors. In historical researches 
he never would advance, till he had fixed, once for all, the 
places, time, and opinions — a mode of study which appears 
very dilatory, but in the end will make a great saving of 
time, and labour of mind ; those who have not pursued this 
method are ail their lives at a loss to settle their opinions and 
their belief, from the want of having once brought them to 
isuch a test. 

I shall now offer a plan of Historical Study, and a calcula- 
tion of the necessary time it will occup3% without specifying 
the authors ; as I only propose to animate a young student, 
who feels he has not to number the days of a patriarch, that 
he should not be alarmed at the vast labyrintk^ historical 

* Edgar Poe’s accomit of the regTilar mode hy •which he designed and 
executed his best and most renowned poem, The Baven,” is an instance 
of the use of methodical rule successfully applied to what appears to be one 
of the most fanciful of mental works. 
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researches present to his eye* If we look into public libra- 
ries, more than thirty thousand volumes of history may be 
found. 

Lenglet du Fresnoy, one of the greatest readers, calculated 
that he could not read, with satisfaction, more than ten hours 
a day, and ten pages in folio an hour ; which makes one hun- 
dred' pages every day. Supposing each volume to contain 
one thousand pages, every month would amount to three 
volumes, which make thirty-six volumes in folio in the year. 
In fifty years a student could only read eighteen hundred 
volumes in folio. All this, too, supposing uninterrupted 
health, and an intelligence as rapid as the eyes of the labo- 
rious researcher. A man can hardly stud}^ to advantage till 
past twenty, and at fifty his eyes will be dimmed, and his 
head stuffed with much reading that should neyer be read. 
His fifty years for eighteen hundred volumes are reduced to 
thirty years, and one thousand volumes I And, after all, the 
universal historian must resolutely face thirty thousand 
volumes 1 

But to cheer the historiographer, he shows, that a public 
library is only necessary to be consulted ; it is in our piivate 
closet 'where should he found those few writers who direct us 
to their rivals, without jealousy, and mark, in the vast career 
of time, those who are worthy to instruct posterity. His 
calculation proceeds on this plan, that siu: hours a day, and 
the term of ten years, are sufficient to pass over, with utility, 
the immense field of history. 

He calculates an alarming extent of historical ground. 


For a knowledge of Sacred History be giyes . 

Ancient Egypt, Babylon, and Assyria, modem Assyria 
or Persia ....... 

Greek Histoiy ■ 

Homan History by the moderns .... 
Homan History by the original writers 
Ecclesiastical History, general and particular 

Modem History 

To this may be added for recumnces and re-perusals 


3 months. 
1 do. 

Gdo, 

7 do. 

6 do. 

30 do. 

24 do. 

48 do. 


The total will amount to lOi years. 


Thus, in ten years and a half, a student in history has ob- 
tained an universal knowledge, and this on a plan which per- 
mits as much leisure as every student would choose to 
indulge. 
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As a specimen of Du Fresnoy’s calculations, take that of 
Saered History. 

For reading Pere Calmet’s learned dissertations in tlie ) ^ , 

order he points out ) ^ 

Por Pdre Calmet’s Histoiy, in 2 toIs. 4to (now in 4) . 12 

Por Prideanx’s Histoay 10 

Por Josephus ' . .12 

Por Basnage’s History of the Jews .... 20 

In all 66 days. 

He .allo'ws, however, ninety days for obtaining a sufficient knowledge of 
Sacred History. 

In reading this sketch, we are scarcely siu’prised at the 
erudition of a Gibbon ; hut having admii’ed that erudition, we 
perceive the necessity of such a plan, if we would not learn 
what we have afterwards to unlearn. 

A plan like the present, even in a mind which should feel 
itself incapable of the exertion, will not be regarded without 
that reverence we feel for genius animating such industry. 
This scheme of study, though it may never be rigidly pur- 
sued, will be found excellent. Ten year’s’ labour of happy 
diligence may render a student capable of consigning to pos- 
terity a history as universal in its topics, as that of the 
historian who led to this investigation. 


POETICAL IMITATIONS ANL SIMILARITIES. 

Tantus amor florum, et generandi gloria mellis. 

Ge(»'g. Lib. iv. v. 204. 

Such rage of honey in our bosom beats, 

And such a zeal we have for flowery sweets ! 

Dryjobn. 

This article was commenced by me many years ago in tbe 
early volumes of the Monthly Magazine, and continued by 
various correspondents, with various success. I have collected 
only those of my own contribution, because I do not feel 
authorised to make use of those of other persons, however 
some may he desirable. One of the most elegant of literai’y 
recreations is that of tracing poetical or prose imitations and 
similarities ; for assuredly, similarity is not always imitation. 
Bishop Hurd’s pleasing essay on “The Marks of Imitation” 
will assist the critic in deciding on what may only be an 
accidental similarity, rather than a studied imitation. Those- 
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critics have indulged an intemperate abuse in these enter* 
taining researches, who from a single word derive the imita- 
tion of an entire passage, Wakefield, in his edition of Gray, 
is very liable to this censure. 

This kind of literary amusement is not despicable : there 
are few men of letters who have not been in the habit of 
marking parallel passages, or tracing imitation, in the thousand 
shapes it assmnes ; it forms, it cultivates, it delights taste to 
observe by what dexterity and variation genius conceals, or 
modifies, an original thought or image, and to view the same 
sentiment, or expression, borrowed with art, or heightened by 
embellishment. The ingenious writer of “A Criticism on 
Gray’s Elegy, in continuation of Dr. Johnson’s,” has given 
some observations on this subject, which will please. “ It is 
often entertaining to trace imitation. To detect the adopted 
image; the copied design; the transferred sentiment; the 
appropriated phrase ; and even the acquired manner and frame, 
under all the disguises^ that imitation, combination, and ac- 
commodation may have thrown around them, must require 
both parts and diligence ; but it will bring with it no ordi- 
nary gratification. A book professedly on the ‘ History and 
Progress of Imitation in Poetry,’ written by a man of per- 
spicuity, an adept in the art of discerning likenesses, even 
when minute, with examples properly selected, and gradations 
duly mai’ked, would make an impartial accession to the store 
of human literature, and furnish rational cmiosity with a 
high regale.” Let me premise that these notices (the wrecks 
of a large collection of passages I had once formed merely as 
exercises to form my taste) are not given with the petty ma- 
lignant delight of detecting the unacknowledged imitations of 
our best writers, but merely to habituate the young student 
to an instructive amusement, and to exhibit that beautiful 
variety which the same image is capable of exhibiting when 
retouched with all the art of genius. 

Gray, in his Ode to Spring,” has 

The Attic warbler pours her throat. 

W^efield in his Commentary” has a copious passage on this 
poetical diction. He conceives it to be “ an admii’able im- 
provement of the Greek and Eoman classics : ” 

Kk€p at/d'tjp: Hes. Scut. Her. 396. 

Suav^es ex "ore loqioelas 

Fimde. Lucret. i. 40, 
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This learned editor was little conversant wdth modern litera* 
ture, as be proved by his memorable editions of Gray and 
Pope. The expression is evidently borrowed not from Hesiod, 
nor from Lucretius, but from a brother at home. 

Is it for thee, the Linnet pottss her throat ? 

Essay on Man^ Ep. iii. v. S3. 

Gray, in the Ode to Adversity,” addresses the power thus, 

Thou tamer of the human hreast, 

Whose IRON SCOURGE and torturing hour 
The had af&right, afflict the best. 

Wakefield censures the expression torturing liour^^ by dis- 
covering an impropriety and incongruity. He says, “ con- 
sistency of figure rather required some material image, like 
iron scourge and adamantine ckain»^^ It is curious to observe 
a verbal critic lecture such a poet as Gray ! The poet pro- 
bably would never have replied, or, in a moment of excessive 
urbanity, he might have condescended to point out to this 
minutest of critics the following passage in Milton : — 

When the scourge 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour 
Calls ns to penance. 

Par. Lost, B. ii. v. 00. 

Gray, in his Ode to Adversity,” has 

Light THEY DISPERSE, and with them go 
The SUMMER PRIEND. 

Pond of this image, he has it again in his Bard,” 

They swarm, that in thy noontide beam are bom, 

Gone ! 

Perhaps the germ of this beautiful image may be found in 
Shakspeare : — 

for men, like butterflies, 

Show not their mealy wings hut to the summer. 

TroUns and Cressiday Act iii. s. 7. 

And two similar passages in Timon cf Athens ; — 

The swallow follows not summer more willingly than we your lord- 
‘Ship. 

Timon, Nor more willingly leaves winter; such summer birds *Sii'e 
men. — Act iii. 

Again in the same, 

' one cloud of winter showers 

These flies are couch’d.'— Act ii. 
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Oray, in his Progress of Poetry,” has 

In climes beyond tbe solar eoad, 

Wakefield has traced this imitation to Dry den ; G-ray himself 
refers to Yirgil and Petrai’ch. Wakefield gives the line from 
Dryden, thus : — 

Beyoiid the year, and out of heaven’s high-v'ay; 
which he calls extremely hold and poetical. I confess a critio 
might be allowed to be somewhat fastidious in this unpoetical 
diction on the liighAmy^ which I believe Dryden never used. 

I think his line was thus : — 

Beyond the year, out of the solar wair. 

Pope has expressed the image more elegantly, though copied 
from Dryden, 

Far as the solar walk, or milky way. 

Gray has in his Bard,” 

Bear as the light that visits these sad eyes, 

Bear as the ruddy drops that warm my he^. 

Gray himself points out the imitation in Shakspeare of the 
latter image; but it is curious to observe that Otway, in his ' 
Venice Preserved, makes Priuli most pathetically exclaim 
to his daughter, that she is 

Bear as the vital wamth that feeds my life, 

Bear as these eyes that weep in fondness o’er thee. 

Gray tells us that the image of his “Bard,” 

lioose his beard and hoary hair 
Streamed like a meteor to the troubled air, 

was taken from a picture of the Supreme Being by Eaphael. 

It is, however, remarkable, and somewhat ludicrous, that the 
leard of Hudibras is also compared to a meteor : and the 
accompanying observation of Butler almost induces one to 
think that Gray derived from it the whole plan of that 
sublime Ode — since his Bard precisely performs what the 
heard of Hudibras denounced. These are the verses ; — 

Tins HAIRY METEOR did denounce 
The fall of 8ce])ires mid of crowns. 

Biidihras, c. 1. 

I have been asked if I am serious in my conjecture that 
“ the meteor heard^' of Hudibras migruj have given birth to 
the Bard ” of Gray ? I reply, that the hxvrlesque and the 
eublme are extremes, and extremes meet. How often does it ' 
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merely depend on onr own state of mind, and on our own 
taste, to consider the sublime as burlesque ! A very vulgar, 
but acute genius, Thomas Paine, whom we may suppose desti- 
tute of all delicacy and refinement, has conveyed to us a 
notion of the sublime^ as it is probably experienced by ordi- 
nary and uncultivated minds ; and even by acute and judicious 
ones, who are destitute of imagination. He tells us fchat “ the 
sublime and the ridiculous are often so nearly related, that it 
is difficult to class them separately. One step above the sub- 
lime makes the ridiculous, and one step above the ridiculous 
makes the sublime again.” May I venture to illustrate this 
opinion ? Would it not appear the ridiculous or burlesque to 
describe the sublime revolution of the ’Earth on her axle, 
round the Sun^ by comparing it with the action of a top 
flogged by a boy ? And yet some of the most exquisite lines 
in Milton do this ; the poet only alluding in his mind to the 
top. The earth he describes, whether 

SIi6 from west her course advance 

With inoffensive ^ace that spinning sleeps 
On her soft axle^ while she paces even. 

Be this as it may ! it has never I believe been remarked (to 
return to Gray) that when he conceived the idea of the beard 
of his Bard^ he had in his mind the language of Milton, who 
describes Azazel sublimely unfurling 

The imperial ensign, which full high advanced, 

Blione like a metew streaming to the wind. 

Par. Lostf B. i. v. 535. 

Yery similar to Gray’s 

Streamed like a meteor to the troubled airf 

Gray has been severely censured by Johnson for the 
expression, 

Give ample room and verge enough 
The characters of hell to trace . — The Bard. 

On the authority of the most unpoetical of critics, we must 

still hear that the poet 'has no line so had. “ ample room ” 

is feeble, but would have passed unobserved in ^y other 
pbeih but in the poetry of Gray, who has taught us to admit 
nothing but what is exquisite. ‘‘ Verge enough ” is poetical, 
since it conveys a material image to the imagination. !N^o 
one appears to have detected the source from whence, pro- 
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bably, the whole line was derived. I am inclined to think it 
was from the following passage in Drjden : 

Let fortune empty her whole quiver on me, 

I have a soul that, like an ample shield, 

Can take in all, and vekqe enouoh for more ! 

^ Drtden’s Don Selastian. 

Gray in his Elegy has 

Even in our ashes live their wonted fires. 

This line is so obscure that it is difficult to apply it to what 
precedes it. Mason in his edition in vain attempts to derive 
it from a thought of Petrai'ch, and stiU more vainly attempts 
to amend it ; Wakefield expends an octavo page to paraphrase 
this single verse. Prom the following lines of Chaucer, one 
would imagine Gray caught the recollected idea. The old 
Beve, in his prologue, says of himself, and of old men, 

For whan we may not don than wol we ^eken ; 

Yet in our ashen cold is fire yreken. 

Tyrwhit’s OJimcer, vol. i. p, 153, v. ^ 

Gray has a very expressive word^ highly poetical, but T 
think not common : 

For who to DUMB forgetfulness a prey — 
and Daniel has, as quoted in Cooper’s Muses’ Library, 

And in Idimelf with sorrow, does complain 

The miseiy of dark forgetfulness. 

A line of Pope’s, in his Dunciad, “ High-born Howard,” 
echoed in the ear of Gray, when he gave, with all the artifice 
of alliteration, 

High-born Hoel’s harp. 

Johnson bitterly censures Gray for giving to adjectives the 
termination of participles, such as the cultured plain ; the 
daisied bank : but he solemnly adds, I was sorry to see in the 
line of a scholar like Gray, “ the honied spring.” Had J ohnson 
received but the faintest tincture of the rich Italian school of 
English poetry, he would ncv^r have formed so tasteless a 
criticism. Sonied is employed by Milton in more places 
than one. 

Hide me from day's garish eye 

While the bee with honied thigh 

Pensero$Of v. 142. 

H 
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The celebrated stanza in Gray’s Elegy seems partly to be 
borrowed. 

Full many a gem of purest ray serene 
The dark unfathom’d caves of ocean bear : 

Full many a flower is born to blush 
And waste its siveetncss in the desert air. 


Pope bad said : 


There kept by charms conceal’d from mortal 
Like roses that in deserts lilooni and die. 

Rape 


Young says of nature : 


eye, 

of the Lock, 


In distant wilds by human eye unseen 

She rears flowers and spreads her velvet green; 

Pure gurgling rills the lonely deseH trace, 

And loaste their music on the savage race. 


And Sbeiistone bas — 


And like the deserts lily bloom to fade I 

Elegy iv. 

Gray was so fond of tbis pleasing imagery, that be repeats 
it in bis Ode to the Installation ; and Mason echoes it in bis 
Ode to Memory, 

Milton thus paints the evening sun : 

If chance the radiant sun with fare well sweet 
Extends Ms evening beam, the fields revive, 

The birds their notes renew, &c. 

Par. Los% B, ii, v. 492^. 

Can there be a doubt that be borrowed this beautiful fare'- 
icell from an obscure poet, quoted by Poole, in bis “ English 
Parnassus,” 1657 ? The date of Milton’s great work, I find 
smee, admits the conjecture : the first edition being that of 
1669. The homely lines ni Poole are these, 

To Thetis’ watery bowers the sun doth hie, 

Bidpikg fakewell unto the gloomy sky. 

Young, in bis “ Love of Fame,” very adroitly improves on 
a witty conceit of Butler. It is curious to observe that while 
Butler bad made a remote allusion of a icindoiv to a pillory, a 
conceit is grafted on tbis conceit, with even more exquisite 
wit. 

Each WINDOW like the hllory appears, 

With HEADS thrust through : nailed by the eaes I 

EudibrciSy Part ii. o. S, v,* 391. 

An opera, like a pilioky, may be said 
To NAIL ouB EABs down, and expose oup. head. 

Young’s Satires, 
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In the Duenna we find this thought differently illustrated ; 
by no means imitative, though the satire is congenial. Don 
Jerome alluding to the serenaders says, “ These amorous 
orgies that steal the senses in the hearing ; as thc}^ say 
Egyptian embalmers serve mummies, eostracting the hrain 
through the ears^^ The wit is original, but the subject is the 
same in the three passages ; the whole turning on the allusion 
to the head and to the ears. 

When Pope composed the following lines on Fame, 

How vain that second life in others’ breath. 

The ESTATE which wits inherit after death ; 

Ease, health, and life, for this they must resign, 

{Unsure the tenure^ but how vast the fine/) 

Temple of Fame, 

he seems to have had present in his mind a single idea of 
Butler, by which he has very richly amplified the entire 
imagery. Butler says. 

Honour’s a lease for lives to ooh]^ 

And cannot be extended from ' 

The LEGAL TENANT. 

Pudihras^ Part i. c. S, v, 1043, 

The same thought may be found in Sir George Mackenzie’s 

Essay on x^referring Solitude to public Employment,*’ first 
published in 1665 : Hudibras preceded it by two years. The 
thought is strongly expressed by the eloquent Mackenzie: 

Fame is a revenue jgayahle only to our ghosts ; and to deny 
ourselves all present satisfaction, or to expose ourselves to so 
much hazard for this, were as great madness as to starve our- 
selves, or fight desperately for food, to he laid on* our tomhs^ 
after our death.” 

Dry den, in his Absalom and Achitophel,” says of the 
Earl of Shaftesbury, 

David for him his tuneful harp had strung, 

And Heaven had zeanted one imi.iorial song. 

This verse was ringing in the ear of Pope, when with equal 
modesty and felicity he adopted it in addressing his friend Dr. 
Arhutlmot, 

Fiiend of my life ; which did not you prolong^ 

The world had vjanted many an idle song I 

Howell has prefixed to his Letters a tedious j>oem, wxitt^ 

H 2 
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in tlie taste of the times, and he there says of letters^ that 
they are 

The heralds and sweet harbingers that move 
From EoM to Wcst^ on embassies of love ; 

They can the tropic cut, and cross the line. 

It is probable that Pope had noted this thought, for the 
following lines seem a beautiful heightening of the idea : 

Heaven first taught letters^ for some wretch’s aid, 

Some banish’d Zorcr, or some captive maid. 

Then he adds, they 

Speed the soft intercourse from soul to soul, 

And waft a sigh from Indus to the Pole, 

JElcnsa, 

There is another passage in “ Howell’s Letters,” which has 
a great affinity with a thought of Pope, who, in “ the Eape 
of the Lock,” says, 

Fair tresses man’s imperial i*ace ensnare, 

And beauty dravos ns with a single hair, 

Howell writes, p. 290, “’Tis a powerful sex: — they wfere 
too strong for the first, the strongest and wisest man that 
was ; they must needs be strong, when one hair of a woman 
can d/raw more than an htmdred jpair of oocenl^ 

Pope’s description of the death of the lamb, in his “ Essay 
on Han,” is finished with the nicest touches, and is one of 
the finest pictures our poetry exhibits. Even familiar as it 
is to our ear, we never examine it hut with imdiminished 
admiration. 

The Iwmh, thy riot dooms to bleed to-day. 

Had he thy reason, would he skip and play ? 

Pleased to the last he crops the flowery food, 

And licks the hand just rais’d to shed his blood. 

After pausing on the last two fine verses, will not the- 
reader smile that I should conjecture the image might origi- 
nally have been discovered in the following humble verses in 
a poem once considered not as contemptible : 

A gentle Imib has rhetoric to plead, 

And when she sees the butcher’s knife decreed, 

Her voice entreats him not to mate her bleed. 

Dr, King’s Mully of Mountown, 

This natural and affecting image might certainly have been 
observed by Pope, without his having perceived it through 
the less polished lens of the telescope of Dr. King. It Is, 
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Iiowever, a similarity^ thougli it may not be an imitation ; 
Lind is given as an example of that art in composition which 
can ornament the humblest conception, like the graceful vest 
thrown over naked and sordid beggary. 

I consider the following lines as strictly copied by Thomas 
Warton : 


The daring artist 

Explored the pangs that rend the royal breast, 

Those wounds that lurh beneath the tissued vest. 

T. Warton on Shakspeare. 


Sir Philip Sidney, in his ‘‘Defence of Poesie,” has the 
same image. He writes, “Trag’edy openeth the greatest 
wounds^ and showeth forth the vXcers that are covered with 
tissue P 

The same appropnation of thought will attach to the fol- 
lowing lines of Tickell : 

While the charm’d reader -with thy thought complies, 

And views thy Rosamond with Menrfs eyes, 

Ticreli. to Addisok- 

Evidently from the French Horace : 

En vain centre le Cid un ministre se ligue ; 

Tout Paris, pour Chimene, a les yeux de Rodrigue. 

* BoiLEAir. 

Oldham, the satirist, says in his satires npon the Jesuits, that 
had Cain been of this black fraternity, he had not been con- 
tent with a quarter of mankind. 

Had he been Jesuit, had he hut put on 
Their savage cruelty^ the r^t had gone! 

Satire ii. 

Doubtless at that moment echoed in his poetical ear the 
energetic and caustic epigram of Andrew Marvel, against 
Blood stealing the crown dressed in a parson’s cassock, and 
sparing the Ihe of the keeper : 

With the Priest’s vestment had Iw but put on 
The Prehuds cruelty — the Crovm had gone! 

‘ The following passages seem echoes to each other, and it is 
but justice due to Oldham, the satirist, to acknowledge him 
as the parent of this antithesis : 

On Butler who can think without fust rage, 

The glory and the scandal of the agef 

Satire against Poetry. 
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It seems evidently borrowed by Pope, when be applies ilie 
thought to Erasmus : — 

At length Erasmus, that great injured name, 

The glory of the ^esthood and the shame! 

Young remembered the antithesis when he said, 

Of some for glory such the boundless rage, 

That they’re the blackest scandal of the age. 

Yoltaire, a great reader of Pope, seems to have borrowed 
part of the expression : — 

Scmdale d’Eglise, et des rois le modele. 

Pe Caux, an old French poet, in one of his moral poems 
on an hour-glass, inserted in modern collections, has many 
ingenious thoughts. That this poem was read and admired 
by Goldsmith, the following beautiful image seems to indi- 
cate. De Caux, comparing the world to his hour-glass, says 
beautifully, 

(Test un •serre qui luiff 

Qu^un souffle pefiit ddruire^ et qu!u% souffle, a froduit. 

Goldsmith applies the thought very happily • — 

Princes and lords may flourish or may fade ; 

/ , A breath can make thenif as a breath has Tmde, 

I do not know whether we might not read, for modern 
copies are sometimes incorrect, 

A breath unmakes them, as a breath has made. 

Thomson, in his pastoral story of Palemon and Lavinia, 
appears to have copied a passage from Otway, Palemon thus 
addresses Lavinia ; — 

Oh, let me now into a richer soil 

TransyjUint thee safe, where vernal suns and showers 

Diffuse their v/armest, largest influence ; 

And of my garden be the pride and joy \ 

Ghamont employs the same imago when spealcing of 
Monimia; he says^ — 

You took her up a little tender flower^ 

— and with a careful lorlng hand 

Transjilanted her into your own fail' garden. 

Where the sun always shines. 

The origin of the following imagery is undoubtedly 
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G-recian; but it is still embellisbed and modified by our 
best poets: — 

While universal Pan, 

Knit with the graces and the hours, ^ in dance 
Led on th’ eternal spring. 

Paradise Lost, 

Thomson probably caught this strain of imagery : 

Sudden to heaven . 

Thence weary vision turns, where leading soft 
The silent hours of love, with purest ray 
Sweet VentLS shines. 

Summer, v. 1692, 

Gray, in repeating tliis imagery, has borrowed a remark- 
able epithet from Milton : 

Lo, where the rosy-hosom^d hours, 

Pair Yenu£ train, appear. 

. Ode to Spring, 

Along the crisped ^ades and bowers 
Eeveis the spruce and jocund spring; 

The graces and the rosy-hosom'd hours 
Thither all their bounties bring. 

Comu^s, V. 984. 

Collins, in his Ode to Pear, whom he associates with 
Danger, there grandly personified, was I think considerably 
indebted to the following stanza of Spenser : 

Kext him was Fear, all arm’d from top to toe, 

Yet thought himself not safe enough thereby : 

But fear’d each sudden movement to and fro ; 

And his own arms when glittering he did spy, 

Or dashing heard, he fast away did 
As ashes pale of hue and wingy heel’d ; 

And evermore on Danger fix’d his eye, 

’Gainst whom he always bent a brazen shield. 

Which his right hand unarmed fearfully did wield. 

Faery Q,ucen, B. iii. c, 12, s. 12, 

Warm from its perusal, he seems to have seized it as a 
hint to the Ode to Tear, and in his ‘‘Passions” to have very 
finely copied an idea here : 

Fxi'st Fear, his hand, his skill to try. 

Amid the chords bewildered laid, 

And hack vecolVd, he knew not w'hy, 

Fen at the sound himself had made, 

' Ode to the Passions, 

The stanza in Poattio’s “ Minstrel,” first hook, in which 
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his “visionary boy/’ after “the storm of summer rain/’ views 
“the rainbow brighten to the setting sun/’ and runs to 
reach it : 

Fond fool, tliat deem’st the streaming glory nigh, 

How vain the chase thine ardour has begun ! 

’Tis fled afar, ere half thy purposed race be run; 

Thus it fares with age, &c. 

The same train of thought and imagery applied to the 
same subject, though the image itself be somewhat different, 
may be found in the poems of the platonic John JN’orris ; a 
writer who has great originality of thought, and a highly 
poetical spirit. His stanza runs thus : 

So to the unthinking boy the distant sky 
Seems on some mountain’s surface to relie ; 

He with ambitious haste climbs the ascent, 

Canons to touch the firmament; 

But when with an unwearied pace, 

He is arrived at the long- wish ’d-for place, 

With sighs the sad defeat he does deplore, 

His heaven is still as distant as before I 

The Infidel^ by JoHir Noeeis. 

In the modern tragedy of The Castle Spectre is this fine 
description of the ghost of Evelina: — “Suddenly a female 
form glided along the vault. I flew towards her. My arms 
were already unclosed to clasp her, — when suddenly her figure 
changed I Her face grew pale — a stream of blood gushed 
from her bosom. While speaking, her form withered away ; 
the fiesli fell from her hones ; a skeleton loathsome and 
meagre clasped me in her mouldering arms. Her infecled 
breath was mingled with mine ; her rotting fingers pressed 
my hand; and my face was covered with her kisses. Oh! 
then how I trembled with disgust 1” 

There is undoubtedly singular merit in this description. I 
shall contrast it with one which the French Virgil has written, 
in an age whose faith was stronger in ghosts than ours, yet 
which perhaps ha(f less slSll in describing them. There are 
some circumstances which seem to indicate that the author 
of the Castle Spectre lighted his torch at the altar of the 
French muse. Athalia thus narrates her dream, in which 
the spectre of Jezabel, her mother, appears : 

CT^toit pendant rhorreur d’une profonde nuit, . 

Ma mdre Jezabel devant moi s’est raontree, 

Comme an jour de sa mort, pompeusement paree. — 

-En acbevant ces mots epouvantables, 
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Son ombre vers mon lit a paru se baisser, 

Et moi, je lui tendois les mains pour I’embrasser, 

Mais^c n'ai 'plus trouve qyi^mi kornhlc melange 
J)^os et de chair meurtris, et trainee dans la fange, 

Des lamheaux pleins de sang et des m^ribres affreux, 

Eacine’s Athaliey Acte ii. s. 5. 

Goldsmith j when, in his pedestrian tour, he sat amid the 
Alps, as he paints himself in his “ Traveller,” and felt him- 
self the solitary neglected genius he was, desolate amidst the 
surrounding scenery, probably at that moment applied to 
himself the following beautiful imagery of Thomson : 

As in the hollow breast of Apennine 
Beneath the centre of encircling hills, 

A myrtle rises, far from human eyes, 

And breathes its balmy fragrance o’er the wild. 

Autumn f v. 202. 

Goldsmith very pathetically applies a similar image : 

E’en now where Alpine solitudes ascend, 

I sit me down a pensive hour to spend. 

Like yon neglected shrub at i-audom cast, 

That shades the steep, and sighs at every blast. 

TraveUer, 

Akenside illustrates the native impulse of genius by a 
simile of Memnon’s marble statue, sounding its lyre at the 
touch of the sun : 

For as old Memnon’s image, long renown’d 
By fabling Nilus, to the quivering touch 
Of Titan’s ray, with each repulsive string 
Consenting, sounded through the w'arbling air 
Unbidden strains ; even so did nature’s hand, &c. 

It is , remarkable that the same image, which does not 
appear obvious enough to have been the common inheritance 
of poets, is precisely used by old Eegnier, the first French 
satirist, in the dedication of his Satires to the French king. 
Louis XIY. supplies the place of nature to the courtly sati- 
rist. These are his words : — On lit qu’en Ethiope il y avoit 
une statue qui rendoit un son harmonieux, toutes les fois que 
le soleil levant la regardoit. Ce meme miracle, Sire, avez 
vous fait en moi, qui touch6 de Fastre de Votre Majesty, ai 
re 9 u la voix et la parole.” 

In that sublime passage in ‘^Pope’s Essay on Man,” 
Epist. i. V. 237, beginning, 

Vast chain of being ! which from Cod began, 
and proceeds to 
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From nature’s chain whatever link you strike, 

Tenth, or ten thousandth, breaks the chain alike. 

Pope si^ems to have caught the idea and image from 
Waller, whose last* verse is as fine as any in the Essay on 
Man:»— 

The chain that’s fixed to the throne of Jove, 

On which the fabric of our world depends, 

One liTik dissolv’d, the whole creation ends. 

Of the Danger his Majesty escaped, &c. v. 168, 

It has been observed by Thyer, that Milton borrowed the 
expression imhrownecl and Irown, which he applies to the 
evening shade, from the Italian. See Thyer’s elegant note 
in B. iv., V. 246 : 

And where the unpierced shade 

Inhvowwd the noon tide bowers. 

And B. ix., v. 1086 : 

Where highest woods impenetrable 

To sun or star-light, spread their umbrs^e broad, 

And hrown as evming. 

Pa Vmlruno is an expressionused by the Italians to denote 
the approach of the evening. Boiardo, Ariosto and Tasso, 
have made a very picturesque use of this term, noticed by 
Thyer. I doubt if it be applicable to our colder climate ; but 
Thomson appears to have been struck by the fine effect it 
produces in poetical landscape ; for he has 

With quickened step 

Brown night retires. 

Bummer, v. 51. 

If the epithet be true, it cannot be more appropriately 
applied than in the season he describes, which most resembles 
the genial clime with the deep serenity of an Italian heaven. 
Milton in Italy had experienced the Iroion evening, but it may 
be suspected that Thomson only recollected the language of 
the poet. 

The same observation may be made on two other poetical 
epithets. I shall notice the epithet “ LAuaHiisra’’ applied to 
inanimate objects ; and “ pxjeple” to beautiful objects.” 

The natives of Italy and the softer climates receive emo- 
tions from the view of their watees in the speikg not 
equally experienced in the British roughness of our skies. 
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The fluency and softness of the water are thus described by 
Lucretius ; — 

Tibi snaveis Bcedala tellus 

Submittit Sores • iihi hibent cequora jyontL 

Inelegantly rendered by Creech, 

The ronghesfc sea puts on smooth loots, and smiles. 

Dryden more happily, 

The ocean smiles, and smooths her vavy breast. 

But Metastasio has copied Lucretius : — 

‘ A to fioriscono 

Gli erbosi prat : 

E i flutti EID02T0 

Nel mar plaeati. * 

It merits observation, that the ITorf’hern Poets could not 
exalt their imagination higher than that the water smiled, 
while the modern Italian, having before his eyes « different 
Spring, found no dijQSeulty in agreeing with the ancients, 
that the waves laughed. Modem poetry has made a very- 
free use of the animating epithet laughes-g. Gray has 
XAUGHiKG ELOWEES : and Langhome in two beautiful lines 
personifies Flora : — 

Where Tweed’s soft banks in liberal beauty lie. 

And Flora laughs beneath an azure sky. 

Sir William Jones, in the spirit of Oriental poetry, has^ 
‘Hhe LAUGHn^G AiE.” Dry den has employed this epithet 
boldly in the delightful lines, almost entirely borrowed from 
his original, Chaucer ; — 

The morning lai'k, the messenger of day, 

Saluted in her song the morning gray; 

And soon the sun arose, with beams so bright, 

That all the hopjzon laughed to see the joyous sight. 

Palamon mid ArcltCi B, ii.* 

It is extremely difficult to conceive what the ancients ^ 

* The old poet is the most fresh and powerful in his woiJs. The 
passage h thus given in Wright’s edition : — 

The busy lark, messenger of day, 

Saluteth in her song the morrow gray ; 

And fiery Phoebus riseth up so bright. 

That all the orient laugheth of the light, 

Leigh Hunt remarks with justice that “ Urydeu falls short of the fresh- 
ness and feeling of the sentiment. His lines are beautiful, but they do ^ 
not come home to us vrith so happy and cordial a face.” 
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precisely meant by the word purpu/reus. They seem to have 
designed by it anything bbight and beautifto. A classical 
friend has furnished me with numerous significations of this 
word which are very contradictory. Albinovanus, in his 
elegy -'on Livia, mentions JSFivem purpureum. Catullus, 
Qiiercus ramos purpureos. Horace, Purpit^reo hibet ore 
nectar^ and somewhere mentions Olores purpureos, Virgil 
has Purpuream vomit ille animmi ; and Homer calls the sea 
purple^ and gives it in some other book the same epithet, 
when in a storm. 

The general idea, however, has been fondly adopted by 
the finest writers in Europe. The pitbple of the ancients 
is not known to us. What idea, therefore, have the moderns 
affixed, to it ? Addison, in his Vision of the Temple of Fame, 
describes the comitry as “being covered with a kind of 
PUBPLE LIGHT.” Gray’s beautiful line is well known : — 

The bloom of young desire and purple light of love. 

And Tasso, in describing his hero Godfrey, says, Heaven 

Gli empie d’onor la faccia, e vi riduce 
Di Giovinezza il hel purpu/reo lume. 

Both Gray and Tasso copied Virgil, where Venus gives to 
her son .Eneas — 

Luinenque Juveutse 

Purpureum, 

Dry den has omitted ihQ purple liplit in his version, nor is 
it given by Pitt ; but Dryden expresses the general idea by 
"With hands divine, 

Had formed his curling locks and made his temples shines 
And given his rolling eys a sparkling grace. 

It is probable that Milton has given us his idea of what 
was meant by this purple light, when applied to the human 
countenance, in the felicitous expression of 
Celestial 3w>sy-eei). 

Gray appears to me to be indebted to Milton for a hint 
for the opening of his Elegy : as in the first line he had 
Dante and Milton in his mind, he perhaps might also in the 
following passage have recollected a congenial one in Oomus, 
winch he dtered. Milton, describing the evening, marks it 
out by 

What time the laboured ox 

In his loose traces from the furrow came, 

And the swinkt hedger at his supper sat. 
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Gray Las 

The lowing herd wind slowly o’er the lea, 

The ^ploughman homeward plods his weary way. 

Warton Las made an observation on tLis passage in 
Comus ; and observes further that it is a classical circum- 
stance, but not a natural one, in an English landscape, for 
oui’ ploughmen quit their work at noon. I think, therefore, 
the imitation is still more evident ; and as Warton observes, 
both Gray and Milton copied here from books, and not from 
life. 

There are three great poets who have given us a similar 
incident. 

' Dry den introduces the highly finished picture of the hare 
in his Annus Mirabihs : — 

Stanza 131. 

So I have seen some fearful hare maintain 
A course, till tired before the dog she layj 

Who stretched behind her, pants upon the plain, 

Past power to kill, as she to get away, 

132. 

With his loll’d tongue he faintly licks his prey; 

His warm breath blows her flix up as she lies : 

She trembling creeps upon the ground away 
And looks back to him with beseeching eyes. 

Thomson paints the stag in a similar situation : — 

Fainting breathless toil 

Sick seizes on his heart — ^he stands at bay : 

The big round tears run down his dappled face, 

He groans in anguish. 

Autumn, v, 451. 

Shakspeare exhibits the same object : — 

The wretched animal heaved forth such groans. 

That their discharge did stretch liis leathern coat 
Almost to bursting ; and the big round tears 
Coursed oue another down his innocent nose 
In piteous chase. 

Of these' three pictures the 'beseeching eyes of Diyden 
perhaps is more pathetic than the big round tears, certainly 
borrowed by Thomson from Shakspeare, because the former 
expression has more passion, and is therefore more poetical. 
The sixth line in Brydeii is perhaps exquisite for its imitative 
harmony, and with peculiar felicity* paints the action itself. 
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Thomson adroitly drops the innocent nose, of which one word 
seems to have lost its original signification, and the other 
ofiends now by its familiarity. The dappled face is a term 
more pictuiesque, more appropriate, and more poetic^y 
expressed* 


BSPLAlirATION OF THE FAC-SIMILE. 

The manuscripts of Pope’s version of the Iliad and Odyssey 
ai’e preserved in the British Museun^ in three volumes, the 
.gift of David Mallet. They are written chiefly on the backs 
of letters, amongst which are several from Addison, Steele, 
Jervaise, Eowe, Young, Caiyl, Walsh, Sir Godfrey Kneller, 
Fenton, Graggs, Congreve, Hughes, his mother Editha, and 
Lintot and Tonson the booksellers.* 

From these letters no information can be gathered, which 
merits public communication ; they relate generally to the 
common civilities and common afiEairs of life. What little 
could be done has already been given in the additions to 
Pope’s works. 

It has been observed, that Pope taught himself to write, 
by copying printed hooks ; of this singtdarity we have in this 
collection a remarkable instance ; several parts are wntten in 
Eoman and Italic characters, 'which for some time I mistook 
for print ; no imitation can he more correct. 

What appears on this Fac-Simite I have printed, to assist 
its deciphering ; and I have also subjoined the passage as it 
was given to the public, for immediate reference. The manu* 
script from whence this page is taken consists of the first 
rude sketches ; an intermediate copy having been employed 
for the press ; so that the corrected verses of this Fac-Simile 
occasionally vary from those published. 

This passage has been selected, because the parting of 
Hector and Andromache is perhaps the most pleasing episode 
in the Iliad, while it is confessedly one of the most finished 
passages. • 

The lover of poetry will not be a little gratified, when he 
contemplates the variety of epithets, the imperfect idea, the 
gradual embellishment, and the critical rasures which are 

Ttis use of wkat most persons would consider waste paper, obtained 
for the poet the defdgnation of^‘ paper-sparing Pope,’* 
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liere discovered,^ The action of Hector, in lifting his infant 
in his arms, occasioned Pope much trouble ; and at length 
the printed copy has a different reading. 

I must not omit noticing, that the whole is on the back of 
a letter franked by Addison ; which cover I have given at one 
corner of the plate. 

The parts distinguished by Italics were rejected. 

Tlius liaving spoke, the illustrious chief of Troy 
Extends his eager ariris to embrace his hog, 

lovely 

Stretched his fond arms to seize the hcanteoiis boy; 
babe 

The hoy clung crying to his nurse’s breast, 

Scar’d at the dazzling helm and nodding crest, 
each hind 

With silent pleasure the fond parent smil’d, 

And Hector hasten’d to relieve his child. 

The glittering terrors unbound, 

Sis radiant helmet from his brows unbradd^ 

on the ground he 

And on the ground the glittering terror' ^add^ 
beamy 

And placed the radiant helmet on the ground, 

Then seized the hoy and raising him in atV, 
lifting 

Then fondling in his arms his infant heir, 
dancing 

Thus to the gods addrest a father’s prayer, 
glory fills 

0 thou, whose thunder shakes th’ ethereal throne, 
deathless 

And all ye other powers protect my son 1 
Like miiief this wur^ blooming youth with every V'ii'tue blest ^ 
grace 

The shield and glory of the Trojan race; 

Like mine his valour, and his just renoivn, 

• Like mine his labours, to defend the croicn. 

Grant him, like me, to purchase just renowm, 
the Trojans 

To guard my country, to defend the crown ; 

In arms like me, his country’s war to wage. 

And rise the Hector of the future age ! 


* Dr. Johnson, iu noticing the MSS. of Milton, preserved at Cambridge, 
has made, with his usual force of language, the following observation : 
** Such reliques show how excellence is acquired : -what we hope ever to 
do with ease, we may learn first to do with diligence.” 
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Explanation of, the Facsimile. 

Against iis country’s foes the war to wage, 

And rise the Hector of the future age ! 

successful 

So when triumphant from the glorious toils 
Of heroes slain, he bears the reeking spoils, 

Whole hosts may 

All Troy shall hail him, with deserv’d acclaim, 
own the son 

And cry, this chief transcends his father’s fame. 

While pleas’d, amidst the general shouts of Troy, 

Eis mother’s conscious heart o’erfiows with joy. 
fondly on her 

He said, and gazing o’er his consort^ s charms j 
Bestor’d his infant to her longing arms, 
on 

Soft in her fragrant breast the babe she laid, 

Prest to her hearty and with a smile survey’d ; 
to repose 

Hush’d him to rest, and with a smile survey’d, 
passion 

But soon the troubled pleasure mixt with rising fears, 
dash’d with fear, 

The tender pleasure soon, chastised by fear. 

She mingled with the smile a tender tear. 

The passage appears thus in the printed work. I have 
marked in Italics the variations. 

Thus having spoke, the illustrious chief of Troy 
Stretch’d his fond arms to clasp the lovely hoy. 

The babe clung crying to his nurse’s breast, 

Scar’d at the dazzling helm and nodding crest. 

With secret * pleasure each fond parent smil’d. 

And Hector hasted to relieve his child. 

The glittering terrors from his brows unbound, 

And placed the beaming helmet on the ground : 

Then kissel the child, and lifting high in air, 

Thus to the gods^rc/err’d a father’s prayer : 

0 thou, w'hose glory fills tli’ ethereal throne, 

. And all ye deathless powers, ju otect my son ! 

Grant him like me to purchase just renown, 

To guard the Trojans, to defend the crown ; 

Against his count’s foes the war to wage. 

And rise the Hector of the future age ! 

So when, triumphant from successful toils, 

Of heroes slain he bears the reeking spoils, 

Whole hosts may hail him, with deserv’d acclaim, 

And say, this c/tie/ transcends his father’s fame ; 


* Silent in the MS. (observes a critical friend) is greatly superior to 
seci*et^ as it appears in tbe printed work. 



Literary Fashions. 


113 


While pleas’d amidst the general shouts of Troy, 
His mother’s conscious heart o’erfiows with joy. 

He spolce, and fondly gazing on her charms, 
Bestor’d the 'pleasing hurden to her arms: 

•Soft on her fragrant breast the babe she laid, 
Hush’d to repose, and with a smile survey’d. 

The troubled pleasure soon chastis’d by fear, 

She mingled with the smile a tender tear. 


LITERARY .FASHIONS, 

Thebe is sucK a thing as Literary Fashion, and prose and 
verse have been regulated by the same caprice that cuts our 
coats and cocks our hats. Dr, Kippis, who had a taste for 
literary history, has observed that ' Dodsley’s (Economy of 
Human Life’ long received the most extravagant applause, 
from the supposition that it was written by a celebrated 
nobleman ; an instance of the power of lAteTary Fashion ; 
the history of which, as it hath appeared in various ages and 
countries, and as it hath operated with respect to the diffe- 
rent objects of science, learning, art, and taste, would form a 
work that might be highly instructive and entei*taining.” 

The favourable reception of Dodsley’s (Economy of 
Human Life,” produced a whole family of (economies ; it 
was soon followed by a second ^art^ the gratuitous ingenuity 
of one of those officious imitators, whom an original author 
never cares to thank. Other ceconomies trod on the heels of 
each other. 

For some memoranda towards a histoiy of literary 
fasliions, the following may be arranged : — 

At the restoration of letters in Europe, commentators and 
compilers were at the head of the literati ; translators fol- 
lowed, who enriched themselves with their spoils on the 
commentators. When in the progress of modern literature, 
writers aimed to rival the great authors of antiquity, the 
different styles, in their servile imitations, clashed together ; 
and parties were formed who fought desperately for the style 
they chose to adopt. The public were long hai*assed by a 
fantastic race, who called themselves Ciceronian, of whom 
are recorded many ridiculous practices, to strain out the 
words of Cicero into their hollow verbosities. They were 
routed by the facetious Erasmus. Then followed the bril- 
liant sera of epigrammatic points ; and good sense, and good 

TOX. II. I 
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taste, were notMng without the spurious ornaments of raise 
wit. Another age was deluged by a million of sonnets ; and 
volumes were for a long time read, without their readers 
being aware tbat their patience was exhausted. There was 
an age of epics, which probably can never return again ; for 
after two or three, the rest can be but repetitions with a few 
variations. 

In Italy, from 1530 to 1580, a vast naultitude of books 
were written on Love ; the fashion of writing on that sub- 
ject (for certainly it was not always a passion with the in- 
defatigable, writer) was an epidemical distemper. They 
wrote like pedants, and pagans ; those who could not write 
their love in verse, diffused themselves in prose. ' When the 
Poliphilus of Colonna ajipeai’ed, which is given in the form of 
a dream, this dream made a great many dreamers, as it hap- 
pens in company (says the sarcastic Zeno) when one yawner 
makes many yawn. When Bishop Hall first published his 
satires, he called them Toothless Satires,” but his latter 
ones he distinguished as ‘‘Biting Satires;” many good- 
natured men, who could only write good-natured verse, 
crowded in lus footstq)s, and the abundance of their labours 
only showed that even the “ toothless” satires of Hall could 
bite more sharply than those of servile imitato3*s. After 
Spenser^s “¥aerie Queen” was published, the press over- 
flowed with many mistaken imitations, in which kiries were 
the chief actors — ^this cii'cumstance is humorously animad- 
verted on by Marston, in his satires, as quoted by Warton : 
every scribe now falls asleep, and in his 

dreams, straight tenne pound to one 

Outsteps some fairy — — 

Awakes, straiet rubs his eyes, and pbints nis tale. 

The great personage who gave a fashion to this class of 
literature was the courtly and romantic Elizabeth herself; her 
obsequious wits and' courtiers would not fail to feed and 
flatter her taste. Whether they all felt the beauties, or lan- 
guished over the tediousness of “ The Faerie Queen,” and the 
Arcadia” of Sidney, at least her majesty gave a vogue to 
such sentimental and refined romance. The classical Eliza- 
beth introduced another literary fashion ; having translated 
the Hercules (Etacus, she made it fashionable to translate 
0re6k tragedies. There was a time, in the age of fanaticism,, 
and the^ong Parliament, that books were considered the more 
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valuable for their length., The seventeenth century was the 
ag’e of folios. Caryl wrote a “ Commentary on Job” in two 
volumes folio, of above one thousand two hundred sheets ! as 
it was intended to inculcate the virtue of patience, these 
volumes gave at once the theory and the practice. One is 
astonished at the multitude of the divines of this age ; whose 
works now lie buried under the brick and mortar tombs of 
four or five^ folios, which, on a moderate calculation, might 
now be wire-woven” into thirty or forty modern octavos. ‘ 

In Charles I.’s time, love and honour were heightened by 
the wits into. florid romance ; but Lord Goring turned all into 
ridicule ; and he was followed by the Duke of Buckingham, 
whose happy vein of ridicule was favoux'ed by Charles II., 
who gave it the vogue it obtained. 

Sir William Temple justly observes, that changes in veins 
of wit are like those of habits, or other modes. On the 
return of, Charles II., none were more out of fashion among 
the new courtiers than the old Earl of Norwich, who was 
esteemed the greatest wit, in his father’s time, among 
the old. 

Modern times have abounded with what may be called 
fashionable literature. Tragedies were some years ago as 
fashionable as comedies are at this- day Thomson, Mallet, 
Erancis, Hill, applied their genius to a department in which 
they lost it all. Declamation and rant, and over-refined lan- 
guage, were preferred to the fable, the manners, and to 
nature — and these now sleep on our shelves ! Then too we 
had a family of paupers in the parish, of poetij, in “ Imita- 
tions of Spenser.” Not many years ago, Churchill was the 
occasion of deluging the town with political foevis . in 
quarto. — ^These again were succeeded by narrative poems, in 
the ballad measure, from all sizes of poets. — ^The Castle of 
Otranto, was the father of that marvellous, which once over- 
stocked the cu'culating library and closed •with "IMts. Bad- 
cliffe. — Lord Byron has been the father of hundreds of 
graceless sons !-^Ti*avels and voyages have long been a class 
of literature so fasliionable, that we begin to prepare for, _ 
or to dread, the arrival of certain persons from the Con- 
tinent ! 

* The great feature of the modem stage within the last twenty years 
has been the Classical Burlesque Drama, which, though originating in the 
last oentiii^ in such plays as Uklas, really reached its culmination under 
.the auspices of Bladamc Vcstris. 
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The Pantomimical Characters, 


Different times, then, are regulated by different tastes. 
"What makes a strong impression on the public at one time, 
ceases to interest it at another ; an author who sacrifices to 
the prevailing humours of his day has but little chance of 
being esteemed by posterity ; and every age of modern lite- 
rature might, perhaps, admit of a new classification, by di- 
viding it into its periods of fasliionalle literature. 


THE PANTOMBIICAL CHAEACTEES. 

H est des gens de qni 1* esprit gninde 
Sous un front jamais deride 
Ne souffre, n’approuve, et n’estime 
Que le pompeux, et Ic sublime ; 

Pour moi j’ose poser en fait 
Qu’en de certains momens Tesprit le plus parfait 
Peut aimer sans rougir jusqu’aux marionettes; 
Et qu’il est des terns et des lieux, 

Od le grave, et le sdrieux, ’ 

Ne valent pas d’agr^ables somettes. 

Pean d’Ane. 


People there are who never smile ; 

Their foreheads still unsmooth’d the while, 

Some lambent flame of mirth will play, 

That wins the easy heart away ; 

Such only choose in prose or rhyme 
A bristling pomp, — they call sublime ! 

I blush not to like Harlequin, 

Would he but talk, — and all his kin. 

Yes, there are times, and there are places, 

When flams and old wives’ tales are worth the Graces. 

Ceutaittes, in the person of his hero, has confessed the 
delight he received from amusements which disturb the 
gravity of some, who are apt, however, to be more enter- 
tained by them than they choose to acknowledge. Don 
Quixote thus dismisses a troop of merry strollers — Andad 
con Dios, huena ^ente^ y Jiazad vuestra fiesta^ jerque desde 
mmkaclio fui aficionado a la Caratula, y en mi mocedad se ne 
ivan lo$ ojos tras la Fai'andula.” In a literal version the 
passage may run thus : — “ Gro, good people, God be with you, 
and keep your merry making ! for from childhood I was in 
love v/ith the Cardtzda, and in my youth my eyes would lose 
themselves amidst the Fardndula'^ According to Pineda, 
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La Cardtula is an actor masked, and La Pardndala is a kind 
of farce.** 

Even the studious Bayle, wrapping himself in his cloak, 
and hurrying to the market-place to Punchinello, would laugh 
when the fellow had humour in him, as was usually the case; 
and I believe the pleasure some still find in pantomimes, to 
the annoyance of their gravity, is a very natui’al one, and only 
wants a httle more understanding in the actors and the 
spectators.t 

The truth is, that here our Harlequin and all his lifeless 
family are condemned to perpetual silence. They came to us * 
from the genial hilarity of the Italian theatre, and were all the 
grotesque children of wit, and whim, and satire. Why is 
this burlesque race here privileged to cost so much, to do so 
little, and to repeat that little so often ? Our own pantomime 
may, indeed, boast of two inventions of its own growth : we 
have turned Harlequin into a magician, and this produces the 
surprise of sudden changes of scenery, whose splendour and 
curious correctness have rarely been equalled : while in the 
metamorphosis of the scene, a certain sort of wit to the eye, 
“mechanic wit,’’ as it has been termed, has originated ; as 
when a sm'geon’s shop is turned into a laundry, with the 
inscription “ Mangling done here or counsellors at the bar 
changed into fish-women. 

Every one of this grotesque family were the creatures of 
national genius, chosen by the people for themselves. Italy, 
both ancient and modern, exhibits a gesticulating people of 
comedians, and the same comic genius characterised the nation 

* Motteux, whose translation Lord Woodhouselee distinguishes as the 
most curious, turns the passage thus : “I wish you well, good people; 
drive on to act yonr ploy, for in my very childhood I loved skms, and 
have been a great admirer of dramatic representations,'*^ Part II, c. xi. 
The other translators have nearly the same words. But in employing the 
generic term they lose the species, that is, the thing itself ; hut w'hat is 
less tolerable, in the flatness of the style, they lose that delightfulness with 
which Cervantes conveys to us the recollected pleasures then busying the 
warm brain of his hei’o. An English reader, who often grows weary over 
his Quixote, appears not always sensible that one of the secret charms of 
Cervantes, like all great national authors, lies concealed in his idiom and 
style. 

t The author of the descriptive letter-press to George Cruikshank's illus- 
trations of Punch says lie “ saw the late Mr. "Wyndham, then one of the 
Secretaiies of State, on his way from Bowningjstreet to the House of Com- 
mons, on the night of an important debate, pause like a truant boy until 
the whole performance was concluded, to enjoy a hearty laugh at the whim- 
sicalities of the ‘ motley hero.* ” 
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through all its revolutions, as well as the individual through 
all his fortunes. The lower classes still betray their aptitude 
''.an. that vivid humour, where the action is suited to the word 
•li-silent gestures sometimes expressing whole sentences. They 
can tell a story, and even raise the passions, without opening 
then* lips. No nation in modern Europe possesses so keen a 
relish for the hurlesqne, iiisotnucli as to show a class of un- 
rivalled poems, wliich* are distinguished by the very title ; 
and perhaps there never was an Italian in a foreign country, 
however deep in trouble, hut would drop all remembrance of 
. his sorrows, should one of his countiymeii present himself 
with the paraphernalia of Punch at the corner of a street. 
I was acquainted with an Italian, a philosopher and a man of 
fortune, residing in this country, who found so lively a 
pleasure in performing Punchinello’s little comedy, that, for 
this purpose, with considerable expense and curiosity, he had 
. his wooden company, in all their costume, sent over from his 
native place. The shrill squeak of the tin whistle had the 
same comic effect on him as the notes of the JBanz des Vaches 
have in awakening the tenderness of domestic emotions in the 
wandering Swiss — the national genius is dramatic. Lady 
Wortley Montagu, when she re^ed at a villa near Brescia, 
was applied to by the villagers for leave to erect a theatre in 
her saloon : they had been accustomed to turn the stables 
into a playhouse every carnival. She complied, and, as she 
tells us, was “ surprised at the beauty of their scenes, though 
painted by a country painter. The perforaxance was yet more 
surprising, the actors being all peasants; but the Italians 
have so natural a genius for comedy, they acted as well as if 
they had been brought up to nothing else, particularly the 
Arleqmno, who far surpassed any of our English, though 
only the tailor of our village, and I am assured never saw a 
play in any other place.” Italy is the mothei', and the nurse, 
of the whole Harlequin race. 

Hence it is that no scholars in Europe but the most 
learned Italians, smit by* the national genius, could have 
devoted their vigils to narrate the revolutions of pantomime, 
to compile the annals of Harlequin, to unrol the genealogy of 
Punch, and to discover even the most secret anecdotes of the 
obscurer branchesof that grotesque family, amidst their change- 
ful foriiines, during a period of two thousand years! Nor is 
this all ; princes have ranked them among the Bosciuses ; and 
Harlequins and Scaramouches have b^en ennobled. Even 
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Harlequins themselves have written elaborate treatises on the 
almost insurmountable difficulties of their art. I despair to 
convey the sympathy they have inspired me with to my 
reader j but every Tramontane genius mustbeffiiformed, that 
of what he has never seen he must rest content to be told. 

Of the ancient Italian troop we have retained three or four 
of the characters, while their origin has nearly escaped our 
recollection ; but of the burlesque comedy, the extempore 
dialogue, the humorous fable, and its peculiar species of comic 
acting, all has vanished. 

Many of the popular pastimes of the Homans unquestion- 
ably suiwived their dominion, for the people will amuse them- 
selves, tliough their masters may be conquered ; and tradition 
has never proved more faithful than in preserving popular 
sports. Many of the games of our children were played by 
Eoman boys ; the momitebanks, with the dancers and tum- 
blers on their moveable stages, still in our fairs, are Eoman ; 
the disorders of the Bacchanalia, Italy appears to imitate in 
her caniivais. Among these Eoman Aversions certain comic 
characters have been transmitted to us, along with some of 
their characteristics, and their dresses. The spealdng pan- 
tomimes and extemporal comedies which have delighted the 
Italians for many centuries, are from this ancient source,*^ 

* Eicli, in Iiis ‘‘Companion to tbe Latin Dictionary,” has an excellent 
illnatration of this passage : — “ This art was of very great antiquity, and 
much practised by the Creeks and Romans, both on the stage and in the 
tribune, induced by their habit of addressing large assemblies in the opeif 
air, where it would have been impossible for the majority to comprehena 
what was said without the assistance of some conventional signs, which, 
enabled the speaker to address himself to the eye, as well as the ear of the 
audience. These were chiefly made by certain positions of the hands and 
fingers, the meaning of which was universally recognised and familiar to 
all classes, and the practice itself reduced to a regular system, as it remains 
at the present time amongst the populace of Naples, who will carry oh a 
long conversation between themselves by mere gesticulation, and without 
imonouncing a word.” That many of these signs are similar to those used 
by the ancients, is proved by the same author, who copies from an antique 
vase a scene which he explains by the action of the hands of the figures, 
adding, “ A common lazzaroni, when shown one of these compositions, will 
at onco explain the purpori of the action, which a scholar uith all his' 
learning cannot divine.” The gesture' to signify love, employed by the 
ancients and modern Neapolitans, was joining the tips of the thumb and 
forc-flnger of the left hand j an imputation or asseveration by holding forth 
the right hand ; a denial by raising the same hand, extending the fingers* 
In riiethievcl works of aii, a particular attitude of the fingers is adopted to 
exhibit malicious hate . it is done by crossing the fore-finger of each hand, 
and is generally seen in figures of Herod or Judas Iscariot. 
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Of the Mimi and the Pantoonimi of theEomans the follo\r- 
ing notices enter into our present researches : 

The Mimi were an impudent race of buffoons, who exulted 
in mimicry, and, like our domestic fools, were admitted into 
convivial parties to entertain the guests ; from them we derive 
the term mimetic art. Their powers enabled them to perform 
a more extraordinary office, for they appear to have been intro- 
duced into funerals, to mimic the person, and even the lan- 
guage of the deceased. Suetonius describes an ArcJiimimus 
accompanying the funeral of Yespasian. This Arch-mime 
performed his part admirably, not only representing the per- 
son, but imitating, according to custom, ut est mos^ the 
manners and language of the living empei’or. He contrived 
a happy stroke at the prevailing foible of Yespasian, when he 
inquired the cost of all this funeral pomp — “ Ten millions of 
sesterces!” On this he observed, tliat if they would give 
him but a hundred thousand they might tlirow his body into 
the Tiber. 

The Pantomimi were quite of a different class. They were 
tragic actors, usually mute ; they combined with the arts of 
gesture music and dances of the most impressive character. 
Their silent language often drew tears by the* pathetic emo- 
tions which they excited: "Their very nod speaks, their 
hands talk, and their fingers have a voice,” says one of their 
admirers. Seneca, the father, grave as was his profession 
confessed his taste for pantomimes had become a passion ; ^ 
and by the decree of the Senate, that " the Eoman knights 
should not attend the pantomimic players in the streets,” it 
is evident that the performers were greatly honoured. Lucian 
has composed a curious treatise on pantomimes. We may 
have some notion of their deep conception of character, and 
their invention, hy an anecdote recorded by Macrohius of two 
rival pantomimes. When Hylas, dancing a hymn, which 
closed with the words “ The great Agamemnon,” to express 
that idea he took it in its literal meaning, and stood erect, as 
if measuring his size — ^Pylades, his rival, exclaimed, "You 
make him tall, but not great ! ” The audience obliged Pylades 
to dance the same hymn ; when he came to the words he col- 
lected himself in a posture of deep meditation. This silent 
pantomimic language we ourselves have witnessed carried to 
singular perfection ; when the actor Palmer, after building a 


Tacitus, Annals, lib. i. sect. 77, in Hurpby’s translation* 
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theatre, was prohibited the use 9f his voice by the magis- 
trates. It was then he powerfully affected the audience by 
the eloquence of his action in the tragic pantomime of Don 
Juan ! * 

These pantomimi seem to have been held in great honour ; 
many were children of the Graces and the Virtues ! The 
tragic and the comic masks were among the ornaments of the 
sepulchral monuments of an archmime and a pantomime. 
Montfaucon conjectures that they formed a select fraternity, f 
They had such an influence over the Eoman people, that when 
two of them quarrelled, Augustus interfered to renew their 
friendship. Pylades was one of them ; and he observed to 
the emperor, that nothing could be more useful to him than 
that the people should be perpetually occupied with the 
sguabbles between him and Bathyllus! The advice was 
accepted, and the emperor was silenced. 

* The parti-coloured hero, with every part of his dress, has 
been drawn out of the great wardrobe of antiquity : he was a 
Eoman Mime, Haelequin is described with his shaven 
head, rasis capitibus ; his sooty h.Q,% fnUgine faciem olducti; 
his flat, unshod feet, planipedes; and his patched coat of 
many colours, Mimi centunculo.% Even Pullicinella^ whom 

* This measure of “ restrictive policy,” which gave to the patent theatres 
the sole right of performing the legitimate drama properly, led to the con- 
struction of plays for the minor theatres, entirely carried on by action, 
occasionally aided hy inscriptions painted on scrolls, and unrolled and ex- 
hibited by the actor when his power of expressing such words failed. This 
led to the education of a series of pantomimists, who taught action conven- 
tionally to represent words. At the close of the last century, there were 
many such ; and the reader who may he curious to see the nature of these 
dumb dramas, may do so in two volumes named Circusiana,” by J. 0. 
Cross, the author of very mauy that were performed at the Royal Circus, in- 
St. George’s Fields. The whole action of the drama was performed to 
music composed expressly to aid the expression of the performers, among 
the best of whom were Bologna and I)’Eg%dIle. It is a class of dramatic 
art which has now almost entirely passed away ; or is seen, but in a minor 
degree, in the pantomimic action of a grand ballet at the opera. 

f L’Antiq. Exp. v. 63. 

t Louis Riccoboui, in his curious little treatise, “Bu Thudtre Italien,” 
illustrated by seventeen prints of the Italian pantomimic characters, has 
duly collected the authorities. I give them, in the order quoted above, 
for the satisfaction of more grave inqumers. Vossiu^ Instil Poet, lib. ii» 
32, § 4, The Mimi blackened their faces. Diomedes, deOrat. lib. iii. 
Apuleius, in Apolog. And further, the patched dress was used by the 
ancient peasants of Itcly, as appears by a passage in Varro, De Re Rust, 
lib. i. c. 8 ; and Juvenal employs the term centuncidus as a diminutive of 
cento, for a coat made up of patches. This was afterwards applied meta- 
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-we familiarly call Pun'cit, may receive, like other personages 
-of not greater importance, all his dignity from antiquity; 
'One of his Eoman ancestors having appeared to an antiquary’s 
visionary eye in a bronze statue ; more than one erudite dis- 
sertation authenticates the family likeness; the nose long, 
prominent, and hooked ; the staring goggle eyes ; the hump 
at his back and at his breast ; in a word, all the character 
which so strongly marks the Punch-race, as distinctly as 
whole dynasties have been featured by the Austrian lip and 
the Bourbon nose.^" 

l^korically to those Tvell-hnown poems called centos, composed of slireds 
and patches of poetry, collected from all quarters. Goldoni considered 
Harlequin as a poor devil and dolt, whose coat is made up of rags patched 
together ; his hat shows mendicity ; and the hare’s tail is still the dress of 
the peasantry of Bergamo. Quadrio, in his learned Storia cVogni Poesiot,, 
has diffused his erudition on the ancient Mimi and their successors. Dr. 
Clarke has discovered the light lath sword of Harlequin, which had hitherto 
baffled my most painful researches, amidst the dark mysteries of the ancient 
mythology 1 We read with equal astonishment and novelty, that the 
prototypes of the modern pantomime are in the Pagan mysteries; that 
Harlequin is Mercury, with his short sword called h&rjie, or his rod the 
caducous, to render himself invisible, and to tr?insport liimself from one 
end of the earth to the other ; that the covering on his head was his 
^ctasm, or winged cap ; that Columhi'uc is Pysdie, or the Soul ^ the Old 
3Ian in our pantomimes is Charon; the Cloion is Monius, the buffoon of 
heaven, whose lai^e gaping mouth is an imitation of the ancient masks. 
!£he subject of an ancient vase engraven in the volume represents Harlequin, 
Columbine, and the Glov.m, as we see them on the English stage. ^Phe 
dreams of the learned are amusing when we are not pub to sleep; Dr. 
Clarke’s Travels, vol. iv. p. 459. The Italian antiquaries never enter- 
tained any doubt of this remote origin. It may, howevei*, be reasonably- 
doubted. The chief appendage of the Vice or buffoon of the ancient 
moralities was a gilt wooden sword, and this also belonged to the old 
Clown or Fool, not only in England but abroad. “ The wooden sword 
directly connects Harlequin with the ancient Vice and more modern Fool,” 
says the author of the letter-press to Cruikshank’s Punch, apparently with 
the justest derivation. 

This statue, which is imagined to have thrown so 'much light on the 
genealogy of Punch, was discovered in 1727, and is engraved in Ficoroni’s 
amusing work on Maschere sceniche e le figure coniche d'antichi Romani, 
jj. 48. It is that of a Mime called Maccus by the Eomans ; the name 
indicates a simpleton. But the origin of the more modeim name has occa- 
sioned a little difference, whether it be derived from the nose or its squealc. 
The learned Quadrio would draw the name Pullidnello from PuUiceho, 
which Sjjartianus uses for il pullo galUnacto (I suppose this to be the 
-turkey-cock) because Punch’s hooked nose resembles its heaJe. Bat 
Bafetti, in that strange book the Tolondron,” gives a derivation admi- 
rably descriptive of the peculiar squeaking ' nasal sound. He says, 
Pundiindlo, or Pimch, as you v/ell know, speaks with a squeaking 
voice that seesns to come out at his nose, because the fellow who in a 
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The genealogy of the whole family is confirmed by the 
general term, which includes them all ; for our Zcni}/^ iu Ita- 
lian Zanni, comes direct from Samiio, a buffoon : and a pas- 
sage in Cicero, Pe Oratore, paints Harlequin and his brother 
gesticulatoi's after the life ; the perpetual trembling motion of 
their limbs, their ludicrous and flexible gestures, and all the 
mimiciy of their faces : — Quid enim potest tarn ridiculum, 
quam Sajtkio esse ? Qui ore, tniUu, imitandis motibits, voce, 
denique corpore ridetur ipso. Lib. ii. sect. 51. “ For what 

has more of the ludicrous than Sanitio ? who, with his mouth, 
his face, imitating every motion, with his voice, and, indeed, 
with all his body, provokes laughter.’’ 

These are the two ancient heroes of pantomime. The other 
characters are the laughing children of mere modern humour. 
Each of these chimerical personages, like so man}'’ county 
members, come from different provinces in the gesticulating 
land of pantomime ; in little principalities the rival inhabi- 
tants present a contrast in manners and characters which 
opens a wider field for lidicule and satire than in a kingdom 

puppet-shoTy manages the puppet called Punchinello, or Punch, as the 
English folks abbreviate it, speaks with a tin whistle in his mouth, which, 
makes him emit that comical kind of voice. But the English word Pimchi^ 
nello is in Italian Pulcinella, which means a hen-chickm. Chickens’ 
voices are squeaking and nasal; and they are timid, and powerless, and 
for this reason my whimsical countrymen have given the name of Paid- 
'iiella^ or lien*clncken, to that comic character, to convey the idea of a 
man that speaks with a squeaking voice through his nose, to express a 
timid and weak fellow, who is always thrashed by the other actors, and 
always boasts of victory after they are gone.” — Tolondron, p. S24. In 
Italian, Polidnello is a little dea, active and biting and skipping j and 
his puce-colour, the nose imitating in shape the flea’s proboscis. 
This grotesque etymology was added by 3Irs. Thrale. I cannot decide 
between *' the hen-chicken” of the scholar and ‘‘ the skipping flea” of the 
ladj^, who, however, w^as herself a scholar. 

*' How the Latin Sannio became the Italian Zanni, was a whirl in the 
roundabout of et^mologj", which })ut Kiccoboni very ill at bis ease ; for 
he, having discovered this classical origin of his favourite character, was 
alarmed at Menage giving it up with obsequious tameness to a Cruscan 
correspondent. The learned Quadiio, however, gives his vote for the 
<irreek Saiiiios, from whence the Latins bon-owed their Sannio. Bicco- 
boni’ s derivation, therefore, now stands secure from all verbal disiuihei’s 
of human quiet. 

Sarnia is in Latin, as Ainsworth elaborately explains, mocking by 
grimaces, mows, a llout, a frump, a gibe, a scofl', a banter;” and Sannio 
is “a fool in a play.” The Italians change the S into Z, for they say 
Zaiyma and Zanibuco, for Smyrna and Sambuco ; and thus they turned 
Sannio into Zanno, and then into Zanni, and v/e caught the echo in our 
Zany. 
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where an uniformity of government will produce an uni- 
formity of manners. An inventor appeared in Euzzante, an 
author and actor who flourished about 1530. Till his time 
they had servilely copied the duped fathers, the wild sons, and 
the tricking valets, of Plautus and Terence; and, perhaps, 
not being writers of sufficient skill, but of some invention, 
were satisfied to sketch the plots of dramas, but boldly trusted 
to extempore acting and dialogue. Euzzante peopled the 
Italian stage with a fresh enlivening crowd of pantomimic 
characters ; the insipid dotards of the ancient comedy were 
transfomed into the Venetian Pantaloon and the Eolognese 
Doctor ; while the hare-brained fellow, the arch knave, and 
the booby, were furnished from Milan, Bergamo, and Calabria. 
He gave his newly-created beings new language and a new 
dress. Prom Plautus he appears to have taken the hint of 
introducing all the Italian dialects into one comedy, by mak- 
ing each character use his own ; and even the modern Greek, 
which, it seems, afibrded many an unexpected play on words, 
for the Italian.* This new kind of pleasure, like the lan- 
guage of Babel, charmed the national ear; every province 
woidd have its dialect introduced on the scene, which often 
served the purpose both of recreation and a little innocent 
malice. Their. and d/resses were furnished by the 
grotesque masqueraders of the carnival, which, doubtless, 
often contributed many scenes and humours to the quick and 
fanciful genius of Euzzante, I possess a little book of Scara- 
mouches, <fcc. by Callot. Their masks and their costume must 
have been copied from these carnival scenes. We see their 
strongly-featured masks ; their attitudes, pliant as those of a 
posture-master; the drollery of their figures; while the 
grotesque creatures seem to leap, and dance, and gesticulate, 
and move about so fantastically under his sharp graver, that 
they form as individualised a race as our fairies and witches ; 
mortal^, yet like nothing mortal! f 

The first Italian actors wore masks — objections have been 
raised against their use. Signorelli shows the inferiority of 
the moderns in deviating from the moveable or rather double 
masks of antiquity, by which the actor could vary the artifi- 

* EiccoTsoni, Histaire du Theatre Italien, p. 53 ; Gfimma, Italia Let- 
toita, p. 196. 

^ t There is an earlier and equally whimsical series hearing the following 
title — “ Mascarades recuillies et mises en taille donee par ilobert Boissart, 
Yalentianois, 1597,^* consisting of twenty-four plates of Oarnivai masquers. 
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eial face at pleasure. The mask has had its advocates, for 
some advantages it po^esses over the naked face ; a mask 
aggravates the features, and gives a more determined expres- 
sion to the comic character ; an important effect among this 
fantastical group.* 

The Hableqtjin in the Italian theaWe has passed through 
all the vicissitudes of fortune. At first he was a true repre- 
sentative of the ancient Mime, but afterwards degenerated 
into a booby and a gourmand, the perpetual butt for a sharp- 
witted fellow, his companion, called Brighella ; the knife and 
the whetstone. Harlequin, under the reforming hand of 
Goldoni, became a child of nature, the delight of his country ; 
and he has commemorated the historical character of the great 
Harlequin Sacehi. • It may serve the reader to correct his 
notions of one, from the absurd pretender with us who has 
usurped the title. Sacchi possessed a lively and brilliant 
imagination. While other Harlequins merely repeated them- 
selves, Sacchi, who always adhered to the essence of the play, 
contrived to give an air of freshness to the piece by his new 
sallies and unexpected repartees. His comic traits and his 
jests were neither taken from the language of the lower 
orders, nor that of the comedians. He levied contributions 
on comic authors, on poets, orators, and philosophers ; and in 
his impromptus they often discovered the thoughts of Seneca, 
Cicero, or Montaigne. He possessed the art of appropriating 
the remains of these great men- to himself, and allying them 
to the simplicity of the blockhead ; so that the same proposi- 
tion which was admired in a serious author, became liighly 
ndiculous in the mouth of this excellent actor.” t Iii France 
Harlequin was improved into a wit, and even converted into 
a moralist ; he is the graceful hero of Florian’s charming com- 
positions, which please even in the closet. “ This imaginary 
being, invented by the Italians, and adopted by the French,” 
says the ingenious Goldoni, “has the exclusive right of 
uniting naivete v^WhJinesse, and no one ever surpassed Florian 
in the delineation of this amjphibiotis character*. He has even 
contrived to impart sentiment, passion, and morality to*his 
pieces.” J Harlequin must be modelled as a national charac- 
ter, the creature of manners ; and thus the history of such a 
Harlequin might be that of the age and of the people, rvhose 
genius he ought to represent. 

* Signorelli, Storia Critica de Teatri, tom. iii. 263. 
t Mem. of Goldoni, i. 281, t Mem. of Goldoni, ii, 284. 
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The history of a people is often detected in their popular 
amusements; one of these Italian * pantomimic characters 
shows this. They had a Oapitan, who probably originated in 
the Ililes gloriosits of Plautus ; a brother, at least, of our 
Ancient Pistol and Bobadil. The ludicrous names of this 
military poltroon were Spavento (Horrid fright), Bpezzorfer 
(Shiver-spear), and a tremendous recreant was Captain Bpa- 
mnto ie Val inferno. When Charles Y. entered Italy, a 
Spanish Captain was introduced ; a dreadful man he was too, 
if we are to be frightened by names : Bangre e JEkiego / and 
Maiamoro / His business was to deal in Spanish rhodo- 
mon fades, to kick out the native Italian Oapitan, in compli- 
ment to the Spaniards, and then to take a quiet caning 
from Plarlequin, in compliment to themselves. When the 
Spaniards lost their inllueuee in Italy, the Spanish Captain 
\vas turned into Scaramouch, who still wore the Spanish dress, 
and was perpetually in a panic. The Italians could only 
avenge themselves on the Spaniards in pantomime ! On the 
same principle the gown of Pantaloon over his red waistcoat 
and breeches, commemorates a circumstance in Yenetian 
history expressive of the popular feeling ; the dress is that of 
a Yenetian citizen, and his speech the dialect ; but when the 
Yenetians lost ^BTegropont, they changed their upper dress to 
black, which before had been red, as a national demonstration 
of their grief. 

The characters of the Italian pantomime became so nuihe- 
Tous, that every dramatic subject was easily furnished with, 
the necessary personages of comedj^ That loquacious pedant 
the Dottore was taken from the lawyers and the physicians,, 
babbling false Latin in the dialect of learned Bologna. Bcapm 
was a liveay seiwant who spoke the dialect of Bergamo, a pro- 
vince proverbially abounding with rank intriguing knaves,, 
who, like the slaves in Plautus and Terence, were always on 
the watch to further any wickedness ; while Ciiabria furnished 
the booby Giangu^ello with his grotesque nose. Moli^re, it 
has been ascertained, discovered in the Italian theatre at 
Pitris his “Medecin malgre lui,” his “Etourdi,’" his “L’Avare,” 
and his “Scapin.” Milan offered a pimp in the Prighellq; 
Elorence an ape of fashion in Gelsomino, These and other 
pantomimic cbiractei’s, and some ludicrous ones, as the Tar^ 
iaglia, a spectacled dotard, a stammerer, and usually in a pas- 
sion, had been gradually introduced by the inventive powers- 
of an actor of genius, to call forth liis ovm peculiar talents. 



The Pantomlmical Characters, 127 

The Pantoniimes, or, as they have been described, tlio 
continual Masquerades, -of Euzzante, with all these diversilied 
personages, talking and acting, formed, in truth, a burle:«c|uo 
comedy. Some of the finest geniuses of Italy becarme the 
votaries of Harlequin : and the Italian pantomime may be said 
to form a school of its own. The invention of Euzzante was 
one capable of perpetual novelty. Many of these actors have 
been clironieled either for the invention of some comic cha- 
racter, or for their true imitation of nature in performing some 
favomite one. One, already immortalised by having lost liis 
real name in that of Captain Matamoros, by whose inimitable 
humours he became the most popular man in Italy, invented 
the Neapolitan Pullicinello ; while another, by deeper study, 
added new graces to another burlesque rival.^ One Constau- 
tini invent^ the character of Mezetin, as the Narcissus of 
pantomime. He acted without a mask, to charm by the 
beautiful play of his countenance, and display the graces of' 
his figui'e ; the floating drapery of his fanciful dress could be 
arranged by thfi changeable humour of the wearer. . Crowds 
followed him in the streets, and a King of Poland ennobled 
him. The Wit and Harlequin Dominic sometimes dined 
at the table of Louis XIV. — Tiberio Piorillo, who invented 
the character of Scaramouch, had been the amusing com- 
panion of the boyhood of Louis XiV.; and from him Moliere’ 
learnt much, as appears by tbe verses under his portrait : — 

Cet illustre com^dien 
De son art tra 9 a la carriere ; 

II fut le maitre de Moliere, 

Et la Kature fat le sien. 

The last lines of an epitaph on one of these pantomimic 

I am here but the translator of a grave bistorian. Tbe Italian writes, 
with all tbe feeling of one aware of the important naiTative, and with 
most curious acciiracy in this genealogy of character: Slh'(.o 'Fiorillo^ 
cUe appeller si facea il Ca^tano Matamoros, ikvento il Puldnelh* 
Napoletano, e ooUo studio e grazia molto aggiuk&e Andreci Calcese ddlo 
Olaccio por soprannomeP — Gimma, Italia Letterata, p, 196. There 
m a very curious engraving by Bosse, representing tbo Italian comedians 
about 1633, as they performed the various characters on the Parisian 
stage. The cracked voice and peculiarities of this great invention” 
are declared ky Piorillo and Signorelli to be imitations of the pecu- 
liarities of tbe peasants of Acei’ra, an ancient city in the neighbourhood 
of Naples. For a curious dissertation on this popular charactm', see the 
volume so admirably illustrated by Cruikshank, quoted on a previous page. 
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actors may "be applied to many of them during their flourishing 
period : — 

Toute sa vie il a fait rire ; 

- li a fait pleurer ^ sa mort. 

Several of these admh'able actors were literary men, who 
have written on their art, and shown that it was one. The 
Harlequin Ceechini composed the most ancient treatise on 
this subject, and was ennobled by the Emperor Matthias ; and 
Nicholas Barbieri, for his excellent acting called the Beltrame, 
a Milanese simpleton, in his treatise on comedy, tell us that 
he was honoured by the conversation of Louis XIII. and 
rewarded with fortune. 

What was the nature of that perfection to which the 
Italian pantomime reached ; and that prodigality of genius 
which excited such enthusiasm, not only among the populace, 
but the studious, and the noble, and the men of genius ? 

The Italian Pantomime had two peculiar features ; a species 
of buffoonery technically termed Lazzi, and one of a more 
extraordinary nature, the extempore dialogue of its comedy. 

These were certain pleasantries of gesticulation, quite 
national, yet so closely allied to our notions of buffoonery, 
that a northern critic would not readily detect the separating 
shade ; yet Biccoboni assents that they formed a critical, and 
not a trivial art. That these arts of gesticulation had some- 
thing in them peculiar to Italian humour, wq infer from 
Gherardi, who could not explain the term hut by describing 
it as “ Tin Tour; jett Italien !” It was so peculiar to them, 
that he could only call it by their own name. It is difficult 
to describe that of which the whole magic consists in being 
seen ; and what is more evanescent than the humour which 
•consists in gestures ? 

“ Lazzi^' says Kiccoboni, “ is a term coiTupted from the 
old Tuscan Lacci, which signifies a knot, or something which 
connects. These pleasantries called Lazzi are certain actions 
by which the performer breaks into the scene, to paint to the 
eye his emotions of panic or jocularity ; but as such gestures 
are foreign to the business going on, the nicety of the art 
consists in not interrapting the scene, and connecting the 
Lazzi with it ; , thus to tie the whole together.” Lazzi^ then, 
seems a kind of mimicry and gesture, corresponding with the 
passing scene j and we may ti’anslate the term by one in our 
green-room dialect, side^plag, Biccohoni has ventured to 
describe some Lazzi. When Harlequin and Scapin represent 
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two famished servants of a poor young mistress, among the 
arts by which they express the state of starvation, Harlequin 
having murmured, Scapin exhorts him to groan, a music 
which brings out their young mistress. Scapin explains 
Harlequin’s impatience, and begins a proposal to her which 
might extricate them all from their misery. While Scapin is 
talking. Harlequin performs his — imagining he holds a 

hatful of cherries, he seems eating them, and gaily flinging 
the stones at Scapin; or with a rueful countenance he is 
trying to catch a fly, and with his hand, in comical despair, 
would chop off the wings before he swallows the chameleon 
game. These, with similar Lazzi, harmonise with the remon- 
strance of Scapin, and re-animate it ; and thus these “ Lazzi^ 
although they seem to interrupt the progress of the action, 
yet in cutting it they slide back into it, and connect or tie 
the whole.” These Lazzi are in great danger of degenerating 
into puerile mimicry or gross buffoonery, unless fancifully 
conceived and vividly gesticulated. But the Italians seem to 
possess the arts of gesture before that of speech ; and this 
national characteristic is also Eoman. Such, indeed, was the 
powerful expression of their mimetic art, that when the select 
troop under Eiecohoni, on their first introduction into France 
only spoke in Italian, the audience, who did not understand 
the words, were made completely masters of the action by 
their pure and energetic imitations of nature. The Italian 
theatre has, indeed, recorded some miracles of this sort. A 
celebrated Scaramouch, without uttering a syllable, kept the 
audience for a considerable time in a state of suspense by a 
scene of successive terrors ; and exhibited a living picture of 
a panic-stricken man. G-herardi in his Theatre Italien,” 
conveys some idea of the scene. Scaramouch, a character 
usually represented in a fright, is waiting for his master 
Harlequin in his apartment ; having put everything in order, 
according to his confused notions, he takes the guitar, seats 
himself in an arm-chair, and plays. Pasquariel comes gently 
behind him, and taps time on his shoulders — this throws 
Scaramouch into a panic, It was then that incomparable 
model of our most eminent actors,” says Gherardi, displayed 
the miracles of his art ; that art which paints the passions in 
the face, throws them into every gesture, and through a 
whole 'Scene of frights upon frights, conveys the most pow^erfui 
expression of ludicrous teiTor. This man moved all hearts 
by the simplicity of nature, more than skilful orators can 
VOL. II. K 
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with all the charms of persuasive rhetoric.’’ On this memo- 
rable scene a great prince observed that Bcaramxiccia non 
farla^ e dica gran cosa “ He speaks not, but he says many 
great things.” 

In gesticulation and humour our Eicli^ appears to have 
been a complete Mime : his genius was entirely confined to 
Pantomime ; and he had the glory of introducing Harlequin 
on the English stage, which he played under the feigned 
name of Lun^. He could describe to the audience by his 
signs and gestures as intelligibly as others could express by 
words. There is a large caricature print of the triumph 
which Eich had obtained over the severe Muses of Tragedy 
and Comedy, which lasted too long not to excite jealousy and 
opposition from the corps dramatique. 

Garrick, who once introduced a speaking Harlequin, has 
celebrated the silent but powerful language of Eich : — 

Whea Lun appear’d, with. matcMess art and whim, 

He gave the power of speech to every Hmh ; 

Tho’ mask’d and mute, conveyed his quick intent, 

And told in frolic gestures what he meant : 

But now tke motley coat and sword of wood 
Bequire a tongue to make them understood I 

The Itahan iixtempoeab Comdex is a literary curiosity 
which claims our attention. 


EXTEMPORAL COMEDIES. 

It is a curiosity in the history of natioiial genius to discover 
a people with such a native fund of comic humour, combined 
with such passionate gesticulation, that they could deeply 
interest in acting a Comedy, carried on by dialogue, intrigue, 
and character, alV improvista, or impromptu; the actors 
undergoing no reheaa’sai, and, in fact, composing wliile they 
wore acting. The plot, caUed Bcenario, consisting merely of 

* John Rich was the patentee of Covent Garden Theatre, and spent 
large sums over his favourite pantomimes. He was also the fortunate 
producer of the Beggar’s Opera,” which was facetiously said to have 
made Bach gay, and Gay ricli. He took so little interest in what is 
termed the ‘^regular drama,” that he is reported to have exclaimed, 
when peeping through the curtain at a full house to witness a tragedy — 

"What, you are there, you fools, ^'e you !” He died wealthy, ifi 1761 ; 
and there is a costly tomb to his memory in Hillingdon churchyard, 
Middlesex. 
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the scenes enumerated, with the characters indicated, was 
first written out ; it was then suspended at the back of the 
stage, and from the mere inspection, the actors came forward 
to perform, the dialogue entirely depending on their own 
genius.^ 

These pieces must have been detestable, and the actors 
mere buffoons,” exclaim the northern critics, whose imagina- 
tions have a coldness in them, Hke a frost in spring. But 
when the art of Extemporal Comedy flourished among these 
children of fancy, the universal pleasure these representations 
afforded to a whole vivacious people, and the recorded cele- 
brity of their great actors, open a new field for the speculation 
of genius. It may seem more extraordinary that some of its 
votaries have maintained that it possessed some peculiar 
advantages over written compositions. When Goldoni re- 
formed the Italian theatre by regular comedies, he found an 
invincible opposition from the enthusiasts of their old Comedy: 
for two centmies it had been the amusement of Italy, and 
was a species, of comic entertainment which it had created. 
Inventive minds were fond of sketching out these outlines of 
pieces, and other men of genius delighted in their represen- 
tation. 

The inspiration of national genius alone could produce this 
phenomenon ; and these Extemporal Comedies were, indeed, 
indigenous to the soil. Italy, a land of Impromsato7'i, kept 
up from the time of their old masters, the Romans, the same 
fervid fancy. The ancient Atellanm Eahulce, or Atellane 
Farces, originated at Atella, a town in the neighbourhood of 
ancient Naples ; and these, too, were extemporal Interludes, 
or, as Livy terms them, Eosodia, We find in that historian 
a little interesting narrative of the theatrical history of the 
Romans; when the dramatic performances at Rome were 
becoming too sentimental and declamatory, banishing the 
playfulness and the mirth of Comedy, the Roman youth left 
these graver performances to the professed actors, and revived, 
perhaps in imitation of the licentious ^atyra of the Greeks, 
the ancient custom of versifying pleasantries, and throwing 

* Some of the ancient Semarie were printed in 1661, by Flaminius 
Bcala, one of their great actors. These, according to Eiccoboni, consist of 
nothing more than the skeletons of Comedies ; the canevas^ as the French 
technically term a plot and its scenes. He says, They are not so short 
as those we now nse to hx at the hack of the scenes, nor so full as to fur- 
nish any aid to the dialogue : they only explain what the actor did on the 
stage, and the action which forms the subject, nothing more.’’ 



182 Esctemporal Comedies. 

out jests and raillery among themselves for their own diver- 
sion.*’^' These Atellan Farces were prohahlj" not so low in 
humour as they have been represented ;t or at least the 
Eoman youth, on their revival, exercised a chaster taste, for 
they arc noticed by Cicero in a letter to his literary friend 
Papyrius Psetus. “But to turn from the serious to the 
jocose part of your letter — ^the strain of pleasantry you break 
into, immediately after having quoted the tragedy of OGno- 
maus, puts me in mind of the modern method of introducing 
at the €71(1 of these (jraver d 7 'm 7 iatic pieces the hiiffooii Inwiour 
of our low Mimes instead of the more delicate hmdesg^ue of 
the old Atellan Fai'ces'^X This very curious passage dis- 
tinctly marks out the two classes, which so many centuries 
after Cicero were revived in the Fantomhne of Italy, and in 
its Ecctemporal Comedy.^ 

The critics on our side of the Alps reproached the Italians 
for the extemporal comedies ; and Marmontel rashly declared 
that the nation did not possess a single comedy which could 
endure perusal. But he drew his notions from the low farces 
of the Italian theatre at Paris, and^ he censured what he had 
never read.|| The comedies of Bibiena, Bel Lasca, Bel Secchi, 
and others, are models of classical comedy, but not the popular 

* The passage m Livy is, ‘‘Juventus, liistrionibus faheUavum actu 
relicto, ipsa inter ae, more antique, ndicula iutexta versibus jactitare 
csepit.’* Lib, vii. cap. 2. 

t As A tellance Fahulm were never written, they have not descended 

to us in any shape. It has, indeed, been conjectured that Horace, in the 
fifth Satire of his first Book, v. 51, has preserved a scene of this nature 
between two practised buffoons in the “ Pugiiam Sarmenti Scunie,’’ who 
challenges his brother Cicerrus, equally ludicrous and scurrilous. But 
surely these were rather the low humour of the Mimes, than of the Atellan 
Farcers. 

t Melmotli’s Letters of Cicero, B. viii. letU 20 ; in Hrievius’s edition, 
Lib, ix. ep. 16. 

§ This passage also shows that our own custom of annexing a Farce, or 
petite pUce^ or Pantomime, to a tragic Drama, existed among the Komans : 
the introduction of the practice in our country seems not to be ascertained^ 
and it is conjectured not to have existed before the Kestoration. Shak- 
speare and his contemporaries probably* were spectators of only a single 
drama. 

\\ Storia Critica del Teatri de Signorelli, tom. iii. 258. — Baretti men- 
' tions <a collection of four thousand dramas, made by Apostolo Zeno, of 
which ^e greater part were comedies. He allows that in tragedies his 
nation is inferior to the English and the French; but nation,'"' he 
adds, “ can le compared with us for pleasantry and Tumour in comedy'' 
Sbme of the greatest names in Italian literature were writers of comedy* 
Ital.LiKn9. 
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favourites of Italy. Signorelli distinguishes two species of 
Italian comedy : those which he calls comnedie anticlie ed 
enoditi, ancient and learned comedies; and those of commedie 
delV arte, or a soggetio, comedies suggested'. — The first were 
moulded on classical models, recited in their academies to a 
select audience, and performed by amateurs ; but the com- 
medie a soggetto, the extemporal comedies, were invented by 
professional actors of genius. More delightful to the fancy 
of the Italians, and more congenial to their talents, in spite 
of the graver critics, who even in their amusements cannot 
cast off the manacles of precedence, the Italians resolved to 
be pleased for themselves, with their own natural vein ; and 
preferred a freedom of original humour and invention incom- 
patible with regular productions, but which inspired admi- 
rable actors, and secured full audiences. 

Men of great genius had a passion for performing in these 
extemporal come^es. Salvator Eosa was famous for his cha- 
racter of a Calabrian clown ; whose original he had probably 
often studied amidst that mountainous scenery in which his 
pencil delighted. Of their manner of acting I find an inte- 
resting anecdote in Passeri’s life of this great painter; he 
shall tell his own story. 

One summer Salvator Eosa joined a company of young 
persons who were curiously addicted to the making of com- 
medie alV improviso. In the midst of a vineyard they raised 
a rustic stage, under the direction of one Mussi, who enjoyed 
some literary reputation, particularly for his sermons preached 
in Lent. 

Their second comedy was numerously attended, and I 
went among the rest ; I sat on the same bench, by good for- 
tune, with the Cavalier Bernini, Eomanelli, and Guido, all 
well-known persons. Salvator Eosa, who had already made 
himself a favourite with the Eoman people, under the cha- 
racter of Formica,^ opened with a prologue, in company with 
other actors. He proposed, for relieving themselves of the 
extreme heats and ennui, that they should make a comedy, 
and all agreed. Formica then spoke these exact words : 

. Won boglio gia, die facimmo commedie come cierti, die 
tagliano li panni aduosso a diisto, o a diillo ; perche co lo 
tiempo se fa vedere diiu veloce lo taglio de no rasuolo, die la 
penna de no poefa ; e ne manco boglio, die facimmo venire 

* Altieri explains Formica as a crabbed fellow wbo acts the butt in a 
farce. 
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nella scena porta^ citazioni, acquamiari^ e crapart, e ste scliU 
fenze die tengo s])ropositi da asenoP 

One part of tliis hnmonr lies in the dialect, which is Vene- 
tian ; hut there was a concealed stroke of satire, a snake in 
the grass. The sense of the passage is, I will not, however, ■ 
that we should make a comedy like certain persons wht) cut 
clothes, and put them on this man’s back, and on that man’s 
hack,; for at last the time comes which shows how much 
faster u’ent the cut of the shears than the pen of the poet ; 
nor will we have entering on the scene, couriers, hrandy- 
sellers, and goatWds, and there stare shy and blockish, 
which I think worthy the senseless invention of an ass.” 

Passeri now proceeds : “ At this time Bernini had made a 
comedy in the Carnival, very pungent and biting ; and that 
summer he had one of Castelli’s performed in the suburbs, 
where, to represent the dawn of da}’-, appeared on the stage 
water-carriers, couriers, and goat-herds, going abou-t — all 
which is contrary to rule, which allows of no character who 
is not concerned in the dialogue to mix with the groups. At 
these words of the Pormica, I, who well knew his meaning, 
instantly glanced my eye at Bernini, to observe his move- 
ments ; but he, with an artificial carelessness, showed that 
'this * cut of the shears’ did not touch him ; and ho made no 
apparent show of being hurt. But Castelli, who was also 
near, tossing his head and smiling in bitterness, showed 
clearly that he was hit.” 

This Italian story, told with all the poignant relish of 
these vivacious natives, to whom such a stinging incident 
was an important event, also shows the personal freedoms 
taken on these occasions by a man of genius, entirely in the 
spirit of the ancient Eoman Atellana, or the Grecian Satyra. 

Eiccoboni has discussed the curious subject of Extemporal . 
Comedy with equal modesty and feeling ; and Gherardi, with 
more exultation and egotism. “ This kind of spectacle” says 
Eiccoboni, ‘‘ is peculiar to Italy ; one cannot deny that it has 
graces perfectly its own, and which written Comedy can 
never exhibit. This impromptu mode of acting furnishes 
, opportunities for a perpetual change in the performance* so 
that the same scenario repeated stiU appears a new one : thus 
" one Comedy may become twenty Comedies. An actor of 
this description, always supposing* an actor of genius, is more 
vividly affected than one who has coldly got his part by 
rote.” But Eiccoboni could not deny that there were in- 
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conveniences in tliis singular art. One difficulty not easily 
surmounted was the preventing of all the actors speaking 
together; each one eager to reply before the other had 
finished. It was a nice point to know when to yield up the 
scene enthely to a predominant character, when agitated by 
violent passion ; nor did it require a less exercised tact to feel 
when to stop ; the vanity of an actor often spoiled a fine 
scene. 

It evidently required that some of the actors at least 
should be blessed with genius, and what is scarcely less dif- 
ficult to find, with a certain equality of talents ; for the per- 
formance of the happiest actor of this school greatly depends 
on the excitement he receives from his companion ; an actor 
beneath mediocrity would ruin a piece. “ But figure, me- 
mory, voice, and even sensibility, are not sufficient for the 
actor alV improvista ; he must be in the habit of cultivating 
the imagination, pouring' forth the flow of expression, and 
prompt in those flashes which instantaneously vibrate in the 
plaudits of an audience.” And this accomplished extemporal 
actor feelingly laments that those destined to his profession, 
who require the most careful education, are likely to have 
received the most neglected one. Lucian, in his curious 
treatise on Tragic Pantomime, asserts that the great actor 
should also be a man of letters, and such were &arrick and 
Kemble. 

The lively Gherardi throws out some curious information 
respecting this singular art : Any one may learn a part by 
rote, and do something bad, or indifferent, on another 
theatre. With us the aflair is quite otherwise ; and when an 
Italian actor dies, it is with infinite difficulty we can supply 
his place. An Italian actor learns nothing by head ; he looli 
on the subject for a moment before he comes forward on the 
stage, and entirely depends on his imagination for the rest. 
The actor who is accustomed merely to recite what lie has 
been taught is so completely occupied by his memory, that he 
appears to stand, as it were, unconnected either with the 
audience or liis companion ; he is so impatient to deliver 
himself of the burthen he is carrying, that he trembles like 
a school-boy, or is as senseless as an Echo, and could never 
speak if others had not spoken before. Such a tutored actor 
among us would be like a paralytic arm to a body ; an un- 
serviceable member, only fatiguing tbe healthy action of the 
sound parts. Our performers, who became illustrious by 
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tlieir art, charmed the spectators by the beauty of their 
voice, their spontaneous gestures, the flexibility of their pas- 
sions, while a certain natural air never failed them in their 
motions and their dialogue.’* 

Here, then, is a species of the histrionic art unknown to 
us, and running counter to that critical canon which our 
great poet, but not powerful actor, has delivered to the actors 
themselves, “to speak no more than is set down for them.” 
The present art consisted in happily performing the reverse. 

Much of the merit of these actors unquestionably must be 
attributed to the felicity of the national genius. Hut there 
were probably some secret aids in this singular art of Ex- 
temporal Comedy which the pride of the artist has con- 
cealed. Some traits in the character, and some wit in the 
dialogue, might descend traditionally; and the most expe- 
rienced actor on that stage would make use of his n^emory 
more than he was willing to confess. Groldoni records an 
unlucky adventure of his “Harlequin Lost and Found,” 
which outline he had sketched for the Italian company ; it 
was well received at Paris, but utterly .failed at Fontaine- 
bleau, for some of the adtors had thought proper to incorpo- 
rate too many jokes of the “ Cocu Imaginaire,” which dis- 
pleased the court, and ruined the piece. When a new piece 
was to be performed, the chief actor summoned the troop in 
the morning, read the plot, and explained the story, to con- 
trive scenes. It was like playing the whole performance 
before the actors. These hints of scenes were all the re- 
hearsal. When the actor entered on the scene he did not 
know what was to come, nor had he any prompter to help 
him on; much, too, depended on the talents of his com- 
panions ; yet sometimes a scene might be preconcerted. In- 
vention, humour, bold conception of character, and rapid 
strokes of genius, they habitually exercised — and the panto- 
mimic arts of gesture, the passionate or humorous expression 
of their feelings, would assist an actor when his genius for a 
moment had deserted him. Such excellence was not long 
hereditary, and in the decline of this singular art its defects 
became more apparent. The race had degenerated ; the in- 
e^erienced actor became loquacious ; long monologues were 
contnved by a barren genius to hide his incapacity for spirited 
dialogue ; and a wearisome -repetition of trivial jests, coarse 
humour, and vulgar buffoonery, damned the Commedia a sog- 
getfo, and sunk it to a Bartholomew-fair play. Hut the 
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miracle which genius produced it may repeat, whenever the 
same happy combination of circumstances and persons shall 
occur together. 

I shall give one anecdote to record the possible excellence 
of the art. Louis Eiccoboni, known in the annals of this 
theatre by the adopted name of Lelio, his favourite amoroso 
character, was not only an accomplished actor, but a literary 
man ; and with liis wife Flaminia, afterwards the celebrated 
novelist, displayed a rare union of talents and of minds. It 
was suspected that they did not act alV improvista, from the 
facility and the elegance of their dialogue ; and a clamour 
was now raised in the literary circles, who had long been 
Jealous of the fascination which attracted the public to the 
Italian theatre. It was said that the Eiccoboni s were im- 
posing on the public credulity ; and that their pretended Ex- 
temporal Comedies were preconcerted scenes. To terminate 
this civil war between the rival theatres. La Motte offered to 
sketch "a plot in five acts, and the Italians were challenged to 
perform it. This defiance was instantly acce 2 :>ted. On the 
morning of the representation Lelio detailed the story to his 
troop, hung up the Scenario in its usual place, and the whole 
company was ready at the drawing of the curtain. The plot 
given in by La Motte was performed to admiration ; and ^1 
Paris witnessed the triumph. La Motte afterwards com- 
posed this very comedy for the French theatre, L’ Amante 
difficile^ yet still the extemporal one at the Italian theatre 
remained a more permanent favourite ; and the public were 
delighted by seeing the same piece perpetually offering 
novelties and changing its character at the fancy of the 
actors. This fact conveys an idea of dramatic execution 
which does not enter into our experience. Eiccoboni carried 
the Gommedie delV Arte to a new perfection, by the intro- 
duction of an elegant fable and serious, characters ; and he 
raised the dignity of the Italian stage, when he inscribed on 
its curtain, 

‘^CASTIGAT EIDEFDO MOEES,” 


MASSINGER, MILTON, AND THE ITALIAN THEATRE. 

The pantomimic characters and the extemporal comedy of 
Italy may have had some infiuence even on pur own dramatic 
poets ; this source has indeed escaped all notice ; yet I incline 
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to think it explains a difficult point in Massinger, wliicli has 
haffied even the keen spirit of Mr. Gifford. 

A passage in Massinger hears a striking resemblance with 
one ill Moliere’s “Malade Imaginaire.” It is in ''The 
Emperor of the East,” vol. iii. 317. The Quack or " Empi- 
ric’s ” humorous notion is so closely that of MoliLU^e’s, that 
Mr- Gifford, agreeing with Mr. Gilchrist, " finds it difficult to 
believe the coincidence accidental but the greater difficulty 
is, to conceive that "Massinger ever fell into Moliere’s 
hands.” At that period, in the infancy of our literature, our 
native authors and our own language were as insulated as 
their country- It is more than probable that Massinger and 
Molierehad drawn from the same source — the Italian Comedy. 
Massinger’s “ Empiric,” as well as the acknowledged copy of 
Moli^re’s "MMecin,” came from the "Dottore” of the 
Italian Comedy. The humour of these old Italian panto- 
mimes was often as traditionally preserved as proverbs. 
Massinger was a student of Italian authoi's ; and some of the 
lucky hits of their theatre, which then consisted of nothing" 
else but these burlesque comedies, might have cmcuitously 
reached the English bard ; and six-and-tbirty years after- 
wards, tbe same traditiond jeats might have been gleaned 
by the Gallic one from the " Dottore,” who was still repeat- 
ing what he knew was sure of ^deasing. Our theatres of the 
Ehzahethan period seem to have had here the extemporal, 
comedy after the manner of the Italians ; we surely possess 
one of these Scemrios, in the remarkable " Platts,” which 
were accidentally discovered at Diffwich College, hearing every 
feature of an Italian Scenario. Steevens calls them " a mys- 
terioiis fragment of ancient stage dheetion,” and adds, that 
^'the paper describes a species of dramatic entertainment of 
which no memorial is preserved in any annals of the English 
stage-”"*’ The commentators on Shakspeare appear not to have 
known the nature of these Scenarios. The “ Platt,” as it is 
called, is fairly written in a large hand, containing directions 
appointed to he stuck up near the prompter’s station ; and it 
has even- an oblong hole in its centre to admit of being 
suspended on a wooden peg. Particular scenes are barely 
ordered, and the names, or rather nicknames, of several of 
the players, appear in the most familiar manner, as they wore 
known to their companions in the rude green-room of that 

^ I refer tte reader to Steeveas’s edition, 1T9S, vol. ii. p. 495, for £u 
of these literary curiosities* 
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day : sucli as Pigg, White and Elack Dick and Sam, Little 
Will Barne, Jack Gregory, and the Eed-faced fellow.” 
Some of these ‘^Platts” are on solemn subjects, like the 
tragic pantomime ; and in some appear Pantaloon, and his 
man Peascod, with spectacles T Steevens obsei*ves, that he 

met with no earlier example of the appearance of Pantaloon, 
as a specific character on our stage ; and that this direction 
concerning “the spectacles” cannot fail to remind the 
reader of a celebrated passage in As You Lilce It : 

The lean and slippeit^d Pantaloon, 

With spectacles on nose . 

Perhaps, he adds, Shakspeare alludes to this personage, as 
habited in his own time. The old age of Pantaloon is marked 
by his leanness, and his spectacles and his slippers. He always 
runs after Harlequin, but cannot catch him ; as he runs in 
slippers and without spectacles, is liable to pass him by with- 
out seeing him. Can we doubt that this Pantaloon had come 
from the Italian theatre, after what we have already said ? 
Does not this confiim the conjecture, that there existed an 
intercourse between the Italian theatre and our own ? Far- 
ther, Tarleton the comedian, and others, celebrated for their 
“ cxtemporal wit,” was the writer or inventor of one of 
these “ Platts.” Stowe records of one of our actors that 
“ he had®a quick, delicate, refined, extemporal wit.” And of 
another, that “he had a wondrous, plentiful, pleasant, extern- 
poral wit.” These actors, then, who were in the habit of 
exercising their impromptus, resembled those who performed 
in the unwritten comedies of the Italians. Gabriel Harvey, 
the Aristarchus of the day, compliments Tarleton for having 
brought forward a nexc species of dramatic exhibition. If 

The conimencement of the “Platt” of the “Seven Deadly Sinnes,” 
"believed to be a production of the famous Dick Tarleton, will sufficiently 
enlighten the reader as to the character of the whole. The original is 
preserved at Dulwich, and is written in two columns, on a pasteboard 
about fifteen inches high, and nine in breadth. We have modernised the 
spelling : — 

‘ ‘ A tent being placed on the stage for Henry the Sixth ; he in it asleep. 
To him the lieutenant, and a pursuivant (R. Cowley, Jo. Duke), and one 
warder (R. Pallant). To them Pride, Gluttony, Wrath, and Covetousness 
at one door ; at another door Envy, Sloth, and Lechery. The thi'ee put 
back the four, and so exeunt. 

“ Henry awaking, enter a keeper (J. Sincler), to him a servant (T, 
Belt), to him Lidgate and the keeper. Exit, then enter again — ^thea 
Envy passeth over the stage. Lidgate speakes.” 
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this compliment paid to Tarleton merely alludes to his 
dexterity at extemporaneous %oit in the character of the 
eloion, as my friend Mr. Douce thinks, this would he suffi- 
cient to show that he was attempting to introduce on our 
stage the extemporal comedy of the Italians, which Gabriel 
Harvey distinguishes as “a new species.” As for these 

Platts,” which T shall now venture to call “ Scenarios,” 
they surprise by their bareness, ‘ conveying no notion of the 
piece itself, though quite sufficient for the actors. They con- 
sist of mere exits and entrances of the actors, and often the 
real names of the actors are familiarly mixed with those of 
the dramatis per soncB. Steevens has justly observed, how- 
ever, on these skeletons, that althougli the drift of these 
dramatic pieces cannot be collected from the mere outlines 
before us, yet we must not charge them with absurdity. 
Even the scenes of Shakspeare would have worn as unpromis- 
ing an aspect, had their skeletons only been discovered.” 
The printed scenarios of the Italian theatre were not more 
intelligible ; exhibiting only the hints for scenes. 

Thus, I think, we have sufficient evidence of an intercourse 
subsisting between the English and Italian theatres, not 
hitherto suspected ; and I find an allusion to these Italian 
pantomimes, by the great town- wit Tom Nash, in his ‘‘ Pierce 
Pennilesse,” which shows that he was well acquainted with 
their nature. He indeed exults over them, observing that 
our plays are “ honourable and full of gallant resolution, not 
consisting, like theirs, of pantaloon, a zany, and a w* — e, 
{alluding to the women actors of the Ifcalian stage but of 
emperors, kings, and princes.” My conviction is still con- 
firmed, when I find that Stephen Gosson wrote the comedy 
of Captain Mario;” it has not been printed, but ‘‘ Captain 
Mario ” is one of the Italian characters, f 

Even at a later period, the influence of these performances 
reached the greatest name in the English Parnassus, One of 

* Women were first introduced on the Italian stage about 1560 — it was 
therefore an extraordinary novelty in Nash’s time. 

t That this kind of drama was perfectly familiar to the play-goers of the 
era of Elizabeth, is clear from a passage in Meres’ “Palladis Tamica,” 
1598 ; who speaks of Tarleton’s extemporal power, adding a compliment to 
^ witty Wilson, who, for learning and extemporal wit, in this faculty 

is without compare or compeer ; as to his great and eternal commenda- 
tions, he manifested in his challenge at the Swan, on Bank-side.” The 
Swan was one of the theatres so popular in the era of Elizabeth and 
James I., dthatgd on the Bankside, Southwark. 
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the great actors and authors of these pieces, who published 
eighteen of these regular productions, was Andreini, whose 
name must have the honour of being associated with Mil- 
ton’s, for it was his comedy or opera which threw the first 
spark of the Paradise Lost into the soul of the epic poet — a 
circumstance which will hardly bo questioned by those who 
have examined the different schemes and allegorical person- 
ages of the first projected drama of Paradise Lost : nor was 
Andreini, as well as many others of this i*ace of Italian drama- 
tists, inferior poets. The Adamo of Andreini was a personage 
sufficiently original and poetical to serve as the model of the 
Adam of Milton. The youthful English poet, at its repre- 
sentation, carried it away in his mind. Wit indeed is a great 
traveller; and thus also the ‘^Empiric” of Massinger might 
have reached us from the Bolognese “ Dottore.” 

The late Mr. Hole, the ingenious writer on the Arabian 
Hights, observed to me that MoMre, it must be presumed, 
never read Fletcher^ s plays, yet his “Bourgeois Grentil- 
homme” and the other’s “Noble Grentleman” bear in some 
instances a great resemblance. Both may have drawn from the 
same Italian source of comedy which I have here indicated. 

Many years after this article was written, has appeared 
“ The History of English Dramatic Poetry,” by Mr. Collier. 
That very laborious investigator has an article on “ Extem- 
poral Plays and Plots,” iii. 393. The nature of these 
or “plots” he observes, “ our theatrical antiquaries have not 
explained.” The truth is that they never suspected their 
prigin in the Italian “ scenarios.” My conjectures are amply 
confirmed by. Mr. Collier’s notices of the intercourse of our 
players with the Italian actors. Whetstone’s Heptameron, 
in 1582, mentions “ the comedians of Eavenna, who are not 
tied to any written device."^' In Kyd’s Spanish Tragedy the 
extempord art is described ; — ■ 

Tbe Italian tragedians were so sharp of wit, 

That in one hour of meditation 
They would perform anything in action. 

These extemporal players were witnessed much nearer than 
in Italy — at the Theatre des Italiens at Paris — for one of the 
characters replies — 

I have seen the like, 

In Paris, among the French tragedians. 

Ben Jonson has mentioned the Italian “ extemporal plays” 
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in his Case is Altered;” and an Italian commeHianie and 
Ms company were in London in 1578, who probably let our 
players into many a secret. 


SONG'S OF TRADES, OR SONGS FOR THE PEOPLE. 

Men of genius have devoted some of their hours, and even 
governments have occasionally assisted, to render the people 
happier by song and dance. The Grecians had songs appro- 
priated to the various trades. Songs of this nature would 
shorten the manufacturer’s tedious task-work, and solace the 
artisan at his solitary occupation. A beam of gay fancy 
kindling his mind, a playful change of measures delighting 
his ear, even a moralising verse to cherish his better feelings 
— ^these ingeniously adapted to each profession, and some to 
the display of patriotic characters, and national events, 
would contribute something to public happiness. Such 
themes are worthy of a patriotic bard, of the Southeys fox* 
their heai’ts, and the Moores for their verse. 

Fletcher of Saltoun said,' a man were permitted to 
make all the ballads, he need not care who should make all 
the laws of a nation.” The character of a people is preserved 
in their national soiigs. “God save the King” and “Rule 
Britannia” were long our English national airs. 

“The story of Amphion building Thebes with his lyre 
•was not a fable,” says Dr. Clarke. “ At Thebes, in the har- 
monious adjustment of those masses which remain belonging 
to the ancient walls, we saw enough to convince us that this 
story was no fable ; for it was a very ancient custom to 
carry on immense labour hj an accompaniment of music and 
singing. The* custom still exists both in Egypt and Greece. 
It might, therefore, he said that the Walls of Tliehcs were 
built at the sound of* the only musical instrument then in 
use ; because, according to the custom of the country, the lyre 
was necessary for the accomplishment of the work.”*'^ The 
same custom appears to exist in Africa. Lander notices at 
Yaoorie that the “labourers in their plantations were attended 
by a drummer, that they might be excited by the sound of 
his instrument to work well and briskly.” f 

' , * Dr. Clarke’s Travels, vol. iv. p. 56. 

+ la the poem on the entrenchment of New Ross, in Ireland, in 1265 
(Earl. MS., No. 913), is a similar account of the minstrelsy which aceom- 
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Atheiiseus^ has preserved the Greek names of different 
songs as sung by various trades, but unfortunately none of 
the songs themselves. There was a song for the corn- 
grinders ; another for the workers in wool ; another for the 
weavers. The reapers had their carol ; the herdsmen had a 
song which an ox-driver of Sicily had composed ; the kneaders, 
and the bathers, and the galley-rowers, were not without 
their chant. We have ourselves a song of the weavers, 
which Eitson has preserved in his “Ancient Songs;” and 
it may be found in the popular chap-book of “ The Life of 
Jack of Newbury and the songs of anglers, of old Izaak 
Walton, and Charles Cotton, still retain their freshness. 

Among the Greeks, observed Bishop Hebef, the hymn 
which placed Harmodius in the green and floweiy island of 
the Blessed, was chanted by the potter to his wheel, and 
enlivened the labours of the PiraBan mariner. 

Br. Johnson is the only writer I recollect who has noticed 
something of this nature which he observed in the Plighlands, 
“ The strokes of the sickle were timed by the modulation of 
the hmvest song, in which all their voices were united. They 
accompany every action which can be done in equal time with 
an appropriate strain, which has, they say, not much mean- 
ing, but its effects are regularity and cheerfulness. There is 
an oar song used by the Hebrideans.” 

But if these chants “have not much meaning,” they will 
not produce the desired effect of touching the heart, as well 
as giving vigour to the arm of the laboui*er. The gondoliers 
of Venice while away their long midnight hours on the water 
with the stanzas of Tasso. Fragments of Homer are sung by 
the Greek sailors of the Archipelago ; the severe labour of 
the trackers, in China, is accompanied with a song which 

paaied the workers. The original is in Norman French ; the translation 
we use is that by the late Miss London (L. E. L.) : — 

** Monday they began their liibonrs, 

Gay with banners, flutes, and labours ; 

Soon as the noon hour was come, 

These good people hastened home, * 

With theii’ banners proudly borne. 

Then the youth advanced in turn, 

And the town, they make it ring, 

With their merry carolling ; 

Singing loud, and full of mirth, 

Away they go to shovel earth.” 

* Leip, lib, xiv. cap, iii. 
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encourages their exertions, and renders these simultaneous. 
Mr. Ellis mentions that the sight of the lofty pagoda of 
Tong-chow served as a great topic of incitement in the song 
of the trackers, toiling against the stream, to their place of 
rest. The canoemen, on the Gold Coast, in a very dangerous 
passage, “ on the back of a high curling wave, paddling with 
all their might, singing or rather shouting their wild song, 
follow it up,” says McLeod, who was a lively witness of this 
happy combination of song, of labour, and of peril, which he 
acknowledged was ‘‘ a very terrific process.” Our sailors at 
Newcastle, in heaving their anchors, have their Heave and 
ho ! rum-below !” but the Sicilian mariners must be more 
deeply affected by their beautiful hymn to the Virgin. A 
society, instituted in Holland for general good, do not con- 
sider among their least useful projects that of having printed 
at a low price a collection of songs for sailors. 

It is extremely pleasing, as it is true, to notice the honest 
exultation of an excellent ballad- writer, C. Dibdin, in his 
Professional Life. I have learnt my songs have been con- 
sidered as an object of national consequence ; that they have 
been the solace of sailors and long voyagers, in storms, in 
battle ; and that they have been quoted in mutinies, to the 
restoration of order and discipline.”^ The Portuguese sol- 
diery in Ceylon, at the siege of Colombo, when pressed with 
misery and the pangi of hunger, during their marches, derived 
not only consolation, but also encouragement, by rehearsing 
the stanzas of the Lusiad. 

We ourselves have been a great ballad nation, and once 
abounded with songs of the people ; not, however, of this 
particular species, but rather of narrative poems. They are 
described by Puttenham, a critic in the reign of Elizabeth, 
as ‘‘small and popular songs sung by those Cantabangid^ 
upon benches and barrels’ heads, where they have no other 
audience than boys, or country fellows that pass by them in 
the streets ; or else by blind harpers, or such like tavern min- 
strels, that give a fit of mirth for a groat.” Such were these 
“Eeliques of Ancient English Poetry,” which Selden col- 
lected, Pepys preserved, and Percy published. Eitson, our 
great poetical antiquary in these sort of things, says that few 

* The Lords of the Admiralty a few years ago issued a revised edition 
of these songs, for the use of our navy. They embody so completely the 
, idea “ of a true British sailor,*’ that they have developed and upheld the 
character. 
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are older than the reign of James I. The more ancient 
songs of the people perished by having been printed in single 
sheets, and by their humble pui'chasers having no other 
library to preserve them than the walls on which the,y pasted 
them. Those we have consist of a succeeding race of ballads, 
chiefly revived or written by Bichard Johnson, the author of 
the well-known romance of the Seven Champions, and Delony, 
the writer of Jack of !N”ewbur 3 ?'’s Life, and the “Gentle 
Craft,” who lived in the time of James and Charles.* One 
Martin Parker was a most notorious ballad scribbler in the 
reign of Charles I. and the Protector. 

These writers, in their old age, collected their songs into 
little penny books, called “ Garlands,” some of which have 
been republished by Bitson; and a recent editor has well 
described them as “ humble and amusing village strains, 
founded upon the squabbles of a wake, tales of untrue love, 
superstitious rumours, or miraculous traditions of the hamlet.” 
They enter into the picture of our manners, as much as folio 
chronicles. 

These songs abounded in the good old times of Elizabeth 
and James ; for Hall in his Satires notices them as 

Sung to the wheel, and sung unto the payle ; 

that is, sung by maidens spinning, or milking ; and indeed 
Shakspeare had described them as “ old and plain,” chanted by 

The spinsters, and the knitters in the sun, 

And the free maids that weave their threads with bones. 

Twelfth Night. 

They were the favourites of the Poet of Nature, who takes 

* In Durfey's whimsical collection of songs, “Wit and Mirth,*’ 1682, 
are several tr^e songs. One on the blacksmiths begins : — 

“ Of all the trades that ever- 1 see, 

There’s none to a blacksmith compared may be. 

With so many several tools works he ; 

Which nobody can deny 1” 

The London companies also chanted forth their own praises. Thus the 
Mercers’ Company, in 1701, sang in their Lord Mayor’s Show, alludingto 
their arms, * ‘ a demi-Virgin, crowned” : — 

“ Advance the Virgin — lead the van — 

Of all that are in London free. 

The mercer is the foremost man 
That founded a society ; 

Of all the trades that London grace, 

We are the first in time and place,” 


VOL. xr. 


L 
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every opportunity to introduce tlieni into the mouths of his 
clown, his fool, and his itinerant Autolycus. When the 
musical Dr. Bmmey, who had probably not the slightest con- 
ception of their nature, and perhaps as little taste for theii* 
rude and wild simplicity, ventured to call the songs of 
Autolycus, “ two nonsensical songs,’’ the musician called down 
on himself one of the bitterest notes from Steevens that ever 
commentator penned against a profane seolTcr.'''' 

Whatever these songs were, it is evident they formed a 
source of recreation to the solitary task-worker. But as the 
more masculine trades had their own songs, whose titles only 
appear to have reached ns, such as “ The Carman’s Whistle,” 
“ Watkin’s Ale,” “ Chopping Knives,” they were probably 
appropriated to the respective trades they indicate. The tune 
of the “ Carman’s Wliistle ” was composed by Bird, and the 
favourite tune of “ Queen Elizabeth ” may be found in the 
collection called Queen Elizabeth’s Virginal Book” One 
who has lately heard it played says, “ that it has more air 
than the other execrable compositions in her Majesty’s book, 
something resembling a French quadrille.” 

The feeling our present researches would excite would 
natui’ally he most strongly felt in small communities, where 
the interest of the governors is to contiibute to the indi- 
vidual happiness of the laborious classes. The Helvetic 
society requested Lavater to compose the SeJmeitiserUeder, 
or Swiss Songs, which are now sung by the youth of many of 
the cantons ; and various Swiss poets have successfully com- 
posed on national subjects, associ^ited with their best feelings. 
In such paternal governments as was that of Florence under 
the Medici, we find that songs and dances for the people en* 
gaged the muse of Lorenzo, who condescended to delight them 
with pleasant songs composed in popular language ; the ex- 
ample of such a character was followed h}^ the men of genius 
of the age. These ancient songs, often adapted to the dif- 
ferent trades, opened a vein of invention in the new characters, 
and allusions, the humorous equivoques, and, sometimes, by 
the licentiousness of popular fancy. They were collected in 

* Dr. Burney subsequently observed, that ‘Hbis rogue Autolycus is the 
true ancient Minstrel in tbe old Fabliaux on wbich. Steevens remarks, 
“Many will push the comparison a little further, and concur with me in 
thinking that our modem mimtrels of the opeiti, like their predecessor 
Autolycus, are picJcjpochets as well as singera of nonsensical ballads.”— 
Bteevem^s Shdk^eare, vol. vii. p. 107, his own edition, 1703. 
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1559, under the title of Ganti Carnascialeschi,” and there 
is a modern edition, in 1750, in two volumes quarto. It 
is said they sing to this day a x^opular one by Lorenzo, 
beginning 

Ben venga Maggio 
E ’1 gonfalon selvaggio,’”' 

which has all the florid brilliancy of an Italian spring. 

The most delightful songs of this nature would naturally 
be fomid among a people whose climate and whose labours 
alike inspire a general hilarity ; and the vineyards of Franco 
have produced a class of songs, of excessive gaiety and free- 
dom, called QJiansons de Vendange, Le G-rand-d’Assouc}' 
describes them in his Sistoire de la Vie priv^e des Fnmqais. 
“ The men and women, each with a basket on theii* arm, as- 
semble at the foot of the hill ; there stopping, they arrange 
themselves in a circle. The chief of this band tunes up a 
joyous song, whose burthen is chorused : then they ascend, 
and, dispersed in the vineyard, they work without inter- 
rupting their tasks, while new couplets often resound frorn 
some of the vine-dressers; sometimes intermixed with a 
sudden jest at a traveller. In the evening, their supper 
scarcely over, their joy recommences, they dance in a circle, 
and sing some of those songs of free gaiety, which the 
moment excuses, known by the name of mneyard songs. The 
gaiety becomes general ; masters, guests, friends, servants, all 
dance together ; and in this manner a day of labour termi- 
nates, which one nought mistake for a day of diversion. It is 
what I have witnessed in Champagne, in a land of vines, far 
different from the country where the labom’s of the harvest 
form so painfnl a contrast.” 

The extinction of those songs which formerly kept alive the 
gaiety of the domestic circle, whose burthens were always 
chorused, is lamented by the French antiquary. “ Our fathers 
had a custom to amuse themselves at the dessert of a feast by 
a joyous song of this nature. Each in his turn sung — all 
chorused.” This ancient gaiety was sometimes gross and 
noisy ; hut he prefers it to the tame decency of oui’ times — 
these smiling, not laughing days of Lord Chesterfield. 

On ne rit plus, on sourit aujourd’hui ; 

Et nos plaisirs sont voisins de 1’ ennui. 


* Mr. Boscoe lias printed this very delightful song in the Life ol Lorenzo, 
No. xli. App. 
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These are the old French Vatidemlles formerly s\xug at meals 
by the company. Count de Grammont is mentioned by 
Hamilton as being 

Agr6able et 7if en propos ; 

Celebre diseur de bon mots, 

Recueil mvant cV antiques VmidcviUes, 

These Yaudemlles were originally invented b}^ a fuller of 
Yau de Vire, or the valley by the river Vire, and were sung 
by his men as they spread their cloths on the banks of the 
river. They were songs composed on some incident or adven- 
ture of the day. At first these gay playful effusions were 
called the songs of Vau de Vire^ till they became known as 
Yaudemlles. Boileau has well described them : — 

La liberte fran^oise en ses vers se deploie ; 

Cet enfant de plaisir vent naitre dans la joie. 

It is well known how the attempt ended, of J ames I. and 
Hs unfortunate son, by the publication of their “ Book of 
Sports,” to preserve the national character from the gloom of 
fanatical puritanism; among its unhappy effects there was 
however one not a little ludicrous. The Puritans, offended 
by the gentlest forms of mirth, and every day becoming 
more sullen, were so shocked at the simple merriment of the 
people, that they contrived to parody these songs into spiritual 
ones ; and Shakspeare speaks of the Puritan of his day ‘‘ sing- 
ing psalms to hornpipes.” As Puidtans are the same in all 
times, the Methodists in our own repeated the fooleiy, and 
set their hymns to popular tunes and jigs, which one of them 
said were too good for the devil.” They have sung hymns 
to the air of " The beds of sweet roses,” <&c. Wesley once, in 
the pulpit, described himself, in his old ago, in the well known 
ode of Anacreon, by merely substituting his own nameP 
There have been Puritans among other people as well as our 
own : the same occurrence took place both in Italy and France. 
In Italy, the Carnival songs were turned into pious hymns ; 

* Tbe late Eowland Hill coBstantly sang at tbe Surrey Chapel a hyma 
to the tune of Eule Britannia,” altered to “Buie Emmanuel.” There 
was published iu Dublin, in 1833, a series of “ Hymns written to favourite 
tunes.’* They were the innocent work of one who wished to do good by a 
mode sufficiently startling to those who see impropriety in the conjunction 
"" of the sacred and the profane. Thus, one “ pious chanson” is written to 
OlfdTthackTee, or “The Harp that once through Tara’s Halle,” of Moore. 
Another, describing the death of a believer, is set to The droves of 
Blarney.” 
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the hymn Jesu fammi morire is sung to the music of Vaga 
hella e gentile — Crucijisso a capo chino to that of Una donna 
d'amorfino^ one of the most indecent pieces in the Canzoni a 
hallo ; a^d the hymn beginning 

Ecco *1 Messia 
E la Madre Maria, 

sung to the gay tune of Lorenzo de’ Medici, 

Ben venga Maggie, 

E ’1 gonfalon selvaggio. 

Athenaeus notices what we call slang or flash songs. He 
tells us that there were poets who composed songs in the dia- 
lect of the mob ; and who succeeded in this kind of poetry, 
adapted to their various characters. The French call such 
songs Chansons a la Vadi ; the style of the Poissardes is 
ludicrously applied to the gravest matters of state, and convey 
the popular feelings in the language of the populace. This 
sort of satirical song is happily defined, 

II est r esprit de ceux qui n’en ont pas. 

Athenseus has also preserved songs, sung by petitioners who 
went about on holidays to collect alms. A friend of mine, 
with taste and learning, has discovered in his researches 
“ The Crow Song ” and “ The Swallow Song,” and has trans- 
fused their spirit in a happy version. I preserve a few striking 
ideas. 

The collectors for “ The Crow” sung : 

My good worthy masters, a pittance bestow, 

Some oatmeal, or barley, or wheat for the Crow. 

A loaf, or a penny, or e’en what you will; — 

From the poor man, a grain of his salt may suffice. 

For your Crow swallows all, and is not over-nice. 

And the man who can now give his grain, and no more, 

May another day give from a plentiful store.- — 

Come, my lad, to the door, Plutus nods to our wish, 

And our sweet little mistress comes out with a dish ; 

She gives us her figs, and she gives us a smile — 

Heaven send her a husband ! — 

And a boy to be danced on his grandfather’s knee. 

And a girl like herself all the joy of her mother. 

Who may one day present her with just such another. 

Thus we carry our Crow-song to door after door, 

Alternately chanting we ramble along. 

And we treat all who give, or give not, with a song. 

Swallow-singing, or Clielidonising, as the Greek term is, 
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was another method of collecting eleemosynary gifts, which 
took place in the month Boedromion, or August. 

The Swallow, the Swallow is licre, 

With his back so black, and his belly so wliitc, 

He brings on the pride of the year, 

With the gay months of love, and the days of delight. 

Gome bring out your good humming stub', 

Of the nice tit-bits let the Swallow partake ; 

And a slice of the right Boedromion cake. 

So give, and give quickly, — 

Or we’ll pull down the door fiom its hinges : 

Or we’ll steal young madam away ! 

But see ! we’re a merry hoy’s ptudy, 

And the Swallow, the Swallow is here ! 

These songs resemble those of our own ancient mummers, 
who to this day, in honour of Bishop Blaize, the Saint of 
Woolcombers, go about cbaiitiiig on the eves of their holidays.*^ 
A custom long existed in this country to elect a Boy-Bishop 
in almost every parish ;t the Montem at, Eton still prevails 
for the Boy-Captain ; and there is a closer connexion, perhaps, 
between the custom which produced the Songs of the Crow 
and the Swallow,” and our Northern mummeries, than may 
be at first suspected. The Pagan Satmmalia, which the 
Swallow song by its pleasant menaces resembles, were after- 
wards disguised in the forms adopted by the early Christians ; 
and such are the remains of the Eoman Catholic religion, in 
which# the people were long indulged in thoir old taste for 
mockery and mummery. I must add in connexion with our 
main inquiry, that our own ancient beggars I^ad their songs, 
in their old cant language, some of which are as old as the 
Eli2abethan period, and many are fancifully characteristic 
of them habits mid their feelings. 

> * The festival of St. Blaize is held on the 3rd of February. Perej'^ notes 

it as “a custom in many parts of England to light np fires on the hills 
on St. Blaize’s hTight,” Hone, in his “Every-day Book,” Vol. I. p. 210, 
prints a detailed account of the woolcombers’ celebration at Bradford, 
Yorkshire, in 1825, in which “ Bishop Blaize” figured vath the “bishop’s 
chaplain,” surrounded by “shepherds and shepherdesses,” but personated 
by one John Smith, with “ very becoming gravity.” 

^ t The custom was made the subject of an Essay by Gregory, in illustra- 
tion of the tomb of one of these functionaiies at Salisbury. They were 
elected on St. Nicholas’ Day, from the boys of the choir, and the chosen 
one officiated in pontificals, and received large donations, as the custom was 
exceedingly popular. Even royalty listened favourably to “ the chylde- 
bishop’s” sermon. 
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INTROBUCEES OF EXOTIC FLOWERS, FRUITS, ETC. 

There has been a class of men whose patriotic affection, 
or whose general benevolence, have been usually defrauded of 
the gratitude their country owes them : these have been the 
introducers of new ffowers, new plants, and new roots into 
Europe ; the greater part which we now enjoy was drawn 
from the luxuriant climates of Asia, and the profusion which 
now covers our land originated in the most anxious nursing, 
and were the gifts of individuals. Monuments are reared, 
and medals struck, to commemorate events and names, which 
are less deserving our regard than those whp have trans- 
planted into the colder gardens of the ISTorth the rich fruits, 
the beautiful flowers, and the succulent pulse and roots of 
more favoured spots ; and carrying into their own country, as 
it were, another T^'ature, they have, as old Gerard well ex- 
presses it, “ laboured with the soil to make it fit for the plants, 
and with the plants to make them delight in the soil.” 

There is no part of the characters of Peibesc and Evelxh, 
accomplished as they are in so many, which seems more de- 
lightful to me, than their enthusiasm for the garden, the 
orchard, and the forest. 

Peiresc, wl|Ose literary occupations admitted of no inter- 
ruption, and whose universal correspondence throughout the 
habitable globe was more than sufficient to absorb his studious 
life, yet was the first man, as Gassendus relates in his in- 
teresting manner, whose incessant inquiries procured a great 
variety of jessamines ; those from China, whose leaves, always 
green, bear a clay-coloured flower, and a delicate perfume j 
the American, with a crimson-coloured, and the Persian, with 
a violet- coloured flower ; and the Arabian, whose tendrils he 
delighted to train over the banqueting-house in his garden 
and of fruits, the orange-trees with a red and parti-coloured 
flower ; the medlar ; the rough cheny without stone ; the ^ 
rare and luxurious vines of Smyrna and Damascus ; and the 
fig-tree called Adam’s, whose fruit by its size was conjectured 
to be that with which the spies returned from the lanfl. of 
Canaan. Gassendus describes the transports of Peiresc, when 
the sage beheld the Indian ginger growing green in his gar- ^ 
den, and his delight in grafting the myrtle on the musk vine, 
that the experiment might show us the myrtle wine of the 
micients. But transplanters, like other inventors, are some- 
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times baffled in tbeir deligbtful enterprises ; and we are told 
of Peiresc’s deep regret when he found that the Indian cocoa- 
nut would only bud, and then perish in the cold air of France, 
while the leaves of the Egyptian papyrus refused to yield 
him their vegetable paper. But it was his garden whicli pro- 
pagated the exotic fruits and flowers, wliich he transplanted 
into the French king’s, and into Cardinal Barberini’s, and the 
curious in Europe ; and these occasioned a work on the 
manuring of flowers by Ferrarius, a botanical Jesuit, who 
there described these novelties to Europe. 

Had Evelyn only composed the great work of his “ Sylva, 
or a Discourse of Forest Trees,” his name would have excited 
the gratitude. of posterity. The voice of the patriot exults in 
the dedication to Charles II. prefixed to one of the later edi- 
tions. I need not acquaint your majesty, how many mil- 
lions of timber-trees, besides infinite others, have been propa- 
gated and planted throughout youi‘ vast dominions, at the 
instigation and by the sole direction of this work, because 
your majesty has been pleased to own it publicly for my en- 
couragement.” And surely while Britain retains her awful 
situation among the nations of Europe, the “Sylva” of 
Evelyn will endure with her triumphant oaks. It was a 
retired philosopher who aroused the genius of the nation, and 
who, casting a prophetic eye towards the ag^ in which we 
live, contributed to secure our sovereignty of the seas. The 
present navy of Great Britain has been constructed with the 
oaks which the genius of Evelyn planted ! 

Animated by a zeal truly patriotic, De Serres in France, 
1599, composed a work on the art of raising silk-worms, and 
dedicated it to the municipal body of Paris, to excite the 
inhabitants to cultivate mulberry-trees. The work at first 
produced a strong sensation, and many planted mulberry- 
trees in the vicinity of Paris ; hut as they were not yet used to 
raise and manage the silk- worm, they reaped nothing but 
their trouble for their pains. They tore up the mulberry- 
trees they bad planted, and, in spite of De Serres, asserted 
that the northern climate was not adapted for the rearing of 
that tender insect. The great Sully, from his hatred of 
all objects of luxury, countenanced the popular clamour, and 
crushed the rising enterprise of De Serres. The monarch was 
wiser than the minister. The book had made sufficient noise 
to reach the ear of Henry lY. ; who desired the author to 
draw up a memoir on the subject, from which the king was 
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Induced to plant mulberry-trees in all the royal gardens ; and 
having imported the eggs of silk- worms from Spain, this 
patriotic monarch gave up his orangeries, which he considered 
but as his private gratification, for that leaf which, converted 
into silk, became a part of the national wealth. It is to Be 
Serres, who introduced the plantations of mulberry-trees, that 
the commerce of France owes one of her staple commodities ; 
and although the patriot encountered the hostility of the 
prime minister, and the hasty prejudices of the populace in his 
own day, yet his name at this moment is fresh in the hearts 
of his fellow-citizens ; for I have just received a medal, the 
gift of a literary friend from Paris, which bears his portrait, 
with the reverse, Bociete de Agriculture du B^gartement de 
la Seine It was struck in 1807. The same honom* is the 
right of Evelyn from the British nation. 

There was a period when the spirit of plantation was pre- 
valent in this kingdom j it probably originated from the 
ravages of the soldiery during the civil wars. A man, whose 
retired modesty has perhaps obscured his claims on our regard, 
the intimate friend of the great spirits of that age, by birth 
a Pole, but whose mother had probably been an English- 
woman, Samuel Hartlib, to whom Milton addressed his tract 
on education, published every manuscript he collected on the 
subjects of horticulture and agriculture. The public good he 
effected attracted the notice of Cromwell, who rewarded him 
with a pension, which after the restoration of Charles II. was 
suffered to lapse, and Hartlib died in utter neglect and po- 
verty. One of his tracts is “ A design for plenty by an uni- 
versal planting of fruit-trees.” The project consisted in 
inclosing the waste lands and commons, and appointing 
officers, whom he calls fruiterers, or wood-wards, to see tha 
plantations were duly attended to. The writer of this pro- 
ject observes on fruits, that it is a sort of provisions so natural 
to the taste, that the poor man and even the child will prefer 
it before better food, “ as the story goeth,” which he has 
preserved in these ancient and simple lines : — 

The poor man’s child invited was to dine, 

With flesh of oxen, sheep, and fatted swine, 

(Far better cheer than he at home could find,) 

And yet this child to stay had little minde. 

“ You have,” quoth he, ‘‘no apple, froise, nor pie, 

Stewed pears, with bread and mUk, and walnuts by.” 

The enthusiasm of these transplanters inspired their labours. 
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They have watched the tender infant of their planting, till the 
leaf and the flowers and the iruit expanded im<ler their Iiand; 
often indeed they have ameliorated the quality, increased the 
size, and eveii^ created a new species. The apricot, drawn 
from America, was flrst known in Europe in the sixteenth 
century : an old French writer lias remarked, that it was ori- 
ginally not larger than a damson j our gardeners, he sa\'S, 
have improved it to the perfection of its present size and 
richness. One of these enthusiasts is noticed by Evelyn, who 
for forty years had in vain tried by a graft to bequeatli his 
name to a new fruit ; but persisthig on wrong principles this 
votary of Pomona lias died without a name. We sympathise 
with Sir William Temple when he exultingiy ae(iuaints us 
with the size of his orange-trees, and with the flavour of his 
peaches and grapes, confessed by Frenchmen to have equalled 
those of Fontainebleau and Gascony, while the Italians agreed 
that his white iigs were as good as any of that sort in Italy ; 
and of his ^Giaving had the honour” to naturalise in this 
country four kinds of grapes, "with his liberal distributions of 
cuttings fi’om them, because “ he ever thought all things of 
this kind the commoner they are the better.*’ 

The greater number of our exotic flowers and fruits were 
carefully transported into this country by many of our tra- 
velled nobility and gentry some names have been casually 
preserved. The learned Linacre flrst brought, on his return 
from Italy, the damask rose ; and Thomas Lord Corn\yaU, in 
the reign of ITeniy VIII., enriched our fruit gardens with 
three different plums. In the reign of Elizabeth, Edward 
Grindal, afterwards Archbishop of Canterhuiy, returning 

Alexander Necham, abbot of Cirencester (born 1157, died 1217), has 
left ns his idea of a “ noble garden,” which should contain roses, lilies, 
sunflowers, violets, poppies, and the narcissus. A large variety of roses 
were introduced between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries. The 
Trovence rose is thought to have been introduced by I>Iargaret of Anjou, 
wife to Henry VI. The periwinkle was common in medlLcval gardens, 
and so was the gilly-flower or clove -pink. The late hir. Hudson Turner 
contributed an penrr ru the of horiiculture in England in 

early times to t’ o r.r.h oi ih-j •• i .'hwological Journal.” Among 

other things, he notes the contents of the Earl of Lincoln’s garden, in 
'Holborn, from the bailiff ’s account, in the twenty- fourth year of Edv/ard I. — 
^‘liVe learn from this curious document that apples', peai's, nuts, and 
cherries were produced in sufficient quantities, not only to supply the earl’s 
table, but also to yield a profit by their sale. The vegetables cultivated 
in this garden were beans, onions, garlic, leeks, and others.” Vines were 
also growm, and their cuttings sold. 
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from exile, transported here the medicinal plant of the tama- 
risk: the first oranges appear to have been brought into 
England by one of the Carew family ; for a century after, 
they still Nourished at the family seat at Beddington, in 
SuiTey. The cherry orchai’ds of Kent were first planted 
about Sittingbourne, by a gardener of Henry YIII. ; and the 
eurrant-bush was transplanted when our commerce with the 
island of Zaiite was first opened in the same reign. The elder 
Tradescant, in 1620, entered himself on board of a privateer, 
armed against Morocco, solely with a view of finding an 
opportunity of stealing apricots into Britain : and it appears 
that he succeeded in his design. To Sir Walter Baleigh we 
have not been indebted solely for the luxury of the tobacco- 
plant, but for that infinitely useful root, which forms a part 
of our daily meal, and often the entire meal of the poor man 
— the potato, which deserved to have been called a Mamleigk. 
Sir Anthony Ashley, of Winburne St. Giles, Dorsetshire, first 
planted cabbages in this country, and a cabbage at his feet 
appears on his monument : before his time we h^ them from 
Holland. Sir Bichard Weston first brought clover grass into 
England from Flanders, in 1645; and the figs planted by 
Cardinal Pole at. LamlDeth, so far back as the reign of 
Henry YIII., are said to be still remaining there : nor is 
this surprising, for Spilman, who set up the first paper-mill 
in England, at Dartford, in 1590, is said to have brought 
over in his portmanteau the two first lime-trees, which he 
planted here, and which are still growing. The Lombardy 
poplar was introduced into England by the Eai-1 of Eochford, 
in 1758. The first mulberry-trees in this country are now 
standing at Sion-house. By an Harleiau MS. 6884, we find 
that the first general planting of mulberries and making of 
silk in England was by William Stallenge, comptroller of the 
custom-house, and Monsieur Yerton, in 1608. It is probable 
that Monsieur Yerton transplanted this novelty from his owm 
country, where we have seen De Serres’ great attempt. 
H^e the mulberries have succeeded better than the silk- 
worms. ^ 

The very names of many of our vegetable kingdom indicate 
their locality, from the majestic cedar of Lebanon, to the 
small Cos-lettuce, which came from the isle of Cos ; the 
cherries from Cerasuntis, a city of Pontus; the peach, or 
'persicim, or mala Fersica, Persian apples, from Persia ; the 
pistachio, or psittacia, is the Syrian word for that nut. The 
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chestnut, or cliataigne in French, and castagna in Italian, 
from Castagna, a town of Magnesia. Our plums coming 
chiefly from Syria and Damascus, the damson, or damascene 
plum, reminds us of its distant origin. 

It is somewhat curious to observe on this subject, that 
there exists an unsuspected intercourse between nations, in 
the propagation of exotic plants. Lucullus, after the war 
with Mithridates, introduced cherries fromPontus into Italy; 
and the newly-imported fruit was found so pleasing, that it 
was rapidly propagated, and six-and twenty years afterwards 
Pliny testifies the cherry-tree passed over into Britain. Thus 
a victory obtained by a Eoman consul over a king of Pontus, 
with which it would seem that Britain could not have the 
remotest interest, was the real occasion of our countrymen 
possessing cherry-orchards. Yet to our shame must it be 
told, that these cherries from the king of Pontus’s city of 
Cerasuntis are not the cherries we are now eating ; for the 
whole race of cherry-trees was lost in the Saxon period, and 
was only restored by the gardener ef Henry VIII., who 
brought them from Flanders — without a word to enhance his 
own merits, concerning the helium MitJiridaticum ! 

A calculating political economist will little sympathise 
with the peaceful triumphs of those active and generous 
spirits, who have thus propagated the truest wealth, and the 
most innocent luxuries of the people. The project of a new tax, 
or an additional consumption of ardent spirits, or an act of par- 
liament to put a convenient stop to population by forbid^ng 
the banns of some happy couple, would be more congenial to 
their researches ; and they would leave without regret the 
names of those whom we have held out to the grateful recol- 
lections of their country. The Eomans, who, with all their 
errors, were at least patriots, entertained very different notions 
of these introducers into their country of exotic fruits and 
flowers. Sir William Temple has elegantly noticed the fact. 
“The great captains, and even consular men, who first 
brought them over, took pride in giving them their opvm 
names, by which they ran a great while in Borne, as in 
, memory of some great service or pleasure they had done their 
country ; so that not only laws and battles, but several sorts 
of apples and pears, were called Manlian and Claudian, Pom- 
peyan and Tiberian, and by several other such noble names.’* 
Pliny has paid his tribute of applause to LueuUus, for 
bnnging cherry and nut-trees from Pontus into Italy. And 
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we have several modern instances, where the name of the 
transplanter, or rearer, has been preserved in this sort of 
creation. Peter Collinson, the botanist, to “whom the 
English gardens are indebted for many new and curious 
species which he acquired by means of an extensive coiTe- 
spondence in America,” was highly gratified when Linnseus 
baptized a plant with his name ; and with great spirit asserts 
his honourable claim : “ Something, I think, was due to me 
for the great number of plants and seeds I have annually pro- 
cured from abroad, and you have been so good as to pay it, 
by giving me a species of eternity, botanic^y speaking ; that 
is, a name as long as men and books endure.” Such is the 
true animating language of these patriotic enthusiasts ! 

Some lines at. the close of Peacham’s Emblems give an 
idea of an English fruit-garden in 1612 , He mentions that 
cherries were not long known,^ and gives an origin to the 
name of filbert. 

The Persian Peach, and fruitful Quince 
And there the forward Almond grew, 

With Cherries known e no longer time since ; 

The Winter Warden, orchard’s pride ; 

The Philibertt that loves the vale, 

And red queen apple, § so envide 
Of school-boies, passing by the pale. 


^ This is, however, an error. Mr. Turner, in the paper quoted, p. 154, 
says, “ It may fairly be presumed that the cherry was well known at the 
period of the Conquest, and at every subsequent time. It is mentioned 
by Necham in the twelfth century, and was cultivated in the Earl of Lin- 
coln’s garden in the thirteenth.” 

t The guince comes from Sydon, a town of Crete, we are told by Le 
Orand, in his Vie priv6e des Francois, vol. i. p. 143 ; where may be found 
a list of the origin of most of our fruits. 

t , Peacham has here given a note. “ The filbert, so named of Philibert^ 
a king of France, who caused by arte sundry kinds to be brought forth : 
as did a gardener of Otranto in Italie by cloue-gilliflowers, and carnations 
of such colours as we now see them.” 

§ The queen-apple was probably thus distinguished in compliment to 
Elizabeth. In Moffet’s ‘‘Health’s Improvement,” I find an account of 
apples which are said to have been “graffed upon a mulberry-stock, ^nd 
then wax thorough red as our queen-apples, called by Enellius, Pubelliana, 
and Clcmdiana by Pliny.” I am told the race is not extinct ; hut though 
an apple of this description may yet he found, it seems to have sadly 
degenerated. 
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USTOEKS OE THE SEVENTEENTH CENTUEY. 

A PEBSON whose history will serve as a canvass to exhibit 
some scenes of the arts of the money-trader was one Audlst, 
a lawyer, and a great practical philosopher, who concentrated 
his vigorous faculties in the science of the relative value of 
money. He flourished througli the reigns of James I., 
Charles I., and held a lucrative ofiice in the “ court of wards,” 
till that singular court was abolished at the time of the Resto- 
ration.^ In his own times he was called “ The great Auclley ” 
an epithet so often abused, and here applied to the creation 
of enormous wealth. But there are minds of great capacity, 
concealed by the nature of theii- pursuits ; and the wealth of 
Andiey may he considered as the eloiidy medium through 
which a bright genius shone, and which, had it been thrown 
into a nobler sphere of action, the “ greatness” would have 
been less ambiguous. 

Andiey lived at a time when divines were proclaiming the 
detestable sin of Usury,” prohibited by G-od and man ; but 
the Mosaic prohibition wa? the municipal law of an agricul- 
tural commonwealth, which being without trade, the general 
poverty of its members could afford no interest for loans ; 
but it wais not forbidden the Israelite to take usury from “ the 
stranger.” Or they were quoting from the Fathers, who 

* Tlie Court of Wards was founded in the right accorded to the king 
from the earliest time, to act as guardian to all minors who were the 
ciiildreu of his own tenants, or of those who did the sovereign knightly 
service. They were in the same position, consequently, as the Chancei'y 
. Wards of the present day ; hut much complaint being made of the private 
management of themselves and their estates by the persons who acted as 
their guardians, and whg were responsible only to the king’s exchequer, 
King Henry VIII., in the thirty-second year of his reign, founded “the 
Court of Wards” in Westminster Hall, as an open court of trial or appeal, 
for all persons under its jurisdiction. In the following year, a court of 
“liveries” was added to it ; and it was always afterwards known as the 
“fiourt of Wards and Liveries.” By “liveries” is meant, in old legal 
phraseology, “the delivery of seisin to the heir of the king’s tenant in 
ward, upon suing for it at full age,” the investiture, in fact, of the ward 
in his legal right as heir to his parents’ property. This ‘court was under 
the noaduct of a very few officers who enriched themselves ; and one of the 
first acts of the House of Lords, when the great changes were made during 
the troubles of Charles I,, v^as to suppress the court altogether. This was 
done in 1645, and confirmed by Ciumv.eli m 1656. At the restoration of 
Charles It. it was again specially noted as entirely suppressed. 
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understood this point, much as they had that of “ original 
sin,” and the immaculate conception while the scholastics 
amused themselves with a quaint and collegiate fancy which 
they had picked up in Aristotle, that interest for money had 
been forbidden b}’^ nature, because coin in itself was barren 
and unpropagating, . unlike corn, of which every grain will 
produce many. But Audley considered no doubt that money 
was not incapable of multiplying itself, provided it was in 
hands which knew to make it grow and breed,” as Shylock 
affirmed. The lawyers then, however, did not agree with the 
divines, nor the college philosophers ; they were straining at 
a more liberal interpretation of this odious term Usury.” 
liOrd Bacon declared, that the suppression of Usury is only 
fit for an Utopian government; and Audley must have agreed 
with the learned Cowell, who in his “ Interpreter” derives 
the term ab tisu et cere^ quasi usu cera^ which in our vernacular 
style was corrupted into Usury. Whatever the sin might be 
in the eye of some, it had become at least a controversial sin, 
as Sir Symonds I) ’Ewes calls it, in his manuscript Diary," whOy 
however, was afraid to commit it.* Audley, no doubt, con- 
sidered that interest was nothing more than rent for money ; 
as rent was no better tban Usu^ry for land. The legal inte- 
rest was then ‘‘ten in the hundred;” but the thirty, the 
fifty, and the hundred for the hundred, the gripe of Usury, 
and the shameless contrivances of the money-traders, these 
he would attribute to the follies of others, or to his own 
genius. 

This sage on the wealth of nations, with his pithy wisdom 
and quaint sagacity, began with two hundred pounds, and 
lived to view his mortgages, his statutes, and his judgments 
so numerous, that it was observed his papers would have 
made a good map of England. A contemporary dramatist, 

* D’Ewes’s father lost a manor, -which was recovered by the widow of 
the person who had sold it to him. Old B’Ewes considered this loss as a 
punishment for the usurious loan of money ; the fact is, that he had pur- 
chased that manor v/ith the interests accumulating from the money lent on 
it. His son entreated him to give ovex* the practice of that controv^sial 
This expression shows that even in that age there were rational 
political economists, Jeremy Bentham, in his little treatise on Usury, 
offers just -views, cleared fiom the indistinct and partial ones so long preva- 
lent. Jeremy Collier has an admirable Essay on Usury, vol. iii. It is a 
curious notion of Lord Bacon, that he would have interest at a lower rate 
in the country than in trading towns, because the merchant is best able to 
afford the highest. 
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who copied from life, has opened the chamber of such an 
Usurer, — perhaps of our Audley. 


Here lay 

A manor bound fast in a skin of parch meut, 

Tbe vax continuing; hard, the acres melting ; 

Here a sure deed of gift for a market-town, 

If not redeem’d this day, which is not in 
The unthrift’s power; there being scarce one shire 
In Wales or England, where my monies are not 
Lent out at usury, the certain hook 
To draw in more. 

Massinger’s City Madam. 

This genius of thirty per cent, first had proved the decided 
vigour of his mind, by his enthusiastic devotion to his law- 
studies : deprived of the leisure for study through his busy 
day, he stole the hours from his late nights and his early 
mornings ; and without the means to procure a law-library, 
he invented a method to possess one without the cost ; as far 
as he learned, he taught, and by publishing some useful tracts 
on temporary occasions, he was enabled to purchase a library. 
He appears never to have read a book without its furnishing 
him with some new practical design, and he probably studied 
too much for his own particular advantage. Such devoted 
studies was the way to become a lord-chancellor ;* but the 
science of the law was here subordinate to that of a money- 
trader. 

When yet hut a clerk to the Clerk in the Counter, frequent 
opportunities occurred which Audley knew how to improve. 
He became a money-trader as he had become a law-writer, 
and the fears and follies of mankind were to furnish him with 
a trading capital. The fertility of his genius appeared in 
expedients and in quick contrivances. He was sure to be the 
friend of all men falling out. He took a deep concern in the 
affairs of his master’s clients, and often much more than they 
were aware of. Ho man so ready at procuiing bail or coni- 
pounding debts. This was a considerable traffic then, as 
no^,^ They hired themselves out for hail, swore what was 
required, and contrived to give false addresses, which is now 
c^ed leg-bail. They dressed themselves out for the occa- 
sion; ,a great seal-ring flamed on the finger, which, however, 
Wa$ pure copper gilt, and they often assumed the name of 
some person of good credit. Savings, and small presents for 
gratuitous opinions, often afterwards discovered to be very 



161 


Usurers of the Seventeenth Century, 

fallacious ones, enabled liim to purchase annuities of easv 
landowners, with their treble amount secured on their 
estates. The improvident owners, or the careless heirs, were 
soon entangled in the usurer’s nets ; and, after the receipt of 
a few years, the annuity, b}'” some latent quibble, or some 
irregularity in the payments, usually ended in Audloy’s ob- 
taining the treble forfeiture. He coedd at all times out-knave 
a knave. One of these incidents has been preserved, A 
draper, of no honest reputation, being arrested by a merchant 
for a debt of £200, Audley bought the debt at £4i0, for 
which the draper immediately offered him £50. But Audley 
would not consent, unless the draper indulged a sudden whim 
of his own : this was a formal contract, that the draper 
should pay within twenty years, upon twenty cei-tain days, 
a penny doubled. A knave, in haste to sign, is no calcu- 
lator ; and, as the contemporary dramatist describes one of 
the arts of those citizens, one part of whose business was 

To swear and break : they all grow rich by breaking I 

the draper eagerly compounded. He afterwards ^^grew 
rich.” Audley, silently watching his victim, ^ within two 
years, claims his doubled pennies, every month during twenty 
months. The pennies had now grown up to pounds. The 
knave perceived the trick, and preferred paying the forfeiture 
of his bond for £500, ratlier than to receive the visitation of 
all the little generation of compound interest in the last de- 
scendant of £2000, which would have closed with the 
draper’s shop. The inventive genius of Audley might have 
illustrated that popular tract of his own times, Peacham’s 
“ Worth of a Penny a gentleman who, having scarcely one 
left, consoled himself by detailing the numerous comforts of 
life it might procure in the days of Charles II. 

Such petty enterprises at length assumed a deeper cast of 
interest. He formed temporary partnerships with the stew- 
ards of country gentlemen. They underlet estates which 
they had to manage; and anticipating the owner’s neces- 
sities, the estates in due time became cheap purchases for. 
Audley and the stewards. He usually contrived to make the 
wood pay for the land, which he called “ making the fea- 
thers pay for the goose.” He had, however, such ^L^tender- 
ness of conscience for his victim, that, having plucked the 
live feathers before he sent the unfledged goose on the com- 
mon, he would bestow a gratuitous lecture in his own 
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science— teaching the art of making them grow again, by 
showing how to raise the remaining rents. Auclley thus 
made the tenant furnish at once the means to satisfy his own 
rapacity, and his employer’s necessities. His avarice was not 
working by a blind, but on an enlightened principle ; for he 
was only enabling the landlord to obtain what the tenant, 
with due industry, could afford to give. Adam Smith might 
have delivered himself in the language of old Audley, so just 
was his standard of the value of rents. Under an easy 
landlord,” said Audley, ‘‘ a tenant seldom thrives ; contenting 
himself to malce the just measure of his rents, and not la- 
bouring for any surplusage of estate. Under a hard one, the 
tenant revenges himself upon the land, and runs away with 
the rent. I would raise m}'’ rents to the present price of all 
commodities : for if we should let om* lands, as other men 
have done before us, now other wares daily go on in 
price, we should fall backward in our estates.” These 
axioms of political economy were discoveries in his day. 

Audley knew mankind practically, and struck into their 
humours with the versatility of genius : oracularly deep with 
the grave, he only stung the hghter mind. When a lord 
borrowing money complained to Audley of his exactions, his 
lordship exclaimed, “ What, do you not intend to use a con- 
science ?” ‘‘ Yes, I intend hereafter to use it. We moneyed 
people must balance accounts : if you do not pay me, yotf 
cheat me; hut, if you do, then I cheat your lordship,” 
Audley’s moneyed conscience balanced the risk of his lord- 
ship’s honour against the pi’ohability of his own rapacious 
profits. When he resided in the Temple among those “ pul- 
lets without feathers,” as an old writer describes the brood, 
the good man would pule out paternal homilies on impro- 
vident youth, grieving that they, under pretence of “ learning 
the law, only learnt to be lawless;” and “never knew by 
their own studies the process of an execution, till it was 
served on themselves.” Nor could he fail in his prophecy; 
for at the moment that the stoic was enduring their ridicule, 
his agents were supplying them with the certain means of 
verifying it. It is quaintly said, he had his decoying as w^ell 
as his decaying gentlemen. 

The ai-ts practised by the money-traders of that time have 
been detailed by one of the town-satirists of the age. Decker, 
in his “English Yillanies,” has told the story : we may ob- 
serve how an old story contains many incidents which may 
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be discovered in modern one. The artifice of covering the 
usury by a pretended purchase and sale of certain wares, even 
now practised, was then at its height. 

In Measure for Measitre -v^e find, 

‘‘Here’s young Master East, he’s in for a commodity of hroio)i 
and old ginger, nine score and seventeen pounds ; of which he made five 
marks ready money.” 

The eager “ gull,” for his immediate wants, takes at an 
immense price any goods on credit, which he immediately 
resells for less than half the cost ; and when despatch presses, 
the vender and the purchaser have been the same person, and 
the “brown paper and old ginger” merely nominal.*^ 

The whole displays a complete system of dupery, and the 
agents were graduated. “ The Manner of undoing Gentlemen 
by taking up of Commodities,” is the title of a chapter in 
“English Villanies.” The “ warren” is the cant term which, 
describes the whole party ; but this requires a word of ex- 
planation. 

It is probable that rabbit-warrens were numerous about the 
metropolis, a circumstance which must have multiplied the 
poachers. Mofiet, who wrote on diet in the reign of Elizabeth, 
notices their plentiful supply “ for the poor’s maintenance.” 
— I cannot otherwise account for the appellatives given to 
sharpers, and the terms of cheatery being so familiarly drawn 
from a rabbit-warren ; not that even in that day these cant 
terms travelled far out of their own circle ; for Eobert Greene 
mentions a trial in which the judges, good simple men ! 
imagined that the coney-catcher at the bar was a warrener, or 
one who had the care of a waireii. 

The cant term of “warren” included the young coneys, or 
half-ruined prodigals of that day, with the younger brothers, 
who had accomplished their ruin; these naturally herded 
together, as the pigeon and the black-leg of the present day. 
The coney-catchers were those who raised a trade on their 
necessities. To be “ conie-catched” was to be cheated. The 

In Eowley’s “Search for Money,” 1609, is an amnsbg description 
of the usurer, who hinds his clients in “worse bonds and manacles than 
the Turk’s galley-slaves.” And in Decker’s “ Knights’ Conjuring,” 1607, 
we read of another who “ cozen’d young gentlemen of their land, had acres 
mortgaged to him by wiseacres for three hundred pounds, payde in hobby- 
horses, dogges, bells, and lutestrings ; which, if they had been sold by the 
drum, or at an outrop (public auction), with the cry of ‘ No man better,’ 
would never have yielded £50.” 
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warren forms a combination altogether, to attract some no- 
vice, who in esse or in ^posse has his present means good, and 
those to come great ; he is very glad to learn how money can 
be raised. The warren seek after a tuinller, a sort of hunting 
dog; and the nature of a London tumbler was to “ hunt dry- 
foot,” in this manner: — “ The tumbler is let loose, and runs 
snuffing up and down in the shops of mercers, goldsmiths, 
drapers, haberdashers, to meet with ferret, that is, a citizen 
who is ready to sell a commodity.” The tumbler in his first 
course usually returned in despair, pretending to have out- 
wearied himself by hunting, and swears that the city ferrets 
are so coaped (that is, have their lips stitched up close) that 
he can’t get them to open to so great a sum as £500, which 
the warren wants. “ This herb being chewed down by the 
rabbit-suckers, almost kills theii* hearts. It irritates their 
appetite, and they keenly bid the tumbler, if he can’t fasten 
on plate, or cloth, or silks, to lay hold of h'oion paper, Bar^ 
tholomem lahies, lutestrings', or hoh-nails. It* hath been verily 
reported,” says Decker, “that one gentleman of great hopes 
took up £100 in hobby-horses, and sold them for £30 ; and 
£16 in' joints of mutton and quarters of lamb, ready roasted, 
and sold them for three pounds.” Such commodities were 
called — The tumbler, on his second hunt, trots up 

and down again ; and at last lights on 2 ^ ferret that will deal ; 
the nariies are given in to a scrivener, who inquires whether 
they are good men, and finds four out of the five are wind- 
shaken, but the fifth is an oak that can bear the hewing, 
“Bonds are sealed, commodities delivered, and the tumbler 
fetches his second career ; and their credit having obtained 
the purse-nets, the wares must now obtain money.” The 
tumller now hunts for the ralbltsiiclcers, those who buy 
these purse-nets ; but the rahbitsuckers seem greater devils 
than the ferrets, for they always bid under ; and after many 
exclamations the loarren is glad that the seller should re- 
purchase his own commodities for ready money, at thirty or 
fifty cent. MndiQx the cost. The story does not finish till 
we come to the manner “How the warren is spoiled.” I shall 
transcribe this part of the narrative in the lively style of this 
town writer. “ While there is any grass to nibble upon, the 
rabbits are there ; but on the cold day of repayment they re- 
tire into their caves ; so that when the ferret makes account 
of five in chase, foim disappear. Then he grows fierce, and 
tears open his own jaws to suck bloodTrom him that is left 



Usurers of ike Seventeenth Century. 165 

Serjeants, inarslialmen, and bailiffs are sent forth, who He 
seentinp^ at every corner, and with terrible paws haunt every 
walk. The bird is seized upon by these hawks, his estate 
looked into, his wings broken, his lands made over to a 
stranger. Ho pays £500, who never had but £60, or to 
prison ; or he seals any bond, mortgages any lordship, does 
anything, yields anything. A little way in, he cares not how 
far he wades ; the greater his possessions are, the apter he is 
to take up and to be trusted — thus gentlemen are ferretted 
and undone 1” It is evident that the whole S 3 ?’stein turns on 
the single novice; those who join him in his bonds are stalk- 
ing horses ; the whole was to begin and to end with the single 
individual, the great coney of the warren. Such was the na- 
ture of those “ commodities ” to which Massinger and Shak- 
spearo allude, and which the modern dramatist may exhibit 
in his comedy, and be still sketching after life. 

Another scene, closely connected with the present, will 
complete the picture. The Ordinaries ” of those days were 
the lounging places of the men of the town, and the “ fan- 
tastic gallants,” w^ho herded together.*^ Ordinaries were the 
“ exchange for news,” the echoing places for all sorts of town- 
talk : there they might hear of the last new play and poem, 
and the last fresh widow, who was sighing for some knight 
to make her a lady ; these resorts were attended also ‘‘ to 
save charges of housekeeping.” The reign of James I. is 
'char*acterise<^ by all the wantoiiness of prodigality among one 
class, and all the penuriousness and rapacit})^ in another, which 
met in the dissolute indolence of a peace of twenty years. 
iHut a more striking featui'e in these Ordinaries ” showed 
itself as soon as “ the voyder had cleared the table.” Then 
began “ the shufSing and catting on one side, and the bones 
rattling on the other.” The “Ordinarie,” in fact, was a 
gambling-house, Hke those now expressively termed “Hells,”' 
and I doubt if the present “ Infernos ” exceed the whole 
diablerie of our ancestors. 

In the former scene of sharping they derived their cant 
terms from a rabbit-warren, but in the present their allusions 
partly relate to an aviary, and truly the proverb suited them, 
“ of birds of a feather.” Those who first .propose to sit down 
to play are called the leaders ; the ruined gamesters are the 

“ The Meeting of Gallants at an Ordinarie, or theWalkes in Powles,’* 
1603, is the title of a rare tract in the Malone collection, now in the fiod- 
leian Library. It is a curious picture of the manners of the day. 
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forlorn-hope; the great winner is the eagle; a stander-by^ 
who encourages, by little ventures himself, the freshly-im- 
ported gallant, who is called the gull, is the %oood-peclcer ; 
and a monstrous hii’d of prey, who is always hovering round 
the table, is the gidhgroyer, who, at a pinch, is the benevo- 
lent Audley of the Ordinary. 

There was, besides, one other character of an original cast, 
apparently the friend of none of the party, and yet in fact, 
“ tlie Atlas which supported the Ordinarie on his shoulders 
he was sometimes significantly called the impostor. 

The gull is a young man whose father, a citizen or a squhe, 
just dead, leaves him “ ten or twelve thousand pounds in ready 
money, besides some hunch'eds a-year.’’ Scouts are sent out, 
and lie in ambush for him ; they discover what “ apothecarie’s 
shop he resorts to every morning, or in what tobacco-shop in 
Tleet-street he takes a pipe of smoke in the afternoon the 
usual resorts of the loungers of that day. Some sharp wit of 
the Ordinarie, a pleasant fellow, whom Eobert Greene calls 
the “ taker-up,” one of universal conversation, lures the heir 
of seven hundred a-year to “ The Ordinarie.” A gull sets the 
whole aviary in spirits ; and Pecker well describes the flutter 
of joy and expectation : The leaders maintained themselves 
h?ave ; the forlorn-hope, that drooped before, doth now gal* 
lantly come on ; the eagle feathers his nest ; the wood-pecher 
picks up the crumbs ; the gull-groper grows fat with good 
feeding ; and the gull himself, at whom every one has a pull, 
hath in the end scarce feathers to keep his back warm.” 

Puring the gulVs progress through Primero and Gleek,'® 

^ Crames with cards. Strutt says Primero is one of the most ancient 
games kno^Yn to have been played in England, and he thus describes it 
‘^Each player had four cards dealt to him, the 7 was the highest card in 
point of number that he could avail himself of, which counted for 21 ; the 
6 counted for 16, the 5 for 15, and the ace for the same ; but the 2, the 3, 
and the 4 for their respective points only. The knave of hearts was com- 
monly fixed upon for the quinola, which the player might make what card 
or suit he thought proper ; if the cards were of different suits, the highest 
number won the primero ; if they were all of one colour, he that held them 
won the flush.” Glceh is described in ** Memoirs of Gramesters,” 1714, 
as a game on the cards wherein the ace is called Tib, the knave Tom, 
the 4 of trumps Tiddy. Tib the ace is 15 in hand and 18 in play, 
because it wins a trick ; Tom the knave is 9, and Tiddy is 4 ; the 5th 
Toviser, the Ctli Tumbler, which, if in hand, Toieser is 5 and Tumbler 0, 
and so double if turned up ; and the Sing or Queen of trumps is 3. Now, 
as there can neither more nor less than 3 persons play at this game, who 
have 12 c^ds a-pieee dealt to them at^ 4 at a time, you are to note that 
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he wants for no admirable advice and solemn warnings from 
two excellent friends ; the gull-groper^ and at length, the 
impostor. The gull-groper^ who knows, “to half an acre,” 
all his means, takes the gull when out of luck to a side-win- 
dow, and in a whisper t^ks of “ dice being made of women’s 
bones, which would cozen any man but he pours his gold 
on the board ; and a bond is rapturously signed for the next 
quarter-day. But the gull-groper, by a variety of expedients, 
avoids having the bond duly discharged ; he contrives to get 
a judgment, and a serjeant with his mace procures the for- 
feiture of the bond; the treble value. But the “impostor’’ 
has none of the milkiness of the gull-groper^'' — he looks 
for no favour under heaven from any man ; he is bluff with 
all the Ordinarie ; he spits at random ; jingles his spurs into 
any man’s cloak ; and his “ humour ” is, to be a devil of a 
dare-all. All fear him as the tyrant they must obey. The 
tender gull trembles, and admires this roysterer’s valour. At 
length the devil he feared becomes his champion ; and the 
poor gull, proud of his intimacy, hides himself under this 
eagle's wings. 

The impostor sits close by his elbow, takes a partnership in 
his game, furnishes the stakes when out of luck, and in truth 
does not care how fast the gull loses ; for a twirl of his 
mustachio, a tip of his nose, or a wink of his eye, drives all 
the losses of the guU into the profits of the grand confederacy 
at the Ordinarie. And when the impostor has fought the 
gull’s quarrels many a time, at last he kicks up the table ; 
and the gull sinks himself into the class of the forlorn-hope ; 

lives at the mercy of his late friends the gull-groper and 
the impostor, who send him out to lure some tender bird in 
feather. 

Such were the hells of our ancestors, from which our 
worthies might take a lesson ; and the “ warren ” in which 
the Audleys were the conie-catchers. 

22 are youv cards ; if yon ’ 1: i r 1’ * ■ r 1 -.it tte cards that were dealt yon, you 
lose 10 ; if yon have neit'-.-.'- Ih. •, Tidcly, Kitig, Queen, Mournival, 
nor Gleeh, yon lose, because you connfc as many cards as you had in triers, 
which must be few by reason of the badness of your hand ; if you have 
Tib, Tom, King and Queen of trumps in your hand, you have 30 by 
honours, that is, 8 above your own cards, besides the cards you win by 
them in play. If you have Tom oiily, which is 9, and the King of trumps, 
which is 3, then you reckon from 12, 13, 14, 16, till you come to 22, aud 
then every card wins so many pence, groats, or what else you play’d for ; 
and if you are under 22, you lose as many.’’ 
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But to return to our Audley ; this philosophical usurer 
never pressed hard for his debts ; like the fowler, he never 
shook his nets lest he might startle, satisfied to have them, 
without appearing to hold them. With great fondness he 
compared his “ bonds to infants, which battle best by sleep- 
ing.’’ To battle is to be nourished, a term still retained at 
the University of Oxford. His familiar companions were all 
subordinate actors in the great piece he was performing ; he 
too had his part in the scene. When not taken by surprise, 
on his table usually lay open a great Bible, with Bishop 
Andrews’s folio Sermons, which often gave him an opportu- 
nity of railing at the covetousness of the clergy ; declaring 
their religion was mere preach,” and that ‘Hhe time 
would never be well till we had Queen Elizabeth’s Protestants 
again in fashion.” He was aware of all the evils arising out 
of a population beyond the means of subsistence, and dreaded 
an inmidation of men, spreading like the spawn of cod. 
Hence he considered marriage, with a modern political econo- 
mist, as very dangerous ; bitterly censuring the clergy, whose 
children, he said, never thrived, and whose widows were left 
destitute. An apostolical life, according to Audley, required 
only hooks, meat, and drink, to be had for fifty pounds a 
year! Celibacy, voluntary poverty, and all the mortifica- 
tions of a primitive Christian, were the virtues practised by 
this priritaix among his money hags. 

Yet Audl^y’s was that worldly wisdom which derives all its 
strength from the weaknesses of mankind. Everything was 
to he obtained by stratagem ; and it was his maxim, that to ^ 
grasp our object the faster, we must go a little round ahou% 
it. His life is said to have been one of intricacies and mys- 
teries, using indirect means in all things ; but if he walked 
in a labyrinth, it was to bewilder others ; for the clue was 
still in his own hand ; all he sought was that his designs 
should not be discovered by his actions. His word, we 
are told, was his bond; his hour was punctual ; and his , 
opinions were compressed and weighty : but if he was true to " 
his „bond-word, it was only a part of tbe system to. givO * 
facility to the carrying on of his trade, for he was not strict * 
to his honour ; the pride of victory, as well as the passion fdt 
acquisition, combined in the character of Audley, as in more 
treiiiendous conquerors. His partners dreaded the effects 
of his law -library, and usually relinquished a claim nxther 
than stand a latent suit against a quibble. When ^ one' 
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menaced Iiim by showing some money-bags, which he had 
resolved to empty in law against him, Andley then in office 
m the court of wards, with a sarcastic grin, asked “Whether 
the bags had any bottom?” “Ayl” replied the exulting 
possessor, striking them. “In that ease, I care not,” 
retorted the cynical officer of the court of wards ; “ for in 
this court I have a constant spring ; and I cannot spend in 
other courts more than I gain in this.” He had at once the 
meanness which would evade the law, and the spirit which 
could resist it. 

The genius of Audley had crept out of the purlieus of 
Guildhdl, and entered the Temple; and having often sauntered 
at “ Powles” down the great promenade which was reserved 
for “Duke Humphrey and his guests,”^ he wmuld turn into 
that part called “The Usurer’s Alley,” to talk with “Thirty 
in the hundred,” and at length was enabled to purchase his 
office at that remarkable institution, the court of wards. 
The entire fortunes of those whom we now call wards in 
chancery were in the hands, and often submitted to the arts 
or the tyranny of the officers of this court. 

When Audley was asked the value of this new office, he 
replied, that “ It might be worth some thousands of pounds to 
him who after his death would instantly go to heaven ; twice as 
much to him who would go to purgatory : and nobody knows 
what to him who would adventure to go to hell.” Such was 
the pious casuistry of a witty usurer. Whether he undertook 
this last adventure, for the four hundred thousand pounds he 
left behind him, how can a sceptical biographer decide? 
Audley seems ever to have been weak when temptation was 
strong. 

Some saving qualities, however, were mixed with the vicious 
ones he liked best. Another passion divided dominion with 

A note to Singer’s edition of “ Hall’s Satires,” says the phrase origi- 
nated from the popular belief that the tomb of Sir John Beauchamp, in old 
St. Paul’s, was that of Humphrey Duke of G-loucester, Hence, to walk about 
the aisles dinnerless was termed dining with I)\dct Hwni^hrey ; and a poem 
by Speed, termed “ The Legend of his Grrace,” &c., published 1674, details 
the popular idea — 

Nor doth the duke his invitation send 
To princes, or to those that on them tend, 

But pays his kindness to a hungry maw ; 

His charity, his reason, and his law. 

Por, to say truth, Hunger hath hundreds brought 
To dine with him^ and all not worth a groat. 
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tlie sovereign one: Audley’s strongest impressions of character 
were cast in the old law-library of his youth, and the pride 
of legal reputation was not inferior in strength to the rage 
for money. If in the ‘‘court of wards” he pounced on 
incumbrances which lay on estates, and prowled about to 
discover the craving wants of their owners, it appears that he 
also received liberal fees from the relatives of young hehs, to 
protect them' from the rapacity of some great persons, but 
who could not certainly exceed Audley in subtilty. He was 
an admirable lawyer, for he was not satisfied with hearing^ 
but examining his clients ; which he called pinching the 
cause where he perceived it was foundered.” He made two 
observations on clients and lawyers, which have not lost their 
poignancy. “ Many clients in telling their case, rather plead 
than relate it, so that the advocate heareth not the true state 
of it, till opened by the adverse party. Some lawyers seem 
to keep an assurance-office in their chambers, and will warrant 
any cause brought unto them, knowing that if they fail, they 
lose nothing but what was lost long since — their credit.” 

The career of Audley’s ambition closed with the extinc- 
tion of the “ court of wards,” by which he incmTed the loss 
of above £100,000. On that occasion be observed that “ His 
ordinary losses were as the shavings of hia beard, which only 
grew the faster by them ; but the loss of this place was like 
the cutting off of a member, which was irrecoverable.” The 
hoary usurer pined at the decline of his genius, discoursed on 
the vanity of the world, and hinted at retreat. A facetious^ 
friend told him a story of an old rat, who having acquainted 
the young rats that he would at length retire to his hole, 
deshing none to come near him ; their curiosity, after some 
days, led them to venture to look into the hole ; and there they 
discovered the old rat sitting in the midst of a rich Parmesan 
cheese. The loss of the last £100,000 may have disturbed 
his digestion, for he did not long survive his court of wards. 

Such was this man, converting wisdom into cunning, 
invention into, trickery, and wit into cynicism. Engaged in 
no honourable cause, he however showed a mind resolved ; 
making plain the crooked and involved path he trod. Smtine 
et ahstine^ to hear and forbear, wSs the great principle of 
Epictetus, and our moneyed Stoic bore all the contempt and 
hatred of the living smilingly, while he forbore all the 
consolations of- our common nature to obtain his end. He 
died in unblest celibacy, — and thus he received the curses of 
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the living for his rapine, while the stranger who grasped the 
million he had raked together owed him no gratitude at his 
death. 


CHIDIOCK TITCHBOUKNE. 

I HAVE already diwn a picture of Jewish history in our 
country; the present is a companion-piece, exhibiting a 
Eoman Catholic one. 

The domestic history of our country awakens our feelings 
far more than the public. In the one, we recognise ourselves 
as men ; in the other, we ai’e nothing but poSticians. The 
domestic Ihstory is, indeed, entirely involved in the fate of 
the public ; and our opinions are regulated according to the 
different countries, and by the different ages we live in ; yet 
systems of politics, and modes of faith, are, for the individual, 
but the chance occurrences of human life, usually found m 
the cradle and laid in the grave : it is only the herd of man- 
kind, or their artful leaders, who fight and curse one another 
with so much sincerity. Amidst these intestine struggles, or, 
perhaps, when they have ceased, and our hearts are calm, we 
perceive the eternal force of nature acting on humanity; 
then the heroic virtues and private sufferings of persons 
engaged in an opposite cause, and acting on different prin- 
ciples than our own, appeal to our sympathy, and even excite . 
our admiration. A philosopher, born a Eoman Catholic, as- 
suredly could commemorate many a pathetic history of spme 
heroic Huguenot; while we, with the same feeling in our 
heart, discover a romantic and chivalrous band of Catholics. 

Chidiock Titchbourne is a name which appears in the con- 
spiracy of Anthony Babington against Elizabeth, and the 
history of this accomplished young man may enter into the 
romance of real life. Having discovered two interesting 
domestic documents relative to him, I am desirous of preserv- 
ing a name and a character which have such claims on our 
sympathy. 

There is an interesting historical novel, entitled “ The 
Jesuit,’* whose story is founded on this conspiracy ; remark- 
able for being the production of a lady, without, if I recollect 
rightly, a single adventure of love. Of the fourteen cha- 
racters implicated in this conspiracy, few were of the stamp 
of men ordinarily enga*ged in dark assassinations. Hume has 
told the story with his usual grace ; the fuller narrative may 
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be found in Cainden ; but the tale may yet receive from tlie 
■character of Chidiock Titchbourne, a more interesting close. 

'Some youths, worthy of ranking with the heroes, leather 
than with the traitors of England, had been practised on by 
the subtilty of Ballard, a disguised Jesuit of great intre- 
pidity and talents, whom Camden calls a silken priest in a 
soldier’s habit for this versatile intriguer changed into all 
shapes, and took up all names : yet, with all the arts of a 
political Jesuit, he found himself* entrapped in the nets of 
that more crafty one, the subdolous Walsingham. Ballard 
had opened himself to Babington, a Catholic ; a youth of 
large fortune, the graces of whose person were only inferior 
to those of his mind. In his travels, his generous temper 
had been touched by some confidential friends of the Scottish 
Mary ; and the youth, susceptible of ambition, had been re- 
commended to that queen ; and an intercourse of letters took 
place, which seemed as deeply tinctured with love as with 
loyalty. The intimates of Babington were youths of con- 
genial tempers and studies ; and, in their exalted imaginations, 
they could only view in the imprisoned Mary of Sc6tland a 
sovereign, a saint, and a woman. But friendship the most 
tender, if not the most sublime ever recorded, prevailed among 
this band of self-devoted victims ; and the Damon and Pythias 
of antiquity were here out-numbered. 

* But these conspirators were surely more adapted for lovers 
than for politicians. The most romantic incidents are inter- 
woven in this dark conspiracy. Some of the letters to Mary 
were conveyed by a secret messenger, reall^r in the pay of 
Walsingham; others were lodged in a concealed place, covered 
by a loosened .stone, in the wall of the queen’s prison. All 
were transcribed by Walsingham before they reached Mary. 
Even the spies of that singular statesman were the com- 
panions or the servants of the arch-conspirator Ballard ; for 
the minister seems only to have humoured his taste in assist- 
ing him through this extrav^ant plot. Yet, as if a plot of 
so loose a texture was not quite perilous enough, the extraor- 
dinaiy incident of a picture, representing the secret conspi- 
rators in person, was probably considered as the highest 
^stroke of political intrigue! The accomplished Babington 
had portrayed the conspirators, himself standing in the midst 
of them, that the imprisoned queen might thus have some 
kind of personal acquaintance with thefn. There was at least 
as much of chivahy as of Machiavelism in this conspiracy. 
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This very picture, before it was delivered to Mary, the subtile 
Walsingham had copied, to exhibit to Elizabeth the faces of 
her secret enemies. Houbraken, in his portrait of Wal- 
singham, has introduced in the vignette the incident of this 
picture being shown to Elizabeth ; a circumstance happily 
characteristic of the genius of this crafty and vigilant states- 
man. Camden tells us that Babington had first inscribed 
beneath the picture this verse : — 

Hi mihi sunt comites, quos ipsa.pericnla dncunt. 

These are my companions, whom the same dangers lead. 

But as this verse was considered by some of less heated, 
fancies as much too open and intelligible, they put one more 
ambiguous : — 

Qnorsum hsec alio properantibns* 

What are these things to men hastening to another purpose ? 

This extraordinary collection of personages must have oc- 
casioned many alarms to Elizabeth, at the approach of any 
stranger, till the conspiracy was suffered to be sufficiently 
matured to be ended. Once she perceived in her walks a con- 
spirator ; and on that occasion erected her lion port,” repri- 
manding her captain of the guards, loud enough to meet the 
conspirator’s ear, that he had not a man in his company 
who wore a sword.” — Am not I fairly guai’ded ?” exclaimed 
Elizabeth. 

It is in the progress of the trial that the history and the 
feelings of these wondrous youths appear. In those times,, 
when the government of the country yet felt itself unsettled, 
and mercy did not sit in the judgment-seat, even one of the 
judges could not refrain from being affected at the presence of 
so gallant a band as the prisoners at the bar : “ Oh, Ballard, 
Ballard 1” the judge exclaimed, “ what hast thou done ? A 
sort (a company) of brave youths, otherwise endued with good 
gifts, by thy inducement hast thou brought to their utter de- 
struction and confusion,” The Jesuit himself commands our 
respect, although v^e refuse him our esteem ; for he felt some 
compunction at the tragical executions which were to follow, 
and “ wished all the blame might rest on him, could the 
shedding of his blood be the saving of Babington’s life 1” 

When this romantic band of friends were called on for their 
defence, the most pathetic instances of domestic affection 
appeared. One had engaged in this plot solely to try to savfr 
his friend, for he had no hopes of it, nor any wish for its 
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success ; he had observed to his friend, that the “ haughty and 
ambitious mind of Anthony Babington would be the destruc- 
tion of himself and his friends nevertheless he was willing 
to die with them ! Another, to withdraw if possible one of those 
noble youths from the conspiracy, although he had broken up 
housekeeping, said, to employ his own language, “ I called 
back my servants again together, and began to keep house 
again more freshly than ever I did, only because I was weary 
to see Tom Salusbury’s straggling, and willing to keep, him 
about home.” Having attempted to secrete his friend, this 
gentleman observed, “ I am condemned, because I suffered 
Salusbury to escape, when I knew he was one of the conspi- 
rators. My ease is hard and lamentable ; either to betray my 
fiiend, whom I love as myself, and to discover Tom Salusbury, 
the best man in my country, of whom I only made choice, or 
else to break my allegiance to my sovereign, and to undo my- 
self and my posterity for ever.” Whatever the political 
casuist may determine on this ease, the social being carries 
his own manual in the heart. The principle of the greatest 
of republics was to suffer nothing to exist in competition 
with its own ambition ; but the Eoman history is a history 
without fathers and brothers ! Another of the conspirators 
replied, “ Bor flying away with my friend I fulfilled the part 
of a friend.” ' When the judge observed, that, to perform his 
friendship he had broken his allegiance to his sovereign, he 
bowed his head and confessed, Therein I have offended.” 
Another, asked why he had fled into the woods, where he 
was discovered among some of the conspirators, proudly (or 
tenderly) replied, “ For company !” 

When the sentence of condemnation had passed, then 
broke forth among this noble hand that spirit of honour, 
which surely had never been witnessed at the bai' among so 
many criminals. Their great minds seemed to have recon- 
ciled them to the most barbarous of deaths; but as their 
estates as traitors might be forfeited to the queen, their sole 
anxiety was now for their families and their creditors. One 
in the most pathetic terms recommends to her majesty’s pro- 
tection a beloved wife ; another a destitute sister ; but not 
among the least urgent of their supplications, was one that 
tlxeir creditors might not be injured by their untimely end. 
The statement of their affairs is curious and simple. “ If 
mercy be not to be had,” exclaimed one, “ I beseech you, my ' 
good lords,, this ; I owe some sums of money, but not very 
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much, and 1 have more owing to me ; I beseech that my 
debts may be paid with that which is owing to me.” 
Another prayed for a pardon ; the judge complimented him, 
that “ he was one who might have done good service to his 
country,” but declares he cannot obtain it. — Then,” said 
the prisoner, I beseech that six angels, which such an one 
hath of mine, may be delivered to my brother to pay my 
debts.” — How much are thy debts ?” demanded the judge. 
He answered, “The same six angels will discharge it.” 

That nothing might be wanting to complete the cata- 
strophe of their sad story, our sympathy must accompany 
them to their tragical end, and to their last words. These 
heroic yet affectionate youths had a trial there, intolerable to 
then’ social feelings. The terrific process of executing traitors 
was the remains of feudal barbarism, and has only been 
abolished very recently. I must not refrain from painting 
this scene of blood ; the duty of an historian must be severer 
than his taste, and I record in the note a scene of this 
nature.'^ The present one was full of horrors. Ballard was 

Let not the delicate female start from the revolting scene, nor censure 
the writer, since that writer is a woman — suppressing her own agony, as 
she supported on her lap the head of the miserable sufferer. This account 
was drawn up by Mrs. Elizabeth Willoughby, a Catholic lady, who, amidst 
the horrid execution, could still her own feelings in the attempt to soften 
‘those of the victim : she was a heroine, with a tender heart. 

The subject was one of the executed Jesuits, Hugh Green, who often 
went by the name of Ferdinand Brooks, according to the custom of these 
people, who disguised themselves by double names : he suffered in 1642 ; 
and ibis narrative i^ taken from the curious and scarce folios of Dodd, a 
Homan Catholic Church History of England. 

** The hangman, either through tinskilfulness, or for want of sufficient 
presence of mind, had so ill-performed his first duty of hanging him, that 
when he was cut down he was perfectly sensible, and able to 'Tr.ri.Tht 
upon the ground, viewing the crowd that stood about him. The t iio 

undertook to quarter him was one Barefoot, a barber, who, being very 
timorous when he found he was to attack a living man, it was near half an 
hour before the sufierer was rendered entirely insensible of pain. The mob 
pulled at the rope, and threw the Jesuit on his hack. Then the barber 
immediately fell to work, ripped up his belly, and laid the flaps of skin on 
both sides ; the poor gentleman being so present to himself as to make the 
sign of the cross with one hand. During this operation, Mi’S, Elizabeth 
Willoughby (the writer of this) kneeled at the Jesuit’s head, and held it 
fast beneath her hands. His face Avas covered Avith a thick sweat ; the 
blood issued from his mouth, ears, and eyes, and his forehead burnt Avith 
so much heat, that she assures us she could scarce endure her hand upon 
it. The barber was still under a great consternation.” — But I stop my 
pen amidst these circumstantial horrors. 
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first executed, and snatched alive from the gallows to be 
embowel] ed: Eabington looked on with an undaunted coun- 
tenance, steadily gazing on that variety of tortui-es which he 
himself was in a moment to pass through ; the others averted 
their faces, fervently praying. When the executioner began 
his tremendous office on Bahington, the spirit of this haughty 
and heroic man cried out amidst the agony, J^aroe mihi^ 
Domine Jesu! Spare me, Lord Jesus! There were two 
days of execution ; it was on the first that the noblest of 
these youths suffered ; and the pity which such criminals had 
excited among the spectators evidently weakened the sense 
of their political crime ; the solemnity, not the barbarity, of 
the punishment affects the populace with right feelings. 

■ Elizabeth, an enlightened politician, commanded that on the 
second day the odious part of the sentence against traitors 
should not commence till after their death. 

One of these generosi adolescentiili, youths of generous 
blood, was Chidiocx Titchbotijike, of Southampton, the 
more intimate friend of Bahington. He had refused to con- 
nect himself with the assassination of Elizabeth, but his 
A^eluctant consent was infen'ed from .his silence. His address 
to the populace breathes all the carelessness of life, in one 
who knew all its value. Proud of his ancient descent from 
a family which had existed before the Conquest till now 
without a stain, he paints the thoughtless happiness of hi& 
days with his beloved friend, when any object rather than 
matters of state engaged their pursuits ; the hours of misery 
were only first known the day he entered into the conspiracy* 
How feelingly he passes into the domestic scene, amidst his 
wife, his child, and his sisters ! and even his servants 1 Well 
might he cry, more in tenderness than in reproach, Friend- 
ship hath brought me to this 1” 

** Countrymen, and my dear friends, you expect I should speak some- 
thing ; I am a bad orator, aud my text is worse : It were in vain to enter 
into the discourse of the whole matter for which I am brought hither, for 
that it hath beeu revealed heretofore ; let me be a warning to all young 
gentlemen, especially generosis adolescentulis, I had a friend, a dear 
friend, of whom I made no small account, whose friendship hiuth brought 
me ta this ; he told me the whole matter, I cannot deny, as they had laid 
it down to be done ; but I ^always thought it impious, and denied to be a 
dealer in it ; but the regard of my friend caused me to be a man in whom 
the old proverb was verified ; I was silent, and so consented. Before this 
thing chanced, we lived together in most flourishing estate : Of whom went 
report in the Strand^ Fleet-street^ and elsewhere about London^ but of 
Fdbiivgton mid Tiichhourne^ No threshold was of force to brave our 
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entry. Thus we lived, and wanted nothing we could wish for ; and God 
knows what less in my head than matters of state. Now give me leave to 
declare the miseries I sustained after I was acquainted with the action, 
wherein I may justly compare my estate to that of Adam’s, who could not 
abstain one thing forbidden^ to enjoy all other things the world could 
afford ; the terror of conscience awaited me. After I considered the dangers 
whereinto I was fallen, I went to Sir J ohn Peters in Essex, and appointed 
my horses should meet me at London, intending to go down into the country. 
I came to London, and then heard that all was bewrayed ; whereupon, like 
Adam, we fled into the woods to hide ourselves. My dear countrymen, 
my sorrows may be your joy, yet mix your smiles with tears, and pity my 
case ; I am descended from a house, from two hundred years before the 
Conquest, never stained till this my misfortune. I have a wife and one 
child ; my viife Agnes, my dear wife, and therds mygHef—and six sisters 
left in my hand — my poor semants, I Tcnow, their master being taken, were 
dispersed ; for all which I do most heartily grieve. I expected some 
favour, though I deserved nothing less, that the remainder of my years 
might in some sort have recorupensed my former guilt; which seeing I 
have missed, lot me now meditate on the joys I hope to enjoy.” 

Titclibourne had addressed a letter to his '‘dear wife 
Agnes,’* the night before he suffered, which I discovered 
among the Harleian MSS.^ It overflows tvith the most 
natural feeling, and contains some touches of expression, all 
sweetness and tenderness, which mark the Shakspearean era. 
The same MS. has also preserved a more precious gem, iu a 
small poem, composed at the same time, which indicates his 
genius, fertile in imagery, and fraught with the melancholy 
philosophy of a fine and wounded spirit. The unhappy close 
of the life of such a noble youth, with all the prodigality of 
his feelings, and the cultivation of his intellect, may still 
excite that sympathy in the ffenerosis adolescentuUs, which 
Chidiock Titchhourne would have felt for them 1 

A letter written by Chediock Tichebuexe the night before he suffered 
death, vnto his wife, dated of anno 1586. 

. To the most loving wife alive, I commend me vnto her, and desire God 
to blesse her with all happiness, pray for her dead husband, and be of good 
comforte, for I hope in J esus Christ this morning to see the face of my maker 
and redeemer in the most joyful throne of his glorious kingdome. Commend 
me to all my friends, and desire them to pray for me, and in all charitie 
to pardon me, if* I have offended them. Commend me to my six sisters 
poore desolate soules, aduise them to seme God, for without him no good- 
ness is to be expected : were it possible, my little sister Babb : the darlinge 
of my race nnght be bred by her, God would rewarde her ; but I do her 
wrong I confesse, that hath by my desolate negligence too little for herselfe, 
to add a farther charge vnto her. D6ere wife forgive me, that have by 
these means so much impoveiished her fortunes ; patience and pardon good 
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■wife I crane — make of these our necessities a vertue, and iay no further 
burthen on my neck than hath alreadie been. There be certain debts tliat 
I owe, and because I know not the order of the lawe, piteous it hath taken 
from me all, forfeited by my course of offence to her majestie, I cannot 
aduise thee to benefit me herein, but if there fall out wherewithal!, let 
them be discharged for God’s sake. I will not that you trouble youi'selfe 
with the peiformance of these matters, my own heart, but make it known 
to my uncles, and desire them, for, the honour of God and ease of their 
soule, to take care of them as they may, and especially care of my sisters 
bringing up the burthen is now laide on them. Now, Sweet-cheek, what 
is left to bestow on thee, a small joynture,^ a small recompense for thy 
deservinge, these legacies followinge to be thine owne. God of his infinite 
goodness give thee grace alwaies to remain his true and faithful! servant, 
that through the merits of his bitter and blessed passion thou maist become 
in good time of his kingdom ■wdth the blessed women in heaven. May the- 
Holy Ghost comfort thee with all necessaries for the wealth of thy sonl in 
the world to come, where, until it shall please almighty God I meete thee, 
farewell lovinge wife, farewell the dearest io me on all the earth, farewell I 
“ By the hand from the heart of thy most faithful louinge husband, 

“Chideock TiOHEBUm” 


‘‘VEBSES, 

<‘Made by Ohebiock Tioheborne of himselfe in the Tower, the night 
before he suffered death, who was executed in Lincoln’s Inn Field®, 
fortreasom 1686 . 

My prime of youth is but a frost of cares, 

My feast of joy is but a dish of pain, 

My crop of com is hut a field of tares, 

And all my goodes is but vain hope of gain. 

The day is fled, and yet I saw no sun, 

And now I live, and now my life is done ! 

My spring is past, and yet it hath not sprung, 

The fruit is dead, and yet the leaves are green, 

My youth is past, and yet I am but young, 

I saw the world, and yet I was not seen ; 

My thread is cut, and yet it is not spun, 

And now I live, and now my life is done ! 

I sought for death, and found it in the wombe, 

I lookt for life, and yet it was a shade, 

I trade the ground, and knew it was my tombe, 

And now I dye, and now I am but made. 

The glass is full, and yet my glass is run j 
And now I live, and now my life is done !* 


* This pathetic poem has been printed in one of the old editions of Sir 
Walter Eawleigh’s Poems, but could never have been written by him. In 
those times the collectors of the works of a celebrated writer would insert 
any fugitive pieces of merit, and pass them under a name which was cer- 
tain of securing the reader’s favour. The entire poem in every line echoes 
the feelings of Chidiock Titchbourne, who perished ■s\ith all the blossoms 
of life and genius about him in the May- time of his existence. 



179 


ELIZABETH AND HEE PAELIAMENT. 

The year 1566 was a remarkable period in the domestic 
annals of our great Elizabeth ; then, for a moment, broke 
forth a noble struggle between the freedom of the subject 
and the dignity of the sovereign. 

One of the popular grievances of her glorious reign was the 
maiden state in which the queen persisted to live, notwith- 
standing such frequent remonstrances and exhortations. The 
nation in a moment might be thrown into the danger of a 
disputed succession ; and it became necessary to allay that 
ferment which existed among all parties, while each was fixing 
on its own favourite, hereafter to ascend the throne. The 
bii'th of James I. this year, re-animated the partisans of 
Mary of Scotland ; and men of the most opposite parties in 
England unanimously joined in the popular cry for the mar- 
riage of Elizabeth, or a settlement of the succession. This 
was a subject most painful to the thoughts of Elizabeth ; she 
started from it with horror, and she was practising every 
imaginable artifice to evade it. 

The real cause of this repugnance has been passed over by 
our historians. Camden, however, hints at it, when * he 
places among other popular rumours of the day, that “ men 
cursed Huic, the queen’s physician, for dissuading her from 
marriage, for I know not what female infiraiity.” The 
queen’s physician thus incurred the odium of the nation for 
the integrity of his conduct : he well knew how precious was 
her life 

This fact, once known, throws a new light over her con- 
duct; the ambiguous expressions which she constantly em- 
ploys, when she alludes to her marriage in her speeches, and 
in private conversations, are no longer mysterious. She was 
always declaring, that she knew her subjects did not love her 
so little, as to wish to bury her befoi*e her time ; eVen in the 

* Foreign authors who had an intercourse with the English court seem 
to have been better informed, or at least found themselves under less 
restraint than our home-writers. In Bayle, note x. the reader will find 
this mysterious affair cleared up ; and at length in one of our own writers, 
Whitaker, in his ‘‘Mary Queen of Scots Vindicated,” vol. ii. p. 502. 
Elizabeth’s Answer to the first Address of the Commons, on her marriage, 
in Hume, vol. v. p. 13, is now more intelligible : he has preserved her 
fanciful style. 

H 2 
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letter I sliall now give, we find this remarkable expression : — 
urging her to marriage, she said, was “asking nothing less 
than wishing her to dig her grave before she was dead.’’ 
Conscious of the danger of her life by marriage, she had early 
declared when she ascended the throne, that “ she would live 
and die a maiden queen:” but she afterwards discovered the 
political evil resulting from her unfortunate situation. Her 
conduct was admirable; her great genius turned even her 
weakness into strength, and proved how well she deserved 
the character which she had already obtained from an en- 
lightened enemy — the great Sixtus Y., who observed of her, 
Cli'era un gran cervello di Frincipessa ! She had a princely 
head-piece ! Elizabeth allowed her ministers to pledge her 
royal word to the commons, as often as they found necessary, 
for her resolution to marry ; she kept all Europe at her feet, 
with the hopes and fears of her choice ;^she gave ready encou- 
ragements, perhaps allowed her agents to promote even in- 
vitations, to the offers of mai’riage she received from crowned 
heads ; and all the coquetries and cajolings, so often and so 
fully recorded, with which she freely honoured individuals, 
made her empire an empire of love, where love, however, could 
never appear. All these were merely political artifices, to 
conceal her secret resolution, which was, not to marry. 

At the hirth of James I. as Camden says, the sharp and 
hot spirits broke out, accusing the queen that she was neg- 
lecting her country and posterity.” All “ these humours,” 
observes Hume, “ broke out with great vehemence, in a new 
session of parliament, held after six prorogations.” The 
peers united with the commoners. The queen had an empty 
exchequer, and was at their mercy. It was a moment of high 
ferment. Some of the boldest, and some of the most British 
spirits were at work ; and they, with the malice or wisdom of 
opposition, combined the supply with the succession ; one was 
not to be had without the other. 

This was a moment of great hope and anxiety with the 
Erench court ; they were flattering themselves that her reign 
was touching a crisis; and La Mothe Eenelon, then the 
Erench ambassador at the court of Elizabeth, appears to have 
been busied in collecting hourly information of the warm de- 
bates in the commons, and what passed in their interviews 
v.dth the queen. We may rather be astonished where he 
procured so much secret intelligence ; he sometimes complains 
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that he is not able to acquii'e it as fast as Catherine de 
Medicis and her son Charles IX. wished. There must have 
been Englishmen at our court who were serving as French 
spies. In a private collection, which consists of two or three 
hundred original letters of Charles IX., Catherine de Medicis, 
Henry HI., and Mary of Scotland, &c., I find two de- 
spatches of this French ambassador, entirely relating to the 
present occurrence. What renders them more curious is, that 
the debates on the question of the succession are imperfectly 
given in Sir Symonds D’Ewes’s journals ; the only resource 
open to us. Sir Symonds complains of the negligence of the 
clerk of the commons, who indeed seems to have exerted his 
negligence, whenever it was found most agreeable to the 
court party. 

Previous to the warm debates in the commons, of which 
the present despatch furnishes a lively picture, on Saturday, 
12th October, 1566, at a meeting of the lords of the council, 
held in the queen’s apartment, the Duke of Horfolk, in the 
name of the whole nobility, addressed Elizabeth, urging her 
to settle the suspended points of the succession, and of her 
marriage, which had been promised in the last parliament. 
The queen was greatly angered on the occasion ; she would 
not suffer their urgency on those points, and spoke with 
great animation. “ Hitherto you have had no opportunity to 
complain of me ; I have well governed the country in peace, 
and if a late war of little consequence has broken out, which 
might have occasioned my subjects to complain of me, with 
me it has not originated, but with yourselves, as truly I be- 
lieve. Lay your hands on your hearts, and blame your- 
selves. In respect to the choice of the succession, not 
one of ye shall have it; that choice I reserve to myself 
alone. I will not be buried while I am living, as my sister 
was. Do I not well know, how during the life of my sister 
every one hastened to me at Hatfield ; I am at present in- 
clined to see no such travellers, nor desire on this your 
advice in any way.* In regard to my marriage, you may 
see enough, that I am not distant from it, and in what 
respects the welfare of the kingdom : go each of you, and 
do your own duty.” 

A curious trait of tlie neglect Queen Mary experienced, wliose life 
being considered very uncertain, sent all the intriguers of a court to Eliza- 
beth, the next heir, although then in a kind of state imprisonment. 



183 


Elizabeth and her Parliament. 


27tJi October, 1566. 

Sire, 

By my last despatch of the 21st instant,^ among other 
matters, I informed yom: majesty of what was said on 
Saturday the 19th as well in parliament, as in the chamber 
of the queen, respecting the circumstance of the succession to 
this crown; since which I have learned other particulars, 
which occurred a little before, and which I will not now 
omit to relate, before I mention what afterwards happened. 

“On Wednesday, the 16th of the present month, the 
comptroller of the queen’s householdf moved, in the lower 
house of parliament, where the deputies of towns and coun- 
ties meet, to obtain a subsidy ; J taking into consideration, 
among other things, that the queen had emptied the exche- 
quer, as well in the late wars, as in the maintenance of her 
ships at sea, for the protection of her kingdom, and her sub- 
jects ; and which expenditure has been so excessive, that it 
could no further be supported without the aid of her good 
subjects, whose duty it was to offer money to her majesty, 
‘even before she required it, in consideration that, hitherto, 
she had been to them a benignant and courteous mistress. 

“ The comptroller having finished, one of the deputies, a 
country gentleman, rose in reply. He said, that he saw no 
occasion, nor any pressing necessity, which ought to move 
her majesty to ask for money of her subjects. And, in regard 
to the wars, which it was said had exhausted her treasury, 
she had undertaken them for herself, as she had thought 
proper ; not for the defence of her kingdom, nor foi* the ad- 
vantage of her subjects ; but there was one thing which 
seemed to him more urgent, and far more necessary to exa- 

^ This despatch is a meagre account, written before the ambassador 
obtained all the information the present letter displays. The chief par- 
ticulars I have preserved above. 

+ By Sir Symonds B’Ewes’s Journal it appears, that the French ambas- 
sador had mistaken the day, Wednesday the 16th, for Thursday the I7th 
of October. The ambassador is afterwards right in the other dates. The 
person who moved the house, whom he calls Le Scindicque de la Moyne” 
was Sir Edward Rogers, comptroller of her majesty’s household. The 
motion was seconded by Sir Vi’iiliam Cecil, who entered more largely into 
the particulars of the queen’s charges, incurred in the defence of N'eW” 
Haven, in France, the repairs of her navy, and the Irish war with O’Neil. 
In. the present narrative we fully discover the spirit of the independent 
members ; and, at its close, that part of the secret history of Elizabeth 
vliich so powerfully developes her majestic character. 

X The original says, *‘ung subside de quatro solz pour liure.” 
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mine concerning this campaign ; which was, how the money 
raised by the late subsidy had been spent ; and that every one 
who had had the handling of it should produce their accounts, 
that it might be known if the monies had been well or ill spent. 

“ On this, rises one named Mr. JBascke,^ purveyor of the 
marine, and also a member of the said parliament; who 
shows that it was most necessary that the commons should 
vote the said subsidies to her majesty, who had not only been 
at vast charges, and was so daily, to maintain a great number 
of ships, but also in building new ones ; repeating what the 
comptroller of the household had said, that they ought not to 
wait till the queen asked for supplies, but should make a 
voluntary older of their services. 

‘‘ Another country gentleman rises and replies, that the 
said Basclie had certainly his reasons to speak for the queen 
in the present case, since a great deal of her majesty’s monies 
for the providing of ships passed through his hands ; and the 
more he consumed, the greater was his profit. According to 
his notion, there were but too many purveyors in this king- 
dom, whose noses had grown so long, that they stretched 
from London to the west.f It was certainl}’' proper to know 
if all they levied by their commission for the present cam- 
paign was entirely emifioyed to the queen’s profit. I^othing 
further was debated on that day. 

“ The Friday following when the subject of the subsidj 
was renewed, one of the gentlemen-deputies showed, that the 
queen having pnayedj for the last subsidy, had promised, and 
pledged her faith to her subjects, that after that one she 
never more would raise a single penny on them ; and pro- 
mised even to free them from the wine-duty, of which pro- 
mise they ought to press for the performance ; adding, that it 
was far more necessary for this kingdom to speak concerning 

* This gentleman’s name does not appear in Sir Symonds D’Ew^s’s 
Journal. Mons. Le Mothe Feuelon has, however, the uncommon merit, 
contrary to tho custom of his nation, of writing an English name somewhat 
recognisable ; for Edward Basche was one of the general surveyors of the 
victualling of the queen’s ships, 15^3, as I find in the Lansdowne MSS., 
vol. s-vi. art. 69. ■ ^ 

t In the original, ‘*Ils ancient le nez si long qu’il s’estendoit despuis 
Xondres jusques an pays d’West.” 

t This term is remarkable. In the original, * ‘ La Jloyne ayant 
which in Cotgrave’s Dictionary, a contemporary work, is explained by, — 
To get by praior, obtain by suit, compass by iutreaty, procure by request.” 
’This significant expression conveys the real notion of this venerable Whig, 
before Whiggism had received a denomination, and formed a pai-ty. 
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an heir or successor to their crown, and of her marriage, than 
of a subsidy. 

‘‘ The next da}’’, which was Saturday the 19th, they all be- 
gan, with the exception of a single voice, a loud outcry for 
the succession. Amidst these confused voices and cries, one 
of the council prayed them to have a little patience, and with 
time they should be satisfied; but that, at this moment, 
other matters pressed, — it was necessary to satisfy the queen 
about a subsidy. ‘ITo! no 1 ’ cried the deputies, ^ we are ex- 
pressly charged not to grant anything until the queen re- 
solvedly answers that which we now ask : and we require you 
to inform her majesty of our intention, which is such as we 
are commanded to by all the towns and subjects of this king- 
dom, whose depiities we are. We further require an act, or 
acknowledgment, of our having delivered this remonstrance, 
that we may satisfy our respective towns and counties that 
we have performed our charge.’ They alleged for an excuse, 
that if they had omitted any part of this, their heads tootild 
answer for it. We shall see what will come of this.^ 

“ Tuesday the 22nd, the principal lords, and the bishops of 
London, York, Winchester, and Durham, went together, after 
dinner, from the parliament to the queen, whom they found 
in her- private apartment. There, after those who were pre- 
sent had retired, and they remained alone with her, the great 
treasurer having the precedence in age, spoke first in the 
name of all. He opened, by saying, that the commons had 
required them to, unite in one sentiment and agreement, to 
solicit her majesty to give her answer as she had promised, to ' 
appoint a successor to the crown ; declaiing it was necessity 
that compelled them to urge this point, that they might pro- , 
vide against the dangers which might happen to the king- 
dom, if they continued without the security they asked. This 
been the custom of her royal predecessors, to provide long 
'^forehand for the succession, to preserve the peace of the 
■kingdom ; that the commons were all of one opinion, and so 
resolved to settle the succession before they would speak about 
a subsidy, or any other matter whatever ; that, hitherto, 
nothing but the most trivial discussions had passed in parlia- 
ment, and so great an assembly was only wasting their time, 
aUd saw themselves entirely useless. They, however, sup- 
plicated her majesty, that she would he pleased to declare her 

, The dPreucli ambassador, no doubt, flattered himself and his master;, 

' that all this “ i:)arlance” could only close in insurrection and civil war. 
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will on this point, or at once to put an end to the parliament, 
so that every one might retire to his home. 

“ The Duke of Norfolk then spoke, and, after him, everyone 
of the other lords, according to his rank, holding the same 
language in strict conformity with that of the great treasurer. 

The queen returned no softer answer than she had on the 
preceding Saturday, to another party of the same company ; 
saying that ‘ The commons were very rebellious, and that 
they had not dared to have attempted such things during the 
life of her father ; that it was not for them to impede her 
affairs, and that it did not become a subject to compel the 
sovereign. What they asked was nothing less than wishing 
her to dig her grave before she was dead.’ Addressing her- 
self to the lords, she said, ‘ My lords, do what you will ; as 
. for myself, I shall do nothing but according to my pleasure. 
All the resolutions which you may make can have no force 
without my consent and authority ; besides, what you desire 
is an affair of much too great importance to be declared to a 
knot of hare-brains.^ I will take counsel with men who un- 
derstand justice and the laws, as I am deliberating to do : I 
will choose half-a-dozen of the most able I can find in my 
kingdom for consultation, and after having their advice, I will 
then discover to you my will.’ On this she dismissed them 
in great anger. 

By this, sire, your majesty may perceive that this queen 
is every day ti’ying new inventions to escape from this passage 
(that is, on fixing her marriage, or the succession). She 
thinks that the Duke of Norfolk is principally the cause of 
this insisting, t which one person and the other stand to ; and 
is so angried against him, that, if she can find any decent pre- 
text to arrest him, I think she will not fail to do it ; and he 
himself, as I understand, has already very little doubt of tMs. J 

* la the original, “A ang tas de cerveaalx si legieres.” 

+ The word in the original is insistence; an expressive word as used hy t 
the Trench ambassador ; but which JBoyeVy in Ms Dictionary, doubtS'- ^ 
whether it be French, although he gives a modem authority ; the present 
is much more ancient. 

X The Duke of Norfolk was, “ without comparison, the first subject in 
England ; and the qualities of his mind corresponded with his high station,” 
says Hume. He closed his career, at length, the victim of love and 
ambition, in his attempt to marry the Scottish Mary. So great and 
honourable a man could only be a criminal by halves ; and, to such, the 
scaflbld, and not the throne, is reserved, when they engage in enterprises, 
which, by their secrecy, in the eyes of a jealous sovereign, assume the form 
and the guilt of a conspiracy. 
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The duke told the earl of Northumberland, that the queen 
remained steadfast to her own opinion, and would take no 
other advice than her own, and would do everything herself.” 

The storms in our parliament do not necessarily end in 
political shipwrecks, whenever the head of the government is 
an Elizabeth. She, indeed, sent down a prohibition to the 
house from all debate on the subject. But when she dis- 
covered a spirit in the commons, and language as bold as her 
own royal style, she knew how to revoke the exasperating, 
prohibition. She even charmed them by the manner ; for the 
commons returned her ‘‘prayers and thanks,” and accom- 
panied them with a subsidy. Her majesty found by expe- 
rience, that the present, like other passions, was more easily 
calmed and quieted by following than resisting, observes Sir 
Symonds D’Ewes. 

The wisdom of Elizabeth, however, did not weaken her in- 
trepidity. The struggle was glorious for both parties ; but 
how she escaped through the storm which her mysterious 
conduct had at once raised and quelled, the sweetness and the 
sharpness, the commendation and the reprimand of her noble 
speech in closing the parliament, are told by Hume with the 
usual felicity of his narrative.* 


ANECDOTES OF PEINCE HENEY, THE SON OF JAMES I., 
WHEN A CHILD. 

Bethce Heivrt, the son of J ames I., whose premature death 
was lamented by the people, as well as by poets and histo- 
rians, unquestionably would have proved an heroic and mili- 
tary character. Had he ascended the throne, the whole face 
of our history might have been changed ; the days of Agin- 
court and Cressy had been revived, and Henry IX. had 
rivalled Henry Y. It is remarkable that Prince Henry re- 
sembled that monarch in his features, as Ben Jonson has truly 
recorded, though in a complimentary verse, and as we may 
see by his picture, among the ancient English ones at Dul- 
wich College. Merlin, in a masque by Jonson, addi*esses 
Prince Henry, 

Yet rests that otter thunderbolt of war, 

Harry the Fifth. ; to whom in face you are 
So like, as fate would have you so in worth. 


* Hume, vol. v. c. 39j at the close of 3566. 
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A youtli who perished in his eighteenth year has furnished 
the subject of a volume, which even the deficient animation 
of its writer has not deprived of attraction.^' If the juvenile 
age of Prince Henry has proved such a theme for our admira- 
tion, we may he curious to learn what this extraordinary 
youth was even at an earlier period. Authentic anecdotes of 
children are rare ; a child has seldom a biographer by his side. 
We have indeed been recently treated with “ Anecdotes of 
Children,’’ in the “ Practical Education” of the literary family 
of the Edgeworths ; but we may presume that as Mr. Edge- 
worth delighted in pieces of curious machinery in his house, 
these automatic infants, poets, and metaphysicians, of whom 
afterwards we have heard no more, seem to have resembled 
other automata, moving without any native impulse. 

Prince Henry, at a very early age, not exceeding five years, 
evinced a thoughtfulness of chai'acter, extraordinary in a child. 
Something in the formation of this early character may be 
.attributed to the Countess of Mar. This lady had been the 
nurse of Janies I., and to her care the king intrusted the 
prince. She is described in a manuscript of the times, as “ an 
ancient, \irtuous, and severe lady, who was the prince’s go- 
verness from his cradle.” At the age of five years the prince 
was consigned to his tutor, Mr. (afterwards Sir) Adam New- 
ton, a man of leaiming and capacity, whom the prince at 
length chose for his secretary. The severity of the old 
countess, and the strict discipline of his tutor, were not re- 
ceived without affection and reverence ; although not at times 
without a shrewd excuse, or a turn of pleasantry, which latter 
faculty the princely boy seems to have possessed in a very 
high degree. 

The prince early attracted the attention and excited the 
hopes of those who were about his person. A manuscript 
narrative has been preserved, which was written by one who 
tells us, that he was “ an attendant upon the prince’s person 
since he was under the age* of three years, having always dili- 
gently observed his disposition, behaviour, and speeches.”t 
It was at the earnest desire of Lord and Lady Lumley that 
the writer of these anecdotes drew up this relation. The 
manuscript is without date ; but as Lord Lumley died in 
April, 1609, and leaving no heir, his library was then pur- 
chased for the prince, Henry could not have reached his 


* Dr. BircPs Life of this Prince. 


t Hjaieian MS., 6391. 
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fifteenth year; this manuscript was evidently composed 
earlier: so that the latest anecdotes could not have occurred 
beyond his thirteenth or fourteenth year, — a time of life 
when few children can furnish a curious miscellany about 
themselves. 

The writer set down every little circumstance he consi- 
dered worth noticing, as it occurred. I shall attempt a sort 
of arrangement of the most interesting, to show, by an unity 
of the facts, the characteristic touches of the mind and dis- 
positions of the princely boy. 

Prince Henry in his childhood rarely wept, and endured 
pain without a groan. When a boy wrestled with him in 
earnest, and threw him, he was not “ seen to whine or weep 
at the hurt.” His sense of justice was early; for when his 
playmate the little Earl of Mar ill-treated one of his pages, 
Henry reproved his puerile friend : “ I love you because you 
ai'e my lord’s son and my cousin ; but, if you be not better 
conditioned, I will love such an one better,” naming the 
child that had complained of him. 

The first time he vrent to the town of Stirling, to meet 
the king, obser’ving without the gate of the town a stack of 
corn, it fancifully struck him with the shape of the top he 
used to play with, and the child exclaimed, “ That’s a good 
top.” ‘‘ Why do you not then play with it ?” he was an- 
swered. “ Set you it up for me, and I will play with it.’^ 
This is just the fancy which we might expect in a lively 
cloild, with a shrewdness in the retort above its years. 

His martial character was perpetually discovering itself. 
When asked what instrument he liked best, he answered, “ a 
trumpet.” We are told that none could dance with more 
grace, but that he never delighted in dancing ; while he per- 
formed his heroical exercises with pride and delight, more 
particularly when before the king, the constable of Castile, 
and other ambassadors. He was instructed by his master to 
handle and toss the pike, to march and hold himself in ' an 
affected style of stateliness, according to the martinets of 
those days ; hut he soon rejected such petty and artificial 
fashions ; yet to show that this dislike arose from no want Of 
skill in a trifling accomplishment, he would sometimes resume 
it Only to laugh at it, and instantly return to his own natural 
demeanour. On one of these occasions, one of these mar- 
tinets observing that they could never be good soldiers 
unless they always kept true order and measure in marching, 
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"What then must they do,” cried Henry, "when they wade 
through a swift-running water ?” In all things freedom of 
action from his own native impulse he preferred to the set- 
tled rules of his teachers ; and when his physician told him 
that he rode too fast, he replied, " Must *"1 ride by rules 
of physic?” When he was eating a cold capon in cold 
weather, the physician told him that that was not meat for 
the weather. "You may see, doctor,” said Henry, “that 
my cook is no astronomer.” And when the same physician, 
observing him eat cold and hot meat together, protested 
against it, “ I cannot mind that now,? said the royal boy, 
facetiously, " though they should have run at tilt together in 
my belly.” 

His national affections were strong. When one reported 
to Henry that the King of Prance had said that his bastard, 
as well as the bastard of Hormandy, might conquer England, 
the princely boy exclaimed, " I’ll to cuffs with him, if he go 
about any such means.” There was a dish of jelly before 
the prince, in the form of a crown, with three lilies"; and a 
kind of buffoon, whom the prince used to banter, said to the 
prince that that dish was worth a crown. "Ay !”• exclaimed 
the future English hero, “ I would I had that crown!” — "It 
would be a great dish,” rejoined the buffoon. “ How can 
that be,” rejoined the prince, "since yon value it but a 
crown?” When James I. asked him whether he loved 
Englishmen or Frenchfiien better, he replied, “ Englishmen, 
because he was of kindred to more noble persons of England 
than of Prance;” and when the king inquired whether he 
loved the English or the Germans better, he replied the 
English ; on which the king observing that his mother was 
a* German, the prince replied, " ‘ Sir, you have the wyte 
thereof;’ — a northern speech,” adds the writer, "which is as 
much as to say, — ^you are the cause thereof,” 

Born in Scotland, and heir to the crown of England at a 
time when the mutual jealousies of the two nations were 
running so high, the boy often had occasion to express the 
unity of affection which was really in his heart. Being 
questioned by a nobleman, whether, after his father, he had 
rather be king of England or Scotland, he asked, “ Which of 
them was befc.t?” Being answered, that it was England; 
"'‘Then,” said the Scottish-born prince, "would I have 
both 1” And once, in reading this verse in Virgil, 

Tros Tyriusve mihi nullo discrimine agetnr. 
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the boy said he would make use of that verse for himselfy 
with a slight alteration, thus, 

Anglus Scotusve mihi nullo discrimine agetur. 

He was careful to keep alive the same feeling in another 
part of the British dominions ; and the young prince appears 
to have been regarded with great affection by the Welsh ; 
for when once the prince asked a gentleman at what mark he 
should shoot, the courtier pointed with levity at a Welshman 
who was present. “Will you see, then,” said the princely 
boy, “how I will sliogt at Welshmen?” Turning his back 
from him, the prince shot his arrow in the air. When a 
Welshman, who had taken a large carouse, in the fulness of 
his heart and his head, said in the presence of the king, that 
the prince should have 40,000 Welshmen, to wait upon him 
against any king in Christendom; the king, not a little 
jealous, hastily inquhed, “ To do what ?” The little prince 
turned away the momentary alarm by his facetiousness ; “ To 
cut off the heads of 40,000 leeks.” 

His bold and martial character was discoverable in minute 
circumstances like these.’ Eating in the king’s presence a dish 
of milk, the king asked him why he ate so much child’s 
meat. “Sir, it is also man’s meat,” Henry replied; and 
inomediately after having fed heartily on a partridge, the 
king observed that that meat would make him a coward, 
according to the prevalent notions of the age respecting diet ; 
to which the young prince replied, “though it he but a 
cowardly fowl, it sbdl not make me a coward.” Once taking 
strawberries with two spoons, when one might have sufficed, 
our infant Mars gaily exclaimed, “ The one I use as a rapier 
and the other as a dagger!” 

Adam Hewton appears to have filled his office as preceptor 
with no servility to the capricious fancies of the princely 
boy. Desirous, however, of cherishing the generous spirit 
and playful humour of Henry, his tutor encouraged a free* 
dom of jesting with him, which appears to have been carried 
at times to a degree of momentary hritability on the side of 
the tutor, by the keen humour of the boy. While the royal 
pupil held his master in equal reverence and affection, the 
gaiety of his temper sometimes twitched the equability or 
the gravity of the preceptor. When Hewton, wishing to 
set an example to the prince in heroic exercises, one day 
practised the, pike, and tossing it with such little skill as 
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to have failed in the attempt, the young prince telling him 
of his failure, Newton obviously lost his temper, observing, 
that “ to find fault was an evil humour.” “ Master, I take 
the humour of you.” “It becomes not a prince,” observed 
Newton. “ Then,” retorted the young prince, “ doth it worse 
become a prince’s master!” Some of these harmless bicker- 
ings are amusing. When his tutor, playing at shuffle-board 
with the prince, blamed him for changing so often, and taking 
up a piece, threw it on the board, and missed his aim, 
the prince smilingly exclaimed, “ Well thrown, master ;” on 
which the tutor, a little vexed, said “ he would not strive 
with a prince at shuffle-board.” Henry observed, “ Yet you 
gownsmen should be best at such exercises, which are not 
meet for men who are more stirring.” The tutor, a little 
irritated, said, “ I am meet for whipping of boys.” “ You 
vaunt, then,” retorted the prince, “ that which a ploughman 
or cart-driver can do better than you.” “ I can do more,” 
said the tutor, “for I can govern foolish children.” On 
which the prince, who, in his respect for his tutor, did not 
care to carry the jest farther, rose from the table, and in a 
low voice to those near him said, “ he had need be a wise man 
that could do that.” Newton was sometimes severe in his 
chastisement ; for when the prince was playing at goff, and 
having warned his tutor, who was standing by in conversa- 
tion, that he was going to strike the ball, and having lifted 
up the goff-club, some one observing, “ Beware, sir, that you 
hit not Mr. Newton!” the prince drew back the club, but 
smilingly observed, “Had I done so, I had but paid my 
debts.” At another time, when he was amusing himself with 
the sports of a child, his tutor wishing to draw him to more 
manly exercises, amongst other things, said to him in good 
humour, “God send you a wise wife!” “That she may 
govern you and me!” said the prince. The tutor observed,, 
that “ he had one of his own ;” the prince replied, “ But 
mine, if I have one, would govern your wife, and by that 
means would govern both you and me!” Henry, at this 
early age, excelled in a quickness of reply, combined with 
reflection, which marks the precocity of his intellect. His 
tutor having laid a wager with the prince that he could 
not refrain from standing with his hack to the fire, and 
seeing him forget himself once or twice, standing in that 
posture, the tutor said, “Sir, the wager is won, you have 
failed twice.” “Master,” replied Henry, “Saint Peter’s cock 
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crew thrice ,*’ — K musician having played a voluntary in his 
presence, was requested to play the «ame again, “ I could 
not for the kingdom of Spain,** said the musician, “ for this 
were harder than for a preacher to repeat word by word a ser- 
mon that he had not learned by rote,” A clergyman standing 
by, observed that he thought a preacher might do that: 
“ Perhaps,” rejoined the young prince, for a bishopric !” 

The natural facetiousness of his temper appears frequently 
in the good humour with which the little prince was accus- 
tomed to treat his domestics. He had two of opposite cha- 
racters, who were frequently set by the ears for the sake of 
the sport; the one, Murray, nicknamed “the tailor,” loved 
his liquor ; and the other was a stout “ trencherman.** The 
king desired the prince to put an end to these broils, and to 
make the men agree, and that the agreement should be 
written and subscribed by both. “ Then,” said the prince, 
“must the drunken tailor subscribe it with chalk, for he 
cannot write his name, and then I will make them agree upon 
this condition — that the trencherman shall go into the cellar, 
and drink with Will Murray, and Will Murray shall make a 
great wallet for the trencherman to carry his victuals in.” — 
One of his servants having put the prince’s finger, and sucked 
out the blood with his mouth, that it might heal the more 
easily, the young prince, who expressed no displeasure at the 
accident, said to him pleasantly, “ If, which God forbid 1 my 
father, myself, and the rest of his kindred should fail, you 
might claim the crown, for you have now in you the blood- 
royal.” — Our little prince once resolved on a hearty game of 
play, and for this purpose onl}'' admitted his young gentlemen, 
and excluded the men : it happened that an old servant, not 
aware of the injunction, entered the apartment, on which the 
prince told him he might play too ; and when the prince was 
asked why he admitted this old man rather than the other 
men, he rejoined, “ Because he had a right to be of their 
number, for Seneoa Us picer,^^ 

Nor was Henry susceptible of gross flattery, for when once 
he wore white shoes, and one said that he longed to kiss his 
foot, the prince said to the fawning courtier, “ Sir, I am not 
the pope;” the other replied that “he would not kiss the 
pope’s foot, except it were to bite off his great toe ” The 
prince gravely rejoined : “ At Borne you would be glad to kiss 
his foot and forget the rest.” 

It was then the mode, when the king or the piince 
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travelled, to sleep with their suite at the houses of the nobi- 
lity ; and the loyalty and zeal of the host were usually dis- 
played in the reception given to the royal guest. It happened 
tliat in one of these excursions the prince’s servants complained 
that they had been obliged to go to bed supperless, through 
the pinching parsimony of the house, which the little prince 
at the time of hearing seemed to take no great notice of. The 
next morning the lady of the house coming to pay lier respects 
to him, she found him turning over a volume that had many 
pictures in it ; one of which was a painting of a company 
sitting at a banquet: this he showed her. I invite you, 
madam, to a feast.” “ To what feast ?” she asked. “ To 
this feast,” said the boy. “ What ! would your highness 
give me but a painted feast ?” Fixing his eye on her, he 
said, ‘‘ IsTo better, madam, is found in this house.” There 
was a delicacy and greatness of spirit in this ingenious repri- 
mand far excelling the wit of a child. 

According to this anecdote- writer, it appears that James 
the First probably did not delight in the martial dispositions 
of his son, whose habits and opinions were, in all respects, 
forming themselves opposite to his own tranquil and literary 
character. The writer says, that “ his inajcst}^, with the 
tokens of love to him, would sometimes interlace sharp 
speeches, and .other demonstrations of fatherly severity.” 
Henry, who however lived, though he died earljq to become 
a’ patron of ingenious men, and a lover of genius, was lilmself 
at least as much enamoured of the pike as of the pen. The 
king, to rouse him to study, told him, that if ha did not apply 
more diligently to his book, his brother, duke Charles, who 
seemed already attached to study, would prove more able for 
government and for the cabinet, and that himself would be 
only lit for field exercises and military affairs. To his father, 
the little prince made no reply ; hut when his tutor one day 
reminded him of what his father had said, to stimulate our 
young prince to literary diligence, Henry asked, Vvdicther 
he thought his brother would prove so good a scholar. His 
tutor replied that he was likely to prove so. ^ Then,’ re- 
joined our little prince, * will I make Charles Archbishop 
of Canterbury.’ ” 

Our Henry was devoutly pious, and rigid in never per- 
mitting before him any licentious language or manners. It 
is well known that James the First had a habit of swearing, 
—expletives in conversation, which, in truth, only expressed 

VOX/. II. o 
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the warmth of his feelings ; hut in. that age, when Puritanism 
had already possessed half the nation, an oath was considered 
as nothing short of blasphemy. Henry once made a keen 
allusion to this verbal frailty of his father’s ; for when he 
was told that some hawks were to be sent to him, but it was 
thought that the king would intercept some of them, he re- 
plied, “ He may do as he pleases, for he shall not be put to 
the oath for the matter.” The king once asking him what 
were the best verses he had learned in the first book of Virgil, 
Henry answered, “ These : — 

‘ Rex erat iEneas notis, quo justior alter 
Nec pietate fuit, nec bello major et armis.’ 

Such are a few of the jouerile anecdotes of a prince who 
died in early youth, gleaned from a contemporary manuscript, 
by an eye and ear witness. The}^ are trifles, but trifles con- 
secrated by his name. They are genuine ; and the philosopher 
knows how to value the indications of a great and heroic 
character. There are among them some which may occasion 
an inattentive reader to forget that they are all the speeches 
and the actions of a child ! 


THE EIAEY OF A MASTER OP THE CEREMONIES. 

Or court-etiquette few are acquainted with the mysteries, 
and still fewer have lost themselves in its labyiinth of forms. 
Whence its origin ? Perhaps from those grave and courtly 
Italirais, who, in their petty pompous courts, made the whole 
business of their effeminate days consist ixi jiunciilios ; and, 
\vanting realities to keep themselves alive, affected the mere 
shadows of life and action, in a world bf these mockeries of 
state. It suited well the genius of a people who boasted of 
elementary works to teach how affronts were to be given, and 
how to be taken ; and who had some reason to pride them- 
selves in producing the Gortegiano of Castiglione, and the 
Galateo of Della Casa. They carried this refining temper 
into the most trivial circumstances, when a court was to be 
the theatre, and monarchs and their representatives the 
actors. Precedence, and other honorary discriminations, 
establish the useful distinctions of ranks, and of individuals ; 
but their minuter court forms, subtilised by Italian conceits, 
with an erudition of precedents, and a logic of nice distinc- 
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tions, imparted a mock dignity of science to the solemn fop- 
peries of a master of the ceremonies, who exhausted all the 
faculties of his soul on the equiponderance of the first place 
of inferior degree with the last of a superior ; who turned into 
a political contest the placing of a chair and a stool j made a 
reception at the stairs’-head, or at the door, raise a clash 
between two rival nations ; a visit out of time require a nego- 
tiation of three months ; or an awkward invitation produce 
a sudden fit of sickness ; while many a rising antagonist, in 
the formidable shapes of ambassadors, were ready to despatch 
a courier to their courts, for the omission or neglect of a 
single punctilio. The pride of nations, in pacific times, has 
only these means to maintain their jealousy of power ; yet 
should not the people be grateful to the sovereign who con- 
fines his campaigns to his drawing-room : whose field-marshal 
is a tripping master of the ceremonies ; whose stratagems are 
only to save the inviolability of court-etiquette ; and whose 
battles of peace are only for precedence ? 

When the Earls of Holland and Carlisle, our ambassadox’s 
extraordinary to the court of France, in 1624, were at Paris, 
to treat of the marriage of Charles with Henrietta, and to 
join in a league against Spain, before they showed their pro- 
positions, they were desirous of ascertaining in what manner 
Cardinal Kichelieu would receive them. The Marquis of 
Ville-aux-Clers was employed in this negotiation, which 
appeared at least as important as the mandage and the league. 
He brought for answer, that the cardinal would receive them 
as he did the ambassadors of the Emperor and the King of 
Spain ; that he could not give them the right hand in his 
own house, because he never honoured in this way those 
ambassadors; but that, in reconducting them out of his 
room, he would go ^rther than he was accustomed to do, pro- 
vided that they would permit him to cover this unusual pro- 
ceeding with a pretext, that the others might not draw any 
consequences from it in their favour. Our ambassadors did 
not disapprove of this expedient, but they begged time to 
receive the instructions of his majesty. As this would create 
a considerable delay, they proposed another, which would set 
at rest, for the moment, the punctilio, ^ They observed, that 
if the cardinal would feign himself sick, they would go to 
see him: on which the cardinal immediately went to bed, 
and an interview, so important to both nations, took place, 
and articles of great difiiculty were discussed by the cardinal’s 
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bedside ! When the Nuncio Spada would have made the 
cardinal jealous of the pretensions of the English ambassadors, 
and reproached him with yielding his precedence to them, the 
cardinal denied this. “I never go before them, it is true, but 
likewise I never accompany them ; I wait for them only in 
the chamber of audience, either seated in the most honour- 
able place, or standing till the table is ready : I am always 
the first to speak, and the first to be seated ; and besides, I 
have never chosen to return their visit, which has made the 
Earl of Carlisle so outrageous.”^ 

Such was the ludicrous gravity of those court etiquettes, or 
pimetilios, combined with political consequences, of 'which I 
am now to exhibit a picture. 

When James the First ascended the throne of his united 
kingdoms, and promised himself and the world long halcyon 
days of peace, foreign princes, and a long train of ambas- 
sadors from every European power, resorted to the English 
court. The pacific monarch, in emulation of an office which 
aheady existed in the courts of Europe, created that of Mas- 
tee OE THE Ceeemohies, after the mode of France, observes 
Eoger Ooke.t This was now found necessary to preserve the 
state, and allay the perpetual jealousies of the representatives 
of their sovereigns. The first officer was Sir Lewis Lewknor, J 
with an assistant, Sir John Finett, who at length succeeded 
him, under Charles the First, and seems to have been more 
amply blest with the genius of the place ; his soul doted on 
the honour of the office ; and in that age of peace and of cere- 
mony, we may he astonished at the subtilty of his inventive 
shifts and contrivances, in quieting that school of angry and 
rigid hoys whom he had under his care — ^the ambassadors of 
Europe ! 

Sir John Finett, like a man of genius in office, and living 
too in an age of diaries, has not resisted the pleasant labour 
of perpetuating his own narrative. § He has told every cir- 

^ La Vie de Card. Eichelieu, anonymous, but written by J. Le Clerc, 
1695, vol. i. pp. 116 — 125. 

t A Detection of tbe Court and State of England,” vol. i. p. 13. 

t Stowe’s Annals, p. 824. 

§ I give tbe title of this rare volume. “Finetti Philoxensis : Some 
choice Observations of Sir John Finett, Knight, and Master of the Cere- 
monies to the two last Kings ; touching the reception and precedence, the 
treatment and audience, the punctilios and contests of forren ambassadors 
in England. Lerjati- ligaiit Muvdimi. 1656,” This very curious diary 
was published after tEte author’s death by his fiiend James Howell, the 
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cumstance, with a chronological exactitude, which passed in 
his province as master of the ceremonies ; and when we con- 
sider that he was a busy actor amidst the whole diplomatic 
corps, we shall not be siirprised by discovering, in this small 
volume of great curiosity, a vein of secret and authentic his- 
tory ; it throws a new light on many important events, in 
which the historians of the times are deheient, who had not 
the kno\vledge of this assiduous observer. But my present 
purpose is not to treat Sir John with all the ceremonious 
lounclilios, of which he was himself the arbiter ; nor to 
quote him on grave subjects, which future historians may 
well do. 

This volume contains the rupture of a morning, and the 
peace-makings of an evening’ ; sometimes it tells of “ a clash 
between the Savoy and Florence ambassadors for precedence 
— now of questions betwixt the Imperial and Venetian 

ambassadors, conceiming titles and visits , how they were to 
address one another, and wlio was to paj^ the first visit ! — 
then “tlio Frenchman takes about This 

historian of tlie levee now records, “that the French 
ambassador gets ground of the Spanish but soon alter, so 
eventful were these drawing-room polities, that a day of festi- 
val has passed away in suspense, while a privy council has 
been hastily summoned, to inquire wh/ the French ambas- 
sador had “ a deduction of rheum in his teeth, besides a lit 
of the ague,” although he hoped to be present at the same 
festival next year ! or being invited to a mask, declared “his^ 
stomach would not agree with cold meats “ thereby point- 
ing” (shrewdly observes Sir John) “at the invitation and 
presence of the Spanish ambassador, who, at the mask the 
ChristiMs before, bad appeared in the first place.” 

Sometimes we discover our master of the ceremonies dis- 
entangling himself and the lord chamberlain from the most 
provoking pjerplexities by a clever and civil lie. Thus it 
happened, when the Muscovite ambassador would not yield 
precedence to the French nor Spaniard. On tiiLs occasion, Sir 
John, at his wits’ end, contrived an obscure situation, in which 
the Euss imagined he was highly honoured, as there he 

^yel^kno^vn writer ; and Oldys, wliose literary ciiriority scarcely anything 
in our domestic iiierature has escaped, has ajiadyscd the volume ^^ith his 
acGUstoined care. He mentions that there was a inanuscvipb in heing, 
more full tliaii the one published, of which I have not been able to learn 
farther. — Brlihh Librarian, p. 163. 
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^iijoyed.^>full sight of the king’s face, though he could see 
nothing the entertainment itself ; while the other ambas- 
sadors were so kind as “ not to take exception,” not caring 
about the Eussian, from the remoteness of his country, and 
the little interest that court then had in Europe ! But Sir 
John displayed even a bolder invention when the Muscovite, 
at his reception at Whitehall, complained that only one lord 
was in waiting at the stairs’ -head, while no one had met him 
in the court-yard. Sir John assured him that in England it 
was considered a greater honour to be received by one lord 
than by two ! 

Sir John discovered all his acumen in the solemn, investiga- 
tion of “AYhich was the upper end of the table?” Argu- 
ments and inferences were deduced from precedents quoted ; 
but as precedents sometimes look contrar}^ ways, this affair 
might still have remained suh judice, had not Sir John 
oracularly pronounced that ‘4n spite of the chimneys in 
England, where the best man sits, is that end of the table.” 
Sir John, indeed, would often take the most enlarged view of 
things ; as when the Spanish ambassador, after himting with ' 
the king at Theobalds, dined with his majesty in the privy- 
chamber, his son Don Antonio dined in the council-chamber 
with some of the king’s attendants. Don Antonio seated 
himself on a stool at th^ end of the table, “ One of the * 
gentlemen-ushers took exception at this, being, he said, 
irregular and unusual, that place being ever wont to be 
reserved empty for state P’ In a word, no person in the 
world was ever to sit on that stool ; but Sir John, holding a 
conference before he chose to disturb the Spanish grandee, 
hiially determined that “ this was the sitpersHtion of a gen- 
tleman-usher, and it was therefore neglected.” Thus Sir 
John could, at a critical moment, exert a more liberal spirit, 
ai^d risk an empty stool against a little ease and quiet ; which 
were no common occurrences with that martyr of state, a 
master of ceremonies ! 

But Sir John, — ^to me he is so entertaining a personage that 
I do not cai'e to get rid of him, — had to overcome diffi- 
culties which stretched his line genius on tenter-hooks. 
Once — rarely did the like unlucky accident happen to the 
waj^ master of the ceremonies — did Sir John exceed the 
civility of his instructions, or rather his half-instructions. 
Being sent to invite the Dutch ambassador and the States’ 
commissioners, then a young and new government, to the 
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ceremonies of St. George’s clay, they inquired whetlier tliey 
should have the same respect paid to them as other ambas- 
sadors ? The bland Sir John, out of the milkiness of his 
blood, said he doubted it not. As soon, however, as he 
returned to the lord chamberlain, he discovered that he had 
been sought for up and down, to stop the invitation. The 
lord chamberlain said Sir J olm had exceeded his commission, 
if he had invited the Dutchmen ^^to stand in the closet of 
the queen’s side ; because tlie Spanish ambassador would never 
endui’e them so near him, where there was hut a thin wainscot 
hoard between, and a loindoio which might he opened /” Sir 
John said gently, he had done no otherwise than he had been 
desired ; which however the lord chamberlain, in part, denied, 
(cautious and civil!) “and. I was not so unmannerly as to 
contest against,” (supple, but uneasy!) This afi'air ended 
miserably for the poor Dutchmen. Those new republicans 
were then regarded with the most jealous contempt by all tht^ 
ambassadors, and Vy^-ere just venturing on their first dancing- 
steps, to move among crowned heads. The Dutch now 
resolved not to be present ; declaring they had just received 
an imjent invitation, from the Earl of Exeter, to dine at 
Wimbledon. A piece of snpereherie to save appeai’ances ; 
probably the happy contrivance of the combined geniuses of 
the lord chamberlain and the master of the ceremonies ! 

I will now exhibit some curious details from these ai’chives 
of fantastical state, and paint a courtly world, where politics 
and civility seem to have been at perpetual variance. 

When the Palatine arrived in England to marry Eliza- 
beth, the only daughter of J ames the Eirst, “ the feasting 
and jollity” of the court were interrupted by the discontent 
of the archduke’s ambassador, of which these were the mate- 
rial points : — 

Sir John waited on him, to honour with his presence the 
solemnity on the second or third days, either to dinner or 
supper, or both. 

The archduke’s ambassador paused : with a troubled coun- 
tenance inquiring whether the Spanish ambassador was 
invited. “ I answered, answerable to my instructions in case 
of such demand, that he was sick, and could not be there. 
He was yesterday, quoth he, so well, as that the offer might 
have very well been made him, and perhaps accepted.” 

To this Sir John replied, that the French and Venetian 
ambassadors holding between them one course of corre- 
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Fpondenco. ar.rl tlie Spanish and the archduke’s another, their 
iiivil.nlor.s liau been usually joint. 

This the archduke’s ambassador denied ; and affirmed that 
the}'' had been separately invited to Masques, &c., but ho had 
never that France had always yielded precedence to the 
archduke’s predecessors, when they were but Dukes of Bur- 
gundy, of which he was ready to produce “ ancient proofs 
and that Yeniee was a mean republic, a sort of burghers, and 
a handful of territory, compared to his monarchical sove- 
reign : — and to all this he added, that 'the Venetian bragged 
of the frequent favours he had received. 

Sir John returns in great distress to the lord chamherlaiii 
and his majesty. A solemn declaration is drawn up, in 
which James 1. most gravely laments that the archduke’s 
ambassador lias taken this offence ; hut his majesty offers 
these most cogent arguments in his own favour : that the 
Venetian had announced to his majesty that his republic had 
ordered his men new liveries on the occasion, an honour, he 
adds, not usual with princes — the Spanish ambassador, not 
finding himself well for the first da}" (because, by the way, 
he did not care to dispute precedence with the Frenchman), 
his majesty eonceivmg that the solemnity of the marriage 
being one coutim’od act through divers days, it admitted 
neither priiis uxor post e^ius ; and then James proves too much, 
hj boldly asserting, that the last clay should be taken for the 
greatest day I — as in other cases, for instance in that of 
Christmas, where Twelfth-day, the last day, is held as the 
greatest. 

But the French and Venetian ambassadors, so envied by 
the Spanish and the archduke’s, were themselves not less 
chary, and crustily fastidious. The insolent Frenchman first 
attempted to take precedence of the Prince of Wales ; and 
the Venetian stood upon this point, that they should sit on 
chairs, though the prince had hut a stool ; and, j^ai-ticularl}’, 
that the carver should not stand before him. ‘‘But,” adds 
Sir John, “neither of them prevailed in their reasonless 
pretences.” 

Nor was it peaceable even at the nuptial dinner, which 
closed with the following catastrophe of etiquette : — 

Sir John having ushered among the countesses the lady of 
ihe..jS’rench ambassador, he left her to the ranging of the lord 
chamberlain, who ordered she should he placed at the table 
next beneath the countesses, and above the baronesses. But 
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lo ! The Viscountess of Effingham standing to her tooinan^s 
right, and possessed already of her proper place (as she called 
it), would not remove lower, so held the hand of the amhas- 
sadrice, till after dinner, when the French ambassador, 
informed of the difference and opposition, called out for *his 
wife’s coach !” With great trouble, the French lady was per- 
suaded to stay, the Countess of Kildare and the Viscountess 
of Haddington making no scruple of yielding their places. 
Sir John, unbending liis gravity, facetiously adds, “ The 
Lady of Effingham, in the interim, forbearing (with rather too 
much than little stomach) both her su23per and her com- 
pany.” This spoilt child of qualit}'-, tugging at the French 
ambassadress to keep her down, mortified to be seated at the 
side of the Frenchwoman that day, frowning and frowned on, 
and going snpperless to bed, passed the wedding-day of the 
Palatine and Princess Elizabeth like a cross girl on a form. 

One of the most subtle of these men of punctilio, and the 
most troublesome, was the Venetian ambassador; for it was 
his particular aptitude to find fault, and pick out jealousies 
among all the others of his body. 

On the marriage of the Earl of Somerset, the Venetian was 
invited to the masque, but not the dinner, as last year the 
reverse had occurred. The Frenchman, who drew always 
with the Venetian, at this moment chose to act by himself on 
the watch of ];recedence, jealous of the Spaniard newly 
arrived. When invited, he inquired if the Spanish ambas- 
sador was to be there ? and humbly heseeched his majesty to 
be excused, from indisposition. We shall now see Sir John 
put into the most lively action by the subtle Venetian. 

I was scarcely back at court with the French ambas- 
sador’s answer, when I was told tliat a gentleman from the 
Venetian ambassador had been to seek me, who, having at 
last found me, said that his lord desired me, that if ever I 
would do him favour, I would take the pains to come to him 
instantly. I, winding the cause to he some new buzz gotten 
into his brain, from some intelligence he had from the French 
of that morning’s proceeding, excused my present coming, 
that I might take further instructions from the lord chamber- 
lain ; wherewith, as soon as I was sufficiently armed, I went 
to the Venetian.” 

But the Venetian would not confer with Sir John, though 
he sent for him in such a hurry, except in presence of his own 
secretary. Then the Venetian desired Sir John to repeat the 
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words of his own imitation, and those also of his own ansioer! 
which poor Sir John actually did ! For he adds, “ I yielded, 
hut not without discovering my insatisfaction to be so 
peremptorily pressed on, as if he had meant to trip me.” 

-The Venetian having thus compelled Sir John to con over 
both invitation and answer, gravely complimented him on his 
correctness to a tittle ! Vet still was the Venetian not in less 
trouble : and now he confessed that the king had given a 
formal invitation to the French ambassador, — and not to 
him ! 

This was a new stage in this important negotiation : it 
tried all the diplomatic sagacity of Sir J ohn to extract a 
discovery ; and which was, that the Frenchman had, indeed, 
conveyed the intelligence secretly to the Venetian. 

Sir John now acknowledged that he had suspected as 
much when he received the message ; and not to be taken by 
‘ surprise, he had come prepared with a long apology, ending, 
for peace sake, with the same formal invitation for the Vene- 
tian. Now the Venetian insisted again that Sir John should 
deliver the invitation in the same precise toords as it had been 
given to the Frenchman. Sir John, with his never-failing 
courtly docility, performed it to a syllable. Whether both 
pai'ties during all these proceedings could avoid moving a 
risible muscle at one another, our grave authority records not. 

The Venetian’s final answer seemed now perfectly satis- 
factory, declaring he would not excuse his absence as the 
Frenchman had, on the most frivolous pretence ; and farther, 
he expressed his high satisfaction with last year’s substan- 
tial testimony of the royal favour, in the public honours con- 
ferred on him, and regretted that the quiet. of his majesty 
should be so frequently disturbed by these punctilios about 
invitations, which so often ‘‘over-thronged his guests at 
the feast.” 

Sir John now imagined that all was happily concluded, and 
was retiring with the sweetness of a dove, and the quietness 
of a mouse, to fly to the lord chamberlain, when behold the 
Venetian would not relinquish his hold, but tm’ned on him 

with the reading of another scruple, et hinc illce laclirymce ! 
asking whether the archduke’s ambassador was also invited f” 
Popr Sir John, to keep himself clear “from categorical 
asseverations,” declared “ he could not resolve him.” . Then 
the Venetian observed, “ Sir John was dissembling 1 and ho, 
hoped and imagined that Sir John had in his instructions, 
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that he was first to have gone to him (the Yenetian), and on 
his return to the archduke’s ambassador.” Matters now 
threatened to be as irreconcileable as ever, for it seems the 
Yenetian was standing on the point of precedency with the 
ai’chduke’s ambassador. The political Sir John, wishing to 
gratify the Yenetian at no expense, adds, “ he thought it ill 
manners to mar a belief of an ambassador’s making,” and so 
allowed him to think that he had been invited before the 
archduke’s ambassador ! 

This Yenetian proved himself to be, to the great torment 
of Sir J ohn, a stupendous genius in his own way ; ever on the 
watch to be treated al 'paro di teste coronate — equal with 
crowned heads; and, when at a tilt, refused being placed 
among the ambassadors of Savoy and the Sbates-general, &c., 
while the Spanish and French ambassadors were seated alone 
on the opposite side. The Yenetian declaimed that this would 
be a diminution of his quality; the first place of an inferior 
degree 'being ever held ivorse than the last of a superior. This 
refined observation delighted Sir John, who dignifies it as an 
axiom, yet afterwards came to doubt it with a sed de hoe 
quaere — query this ! If it be true in politics, it is not so in 
common sense, according to the proverbs of both nations ; for 
the honest English declares, that “ Better be the head of the 
yeomanry than the tail of the gentry;” while the subtle 
Italian has it, “ JEi meglio esser testa di Luccio, che coda di 
Btorione;'*^ “ better be the head of a pike than the tail of a 
sturgeon.” But before we quit Sir John, let us hear him in 
his own words, reasoning with fine critical tact, which he un- 
doubtedly possessed, on right and left hands, but reasoning 
with infinite modesty as well as genius. Hear this sage of 
punctilios, this philosopher of courtesies. 

The Axiom before delivered by the Yenetian ambassador 
judged upon discourse I had with some of understanding, 
to be of value in a distinct company, hut might he otherwise in 
u joint assembly And then Sir John, like a philosophical 

historian, explores some great public event — As at the con- 
clusion of the peace at Yervins (the only part of the peace he 
cared about), the French and Spanish meeting, contended for 
precedence — who should sit at the right hand of the pope’s 
legate : an expedient was found, of sending into France for 
the pope’s nuncio residing there, who, seated at the right 
hand of the said legate (the legate himself sitting at the 
table’s end), the French ambassador being offered the choice 
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of the next place, he took that at the legate’s left; hand, 
leaving the second at the right hand to the Spanish, who, 
taking it, persuaded himself to have the better of it ; sed de 
hoc How modestl}^, jet how shrewdly insinuated ! 

So much, if not too much, of the Diary ol* a Master ol' the 
Ceremonies ; wdiere the important personages strangely con- 
trust with the frivolity and foppcr}^ of their actions. 

By this worlc it appears that all foreign ambassadors were 
entirely entertained, for their diet, lodgings, coaches, with all 
their train, at the cost of the English monarch, and on their 
departure received customary presents of considerable value; 
from 1000 to 5000 ounces of gilt plate ; and in more cases 
tlian one, the meanest complaints were made by the ambas- 
sadors about short allowances. That the foreign ambas- 
sadors in return made presents to the masters of the ceremo- 
nies from thirty to fifty “pieces,” or in plate or jewels ; and 
some so grudgingly, that Sii John Finett often vents his in- 
dignation, and commemorates the indignity. As thus, — on 
one of the Spanish ambassadors-extraordinary waiting at Deal 
for three days. Sir John, “ expecting the wind with the 
patience of an hungry entertainment from a close-handed am- 
bassador, as \\\% 'present to me at his parting from Dover being 
but an old gilt livery pot, that had lo-^t his fellow, not worth 
above twelve pounds, accompanied with two pair of Spanish 
gloves to make it almost thirteen, to my shame and his.” 
When he left this scurvy ambassador-extraordinary to his fate 
aboard the ship, he exults that “ the cross-winds held him 
in the Downs almost a seven-night before they would blow 
him over.” 

From this mode of receiving ambassadors, two inconve- 
niences resulted ; their perpetual jars of punctilio, and them 
singular intrigues to obtain precedence, which so completelv 
harassed the patience of the most pacific sovereign, that James 
was compelled to make groat alterations in his domestic 
comforts, and was perpetually embroiled in the most ridicu- 
lous contests. At length Charles I. perceived the great 
charge of these embassies, ordinary and extraordinary, often 
On frivolous pretences ; and wdth an empty treasury," and an 
uncomplying parliament, he grew less anxious for such 
ruinous honours.^ He gave notice to foreign ambassadors, 

' * Charles I. had, however, adopted them, and long preserved the stateli- 
ness of his court with foreign powers, as appears by these extracts from 
manuscript letters of the time : 
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that he should not any more defray their diet, nor provide 
coaches for them,” &c. This frugal purpose” cost Sir 
John many altercations, who seems to view it as the glory of 
the British monarch being on the wane. The unsettled state 
of Charles was appearing in 1686, by the querulous narrative 
of the master of the ceremonies ; the etiquettes of the court 
were disturbed by the erratic course of its great star ; and the 
master of the ceremonies was reduced to keep blank letters 
to superscribe, and address to any nobleman who was to be 
found, from the absence of the great officers of state. On this 
occasion the ambassador of the Dulce of Mantua, who had 
long desired his parting audience, when the king objected to 
the unfitness of the place he was then in, replied, that, if it 
were under a tree, it should be to him as a palace.” 

Yet although we smile at this science of etiquette and these 
rigid forms of ceremony, when they were altogether dis- 
carded a great statesman lamented them, and found the 
inconvenience and mischief in the political consequences which 
followed their neglect. Charles II., who was no admirer of 
these regulated formalities of court etiquette, seems to have 
broken up the pomp and pride of the former master of the 
ceremonies; and the grave and great chancellor of humait 
nature, as Warburton calls Clarendon, censured and felt all 
the inconveniences of this open intercourse of an ambassador 
with the king. Thus he observed in the case of the Spanish 
ambassador, who, he writes, took the advantage of the 
license of the court, where no rules or formalities wore yet 
established (and to which the king liimself was not enough 
inclined), but all doors open to all persons ; which the ambas- 
sador finding, he made himself a domestic, came to thn king 
at all hours, and spake to him when, and as long as he would, 
without any ceremony, or desirmg an audience according to 

Mr. Mead -writes to Sir M. Stuteville, July 25, 1C29. 

“ His majesty was wont to answer the French anibassador in his owm 
language ; now he speaks in English, aucl by an interpreter. And so doth 
Sir Thomas Edmondes to the French king ; contiary to the ancient custom ; 
so that altho' of late have not equalled them in arms, yet now we shall 
equal them in ceremonies,” 

' ' Oct. 31, 1628. 

‘‘This day fortnight, the States’ ambassador going to visit my lord 
treasurer about some business, whereas his lordship -was wont always to 
bring them hut to the stairs’ head, he then, after a great deal of courteous 
resistance on the ambassadors part, attended him ihrougli the hall and 
court-yard, even to the veiy boot of hia coach ." — JSlucnie jJSS. 4178. 
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the old custom; but came into tbe bed-chamber while the 
king was dressing himself, and mingled in all discourses with 
the same freedom be would use in his own . And from this never- 
heard-of license, introduced by the French and the Spaniard 
at this time, without any dislike in the kiny, though not per^ 
onitled in any court in Christendom, many inconveniences and 
mischiefs broke in, which could never after be shut out.”’^ 


DIAHIES— MOEAL, HISTOEICAL, AND CEITICAL. 

We converse with the absent by letters, and wuth ourselves 
by diaries ; but vanity is more gratified by dedicating its time 
to the little labom's which have a chance of immediate notice, 
and may circulate from hand to hand, than by the honester 
pages of a volume reserved only for solitary contemplation j 
or to be a futm^e relic of ourselves, when we shall no more 
hear of ourselves. 

Marcus Antoninus’s celebrated work entitled Twj' do kavrov. 
Of the things which concern himself, would be a good defi- 
nition of the use and purpose of a diary. Shaftesbury calls a 
diary, A fault-book,” intended for self-correction ; and a 
. Colonel Harwood, in the reign of Charles the First, kept a 
diary, which, in the spirit of the times, he entitled “ Slips, 
Infirmities, and Passages of Providence.” Such a cliaiy is a 
moral instrument, should the writer exercise it on himself, 
and on all around him. Men then wu’ote folios concerning 
themselves ; and it sometimes haj)pened, as proved by many, 
which I have examined in manuscript, that often writing in 
retirement, they would write when they had nothing to write. 

Diaries must be out of date in a lounging age, although I 
have myself known several who have continued the practice 
.with pleasure and utility. f One of our old writers quaintly 
observes, that “ the ancients used to take their stomach-pill 
of self-examination every night. Some used little hooks, or 
tablets, which they tied at their girdles, in which they kept 
a memorial of what they did, against their night-reckoning.” 
We know that Titus, the delight of mankind, as he has been 
called, kept a diary of all bis actions, and when at night he 

Clarendon’s Life, vol. ii. p. 160. 

t Ifiie Diary of William Eaikes, Esq., lias oxdy recently been pnblislied : 
it relates to the first half of the present century,, and proves that the race 
of diarists are not extinct among ourselves. 
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found upon examination that he had performed nothing me- 
morable, he would exclaim, ‘‘ Amici ! diem ^erdidmus /” 
Priends ! we have lost a day ! 

Among our own countrymen, in times more favourable for 
a concentrated mind than in this age of scattered thoughts 
and of the fragments of genius, the custom long prevailed : 
and we their posterity are still reaping the benefit of their 
lonely hours and diurnal records. It is always pleasing to 
recollect the name of Alfred, and we have deeply to regret the 
loss of a manual which this monarch, so strict a manager of 
his time, yet found leisure to pursue : it would have interested 
us much more even than his translations, which have come 
down to us. Alfred carried in his bosom memorandum leaves, 
in which he made collections from his studies, and took so 
much pleasure in the frequent examination of this journal, 
that he called it his liand-looh, because, says Spelman, day 
and night he ever had it in hand with him. This manual, as 
my learned friend Mr. Turner, in his elaborate and philoso- 
phical Life of Alfred, has shown by some curious extracts 
from Malmsbury, was the repository of his own occasional 
literary I’eflections. An association of ideas connects two 
other of our illustrious pruices with Alfred. 

Prince Henry, the son of James I., our English Marcellus, 
who was wept by all the Muses, and mourned by all the brave 
in Britain, devoted a great portion of his time to literary in- 
tercourse ; and the finest geniuses of the age addressed their 
works to him, and ^vrote several at the prince’s suggestion. 
Ballington, in the preface to his curious Aphorisms, Civil 
and Militarie,” has described Piinee Henry’s domestic life : 
“Myself,” says he, “the unablest of many in that academy, 
for so was his family, had this especial employment for his pro^ 
per use, which he pleased favourably to entertain, and often to 
read over.^^ 

The diary of Edward VI., written with his own hand, eon- 
ve3"s a notion of that precocity of intellect, in that early edu- 
cated prince, which would not suffer his infirm health to 
relax in his royal duties. This prince was solemnly struck 
with the feeling that he was not seated on a throne to be a 
trifler or a sensualist ; and this simplicity of mind is veiy 
remarkable in the entries of his diary ; ’where, on one occasion, 
to remind himself of the causes of his secret proffer of friend- 
ship to aid the Emperor of Grermany with men against the 
Turk, and to keep it at present secret from the Erench court, 
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the young monarch inserts, This was clone on intent to get 
f^onie.friends. The reasonings be in my desk.” So zealous 
was lie to have before him a state of public affairs, that often 
hi the middle of the month he recalls to mind passages which 
he had omitted in the beginning : what was clone every day 
r,f moment, he retired into his study to set down, — Even 
James the Second wrote with his own hand the daily occur- 
rences of his times,- his reflections and conjectures. Adversity 
])ad schooled him into reflection, and softened into humanity 
a spirit of bigotry ; and it is something in his favour, that 
after his abdication he collected his thoughts, and mortified 
himself by the penance of a diary. — Could a Clive or a Crom- 
well have composed one ? Neither of these men could suffer 
solitude and darkness ; they started at their casual recollec- 
tions : — what would they have done, had memory marshalled 
their crimes, and arranged them in the terrors of chronology? 

^Vhen the national character retained more originality and 
individuality than our monotonous habits now admit, our 
later ancestors displayed a love of application, which was a 
source of happiness, quite lost to us. Till 'the middle of the 
last century they were as great economists of their time as of 
their estates; and life with them was not one hurried' yet 
tedious festival. Living more within themselves, more sepa- 
rated,, they were therefore more original in their prejudices, 
their principles, and in the constitution of their minds. They 
resided more on their estates, and the metropolis was usually 
resigned to the men of trade in their Eoyal Exchange, and the 
preferment-hunters among the backstairs at Whitehall. Lord 
Clarendon tells us, in his ‘‘Life,” that his grandfather, in 
James the First’s time, had never been iu London after tbe 
death of Elizabeth, though he lived thirty years afterwards ; 
and his wife, to whom he had been married forty years, had_ 
never once visited the metropolis. On this fact he makes a 
curious observation : “ The wisdom and frugality of that time 
being such, that few gentlemen made journeys to London, or 
any other expensive journe}’-, but upon important business, 
and their wives never; by which Providence they enjoyed 
and improved their estates in the country, and kept good hos- 
pitality in their bouse, brought up their childi^en well, and 
were beloved by their neighbours.” This will appeal’ a very 
cot^vse homespun happiness, and these must seem very gross 
virtues to our artificial feelings ; yet this assm*edly created a 
national character; made a patriot of every country gentle- 
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man ; and, finally, produced in tlie civil wars some of the 
most sublime and original characters that ever acted a great 
parb on the theatre of human life. 

This was the age of Diauies ! The head of almost every 
family formed one. Hidiculous people may have writfcen 
ridiculous diaries, as Elias Ashmole’s but many of our 
greatest characters in public life have left such monuments of 
their diurnal labours. 

These diaries were a substitute to every thinking man for 
our newspapers, magazines, and Annual Eegisters ; but those 
who imagine that these are a substitute for the scenical and 
dramatic life of the diaiy of a man of genius, like Swift, who 
wrote one, or even of a lively observer, who lived amidst the 
scenes he describes, as Horace Walpole’s letters to Sir Horace 
Mann, which form a regular diary, only show that they are 
better acquainted with the more ephemeral and equivocal 
labours. 

There is a curious passage in a letter of Sir Thomas Bodlej, 
recommending to Sir Francis Bacon, then a young man on his 
travels, the mode by which he should make his life profit- 
able to his country and his fiicnds.” His expressions are 
remarkable. Let all these riches be treasured up, not only 
in your memory, where time may lessen your stock, Imt 
rathei’ in good ivritings and loolcs of account^ which ^Yill keep 
them safe for your use hereafter.” By these good wrllings 
and hoohs of account, he describes the diaries of a student and 
an observer ; these good writings ” will preserve what wear 
out in the memory, and these “ books of account” render to 
a man an account' of himself to himself. 

It was this solitary reflection and industry which assuredly 
contributed so largely to form the gigantic minds of the 
Seldens, the Cumdens, the Cokes, and others of that vigorous 
age of genius. Wlien Coke fell into disgrace, and retired into 
private life, the discarded statesman did not pule himself into 
a lethargy, but on the contrary seemed almost to rejoice that 
an opportunity was at length afforded him of indulging in 
studies more congenial to his feelings. Then he found leisure 
not only to revise his former writings, which were thirty 

Ashmole noted every trifle, even to the paring of his nails ; and being a 
believer in astrology, and a student in the occult sciences, occasionally 
mentions his own superstitious observances. Thus, April 11, 1681, he 
notes— I took, early in the morning, a good dose of elixir, and hung three 
spiders about my neck, and they drove my ague away. Deo Grratias I” 

TOD. ir. 5 
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volumes written with his own hand, hut, what most pleased 
him, he was enabled to write a manual, which he called Vade 
Mecimi, and which contained a retrospective view of his life, 
since he noted in that volume the most remarkable occur- 
rences which happened to him. It is not probable that such 
a MS. could have been destroyed but by accident ; and it 
might, perhaps, yet be recovered. 

“ The interest of the public was the business of Camden’s 
life,” observes Bishop Gibson; and, indeed, this was the 
character of the men of that age. Camden kept a diary of 
all occurrences in the reign of James the First ; not that at 
his advanced age, and with his infirm health, he could ever 
imagine that he should make use of these materials ; but he 
did this, inspired by the love of truth, and of that labour 
which delights in preparing its materials for posterity. 
Bishop Gibson has made an important observation on the na- 
ture of such a diary, which cannot be too often repeated to 
those who have the opportunities of forming one ; and for 
them I transcribe it. ‘‘Were this practised by persons of 
learning and curiosity, who have opportunities of seeing into 
the public affairs of a kingdom, the short hints and strictures 
of this kind would often set things in a truer light than 
regular histories.” 

A student of this class was Sir Symonds B’Ewes, an inde- 
pendent country gentleman, to whose zeal we owe the valuable 
journals of parliament in Elizabeth’s reign, and who has left 
in manuscript a voluminous diary, from which may be drawn 
some curious matters.'^'' In the preface to his journals, he has 
presented a noble picture of his literary reveries, and the in- 
tended productions of his pen. They will animate the youth- 
ful student, and show the active genius of the gentlemen of 
that day. The present diarist observes, “ Having now finished 
these volumes, I have already entered upon other and greater 
labours, conceiving myself not to be born for myself alone, 

vivat sibi solus, homo nequit esse beatus, 

Malo mori, nam sic viyere nolo milii.” 

He then gives a list of his intended historical works, and 
adds, These I have proposed to myself to labour in, besides 
divers others, smaller works.: like him that shoots at the 
sun, not in hopes to reach it, but to shoot as high as possibly 
his strength, art, or skill will permit. So though I know it 

^ This diary has been published since the above was written. 
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impossible to finish all these during mj short and uncertain 
life, having already entered into the thirtieth year of my age, 
and having many unavoidable cares of an estate and family, 
yet, if I can finish a little in each kind, it may hereafter stir 
up some able judges to add an end to the whole : 

‘‘ Sic mihi contingat vivere, sicque mori.” 

Eichard Baxter, whose facility and diligence, it is said, pro- 
duced one hundred and forty-five distinct works, wrote, as he 
himself says, in the crov;d of all my other employments.’’ 
Assuredly the one which may excite astonishment is his volu- 
minous autobiography, forming a folio of more than seven 
hundred closely-printed pages ; a history which takes a con- 
siderable compass, from 1615 to 1684 ; whose writer pries into 
the very seed of events, and whose personal knowledge of the 
leading actors of his times throws a perpetual interest over 
his lengthened pages. Yet this was not written with a view 
of publication by himself ; he still continued this work, till 
time and strength wore out the hand that could no longer 
hold the pen, and left it to the judgment of others whether 
it should be given to the world. 

These were private persons. It may excite our surprise to 
discover that our statesmen, and others engaged in active 
public life, occupied themselves with the same habitual atten- 
tion to what was passing around them in the form of diaries, 
or .their own memoirs, or in forming collections for future 
times, with no possible view but for posthumous utility. 
They seem to have been inspired by the most genuine passion 
of patriotism, and an awful love of posterity. What motive 
less powerful could induce many noblemen and gentlemen to 
transcribe volumes ; to transmit to posterity authentic narra- 
tives, which would not even admit of contemporary notice ; 
either because the facts were then well knov/n to all, or of so 
secret a nature as to render them dangerous to be communi- 
cated to their own times. They sought neither fame nor in- 
terest : for many collections of this nature have come down 
to us without even the names of the scribes, which have been 
usually discovered by accidental circumstances. It may be 
said that this toil was the pleasure of idle men ; — the i&ers 
then were of a distinct race from oim own. There is scarcely 
a person of reputation among them, who has not left such 
laborious records of himself. I intend drawing up a list of 
auch diaries and memoirs, which derive their importance from 
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diarists themselves. Even the women of this time partook of 
the same thoughtful dispositions. It appears that the Duchess 
of York, wife to James the Second, and the daughter of 
Clarendon, drew up a narrative of his life ; the celebrated 
Duchess of Newcastle has formed a digni lied biography of her 
husband ; Lady Fanshaw’s Memoirs have been recencly piib- 
ished ; and Mrs. Hutchinson’s Memoirs of her Colonel have 
delighted every curious reader. 

Whitelocke’s Memorials” is a diary full of important 
public matters ; and the noble editor, the Earl of Anglesea, 
observes, that ‘‘ our author not only served the state, in seve- 
ral stations, both at home and in foreign countries, but like- 
wise conversed with hooks, and made himself a large provision 
from his studies and contemplation, like that noble Homan 
Portius Cato, as described by Hepos. He was all along so 
much in business, one would not imagine he ever had leisure 
for books ; yet, who considers his studies might believe he 
had been always shut up with his friend Selden, and the dust 
of action never fallen on his gown.” When Whiteloeko wa^ 
sent on an embassy to Sweden, he journalised it ; it amounts 
to two bulky quartos, extremely curious. He has even left 
us a History of England. 

’ Yet all is not told of Whitelocke ; and we have deeply tO; 
regret the loss, or at least the concealment, of a work addressed 
to his family, which apparently would he still more interest- 
ing, as exhibiting his domestic habits and feelings, and! 
aftbrding a model for those in public life who had the spirit 
to imitate such greatness of mind, of wliich we have not many 
examples. — Whitelocke had drawn up a great work, which he 
entitled, ‘‘ Bememh^ances of the Labours of TVliUeloclce in 
the Annales of his Life, for the instruction of his Children^'' 
To Dr, Morton, the editor of Whiteloeko’s “ Journal of the 
Swedish Amhassy,” we owe the notice of this w^ork ; and I 
shall transcribe his dignified feelings in regretting the want of 
these MSS. “ Such a work, and by such a father, is become 
the inheritance of every child, whose abilities and station in 
life may at any time hereafter call upon him to deliberate for 
his country, — and for his family and person, as parts of the, 
great whole; and I confess myself to be one of those who. 
'lament the suppression of that branch of the Annales whieln 
relates to the author himself in his 'private capacity ; they] 
".would have afforded great pleasure as well as instruction to ' 
the world- in their entire form. The first volume, containing* 
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tlie first twenty 3'ears of his life, may one clay see the light ; 
hut the greatest part has hitherto escaped my incjuiries.” 
This is all we know of a w’ork of equal moral and philosophi- 
cal curiosity. The preface, however, to these ‘‘ lleinem- 
hrances,” has been fortunately preserved, and it is an extraor- 
dinary production. In this it appears that Whitelocke himself 
owed the first idea of his own work to one left by his father, 
which existed in the family, and to which he repeatedly refers 
his children. He says, ‘‘ The memory and worth of your 
deceased grandfather deserves all honour and imitation, both 
from you and me ; his ‘ Liber Famelieus,’ his own story, 
written by himself, toill he Icjt to you, and was an encourage- 
ment and precedent to this larger work.” Here is a family 
picture quite new to us ; the lioads of the house are its his- 
torians, and these records of the heart were animated by 
examples and precepts, drawn from their own bosoms ; and, 
as Whitelocke feelirigl}^ expresses it, all is recommended to 
the perusal and intended for the instruction of my own house ; 
and almost in every page you will find a dedication to you, 
my dear children.” 

The habit of laborious studies, and a zealous attention to 
the history of his own times, produced the Hegister and 
Chronicle of Bishop Kennett. Containing matters of fact, 
delivered in the words of the most authentic papers and re- 
cords, all daily entered and commented on it includes an 
account of all pamphlets as they appealed. This history, more 
valuable to us than to his own contemporaries, occupied two 
large folios, of which cnl}^ one has been printed : a zealous 
labour, which could only have been carried on from a motive 
of pure patriotism. It is, however, but a small part of the 
diligence of the bishop, since his own manuscripts form a 
small library of themselves. 

The malignant vengeance of Prynne in exposing the diary 
of Laud to the public eye, lost all its purpose, for nothing ap- 
peared more favourable to Laud than this exposition of his 
private diarj^ We forget the ha,r&hness in the personal 
manners of Laud himself, and sjmipathiso even with his errors, 
when we turn over the simple leaves of thus diaiy, which 
obviously was not intended for any purpose but for liis own 
private eye and collected meditations.^ There bis whole 
heart is laid open : his eiTors are not concealed, and the purity 

It is a thin booh, simply lapped in parchment, and filled wiUi biief 
anemorandums written in a remarkably neat and miaiite hand. 
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of his intentions is established. Laud, who too haughtily 
blended the prime minister with the archbishop, still, from 
conscientious motives, in the hurry of public duties, and in 
the pomp of public honours, could steal aside into solitude, 
to account to Q-od and himself for every day, and “ the evil 
thereof.” 

The diary of Henry Earl of Clarendon, who inherited the 
industry of his father, has partly escaped destruction ; it pre- 
sents us with a picture of the manners of the age, from whence, 
says Bishop Douglas, we may learn that at the close of the 
last century, a man of the first quality made it his constant 
practice to pass his time without shaking his arm at a gaming- 
table, associating with jockeys at Newmarket, or murdering 
time by a constant round of giddy dissipation, if not of crimi- 
nal indulgence. Diaries were not uncommon in the last age ; 
Lord Anglesea, who made so great a figure in the reign of 
Charles the Second, left one behind him ; and one said to 
have been wiitten by the Dulce of Shrewsbury still exists. 

But the most admirable example is Lord Clarendon’s His- 
tory of his own “ Life,” or rather of the court, and every event 
and person passing before him. In this moving scene he 
copies nature with freedom, and has exquisitely touched the 
individual character. There that great statesman opens the 
most concealed transactions, and traces the views of the most 
opposite dispositions ; and, though engaged, when in exile, in 
furthering the royal intercourse with the loyalists, and when, 
on the Eestoration, conducting the difficult affairs of a great 
nation, a careless monarch, and a dissipated court, yet besides 
his immortal history of the civil wars, ‘Hhe chancellor of 
human nature” passed his life in habitual reflection, and his 
pen in daily employment. Such was the admirable industry 
of our later ancestors ; their diaries and their memoirs are its 
monuments I 

James the Second is an illustrious instance of the admi- 
rable industry of our ancestors. With his own hand this 
prince wrote down the chief occurrences of liis times, and 
often his instant reflections and conjectures. Perhaps na 
sovereign prince, said Maepherson, has been known to have 
‘left behind him better materials for history. We at length 
possess a considerable portion of his diary, which is that of a 
man of business and of hones^ intentions, containing many 
remarkable facts which had otherwise escaped from om his- 
torians* 
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The literary man has formed diaries pnrely of his studies, 
and the practice may be called journalising the mind, in a 
summary of studies, and a register of loose hints and shozzos, 
that sometimes happily occur ; and like Bingelbergius, that 
enthusiast for study, whose animated exhortations to young 
students have been aptly compai’ed to the sound of a trumpet 
in the field of battle, marked down every night, before going 
to sleep, what had been done during the studious day. Of 
this class of diaries. Gibbon has given us an illustrious 
model : and there is an unpublished quarto of the late Barre 
Eoberts, a young student of genius, devoted to curious re- 
searches, which deserves to meet the public eye.^' I should 
like to see a little book published with this title, “ Otium 
delitiosim in quo ohjecta vel in actione, vel in lectione, vel in 
msione ad singtdos dies Anni 1629 olsermta re-presentanturP 
This writer was a German, who boldly published for the 
course of one year, whatever he read or had seen every day 
in that year. As an experiment, if honestly performed, this 
might be curious to the philosophical observer ; but to write 
down evei'ything, may end in something like nothing. 

A great poetical contemporary of our own country does 
not think that even Dreams should pass away unnoticed ; 
and he calls this register his^ Hocturnals. His dreams are 
assuredly poetical ; as Laud’s, who journalised his, seem to 
have been made up of the affairs of state and religion ; — the 
personages are his patrons, his enemies, and others ; his 
dreams are scenical and dramatic. Works of this nature are 
not designed for the pubjic eye ; they are domestic annals, to 
be guarded in the little archives of a family ; they are offer- 
ings cast before our Lares. 

Pleasing, when youth is long expired, to trace 
The ferms our pencil or our pen design’d ; 

Such was our youthful air, and shape, and face, 

Such the soft image of our youthful mind. 

Shbnstonb. 


* This has also been published in a handsome .giuarto volume since the 
above was written. Eoberts’s collection of Anglo-^llic coins ai’e now in 
the British Museum. 
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LICENSEES OF THE PEESS. 

In tlie history of literature, and perhaps in that of the 
human mind, the institution of the Licensees op the 
Peess, and Censors op Books, was a bold invention, de- 
signed to counteract that of the Press itself; and even to 
convert this newly-discovered instrument of human freedom 
into one which might serve to perpetuate that system of 
passive obedience which had so long enabled modern Eome 
to dictate her laws to the universe. It was thought possible 
in the subtlety of Italian astuzia and Spanish inonachism, to 
place a sentinel on the very thoughts as well as on the per- 
sons of authors ; and in extreme cases, that books might he 
condemned to the flames as well as heretics. 

Of this institution, the beginnings are obscure, for it ori- 
ginated in caution and fear; but as the woi'k betrays the 
workman, and the national physiognomy the native, it is 
evident that so inquisitorial an act could only have originated 
in the Inquisition itself. Feeble or ' partial attempts might 
])roviously have existed, for we learn that the monks had a 
part of their libraries called the inferno, which was not the 
part which they least visited, for it contained, or hid, all the 
prohibited books which they could smuggle into it. But 
this inquisitorial power assumed its most formidable shape in 
the council of Trent, when some gloomy spirits iroiii Eome 
and Madrid foresaw the revolution of this new age of books. 
The triple-crowned pontiff had in vain rolled the thunders of 
the Vatican, to strike out of the hands of all men the 
volumes of Wickliffe, of Hiiss, and of Luther, and even me- 
naced their eager readers with death. At this council Pius 
IV. was presented with a catalogue of books of whieh they 
denounced that the perusal ought to be forbidden ; his bull 
not only confirmed this list of the condemned, but added 
rules how books should be judged. Subsequent popes en- 
larged these catalogues, and added to the rules, as the mon- 
,^§trous novelties , started up. Inquisitors of books were ap- 
pointed ; at Eome they consisted of certain cardinals and 
“the master of the holy palace;** and literary inquisitors 
v;ere elected at Madrid, at Lisbon, at Naples, and for the Low 
Countries ; they were watching the ubiquity of the human 
mind. These catalogues of prohibited hooks were called In- 
dexes ^ , and at Eome a body of these .literary despots are still 
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called “ the Congregation of the Index.” The simple LicJcw 
is a list of condemned books \vhich are never to be opened ; 
but the 'Eximrcjaiory Index indicates those only prolhbited 
till they have undergone a purification. No book was 
allowed to be on any subject, or in any language, which 
contained a single position, an ambiguous sentence, even a 
word, which, in the most distant sense, could be construed 
opposite to the doctrines of the supreme authority of this 
council of Trent ; where it seems to have been enacted, that 
all men, literate and illiterate, prince and peasant, the Italian, 
the Spaniard and the Netherlander, should take the mint- 
stamp of then* thoughts from the council of Trent, and- 
millions of souls be struck off at one blow, out of the same 
used mould. 

The sages who compiled these Indexes, indeed, long had 
reason to imagine that passive obedience was attached to the 
human character : and thercfoi’e they considered, that the 
publications of their adversaries required no other notice than 
a convenient insertion in their indexes. But the heretics 
diligently reprinted them with ample prefaces and useful 
annotations ; Dr. J ames, of Oxford, republished an Index 
with due animadversions. The parties made an opposite use 
of them : while the catholic crossed himself at every title, 
the hex’etic would purchase no book which had not been in- 
dexed. One of their portions exposed a list of those authors 
whose heads were condemned as well as their books : it was 
a catalogue of men of genius. 

The results of these indexes were somewhat curious. As 
they were ibrmed in difierent countries, the opinions were 
often diametrical I37' opposite to each other. The learned Arias 
•Moiitanus, wlio was a chief inquisitor in the Netherlands, 
and concerned in the Antwerp Index, liwed to see his own 
works placed in the Koman Index ; while the inquisitor of 
Naples was so displeased with the Spanish index, that ho 
persisted to assert that it had never been printed at Madrid ! 
Men who began by insisting that all the world should not 
difier from their opinions, ended by not agreeing with them- 
selves. A civil war raged among the Index-makers ; and if 
one criminated, the other retaliated. If one discovered ten 
places necessary to be expurgated, another found thirty, and a 
third inclined to place the v/hole vrork in the condemned list. 
The inquisitors at length became so doubtful of their own 
opinions, that they sometimes expressed in their license for 
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printing, that “ they tolerated the reading, after the hook had 
been corrected by themselves, till such time as the work 
should be considered worthy of some farther correction.’* 
The expurgatory Indexes excited louder complaints than 
those which simply condemned books ; because the purgers 
and castrators, as they were termed, or as Milton calls them, 
“ the executioners of books,** by omitting, or interpolating 
passages, made an author say, or unsay, \vhat the iiiquisitors 
chose ; and their editions, after the death of the authors, 
were compared to the erasures or forgeries in records : for the 
books which an author leaves behind him, with his last cor- 
rections, are like his last will and testament, and the public 
are the legitimate heirs of an author’s opinions. 

The whole process of these expurgatory Indexes, that 
rakes through the entrails of many an old good author, with 
a violation worse than any could be offered to his tomb,” as 
Milton says, must inevitably draw off the life-blood, and 
leave an author a mere spectre 1 A book in Spain and Por- 
tugal passes through six or seven courts before it can be pub- 
lished, and is supposed to recommend itself by the information, 
that it is published with all the necessary privileges. They 
would sometimes keep works from publication till they had 
properly qualified them, inter emse ealifioam^^ which in one 
case is said to have occupied them during forty years. Authors 
of genius have taken fright at the gripe of “ the master of 
the holy palace,” or the lacerating scratches of the “ corrector- 
general por su magestad.” At Madrid and Lisbon, and even 
at Borne, this licensing of books has confined most of their 
authors to the body of the good fathers themselves. 

The Commentaries on the Lusiad, by Faria de Souza, had 
occupied his zealous labours for twenty-five years, and were 
favourably received by the learned. But the commentator 
was brought before this tribunal of criticism and religion, as 
suspected of heretical opinions ; when the accuser did not 
succeed before the inquisitors of Madrid, he carried the charge- 
to that of Lisbon : an injunction was immediately issued to 
forbid the sale of the Commentaries, and it cost the commen- 
tator an elaborate defence, to demonstrate the Catholicism of 
the poet and himself. The Oommentaiies finally were re- 
leased from perpetual imprisonment. 

This system has prospered to admiration, in keeping public 
opinion down to a certain meanness of spirit, and happily 
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preserved stationary the childish stupidity through the nabion, 
on which so much depended. 

JSTani’s History of Venice is allowed to he printed, because 
it contained nothing against 'princes. Princes then were 
either immaculate or historians false. The History of Guic- 
ciardini is still scarred with the merciless wound of the 
papistic censor ; and a curious account of the origin and in- 
crease of papal power was long wanting in the third and fourth 
book of his history. Velly’s History of Prance would have 
been an admirable work had it not been printed at Paris 1 

When the insertions in the Index were found of no other 
use than to bring the peccant volumes under the eyes of the 
curious, they employed the secular ai^m in burning them in 
public places. The history of these literaiy condagrations 
has often been traced by writers of opposite parties ; for the 
truth is, that both used them : zealots seem all formed of one 
material, whatever be their party. They had yet to leai’n, 
that burning was not confuting, and that these public fires 
were an advertisement by proclamation. The publisher of 
Erasmus’s Colloquies intrigued to procure the burning of his 
book, which raised the sale to twenty -four thousand 1 

A curious literary anecdote has reached us of the times of 
Henry VIII, Tonstall, Bishop of London, accused at that 
day for his moderation in preferring the burning of books to 
that of authors, which was then getting into practice, to tes- 
tify his abhorrence of Tindal’s principles, who had printed a 
translation of the Hew Testament, a sealed hook for the mul- 
titude, thought of purchasing all the copies of Tin dal’s trans- 
lation, and anniliilating them in the common flame. This 
occurred to him when passing through Antwerp in 1529, 
then a place of refuge for the Tindalists. He employed an 
English merchant there for this business, who happened to be 
a secret follower of Tindal, and acquainted him with the 
bishop’s intention. Tindal was extremely glad to hear of the 
project, for he was desirous of printing a more correct edition 
of his version ; the first impression still hung on his hands, 
and he was too poor to make a new one ; he gladly furnished 
the English merchant with all his unsold copies, which the 
bishop as eagerly bought, and had them all publicly burnt in 
Cheapside. The people not only declared this was a “ burn- 
ing of the word of God,” hut it inflamed the desire of 
reading that volume ; and the second edition was sought 



S20 


lAcensers of the Press, 


after at any price. "When one of tlie Tindalists, who was 
sent here to sell them, was promised by the lord chancellor, 
in a private examination, that he should not suher if he 
would reveal who encouraged and sup 2 )orted his party at 
Antwerp, the Tindalist immcdiatol}^ accepted the ofrer, and 
assured the lord chancellor that the greatest encouragement 
they had was from Tonstall, the Bishop of London, who had 
bought up half the impression, and enabled them to produce 
a second ! 

In the reign of Henry YIII. we seem to have burnt books 
on both sides ; it was an age of unsettled opinions; in Edward’s, 
the Catholic works were burnt ; and Maiy had her jDvnunids 
of Protestant volumes ; in Elizabeth’s, political pam/phiets 
fed the llames; and libels in the reign of James I. and his 
sons. 

Such was this black dwarf of literature, generated by Italian 
craft and Spanish monkeiy, which, however, was fondly 
adopted as it crept in among all the nations of Europe. Erance 
cannot exactly fix on the era of her Qenseurs Lirres ; and 
we ourselves, who gave it its death-blow, found the custom 
prevail without any anthonty from our statutes. The practice 
of licensing books was unquestionably derived from the In- 
quisition, and was applied here first to books of religion. 
Britain long groaned under the leaden stamp of an Impri- 
matter, Oxford and Cambridge still grasp at this shadow of 
departed literary despotism; they have their licensers and 
their Ini'primaturs. Long, even in our land, men of genius 
.were either suffering the vigorous limbs of their productions 
to he shamefully mutilated in public, or voluntarily com-' 
mitted a literary suicide in their own manuscripts. Camden 
declared that he was not suffered to print all his Elizabeth, 
and sent those passages over to De Tlion, the Erench historian, 
who printed his history faithfully two years after Camden’s 
first edition, 1615. The same happened to Lord Herbert’s 
History of Henry YIII. which has never been given according 
to the original, which is still in existence. In the poems of 
Lord Brooke, we find a lacuna of the first twenty pages ; it 
was a poem on Eeligion, cancelled by the order of Archbishop 
' Laud. The great Sir Mp-tthew Hale ordered that none of 
his works^ should he printed after his death ; as he appre- 
, bended that, in the licensing of them, some things might be 
.struck out or altered, which he had observed, not without 
some indignation, had. been clone to those of a learned friend ; 
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and lio preferred bequeathing his “uneorrupted MSS. to the 
Society of Lincoln’s Inn, as their only guardians, hoping that 
they were a treasure worth keeping. Contemporary authors 
have frequent allusions to such books, imperfect and mutilated 
at the caprice or the violence of a licenser. 

The laws of England have never violated the freedom and 
the dignity of its press. “ There is no law to prevent tlie 
prmting of any book in, England, only a decree in the Star- 
chamber,” said the learned Selden.'^ Proclamations were 
occasionally issued against authors and books ; and foreign 
works were, at times, prohibited. The freedom of the press 
was rather circumvented, than openly attacked, in the reign 
of Elizabeth, who cbeaded the Eoman Catholics, who were at 
once disputing her right to the throne, and the religion of the 
state. Foreign publications, or “ books from any parts 
beyond the seas,” were therefore prohibited .f The press, 
however, was not free under the reign of a sovereign, whose 
high-toned feelings, and the exigencies of the times, rendered 
as despotic in deeds, as the pacific James was in ivords. 
Although the press had then no restrictions, an author v/as 
always at the mercy of the government. Elizabeth too had 
a keen scent after what she called treason, which she allowed 
to take in a large compass. She condemned one author 
(with his publisher) to have the hand cut olf which wrote hi& 
book ; and she hanged another.J It was Sir Francis Bacon, 

Sir Thomas Crew’s Collection of the Proceedings of the Parliament* 
1628, p. 71. 

+ The consequence of this prohibition was, that our own men of learning 
were at a loss to know what arms the enemies of England, and of her 
religion, were fabricating against us. This knowledge was absolutely 
necessary, as appears by a curious fact in Strype’s Life of 'Whitgift. ' A 
license for the importation of foreign hooks was granted to an Italian 
merchant, vdth orders to collect abroad this sort of libels ; but he was 
to deposit them with the archbishop and the privy council. A few, no’ 
doubt, were obtained by the curious, Catholic or Protestant. — ^Strype’s 
“ Life of Whitgift,” p. 268. 

5 The author, with his publisher, who had their right hands cut off, 
was John Stubbs of Lincoln’s Inn, a hot-headed Puritan, whose sister was 
manied to Thomas Cartwright, the bead of that fiiction. This execution 
took place upon a scaffold, in the market-place at Westminster. After- 
Stubbs had his right hand cut off, with his left he imlled off his hat, and 
cried with a loud voice, “ Grod save the Queen I” the multitude standing 
deeply silent, either out of horror at this new and unwonted kind of 
punishment, or else out of commiseration of the undaunted man, whose 
character was unblemished. Camden, a witness to this transaction, has 
related it. The author, and the printer, and the publisher were con- 
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or hi$ father, who once *pleasantly turned aside the keen 
edge of her regal vindictiveness ; for when Elizabeth was in- 
quiring whether an author, whose book she had given him to 
examine, was not guilty of treason, he replied, ‘‘ Not of 
treason, madam, but of robbery, if you please ; for he has 
taken all that is worth noticing in him from Tacitus and 
Sallust.’’ With the fear of Elizabeth before his eyes, 
Holinshed castrated the volumes of his History. When 
Giles Eletcher, after his Russian embassy, congratulated him- . 
self with having escaped with his head, and on his return 
wrote a book called “ The Russian Commonwealth,” describ- 
ing its tyranny, Elizabeth forbad the publishing of the work. 
Our Russian merchants were frightened, for they petitioned 
the queen to suppress the work ; the original petition, with 
the offensive passages, exists among the Lansdovvne manu- 
scripts. It is curious to contrast this fact with another 
better known, under the reign of William the Third ; then the 
, press had obtained its perfect freedom, and even the shadow 
of the sovereign could not pass between an author and his 
work. When the Danish ambassador complained to the king 
of the freedom which Lord Molesworth had exercised on his 
master’s government, in his Account of Denmark, and hinted 
that, if a Dane had done the same with a King of England, 
he would, on complaint, have taken the author’s head off— 
That I cannot do,” replied the sovereign of a free people ; 
but if you please, I will tell him what you say, and he shall 
put it into the next edition of his book.” What an immense 
interval between the feelings of Elizabeth and William, with 
hardly a centuiy betwixt them ! 

James the First proclaimed Buchanan’s history, and a 
political tract of his, at ^‘the Mercat Cross and every one 
was to bring his copy to be perusit and purgit of the 
offensive and extraordinare materis,” under a heavy penalty. 
Knox, whom Milton calls “ the Reformer of a Kingdom,” was 

demned fco tkis iDarbaroTis punishoient, on an act of Philip and Mary, 
against the authors and puhlishers of seditious writings. Some lawyers 
'Were honest enough to assert that the sentence vas erroneous, for that act 
‘^vas only a temporary one, and died with Queen Mary ; hut, of these honest 
lawyers, one was sent to the Tower, and another was so ' sharply repri- 
jmanded, that he resigned his place as a judge in the Common Pleas. Other 
lawyers, as the lord chief justice, who fawned on the prerogative far more 
.then than afterwards in the Stnart reigns, asserted that Queen Mary was 
a kmg ; and that an act made by any king, unless repealed, must always 
exist, because the King of England never £es I ' 
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also curtailed ; and “ the sense of that great man shall, to all 
posterity, be lost for the fearfulness or the presumptions 
rashness of a perfunctory licenser.” 

The regular establishment of licensers of the press app02.red 
under Charles the First. It must be placed among the p^- 
jects of Laud, and the king, I suspect, inclined to it ; for by 
a passage in a manuscript letter of the times, I find, that 
when Ch aides printed his speech on the dissolution of the 
parliament, which excited such general discontent, some one 
printed Queen Elizabeth’s last speech as a companion-piopo. 
This was presented to the king b}'- his own printer, John Bill, 
not from a political motive, but merely by way of complaint 
that another had printed, without leave or license, that which, 
as the king’s printer, he asserted was his own copyright. 
Charles does not seem to have been pleased with the gift, and 
observed, “You printers print anything.” Three gentlemen 
of the bed-chamber, continues the writer, standing by, 
commended Mr. Bill very much, and prayed liim to come 
oftener with such rarities to the king, because they might do 
some good.* ’ * 

One of the consequences of this persecution of the press 
was, the raising up of a new class of publishers, under the 
government of Charles I., those who became noted for what 
was then called “unlawful and unlicensed books.” Sparkes, 
tbe publisher of Prynne’s “ Histriomastix,” was of this 
class. ' I have elsewhei’e entered more particularly into this 
subject.t The Presbyterian party in parliament, who thus 
found the press closed on them, vehemently cried out for its 
freedom : and it was imagined, that when they had ascended 
into power, the odious office of a licenser of the press would 
have been abolished ; but these pretended friends of freedom, 
on the contrary, discovered themselves as tenderly alive to the 
office as the old government, and maintained it with the 
extremest vigour. Such is the political history of mankind. 

The literary fate of Milton was remarkable : his genius 
was castrated alilje by the monarchical and the republican 
government. The royal licenser expunged several passages 
from Milton’s history, in which Milton had painted the 
superstition, the pride, and the cunning of the Saxon monks, 
which the sagacious licenser applied to Charles II. and the 

A letter from J. Mead to Sir M. Stuteyille, July 19, 1628. Sloaue 
MSS. 4178. 

t See “ Calamities of Authors,” vol. ii. p. 116. ' 
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bisliops ; but Milton bad before suffered as merciless a muti- 
lation from bis old friends the republicans ; who suppressed a 
bold picture, taken from life, which he had introduced into 
his History of the Long Parliament and Assembly of Divines. 
Milton gave the unlicensed passages to the Earl of Anglesea, 
a literary nobleman, the editor of Whitelocke’s Memorials 
and the castrated passage, which could not be licensed in 
1670, was received with pecuhar interest when separately 
published in “ If there be found in an author’s book 

one sejitenee of a venturous edge, uttered in the height of 
zeal, and who knows whether it might not be the dictate of a 
divine spirit, yet not suiting every low decrepit humour of 
their own, they will not pardon him their dash.” 

This office seems to have lain dormant a short time under 
Cromwell, from the scruples of a conscientious licenser, who 
desired the council of state, in 1649, for reasons given, to be 
discharged from that employment. This Mabot, the licenser, 
was evidently deeply touched by Milton’s address for ‘‘ The 
Liberty of Unlicensed Printing.” The office was, howeyer, 
revived on the restoration of Charles II. ; and. through the 
reign of James II. the abuses of licensers were unquestion- 
ably not discouraged: their castrations of books reprinted 
appear to have been very artful ; for in reprinting Gage’s 
“Survey of the West Indies,” which originally consisted of 
twenty-two chapters, in 1648 and 1657, with a dedication to 
Sir Thomas Pairfax, — in 1677, after expunging the passages 
in honour of Fairfax, the dedication is dexterously turned 
into a preface ; and the twenty-second chapter being obnox- 
ious for containing particulars of the artifices of “the 
papalins,” as Milton calls the Papists, in converting the 
author, was entirely chopped away by the licenser’s hatchet. 
The castrated chapter, as usual, was preserved afterwards 
separately. Literary despotism at least is short-sighted in 
its views, for the expedients it employs are certain of over- 
turning themselves. 

* It is a quarto tract, entitled “Mr. John Milton’s Character of the 
Long Parliament and Assembly of Divines in 1641 ; omitted in his other 
works, and never before printed, and very seasonable for these times. 
1681.” It is inserted in the nncastrated edition of Milton’s prose works 
in 1738. It is a retort on the Pre$hi/tcria7i Clement Walker’s History of 
the Independents; and Warburton, in his admirable characters of the 
historians of this period, alluding to Clement Walker, says — “ Milton was 
eyen ixh. him in the fine and severe character he draws of the Presbyterian 
administration.” 
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On this subject we must not omit noticing one of the 
noblest and most eloquent prose compositions of Milton ; 
“ the Areopagitica ; a Speech for the Liberty of Unlicensed 
Printing.” It is a work of love and inspiration, and breath- 
ing the most enlarged spirit of literature ; separating, at an 
awful distance from the multitude, that character who was 
bom to study and to love learning for itself, not for lucre, or 
any other end, but, perhaps, for that lasting fame and per- 
petuity of praise, which Uod and good men have consented 
shall be the reward of those whose published labours advance 
the good of mankind.” 

One pax't of this unparalleled effusion turns on “ the quality 
which ought to be in every licenser.” It wiU suit our new 
licensers of public opinion, a laborious corps well known, 
who constitute themselves without an act of Star-chamber. 
I shall pick out but a few sentences, that I may add some 
little facts, casually preserved, of the ineptitude of such an 
officer. 

** He wto is made judge to sit upon the birth or death of books, whether 
they may be wafted into this world or not, had need to be a man above the 
common measure, both studious, learned, and judicious ; there may be else 
no mean mistakes in his censure. If he be of such worth as behoves him, 
there cannot be a more tedious and unpleasing journey-w^ork, a greater loss 
of time levied upon his head, than to be made the perpetual reader of 
unchosen books and pamphlets. There is no book acceptable, unless at 
certain seasons ; but to be enjoyned the reading of that at all times, whereof 
three pages would not down at any time, is an imposition which I cannot 
believe how he that values time and his own studies, or is but of a sensible 
nostril, should he able to endure. — What advantage is it to be a man over 
it is to be a boy at school, if we have only ’scaped the ferula to come under 
the fescue of an Imprimaitur? — ^if serious and elaborate writings, as if they 
were no more than the theme of a gi'ammar lad under his pedagogue, must 
not be uttered without the cursory eyes of a temporising licenser ? ' When 
a man writes to the world, he summons up all his reason and deliberation 
to assist him ; he searches, meditates, is industrious, and likely consults 
and confers with his judicious friends, as well as any that writ before him ; 
if in the most consummate act of his fidelity and ripeness, no years, 
no industry, no former proof of his abilities can bring him to that state of 
maturity as not to he still mistrusted and suspected, unless he carry all 
his considerate diligence, all his midnight watchings, and expense of Pal- 
ladian oil, to the hasty view of an unleisured licenser, perhaps much his 
younger, perhaps inferior in judgment, perhaps one who never knew the 
labour of book wTiting ; and if he be not repulsed or slighted, must appear 
in print like a Punie with his guardian, and his censor’s hand on the back 
of his title to be his bail and surety that he is no idiot or seducer ; it can- 
not be but a dislionour and derogation to the author, to the book, to the 
privilege and dignity of learning.” 

The reader may now follow the stream in the great 

TOL. il. Q 
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original ; I must, however, preserve one image of exquisite 
sarcasm. 

“ Debtors and delinquents walk about witbout a keeper ; but inoffensive 
books must not stir forth without a visible jailor in their title ; nor is it 
to the common people less than a reproach ; for if we dare not trust them 
with an English pamphlet, what do we but censure them for a giddy, 
vitious, and ungrounded people, in such a sick and weak state of faith and 
discretion, as to be able to take nothing but thro’ the glLster-pipe of a 
licenser !” 

The ignorance and stupidity of these censors were often, 
indeed, as remarkable as their exterminating spirit. The 
noble simile of Milton, of Satan with the rising sun, in the 
first book of the Paradise Lost, had nearly occasioned the 
suppression of our national epic : it was supposed to contain 
a treasonable allusion. The tragedy of Arminius, by one 
Paterson, who was an amanuensis of the poet Thomson, was 
intended for repres^tation, but the dramatic censor refused a 
license : as Edward and Eleanora was not permitted to be 
performed, being considered a party work, our sagacious state- 
critic imagined that Paterson’s otm play was in the same ' 
predicament by being in the same hand-writing ! Malebranehe' 
said, that he could never obtain an approbation for his Ee- 
seajch after Truth,” because it was unintelligible to his ceii- 
sora *, at length Mezeray, the historian, approved of it as a 
book of geometry, ^ Latterly, in Prance, it is said that the- 
greatest geniuses were obliged to submit their works to the 
critical understanding of persons who had formerly been low 
dependents on some man of quality, and who appear to have 
brought the same servility of mind to the examination of . 
works of genius. There is something, which, on the principle 
of incongruity and contrast, becomes exquisitely ludicrous, in 
observing the works of men of genius allowed to be printed, 
and even commended, by certain persons who have never 
printed their names but to their licenses. One of these gen- 
tlemen suppressed a work, because it contained principles of 
government which appeared to him not conformable to the 
laws of Moses., Another said to a geometrician — “ I cannot 
permit the publication of your book: you dare to say, that,. 
bet^veeIl two given points, the shortest line is the straight 
line. Do you think me such an idiot as not to perceive your 
aEusion ? If your work appeared, I should make enemies of 
all those who find, by crooked ways, an easier admittance 
into court, than by a straight line. Consider their number !’* 
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This seems, however, to be an excellent joke. At this moment 
the censors in Austria a^opear singularly inept ; for, not long 
ago, they condemned as heretical, two hooks ; one of which, 
entitled Principes de la Trigonometrie,^^ the censor would 
not allow to he printed, because the Trinity^ which he 
‘imagined to he included in trigonometry, was not permitted 
to be discussed ; and the other, on the “ Destruction of In- 
sects,” he insisted had a covert allusion to the Jesuits, who, 
he conceived, were thus malignantly designated. 

A curious literary anecdote has been recorded of the 
learned Eichard Simon. Compelled to insert in one of his 
works the qualifying opinions of the censor of the Sorhonne, 
he inserted them within crotchets. But a strange misfortune 
attended this contrivance. The printer, who was not let into the 
secret, printed the work without these essential marks : by 
which means the enraged author saw his own peculiar opinions 
overturned in the very work written to maintain them ! 

These appear trifling minutiae ; and yet, like a hair in a 
watch, which utterly destroys its progress, these little ineptiae 
obliged writers to have recourse to foreign presses; com- 
pelled a Montesquieu to write with concealed ambiguity, and 
many to sign a recantation of principles which they could 
never change. The recantation of Selden, extorted from his 
hand on his suppressed “ Historic of Tithes,” humiliated a 
gTeat mind ; but it could not remove a particle from the masses 
of his learning, nor darken the luminous conviction of his rea- 
sonings ; nor did it diminish the number of those who assented 
and now assent to his principles. Eecantations usually prove 
the force of authority rather than the change of opinion. 
When a Dr. Pocklington was condemned to make a recanta- 
tion, he hit the etymology of the word, while he caught at 
the spirit — he began thus : “ If canto be to sing, recanto is 
to sing again.” So that he rechanted his offending opinions, 
by repeating them in bis recantation. 

At the Eevolution in England, licenses for the press ceased ; 
but its liberty did not commence till when every 

restraint was taken off by the firm and decisive tone of the 
Commons. It was granted, says our philosophic Hume, “ to 
the great displeasure of the king and his ministers, who, 
seeing nowhere in any government, during present or past 
ages, any example of such unlimited freedom, doubted much 
of its salutary effects ; and probably thought that no books 
or writings would ever so much improve the general under- 
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standing of men, as to render it safe to entrust them with an 
indulgence so easily abused.” 

And the present moment verifies the prescient conjecture 
of the philosopher. Such is the licentiousness of our press, 
that some, not perhaps the most hostile to the cause of 
freedom, would not be piVerse to manacle authors once more’ 
with an Impbimatijk. It will not be denied that Erasmus 
was a friend to the freedom of the press; ^^et he was so 
shocked at the licentiousness of Luther’s pen, that there was 
a time when he considered it necessary to restrain its liberty. 
It was then as now. Erasmus had, indeed, been miserably 
calumniated, and expected future libels. I am glad, however, 
to observe, that he afterwards, on a more impartial investi- 
gation, confessed that such a remedy \vas much more dan- 
gerous than the disease. To restrain the liberty of the press, 
can only be the interest of the individual, never that of 
the pubiic ; one must be a patriot here : we must stand in 
the field with an unshielded breast, since the safety of the 
people is the supreme law. There were, in Milton’s days, 
some who said of this institution, that, although the inventors 
were bad, the thing, for all that, might be good. This 
may be so,” replies the vehement advocate for “unlicensed 
printing.” But as the commonwealths have existed through 
all ages, and have-forborne to use it, he sees no necessity for ' 
the invention ; and held it as a dangerous and suspicious / 
fruit from the tree which bore it. The ages of the wisest com- 
monwealths, Milton seems not to have recollected, were not 
diseased with the popular infection of publications, issuing 
at all hours, and propagated with a celerity on which the 
ancients could not calculate. The leaimed Dr. James, who 
has denounced the invention of the Indexes, confesses, how- 
ever, that it was not unuseful when it restrained the publica- 
tions of atheistic and immoral works. But it is our lot to 
bear with all the consequent evils, that we may preserve the 
good inviolate; since, as the profound Hume has declared, 
“The Libeety op Bkitaiis' is oone eoe evee, when such 
attempts shall succeed.” 

A constitutional sovereign will consider the freedom of 
the press as the sole organ of the feelings of the people. 
€^umniators he will leave to the fate of calumny; a fate 
similar to those^ who, having overcharged their arms with 
the feUest intentions, find that the death which they intended 
for others, in bursting, only annihilates themselves. 
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The “true” modern critics on our elder writers are apt to 
thunder their anathemas on innocent heads: little versed 
in the eras of our literature, and the fashions of our wit^ 
j)opular criticism must submit to be guided by the literaiy 
historian. 

Kippis condemns Sir Symonds D’Ewes for his admiration 
of two anagrams, expressive of the feelings of the times. It 
required the valour of Falstaff to attack extinct anagrams ; 
and our pretended English Bayle thought himself secure in 
pronouncing all anagrammatists to be wanting in judgment 
and taste: yet, if this mechanical critic did not .know some- 
thing of the state and nature of anagrams in Sir Symonds’ 
day, he was more deficient in that curiosity of literature 
which his work required, than plain honest Sir Symonds in 
the taste and judgment of which he is so contemptuously de- 
prived. The author who thus decides on the tastes of another 
age by those of his own day, and whose knowledge of the 
national literature does not extend beyond his own century, 
is neither historian nor critic. The truth is, that AifAaRAMS 
were then the fashionable amusements of the wittiest and the 
most learned. 

jKippis says, and others have repeated, “ That Sir S^nmonds 
D Ewes’s judgment and taste, with regard to wit, were as con- 
temptible as can well be imagined, will be evident from the 
following passage taken from his account of Carr Earl of 
Somerset, and ins wife : ‘ This discontent gave many satirical 
wits occasion to vent themselves into stingie [stinging] libels, 
in which they spared neither the persons nor families of that 
unfortunate pair. There came also two anagrams to my 
hands, not umvorthy to le owned hy the rarest wits of this 
age^ These were, one very descriptive of the** lady, and the 
other, of an incident in which this infamous woman was so 
deeply criminated. 

Frances Howard. Thomas Overburie. 

Car finds a Whore. 0/ Of base Murtherfi 

This sort of wit is not falser at least than the criticism 
which infers that D’Ewes’ “ judgment and taste were as con- 
temptible as can well be for he might have admired these 
anagrams, which, however, are not of the nicest construction. 
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and yet not have been so destitute of those qualities of which 
he is so authoritatively divested. 

Camden has a chapter in his * “ Eemains” on AifAanAMS, 
vrhieh he defines to be a dissolution of a (person’s) name 
into its letters, as its elements ; and a new* connexion into 
words is formed by their transposition, if possible, without 
addition, subtraction, or change of the letters: and the 
w^ords must make a sentence applicable to the person named. 
The Anagram is complimentary or satirical ; it may contain 
some allusion to an event, or describe some personal cha- 
racteristic.^' 

Such difficult trifies it may be convenient at all times to 
discard ; but, if ingenious minds can convert an AiSTAG-EAin; 
into a means of exercising their ingenuity, the things them- 
selves will necessarily become ingenious. No ingenuity can 
make an Acrostic ingenious ; for this is nothing but a me- 
chanical arrangement of the letters of a name, and yet this 
literary folly dong prevailed in Europe. 

As for Akag-eams, if antiquity can consecrate some follies, 
they are of very ancient date. They were classed, among the 
Hebrews, among the cabalistic sciences; they pretended to 
discover occult qualities in proper names ; it was an oriental 
practice j and was caught by the Greeks. Plato had strange 
notions of the influence of Anagrmis when drawn out of 
persoifs’ names ; and the later Platonists are full of the mys- 
teries of the anagrammatic virtues of names. The chimerical 
associations of the character and qualities of a man with his 
name anagrammatised may often have instigated to the choice 
of a vocation, or otherwise affected his imagination. 

Lycophron has left some on record, — two on Ptolemieus 
Philadelphus, King of Egypt, and his Queen Arsinoe. The 
king’s name was thus anagrammatised : — 

nTOAEMAIOS, 

• Atto fieXirog , made or honey ; 

and the queen’s, 

AP2IN0H, 

*'JE[pag XoVf jvno’s violet. 

Learning, which revived under Francis the First in France, 

* Southey, in his ** Doctor,” has a whimsical chapter on Anagi*ams, 
he says, “ are not likely ever again to hold so high a place among 
the prevalent pursuits of literffture as they did in the seventeenth century, 

' when Louis XIII. appointed the Proven^sd, Thomas Billen, to be his royal 
ans^ra^nmatist, and granted him a salary of 12,000 livres.” 
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did not disdain to cultivate this small flower of wit. Daurat 
had such a felicity in making these trifles, that many illus- 
trious persons sent their names to him to he anagrammatised. 
Le Laboureur, the historian, was extremely pleased with the 
anagram made on the mistress of Charles the Ninth of France. 
Her name was 

Marie Touchet, 

Je chaeme tout : 

which is historically just. 

In the assassin of Henry the Third, 

Frh'e Jacques Cle'inentf 

they discovered 

G’est x.’exb'er qui si’ a crIe. 

I preserve a few specimens of some of our own anagrams. 
The mildness of the government of Elizabeth, contrasted with 
her intrepidity against the Iberians, is thus picked out of her 
title ; she is made the English ewe-lamb, and the lioness of 
Spain : — 

BVizcthetha Rerjina Anfflioe, 

Anglis Agna, Hibekl® Lea. 

The unhappy history of Mary Queen of Scots, the depriva- 
tion of her kingdom, and her violent . death, were expressed 
in this Latin anagram : — 

Maria Steu>arda Scotorum Regina: 

Trusa VI Regris, morte amara oado : 

and in 

Maria Sterarta 
Teritas Armata. 

Another fanciful one on our James the First, whose right- 
ful claim to the British monarchy, as the descendant of the 
visionary Arthur, could only have satisfied genealogists of 
romance reading : — 

Charles James Steuart, 

Claims Arthur’s Seat. 

Sylvester, the translator of Da Bartas, considered himself 
fortunate vdien he found in the name of his sovereign the 
strongest bond of affection to his service. In the dedication 
he rings loyal changes on the name of his liege, James Stuart 
in which he finds a just master ! 

The anagram on Monk, afterwards Duke of Albemarle, on 
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the restoration of Charles the Second, included an important 
date in our history : — 

Georgius Morikey Dux de Aumarle, 

JSgo regem reduxi AnP, Sa, mdolvv. 

A slight reversing of the letters in a name produced a happy 
compliment; as in Vernon was found Eenoun; and the cele- 
brated Sir Thomas Wiat bore his own designation in his 
name, a Wit,^ Of the poet Waller the anagrammatist said, 

His brows need not witb Lawrel to be bonnd, 

Since in bis name with Lawrel be is croVn’d. 

"Randle Holmes ^ who has written a very extraordinary vo- 
lume on heraldry, was* complimented by an expressive ana- 
gram : — 

LOy Men's Herald! 

These anagrams were often devoted to the personal attach- 
ments of love or friendship. A friend delighted to twine his 
name with the name of his friend. Ch'ashawey the poet, had 
a literary intimate of the name of Gar^ who was his posthu- 
mous editor ; and, in prefixing some elegiac lines, discovers 
that his late friend Crashawe was Car; for so the anagram of 
Crashawe runs : He was Car, On this quaint discovery, he 
has indulged all the tenderness of his recollections : — 

Was Car then Crasbawe, or was Crasbawe Car ? 

Since both within one name combined are. 

Yes, Car’s Crasbawe, be Car; ’tis Love alone 
Which melts two hearts, of both composmg one, 

So Crasbawe’s still the same, &c. 

A happy anagram on a person’s name might have a moral 
effect on the feelings : as there is reason to believe, that cer- 
tain celebrated names have had some influence on the personal 
character. When one Martha Hicholson^xvsis found out to be 
Soon calm in Hearty the anagram, in becoming familiar to 
her, might afford an opportune admonition. But, perhaps, 
the happiest of anagrams was produced on a singular person 

* Two of the luckiest bits which anagrammatists have made, were on the 
Attomey-Greneral William Noy — “ I moyl in law and Sir JSdmundbury 
Godfrey — “ I find murdered by rogues.” But of unfitting anagrams, none 
were ever more curiously unfit than those whicii v»erc diaeovercd in Mar- 
gu^te de Valois, the profligate Queen of Navarre — “ Salve, Virgo Mater 
Dei ; ou, de vertu royal image.” — Southey’s Doctor, 
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and occasion. Lady Eleanor Davies, the wife of. the cele- 
brated Sir John Davies, the poet, was a very extraordinary 
character. She was the Cassandra of her age ; and several of 
her predictions warranted her to’ conceive she was a pro- 
phetess. As her prophecies in the tronbled times of Chaides 
I. were usually against the government, she was at length 
brought by them into the court of High Commission. The 
prophetess was not a little mad, and fancied the spirit of 
Daniel was in her, from an anagram she had formed of her 
name — 

Eleanor Davies. 

Reveal 0 Daniel ! 

The anagram had too much by an l, and too little by an s ; 
yet Daniel and reveal were in it, and that was sufficient to 
satisfy her inspirations. The court attempted to dispossess 
the spirit from the lady, while the bishops were in vain rea- 
soning the point with her out of the scriptures, to no purpose, 
she poising text against text : — one of the deans of the Arches, 
says Heyhn, ‘‘ shot her thorough and thorough with an arrow 
borrowed from her own quiver:” he took a pen, and at last 
hit upon this elegant anagram : 

Dame Eleanor Davies. 

Never so mad a ladib ! 

The happy fancy put the solemn court into laughter, and* 
Cassandra into the utmost dejection of spirit. Foiled by her 
own weapons, her spirit suddenly forsook her ; and either she 
never afterwai’ds ventured on prophesying, or the anagram 
perpetually reminded her hearers of her state — and we hear 
no more of this prophetess ! 

Thus much have I written in favour of Sir Symonds D’Ewes’s 
keen relish of a ‘‘ stingie anagram and on the error of those 
literary historians, who do not enter into the spirit of the age 
they are writing on. 

We find in the Scribleriad, the Ai^ageams appearing in the 
land of false wit. s 

Rut witli still more disorder’d marcli advance, 

(Nor march it seem’d, but wild fantastic dance,) 

{The uncouth Anagrams, distorted train. 

Shifting, in double mazes, o’er the plain. 

C. ii. lei. 
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The fine humour of Addison was never more playful than 
in his account of that anagrammatist, who, after shutting 
himseh\up for half a year, and having taken certain liberties 
with the name of his misfress, discovered, on presenting his 
anagram, that he had misspelt her smmame ; by which he was 
so thunderstruck with his misfortune, that in a little time 
after he lost his senses, which, indeed, had been very much 
impaired } ^ ttiat continual application he had given to his 
anagram 

One ken^^iius, a German, prided himself on perpetuating 
the nane off every person of eminence who died by an ana- 
gram; buijjl by the description of the bodily pain he suffered on 
thae ocj^^ions, when he shut himself up for those rash 
attempt Is, he seems to have shared in the dying pangs of the 
mortals j* whom he so painfully celebrated. Others appear to 
lave f^actised this art with more facility. A French poet, 
deepl^y in love, in one day sent his mistress, whose name was 
Magd flaine^ three dozen of anagrams on her single name ! 

EveA old Camden, who lived in the golden age of anagrams, 
notices' the dijflcilia ques ^puWhra^ the charming difficulty, 
as a Tv^hetstone of patience to them that shall px'actise it. 
For sorje have been seen to bite their pen, scratch their heads, 
bend thoir brows, bite tbem lips, beat the hoard, tear their 
paper, wl|en their names were fair for somewhat, and caught 
'.nothing therein.” Such was the troubled happiness of an 
anagramrdatist : yet, adds our venerable author, notwith- 
standing **' the sour sort of critics, good anagrams yield a de- 
lightful cemfort and pleasant motion in honest minds.”* 
When the mania of making ahageams prevailed, the little 
persons at court .flattered the great ones at inventing ana- 
grams for ; and when the wit of the maker proved to be 
as barren i . che letters of the name, they dropped or changed 

Brtimmond of Hawtkomdea speaks of anagrams as most idle study ; 
you may of one and the same name make both good and evil. So did my 
uncle find in Anna Hegina, ‘ Ingannare,’ as well of AnTia Bvitmin<^nh 
jRe^f'Wia, ‘ Anna regnantium arbor as he who in Ghmien de, Fa2ois 'found 
♦ Chasse la dure loy,” and after the massacre found ‘ Chasseur desloyal,’ 
Often they are most false, as JSenri de Bmrlon ‘ Bonheur de Biron.’ Of 
all the anagrammatists, and with least pain, he was the best who out 
of liis own name, being Jatiues de la Oliamher, found ‘ La Chamber de 
Jaques/ and rested there : and next to him, here at home, a gentleman 
whose mistress’s name being Amia Cfrcme, he found it an * Anagi'ame^ 
already:" , 
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them, raving with the alphabet, and racking their wits^ 
Among the manuscripts of the gi'ave Sir Julius Ciesar, one 
cannot but smile at a bundle emphatically endorsed “ Trash.” 
It is a collection of these court-anagrams ; a remarkable evi- 
dence of that ineptitude to which mere fashionable wit can 
carry the frivolous. 

In consigning this intellectual exercise to oblivion, we must 
not confound the misei*able and the happy together. A man 
of genius would not consume an hour in extracting (jven a 
fortunate anagram from a name, although on an extraordi- 
nary person or occasion its appositeness might he worth an 
ej^igram. Much of its merit will arise from the association 
of ideas ^ a trifler can only produce wh£it is trifling, but an 
elegant mind may delight by some elegant allusion, and a 
satirical one by its causticity. We have some recent ones, 
which will not easily he forgotten. 

A similar contrivance, that of Echo Vebses, may here be 
noticed. I have given a specimen of these in a modern 
Erench writer, whose sportive pen has thrown out so much, 
wit and humour in liis Echoes.'^' [NTothing ought to be 
contemned which, in the hands of a man of genius, is con- 
verted into a medium of his talents. No verses have been 
considered more contemptible than, these, which, with all 
their kindred, have been anathematised by Butler, in bis ex- 
quisite character of “ a small poet” in his “ Eemains,” whom 
he describes as ‘^tumbling through the hoop of an anagram” 
and f all those gambols of wit.” The philosophical critic 
will be more tolerant than was the orthodox church wit of 
that day, who was,, indeed, alarmed at the fantastical here- 
sies which were then prevailing. I say not a word in favour 
of unmeaning Aceostics ; hut ahaceams and echo 
VEESES may he shown capable of reflecting the ingenuity of 
their makers. I preserve a copy of echo veeses, which 
exliihit a curious picture of the state of our religious fana- 
tics, the iloundheads of Charles I., as an evidence, that in 
the hands of a wit even such things can be converted into 
the instruments of wit. 

At the end of a comedy presented at the entertainment of 
the prince, by the scholars of Trinity College, Cambridge, in 
March, printed for James Calvin, 1642, the author. 


* See ante, Liierahy Follies, what is said on Pannard, 
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Erancis Cole, holds in a print a paper in one hand, and a round 
hat in the other. At the end of all is this humorous little poem. 

THE ECHO. 

Now, Eclio, on what’s religion grounded ? 

Round-head! 

\Yliose its professors most considerable ? 

Ralhle! 

How do these prove themselves to be the godly ? 

Oddly! 

But they in life are known to be the holy, 

0 lie! 

“Who are these preachers, men or women-common ? 

Common ! 

Come they from any iiniversitie 

Citie! 

Bo they not learning from their doctrine sever ? 

Ever! 

Yet they pretend that they do edifie : 

Ofie! 

What do you call it then, to fructify ? 

Ay. 

What church have they, and what pulpits ? 

Pitts! 

But now in chambers the Conventicle; 

Tickle! 

The godly sisters shrewdly are belied. 

* Bellied! 

The godly number then will soon ti'anscend. 

End! 

As for the temples, they with zeal embrace them. 

Rase them! 

What do they make of bishop’s hierarchy? 

Archie!'^ 

Are crosses, images, ornaments their scandall? 

All! 

Nor will they leave us many ceremonies. 

Monies! 

Must even religion down for satisfaction ? 

FactlonJ 

How stand they affected to the goverament civil * 

Evil! 

But to the king they say they are most loyal. 

Lye all! 

Then God keep King and State from these same men. 

Amen! 


* An allusion probably to Archibald Armstrong, the fool or privileged 
jester of Charles I., usually called ArcJiy^ who had a quarrel with Arch- 
bishop Laud, and of whom many arch things are on record. There is a 
little j*cst-book, very high priced, and of little worth, which bears the title 
o Archids Jests. 
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"VVe arc often perplexed to decide how the names of some of 
our eminent men ought to be written ; and we find that they 
are even now written diversely. The truth is, that our 
orthography was so long unsettled among us, that it appears 
by various documents of the times which I have seen, that 
persons were at a loss how to write their own names, and 
most certainly have written them variously. I have some- 
times suspected that estates may have been lost, and descents 
confounded, by such uncertain and disagreeing signatures of 
the same person. In a late suit respecting the Duchess of 
INorfolk’s estate, one of the ancestors has his name printed 
Iligford, while in the genealogy it appears Hichford, I 
think I have seen Ben Jonson's name written by himself 
with an 7t ; and Dry den made use of an i, I have seen an 
injunction to printers with the sign -manual of Charles II., 
not to print Samuel Boteler esquhe’s book or poem called 
Hudibras, without his consent ; but I do not know whether 
Butler thus wrote his name. As late as in 1660, a Dr. 
Cromie was at such a loss to have his name pronounced 
rightly, that he tried six difierent ways of writing it, as ap- 
pears by printed books ; Cron, Croon, Crovn, Crone, Croone, 
and Crovne ; all of which appear under his own hand, as he 
wrote it differently at different periods of his life. In the 
subscription book of the Boyal Society he writes W, Groone^ 
but in his will at the Commons he signs W. Crovne. Bay 
the naturalist informs us that he first wrote his name Wray, 
but afterwards omitted the W. Dr, Whitby, in books pub- 
lished by himself, writes his name sometimes Wliiteby. And 
among the Harleian Manuscripts there is a large collection of 
letters, to which I have often referred, written between 1620 
and 1630, by Joseph Mead; and yet in all his printed 
letters, and his works, even within that period, it is spelt 
Mede ; by which signature we recognise the name of a 
learned man better known to us : it was long before I dis- 
covered the letter-writer to have been this scholar. Oldys, 
in some curious manuscript memoirs of his family, has traced 
the family name through a great variety of changes, and 
sometimes it is at such variance that the person indicated 
will 'not always appear to have belonged to the family. We 
saw recently an advertisement in the newspapers offering five 
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tliousand pounds to prove a marriage in the family of the 
Knevetts, whieh occurred about 1G38. What most discon- 
certed the inquirers is their discovery that the family name 
was written in six or seven^ dilTerent ways : a circumstance 
which I have no doubt will be found in most family names in 
England. Fuller mentions that the name of Villers was 
fourteen diiierent wa 3 'S in the deeds of that family. 

I shall illustrate this subject by the history of the names 
of two of our most illustrious countrymen, Shakspeare and 
Bawleigh. 

We all remember the day when a violent literary contro- 
versy was opened, nor is it yet closed, respecting the spelling 
of our poet’s name. One great editor persisted in his trium- 
phant discovery, by printing Sliahspere^ while another would 
only partially yield, Shahspeare ; but all parties seemed will- 
ing to drop the usual and natural derivation of his name, in 
which we are surely warranted from a passage in a contem- 
porary writer, who alludes by the name to a conceit of his 
own, of the martial spirit of the poet.^ The truth seems to 
bo, then, that personal names were written by the ear, since 
the persons themselves did not attend to the accurate writing 
of their own names, which they changed sometimes capri- 
ciously, and sometimes with anxious nicety. Our great 
poet’s name appears SJiaJcspere in the register of Stratford 
church ; it is Bhahspeare in the body of his will, but that 
very instrument is indorsed Mr. Bhaclcspere^ s will. lie him- 
self has written his name in two different ways, Bhahspeare 
and Blialcspere. Mr. Colman says, the poet’s name in his own 
county is pronounced with the first a short, which accounts 
for this mode of writing the name, and proves that the 
orthoepy rather than the orthography of a person’s name 
was most attended to; a very questionable and uncertain 
standard.f 

* The writer was Bancroft, who, in his Two Bootes of ExngnmSf 1639, 
has the following addressed to the poet — 

Thou hast so us’d thy pen, or shooJee tliy sjpeare, 

That poets startle, nor thy wit come neare. 

f There can he little doubt now, after a due consideration of evidence, 
that the proper way of spelling ov." cr-'cr/ .'’ra'T-'tis*'’’' rame ?!nkc"po‘'.rr. in 
accordance with its siguilicaLio*! : i :hciL- - -.'-j i .-r ■'.‘.l ;]>c pr./m”- 

ciaiaon of the first syllable wr.s "i., i. '-i "i.' :p, .‘/i.: d j 
patois gave it the sound of Sliaxycre. In the earliest entries of the -name 
in legal records, it is written Schakespere ; the name of the great dramatist’s 
father is entered in the Stratford corporation hooks in 1565 as John 
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Auotlier remai‘kable instance of this sort is the name of 
Sir Walter MaioJey, which I am myself uncertain how to 
write ; although I have discovered a fact which proves how 
it should be pronounced. 

Bawley’s name was spelt by himself and by his contem- 
poraries in all sorts of ways. V/e find it Ealegh, Ealeigh, 
Eawleigh, Eaweley, and Eawly ; the last of ^which at least 
preserves its pronunciation. This great man, when young, 
subscribed his name “ Walter Baweley of the Middle Tem- 
ple’* to. a copy of verses, prefi 3 ;ed to a satire called the Steel- 
Glass, in George Gascoigne’s Works, 1576. Sir Walter w^as 
then a young student, and these verses, both by their spirit 
and signature, cannot fail to be his ; however, this matter is 
doubtful, for the critics have not met elsewhere with his 
name thus written. The orthoepy of the name of this great 
man I can establish by the following fact. When Sir^'A'iilier 
was first introduced to James the First, on the King’s ariival 
in England, with whom, being united with an opposition 
party, he was no favourite, the Scottish monarch gave him 
this broad- reception : “ Eawly ! Eawly ! true enough, for I 
think of thee very Bawly, mon !” There is^ also an enigma 
contained in a distich written by a lady of the times, which 
preserves the real pronunciation of the name of this extra- 
ordinaiy man. 

Wiiat’s bad for the stomach, and the word of dishonour, 

Is the name of the man, whom the king will not honour. 

Thus our ancient personal names were written down by 
the eai' at a period when we had no settled orthography ; 
and even at a later period, not distant from our own times, 
some persons, it might be shown, have been equally puzzled 
how to write their names ; witness the Thomsons, Thomp- 
sons. ; the Wartons, Whartons, &e. 


NAMES OE OUE STEEETS. 

Loeu Osronn has in one of his letters projected a curious 
work to be written in a walk through the streets of the 
metropolis, similar to a French work, entitled' “ Anecdotes 

Shacksper. There are many varieties of spelling the name, but that is 
strictly in accordance with other instances of the looseneMS of spelling 
usual with unriters of that era ; as a general i-ule, the printed form of an 
author’s name seldom varied, and may be.accepted as the coivect one. 
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des Eues de Paris.” I know of no such work, and suspect 
tke vivacious writer alluded in his mind to Saint Poix’s 
“ Essais Historiques sur Paris,” a very entertaining work, of 
which the plan is that projected by his lordship. Wo have 
had Pennant’s “ London,” a work of this description ; but, 
on the whole, this is a superficial performance, as it regards 
manners, characters, and events. That antiquary skimmed 
everything, and grasped scarcely anything ; he wanted the 
patience of research, and the keen spirit which revivifies the 
past. Should Lord Orford’s project be carried into execution, 
or rather should Pennant be hereafter improved, it would be 
first necessary to obtain the original names, or the meanings, 
of our streets, free from the disguise in which time has con- 
cealed them. We shall otherwise lose many characters of 
persons, and many remarkable events, of which their original 
denominations would remind the historian of our streets. 

I have noted down a few of these modern misnomers, that 
this future historian may be excited to discover more. * 

Mincing-lane was Minclieon-lane ; from tenements pertain- 
ing to the Mineheons, or nuns of St. Helen’s, in Bishopsgate- 
street. 

OwUer4ane^ corrupted from Guthunm^ $4ane'‘; from its 
first owner, a citizen of great trade. 

JBlacTcwall-liaU was BahewelVs-haTl^ from one Thomas Bake- 
well j and originally called Basing'' s-liaugliy from a consider- 
able family of that name, whose arms were once seen on the 
ancient building, and whose name is still perpetuated in 
Basing'' s-lane. 

Mncli-lane was Finlce's-lane^ from a whole family of this 
name. 

Thread-needle-street was originally Thrid^^needle-streef, as 
Samuel Clarke dates it from his study there. 

Billiter-lane is a corruption of Bellzettef s-lane, from the 
first builder or owner. 

Orutched-friars was Groivclied or Crossed-fnars. 

Lothhury was so named from the noise of founders at their 
work; and, as Howell pretends, this place was called 
J>UTy^ “ disdainedly.” 

Garlich-hill was Garliche-liitlie, or Jiive^ where garlick was 
sold. 

Miter-lane has been erroneously supposed to have some 
connexion with the fetters of criminals. It was in Charles 



Names of our Streets. 


241 


the First’s time written Fewtor-lane^ and is so in Howell’s 
“ Londinopolis,” who explains it from “ Feiotors (or idle 
people) lying there as in a way leading to gardens.” It was 
the haunt of these Faitors^ or “mighty beggars.” The 
Faitour^ that is, a defaytor, or defaulter Fewtor; and 
in the rapid pronunciation, or conception, of names, Fewtor 
has ended in Fetter-lane. 

Qracechurck-street, sometimes called Gracioiis-street, was 
originally Grass-street^ from a herb-market there. 

Fencliuroh-street. from a fenny or moorish srrouud by a 
river side. 

Galley -'key has preserved its name, but its origin may have 
been lost. Howell, in his “ Londinopolis,” says, “ here dwelt 
strangers called Galley-men, who brought wines, <fec. in Gal- 
leys, 

Greek-street,^^ says Pennant, “I am sony to degrade 
into Grig-street whether it alludes to the little vivacious 
eel, or to the merry character of its tenants, he does not 
resolve, 

Brideivell was St. Bridget' s-ioell, from one dedicated to 
Saint Bride, or Bridget. 

Maryhone was St, Mary-on-tlie-Bourne, corrupted to Nary- 
"hone ; as JEolhorn was Old Bourn, or the Old Eiyer ; Bourne 
being the ancient English for riiJer ,* hence the Scottish Ezma. 

Newington was New-town. 

Maiden-lane was so called from an image of the Virgin, 
which, in Catholic days, had stood there, as Bagford writes 
to Hearne ; and he says, that the frequent sign of the Maiden- 
head was derived from “ our Lady’s head.” '' 

Lad-lane was originally Lady's-lane, from the same per- 
sonage. 

Bood-lane was so denominated from a Eood, or J esus on 
the cross, there placed, which was held in great regard. 

Ficeadilly was named after a hall called Ficcadilla-Jiall, a 
place of sale for Ficcadillies, or turn-overs; a part of the 
fashionable dress which appeared about 1614. It has pre- 
served its name uncorrupted ; for Barnabe Eice, in his 
“Honestie of the Age,” has this passage on “the body- 
makers that do swarm through all pai'ts, both of London and 
about London. The body is still pampered up in the very 
dropsy of excess. He that some fortie years sithens should 
have asked after a Fickadilly, I wonder who would have 

YOIi, II. B 
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understood him ; or could have told what a FichadiJly had 
been, either fish or flesh.” 

Strype notices that in the liberties of Saint Catharine is a 
place called Hangmerd s^galns ; the traders of Mammes and 
Guynes^ in France, anciently resorted there; thence the 
strange corruption. 

Smith field is a corruption of Smootlifield ; smith signifies 
smooth, fi'om the Saxon An antiquarian friend has 

seen it designated in a deed as campus planus, which confirms 
the original meaning. It is described in Fitz Stephen’s ac- 
count of London, written before the twelfth century, as a 
plain field, both in reality and name, where every Friday 
there is a celebrated rendezvous of fine horses, brought hither 
to be sold. Thither come to look or buy a great number of 
earls, barons, knights, and a swarm of citizens. It is a pleas- 
ing sight to behold the ambling nags and generous colts, 
proudly prancing.” This ancient writer continues a minute 
description, and, perhaps, gives the earliest one of a horse- 
race in this country. It is remarkable that Smithfield should 
have continued as a market for cattle for more than six cen- 
turies, with only the change of its vowels. 

This is sufficient to show how the names of our streets re- 
quire either, to be corrected, or explained by their historian. 
The French, among the numerous projects for the moral im- 
provement of civilised man, had one, which, had it not been 
polluted by a horrid faction, might have been directed to a 
noble end. It was to name streets after eminent men. This 
’^auld at least preserve them from the corruption of, the 
jieople, and exhibit a jierpetual monument of moral feeling 
and of glory, to the rising genius of every age. With what 
excitement and delight may the young contemplaiist. who 
first studies at Gray’s Inn, be reminded of i V re? -huihihiu'I 

The names of streets will often he fouiu'i coui.-ri-.d 
some singular event, or the character of some person ; and 
anecdotes of our streets might occupy an entertaining an- 
tiquary. Not long ago, a Hebrew, who had a quarrel with 
his community about the manner of celebrating the Jewish 
festival in commemoration of the fate of Haman, called 
built a neighbourhood at Bethnal-green, and retained the 
subject of his anger in the name which the houses beai% of 

* The term seems to have been applied to the article from the pointed 
or ;peatced edges of the lace which surrounded the stiff pleated ruffs, and 
may be constantly seen in portraits of the era of Elizabeth and James. 
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P^^J'^w-plaee. This may startle some theological antiquary 
at a remote period, who may idly lose himself in abstruse con- 
jectures on the sanctity of a name, derived from a well-known 
Hebrew festival ; and, perhaps, in his imagination be induced 
to colonise the spot with an ancient horde of Israelites 1 


SECRET HISTORY OE EDWARD YERE, EARL OP OXFORD. 

It is an odd circumstance in literary research, that I am 
enabled to correct a story which was written about 1680. 
The Aubrey Papers, recently published wi^h singular faith- 
fulness, retaining all their peculiarities, even to the grossest 
errors, were memoranda for the use of Anthony Wood’s great 
work. But beside these, the Oxford antiquary had a very 
extensive literary correspondence ; and it is known, that when 
speechless and dying he evinced the fortitude to call in two 
friends to destroy a vast multitude of papers : about two 
bushels full were ordered for the fh-es lighted for the occasion ; 
and, ‘‘ as he was expiring, he expressed both his knowledge 
and approbation of what was done,,, by throwing out his 
hands.” Those tv/o bushels full were not, however, all his 
papers ; his more private ones he had oi'dered not to I5e opened 
for seven years. T suspect also, that a great number of letters 
were not, burnt on this occasion ; for I have discovered a 
manuscript written about 1720 to 1730, and which, the writer 
tells us, consists of “Excerpts out of Anthony Wood’s papers.” 
It is closely written, and contains many curious facts not to 
be found elsewhere. These papers of Anthony Wood proba- 
bly still exist in the Ashmolean Museum ; should they have 
perished, in that case this solitary manuscript will be the solo 
record of many interesting particulars. 

By these I correct a little story, which may be found in 
the Aubrey Papers, vol. iii. 395. It is an account of one 
Nicholas Hill, a man of great learnhig, and in the high con- 
fidence of a remarkable and munificent Earl of Oxford, tra- 
velling with him abroad. I transcribe the printed Aubrey 
account. 

“ In his travels with his lord (I forget whether Italy or 
G-ermany , but I think the former), a poor man begged him to 
give him a penny. ^ A penny 1’ said Mr. Hill; ‘what dost 
say to ten pounds ? ’ — ‘ Ah ! ton pounds,* said the beggar ; 
‘ that would make a man happy.’ Mr. Hill gave him imme- 
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diately ten pounds, and putt it downe upon account. Item, 
to a beyyar ten pounds to make him hapjpy !^^ — The point of 
this story has been marred in the telling : it was drawn up 
from the following letter by Aubrey to A. Wood, dated July 
15, 1689. “A poor man asked Mr. Hill, his lordship’s 
steward, once to give him sixpence, or a shilling, for an alms. 
‘ What dost say, if I give thee ten pounds ? ’ ‘ Ten pounds ! 

that would make a man of me ! ’ Hill gave it him, and put 
down in his account, ‘ £10 for making a which his 

lordship inquiring about for the oddness of the expression, 
not only allowed, but was pleased with it.” 

This philosophical humorist was the steward of Edward 
Vere, Earl of Oxford, in the reign of Elizabeth. This peer 
was a person of elegant accomplishments ; and Lord Orford, 
in his “ Noble Authors,” has given a higher-character of him 
than perhaps he may deserve. He was of the highest rank, 
in great favour with the queen, and, in the style of the day, 
when all our fashions and our poetry were moulding them- 
selves on the Italian model, he was the “ Mirrour of Tusca- 
nismo and, in a word, this coxcombical peer, after seven 
years’ residence in Florence, returned highly “ Italianated.” 
The ludicrous motive of this peregrination is given in the 
present manuscript account. Haughty of his descent and 
alliance, irritable with effeminate dehcacy and personal vanity, 
a little • chcumstance, almost too minute to be recorded, in- 
flicted such an injury on his pride, that in his mind it required 
years of absence from the court of England ere it could be 
forgotten. Once making a low obeisance to the queen, before 
the whole court, this stately and inflated peer suffered a mis- 
chance, which has happened, it is said, on a like occasion — ^it 
was “ light as air I” But this accident so sensibly hurt his 
mawkish delicacy, and so humbled his aristocratic dignity, 
that he could not raise his eyes on his royal mistress. He 
resolved from that day to “ be a banished man,” and resided 
for seven years in Italy, living in more grandeur at Florence 
than the Grand Duke of Tuscany. He spent in those years 
forty thousand pounds. On his return he presented the queen 
with embroidered gloves and perfumes, then for the first time 
introduced into England, as Stowe has noticed. Part of the 
new presents seem to have some reference to the earl’s former 
mischance. The queen received them graciously, and was 
even painted wearing those gloves ; but my authority states, 
'that the masculine sense of Elizabeth could not abstain from 
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congratulating the noble coxcomb ; perceiving, she said, that 
at length my lord had forgot the mentioning the little mis- 
chance of seven years ago ! 

This peer’s munificence abroad was indeed the talk of 
Europe; but the secret motive of this was as wicked as 
that of his travels had been ridiculous. This Earl of Oxford 
had married the daughter of Lord Burleigh, and when this 
great statesman would not consent to save the life of the 
Duke of Norfolk, the friend of this carl, he swore to revenge 
himself on the countess, out of hatred to his father-ih-law. 
He not only forsook her, but studied every means to waste 
that great inheritance which had descended to him from his 
ancestors. Secret history often startles us with unexpected 
discoveries : the personal affectations of this earl induced him 
to quit a court where he stood in the highest favour, to 
domesticate himself abroad; and a family jpique was the 
secret motive of that splendid prodigality which, at Florence, 
could throw into shade the court of Tuscany itself. 


ANCIENT COOKEKY, AND COOKS. 

The memorable grand dinner given by the classical doctor in 
Peregrine Pickle, has indisposed our tastes for the cookery of 
the ancients ; but, since it is often “ the cooks who spoil the 
broth,” we cannot be sure but that even ‘‘ the black Lacedse- 
monian,” stirred by the spear of a Spartan, might have had a 
poignancy for him, "which did not happen at the more recent 
classical banquet. 

The cookery of the ancients must have been superior to 
our humbler art, since they could find dainties in the tough 
membranous parts of the matrices of a sow, and the flesh of 
young hawks, and a young ass. The elder Pliny records, that 
one man had studied the art of fattening snails with paste so 
successfully, that the shells of some of his snails would con- 
tain many quarts."^ The same monstrous taste fed up those 
prodigious goose livers ; a taste still prevailing in Italy. 
Swine were fattened with whey and figs ; and even fish in 
their ponds were increased by such artificial means. Our 
prize oxen might have astonished a E.oman as much as one 

* Nat. Hist. lib. ix. 56. Snails are still a common dish in Yienna, and 
are eaten with eggs. 
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of their cramined ge^ocks would ourselves. Gluttony pro- 
duces monsters, anir turns away from natui’e to feed on un- 
wholesome meats. The flesh of young foxes about autumn, 
when they fed on grapes, is praised by Galen ; and Hippocrates 
equals the flesh of puppies to that of birds. The humorous 
Dr, King, who has touched on this subject, suspects that 
many of the Greek dishes appear charming from their inelli- 
finous terminations, I'esounding with a floios and toios. Dr. 
King’s description of the Virtuoso Bentivogiio or Bentley, 
-with his “ Bill of Fare ” out of Athenseus, probably suggested 
to Smollett his celebrated scene. 

‘ The numerous descriptions of ancient ,eookery which Athe- 
nseus has preserved indicate an unrivalled dexterity and refine- 
ment: and the ancients, indeed, appeal* to have raised the 
culinary art into a science, and dignified cooks into professors. 
They had writers who exhausted their erudition and in- 
genuity in verse and prose ; while some were proud to 
immortalise their names by the invention of a poignant sauce, 
or a popular gdteau. Apicius, a name immortalised, and 
now synonymous with a gorger, was the inventor of cakes 
called Apicians ; and one Aristoxenes, after many unsuccess- 
ful combinations, at length hit on a peculiar manner of 
seasoning hams, thence called Aristoxenians. The namSi of a 
late nobleman among ourselves is thus invoked every day. 

Of these JErudites gulm Archestratus, a culinary philoso- 
pher, composed an epic or didactic poem on good eating. His 
“Gastrology” became the creed of the epicures, and its 
pathos appears to have made what is so - expressively called 

their mouths water.” The idea has been recently success- 
fully imitated by a French poet.'^* Archestratus thus opens 
his subject : — 

I write these precepts for immortal Gfreece, 

That round a table delicately spread, 

Or three, or four, may sit in choice repast, 

Or -five at most. Who otherwise shall dine, 

Are like a troop marauding for their prey. 

The elegant Eomans declared that a repast should not con- 
sist of less in number than the Graces, nor of more than the 
Muses. They had, however, a quaint proverb, which Alex- 
ander ah Alexandro has preserved, not favourable even 

* Dr. Lister published in the early part of the last century an amusing 
poem, The Art of Cookery, in imitation of * Horace’s Art of Poetry.’” 
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to so large a dinner-party as nine; it turns on a play of 
words : — 

Sep tern convivium, Kovem convicium facere.* **^ 

An elegant Eoman, meeting a friend, regretted he could 
not invite him to dinner, “ because my nmdier is complete.” 

When Archestratus acknowledges that some things are for 
the winter, and some for the summer, he consoles himself, 
that though we cannot have them at the same time, yet, at 
least, we may talk about them at all times. 

This great genius seems to have travelled over land and 
seas that he might critically examine the things themselves, 
and improve, with new discoveries, the table-luxuries. He 
indicates the places for peculiar edibles and exquisite potables; 
and promulgates his precepts with the zeal of a sublime 
legislator, who is dictating a code designed to ameliorate tlie 
imperfect state of society. 

A philosopher worthy to bear the title of cook, or a cook 
worthy to be a philosopher, according to the numerous curious 
passages scattered in Athensus, was an extraordinary genius, 
endowed not merely with a natural aptitude, but with all ac- 
quired accomplishments. The philosophy, or the meta- 
physics, of cookery appears in the following passage : — 

*‘Know tlien, the Cook, a dinner that’s bespoke, 

Aspiring to prepare, with prescient zeal 

Should know the tastes and humoui's of the guests ; 

For to druHlcrcs through the common work, 

H'.M'u’.MLi.' oi ii'anner, careless what the place 
Ana seasuns claim, and what the favouring hour 
’ Auspicious to his genius may present, 

Why, standing ’midst the multitude of men, 

Call we this plodding /Wcasccer a Cook? 

Oh differing far ! and one is not the other ! 

We call indeed the general of an army 
Him who is charged to lead it to the war ; 

But the true general is the man whose mind, 

Mastering events, anticipates, combines ; 

Else is he hut a leader to his men ! ' 

With our profession thus ; the first who comes 
May with a humble toil, or slice, or chop, 

Prepare the ingredients, and around the fire 
Obsequious, him I call a fricasseer ! 

But ah ! the cook a brighter glory crowns ! 


* Gfenial. Bierum, II. 283, Lug. 1673. The writer has collected in 

this chapter a variety of curious particulars on this subject. 
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Well still’d is lie to know tke place, the hour, 

Him who invites, and him who is invited, 

What fish in season makes the market rich, 

A choice delicious rarity ! I know 
That all, we always find ; but always all, 

Charms not the pdate, critically fine. 

Archestratus, in culinary lore 
Deep for his time, in this more learned age 
Is wanting; and full offe he surely talks 
Of what he never ate. Suspect his page, 

Nor load thy genius with a barren precept. 

Look not in books for what some idle sage 
So idly raved ; for cookery is an art 
Comporting ill with rhetoric ; ’tis an art 
Still changing, and of momentary triumph 1 
Know on thyself thy genius must depend. 

All books of cookery, all helps of art, 

All critic learning, all commenting notes, 

Are vain, if, void of genius, thou wouldst cook !” 

The culinary sage thus spoke : his friend 
Demands, ‘‘Where is the ideal cook thou paint’ st?” 

“Lo, I the man?” the savouring sage replied. 

“Now be thine eyes the witness of my art ! 

This tunny drest, so odorous shall steam, 

The spicy sweetness so shall steal thy sense, 

That thou in a delicious reverie 

Shalt slumber heavenly o’er the Attic dish I” 

In anotlier passage a Master-Cook conceives himself to be 
a pupil of Epicurus, whose favourite but ambiguous axiom, 
that “ Toluptuousiiessis the sovereign good/’ was interpreted 
by the hon-vivans of antiquity in the plain sense. 

Master Cook. 

Behold in me a pupil of the school 
• Of the sage Epicurus, 

Frierd. 

Thou a sage ! 

Master Cook. 

Ay ! Epicurus too was sure a cook, 

And knew the sovereign good. Nature his study, 

While practice perfected his theory. 

Divine philosophy alone can teach 

The difference which the fish Gloc'lscus'^ shows 

'* The commentators have not been able always* to assign known names 
to the great variety of fish, particularly sea-fish, the ancients used, many 
of which we should revolt at. One of their dainties was a shell-fish, 
prickly like a hedgehog, called EcMnus. They ate the dog-fish, the star- 
fish, porpoises or sea-hogs, and even seals. In Dr. Moffet’s “ Begiment of 
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In winter and in summer : how to learn 
Which fish to choose, when set the Pleiades, 

And at the solstice. *Tis change of seasons 
Which threats mankind, and shakes their changeful frame. 
This dost thoTi comprehend ? Know, what we use 
In season, is most seasonably good ! 

Feiend, 

Most learned cook, who can observe these canons 
Mastee Cook. 

And therefore phlegm and colics make a man 
A most indecent guest. The aliment 
Dress’d in my kitchen is true aliment; 

Light of digestion easily it passes ; 

The chyle soft-blending from the juicy food , 

Eepairs the splids. 


Feiekd. 

Ah ! the chyle ! the solids ! 

Thou new Democritus ! thou sage of medicine ! 

Versed in the mysteries of the latric art I 

Mastee Cook. 

Now mark the blunders of our vulgar cooks ! 

See them prepare a dish of various fish, 

Showering profuse the pounded Indian grain, 

An overpowering vapour, gallimaufry 
A multitude confused of pothering odours ! 

But, know, the genius of the art consists 
To make the nostrils feel each scent distinct ; 

And not in washing plates to free from smoke. 

I never enter in my kitchen, I ! 

But sit apart, and in the cool direct. 

Observant of what passes, scullions’ toil. 

Feiend. 

What dost thou there ? 

Mastee Cook. 

I guide the mighty whole ; 

Explore the causes, prophesy the di^. 

Diet,” an exceeding curious writer of the reign of Elizabeth, republished 
by Oldys, may be found an ample account of the “ sea-fish” used by the 
hncients. — ^Whatever the Glociscus was, it seems to have been of great size, 
and a shell-fish, as we may infer from the following curious passage in 
AthenJBus. A father, informed that his son is leading a dissolute life, 
enraged, remonstrates with his pedagogue ; — “ Knave ! thou art the fault ! 
hast thou ever known a philosopher yield himself so en-firely to the plea- 
sures thou tellest me of?” The pedagogue replies by a Yes I and that 
the sages of the Portico are great drunkards, and none know better than 
they how to attach a Glociscus, 
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*Tis thus I speak *. ** Leave, leave that ponderous ham ; 
Keep up the fire, and lively play the flame 
Beneath those lobster patties ; patient here, 

, Fix’d as a statue, skim, incessant skim. 

Steep well this small Glociscus in its sauce, 

And boil that sea-dog in a cullender ; 

This eel requires more salt and marjoram ; 

Boast well that piece of kid on either side 
Equal ; that sweetbread boil not over much.’* 

’Tis thus, my friend, I make the concert play. 

PniEND. 

0 man of science ! *tis thy babble kills 1 

Master Cook. 

And then no useless dish my table crowds ; 

Harmonious ranged, and consonantly just. 

Friend. 

Ha ! what means this ? 

Master Cook. 

Divinest music all I 
As in a concert instruments resound. 

My ordered dishes in their courses chime. 

So Epicurus dictated the art 

Of sweet voluptuousness, and ate in order, 

Musing delighted o’er the sovereign good ! 

Let raving Stoics in a labyrinth 

Bun after virtue ; they shall find no end. 

Thou, what is foreign to mankind, abjure. 

Friend. 

Bight honest Cook ! thou wak’st me from their dreams ! 

Another cook informs us that he adapts his repasts to his 
personages. 

1 like to see the faces of my guests, 

To feed them as their age and station claim. 

My kitchen changes, as my guests inspire 
The various spectacle ; for lovers now, 

Philosophers, and now for financiers, 
li my young royster be a mettled spaik, 

Who melts an acre in a savouiy dish 
To charm his mistress, scuttle-fish and crabs, 

And all the shelly race, with mixture due 
Of cordials filter^, exquisitely rich. 

Fur such a host, my friend ! expends much more 
In 'oil than cotton ; solely studying love ! 

To a philosopher, that animal, 

Voracious, solid ham and bulky feet ; 

But to the financier, with costly nicenesF, 
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Glociscus rare, or rarity more rai*e. 

Insensible tbe palate of old age, 

3\rore difficult than tbe soft lips of youth 
To move, I put much mustard in their dish ; 
With quickening sauces make their stupor keen, 
And lash the lazy blood that creeps within. 


Another genius, in tracing the art of cookery, denves from 
it nothing less than the origin of society ; and I think 
that some philosopher has defined man to be a cooking 
animal.” 

Cook. 


“ The art of cookery drew us gently forth ^ 

From that ferocious life, when void of faith 
The Anthropophaginian ate his brother ! 

To cookery we owe well-ordered states, 

Assembling men in dear society. 

Wild was the earth, man feasting upon man, 

When one of nobler sense and milder heart 
First sacrificed an animal ; the flesh 
Was sweet ; and man then ceased to feed on man ! 
And something of the rudeness of those times 
The priest commemorates ; for to this day 
He roasts the victim’s entrails without salt. 

In those dark times, beneath the eaith lay hid 
The precious salt, that gold of cookery ! 

But when its particles the palate thrill’d, 

The source of seasonings, charm of cookery ! came. 
They served a paunch with rich ingredients stored; 
And tender kid, within two covering plates, 

Warm melted in the mouth. So art improved ! 

At length a miracle not yet perform’d, 

They minced the meat, which roll’d in herbage soft, 
Nor meat nor herbage seem’d, but to the eye, 

And to the taste, the counterfeited dish 
Mimick’d some curious fish ; invention rare ! 

Then every dish was season’d more and more, 
Salted, or sour, or sweet, and mingled oft 
Oatmeal and honey. To enjoy the meal 
Men congregated in the populous towns, 

And cities flourish’d which we cooks adorn’d 
With all the pleasures of domestic life. 


An arcli-cook insinuates that there remain only two 
pillars of the state,” besides himself, of the school of Sinon, 
one of the great masters of the condimenting art. Sinon, we 
are tolfi, applied the elements of all the arts and sciences to 
this favourite one. ISTatural philosophy could produce a secret 
seasoning for a dish ; and architecture the art of conducting 
the smoke out of a chimney : which, saj's he, if ungovernable, 
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makes a great difference in the dressing. From the military 
science he derived a sublime idea of order ; drilling the under 
cooks, marshalling the kitchen, hastening one, and making 
another a sentinel. We find, however, that a portion of this 
divine art, one of the professors acknowledges to be vapouring 
and bragging ! — a seasoning in this art, as well as in others. 
A cook ought never to come unaccompanied by all the pomp 
and parade of the kitchen : with a scurvy appearance, he will 
be turned away at sight ; for all have eyes, but few only 
understanding.* 

Another occult part of this profound mystery, besides 
vapouring, consisted, it seems, in filching. Such is the counsel 
of a patriarch to an apprentice ! a precept which contains a 
truth for all ages of cookery. 

Carian ! time well thy ambidextrous part, 

Nor always filch. It was but yesterday, 

Blundering, they nearly caught thee in the fact ; 

None of thy balls had livers, and the guests, 

In horror, pierced their airy emptiness. 

Not even the brains were there, thou brainless hound ! 

If thou art hired among the middling class. 

Who pay thee freely, be thou honourable ! 

But for this day, where now we go to cook, 

E’en out the master’s throat for all I care ; 


* Ben Jonson, in his ‘^Staple of News,” seems to have had these pas- 
sages in view when he wrote : — 

A master cook ! Why, he’s the man of men 
For a professor, he designes, he drawes, 

He paints, he carves, he builds, he fortifies ; 

Makes citadels of curious fowl and fish. 

Some he dry-dishes, some moats round with broths, 

Mounts marrow-bones, cuts fifty-angled custards. 

Bears bulwark pies, and for his outerworks 
He raiseth ramparts of immortal cmst ; 

And teacheth all the tactics at one dinner : 

What rankes, what files to put his dishes in ; 

The whole art military. Then he knows 
The influence of the stars upon his meats, 

And all their seasons, tempers, qualities ; 

And so to fit his relishes and sauces. 

He has Nature in a pot, ’bove all the chemists, 

Or airy brethren of the rosy-cross. 

He is an architect, an ingineer, 

A soldier, a physician, a philosopher, 

A general mathematician ! 
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A word to til’ wise,” and show thyself lay scholar I 
There thou mayst filch and revel ; all may yield 
Some secret profit to thy sharking hand. 

’Tis an old miser gives a sordid dinner, 

And weeps o’er every sparing dish at table ; 

Then if I do not find thou dost devour 
All thou canst touch, e’en to the very coals, 

I will disown thee 1 Lo ! old Skin-flint comes; 

In his dry eyes what parsimony stares ! 

These cooks of the ancients, who appear to have been hired 
for a grand dinner, carried their art to the most whimsical 
perfection. They were so dexterous as to he able to serve up 
a whole pig boiled on one side, and roasted on the other. The 
<jook who performed this feat defies his guests to detect the 
place where the knife had separated the animal, or how it was 
contrived to stuff the belly with an olio composed of thrushes 
and other birds, slices of the matrices of a sow, the yolks of 
eggs, the bellies of hens with their soft eggs flavoured with a 
rich juice, and minced meats highly spiced. When this cook 
is entreated to explain his secret art, he solemnly swears by 
the manes of those who braved all the dangers of the plain of 
Marathon, and combated at sea at Salamis, that he will not 
reveal the secret that year. But of an incident so trium- 
phant in the annals of the gastric art, our philosopher would 
not deprive posterity of the knowledge. The animal had 
been bled to death by a wound under the shoulder, whence, 
after a copious effusion, the master-cook extracted the entrails, 
washed them with wine, and hanging the animal by the feet, 
he crammed down the throat the stuffings already prepared. 
Then covering the half of the pig with a paste of barley, 
thickened with wine and oil, ha put it in a small oven, or on 
a heated table of brass, where it was gently roasted with all 
due care : when the skin was browned, he boiled the other 
side ; and then, taking away the barley paste, the pig was 
served up, at once boiled and roasted. These cooks, with a 
vegetable, could counterfeit the shape and the taste of fish 
and flesh. The king of Bithynia,in some expedition against 
the Scythians, in the winter, and at a great distance from the 
sea, had a violent longing for a small fish called apliy — a pil- 
chard, a herring, or an anchovy. His cookout a turnip to the 
perfect imitation of its shape ; then fried in oil, salted, and 
well powdered with the grains of a dozen black poppies, his 
m£^^^ty\s taste was so exquisitely deceived, that he praised 
the root to his guests as an excellent fish. This transmuta- 
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tion of vegetables into meat or Bsh is a province of the 
culinary art which we appear to have lost ; yet these are cihi 
innocenfes, compared with the things themselves. No people 
are such gorgers of mere animal food as our own ; the art of 
preparing vegetables, pulse, and roots, is scarcely known in 
this country. This cheaper and healthful food should bo 
iiitroduced among the common people, who neglect them from 
net knowing how to dress them. The peasant, for want of 
this skill, treads under foot the best meat in the world ; and 
sometimes the best way of dressing it is least costly. 

The gastric art must have reached to its last perfection, 
when we find that it had its history ; and that they knew how 
to ascertain the mra of a dish with a sort of chronological 
exactness. The philosophers of Athenseus at table dissert on 
every dish, and tell us of one called maaii, that there was a 
treatise composed on it ; that it was first introduced at 
Athens, at the epoeha of the Macedonian empire, but that it 
was undoubtedly a Thessalian invention; the most sumptuous 
people of all the Greeks. The maati was a term at length 
applied to any dainty of excessive delicacy, always served the 
last. 

But as no art has ever attained perfection without numerous 
admirers, and as it is the public which only can make such 
exquisite cooks, our curiosity may he excited to inquire 
whether the patrons of the gastric art were as great enthusiasts 
as its professors. 

We see they had writers who exhausted their genius on these 
professional topics ; and bool^s of cookery were much read : 
for a comic poet, quoted by iltlienmus, exhibits a character 
exulting in having procured ‘‘ The New Kitchen of Pluloxe- 
nus, which,” says he, “I keep for myself to read in my 
solitude.” That these devotees to the culinary art undertook 
journeys to remote parts of the world, in quest of these dis* 
coveries, sufficient facts authenticate. England had the 
honour to furnish them wibh oysters, which they fetched from 
about Sandwich. . Juvenal^^' records th.at Mont anus was so well 
skilled in the science of good eating, that he could tell by the 
first bite whether they were English or not. The well-known 
Apicius poured into his stomach an immense fortune. He 
usually resided at Minturna, a town in Campania, where he 
ate shrimps at a high price : they were so large, that those of 


« Sat. ir. 140, 
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Smyrna, and the prawns of Alexandria, could not be compared 
with the shrimps of Minturna. However, this luckless epi- 
cure was informed that the shrimps in Africa were more mon- 
strous ; and lie embarks without losing a da}^ He encounters 
p great storm, and through imminent danger arrives at the 
shores of Africa. The fishermen bring him the largest for 
size their nets could furnish. Apicius shakes his head: 
“ Have you never any larger he inquires. The answer was 
not favourable to his hopes. Apicius rejects them, and fondly 
remembers the shrimps of his own Mintmma. He orders 
his pilot to return to Ital}?', and leaves Africa with a look of 
contempt. 

A fraternal genius was Philoxenus : he whose higher wish 
was to possess a crane’s neck, that he might be the longer in 
savouring his dainties ; and wlio appears to have invented 
some expedients which might answer, in some degree, the 
pm'pose. This impudent epicure was so little attentive to the 
feelings of his brother guests, that in the hot bath he avow- 
edly habituated himself to keep his hands in the scalding 
water; and even used to gargle his throat with it, that he 
might feel less impediment in swallowing the hottest dishes. 
He bribed the cooks to serve up the repast smoking hot, that 
he might gloriously devour what he chose before any one else 
could venture to touch the dish. It seemed as if he had used 
his fingers to handle fire. He is an oven, not a man I” 
exclaimed a grumbling fellow-guest. Once having embarked 
for Ephesus, for the purpose of eating fish, his favourite food, 
he arrived at the market, and found all the stalls empty. 
There was a wedding in the town, and all the fish had been 
bespoken. He hastens to embrace the new-married couple, 
and singing an epithalamium, the ditliyramhic epicure 
enchanted the company. The bridegroom was delighted by 
the honour of the presence of such . a poet, and earnestly 
requested he would come on the morrow. I will come, 
young friend, if there is no fish at the market !” — It 
was this Philoxenus, w’ho, at the table of Dionysius, the 
tyrant of Sicily, having near him a small barbel, and observ- 
ing a large one near the prince, took the little one, and held 
it to his ear. Dionysius inquired the reason. ‘‘At present,’^ 
replied the ingenious epicure, “ I am so occupied by my 
Galatea,” (a poem in honour of the mistress of the tyrant,) 
“ that I wished to inquire of this little fish, whether he could 
give mo some information about Hereus ; hut he is silent, and 
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I imagine they have taken him' up too young : I have no 
doubt that old one, opposite to you, would perfectly satisfy 
me.” Dionysius rewarded the pleasant conceit with the large 
barbel. 


ANCIENT AND MODERN SATURNALIA. 

The Stagyrite discovered that our nature delights in imita- 
tion, and perhaps in nothing more than in representing per- 
sonages diferent from ourselves in mockery of them ; in lact, 
there is a passion for masquerade in human nature. Children 
discover this propensitj^ ; and the populace, who are the 
children of society, through all ages have been humoured by 
their governors with festivals and recreations, which are 
made up of this malicious transformation of persons and 
things ; and the humble orders of society have been privileged 
by the higher, to please themselves by burlesquing and ridi- 
culing the great, at short seasons, as some consolation for the 
rest of the year. 

The Saturnalia of the Romans is a remarkable instance of 
this characteristic of mankind. Macrobius could not trace 
the origin of this institution, and seems to derive it from the 
Grecians ; so that it might have arisen in some rude period of 
.antiquity, and among another people. This conjecture seems 
supported by a passage in Gibbon’s Miscellanies,*^^ who dis- 
covers traces of this institution among the more ancient na- 
tions ; and Huet imagined that he saw in the jubilee of the 
Hebrews some similar usages. It is to be regretted, that 
Gibbon does not afford us any new light on the cause in 
which originated the institution itself. The jubilee of the 
Hebrews was the solemn festival of an agricultural people, 
but beai’s none of the ludicrous characteristics of the Roman 
Saturnalia. 

It' would have been satisfactory to have discovered the 
occasion of the inconceivable licentiousness which was thus 
sanctioned by the legislator, — ^this overturning of the prin- 
ciples of society, and this public ridicule of its laws, its cus- 
toms, and its feelings. We are told, these festivals, dedicated 
to Saturn, were designed to represent the natural equality 
which prevailed in his golden age ; and for this purpose the 
slaves were allowed to change places with the masters. 

* Miscellaneous Works, vol. v. 504. 
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This was, however, giving the people . a false notion of the 
equality of men ; for, while the slave was converted into the 
master, the pretended equality was as much violated as in the 
usual situation of the i^arties. The political misconception of 
tliis term of ^natural equality seems, however, to have been 
carried on through all ages ; and the political Saturnalia had 
lately nearly thrown Europe into a state of that worse than 
slavery, where slaves are masters. 

The Eoman Saturnalia were latterly prolonged to a week’s 
debauchery and folly ; and a diary of that week’s words and 
deeds would have furnished a copious chronicle of Facetice, 
Some notions we acquire from the laws of the Saturnalia of 
Lucian, an Epistle of Seneca’s,* and from Horace, who from 
his love of quiet, retired from the city during this noisy 
season. 

It was towards the close of December, that all the town 
was in an unusual motion, and the children everywhere in- 
voking Saturn ; nothing now to be seen but tables spread out 
for feasting, and nothing heard but shouts of merriment : all 
business was dismissed, and none at work but cooks and 
confectioners ; no account of expenses was to be kept, and it 
appears that one-tenth part of a man’s income was to be 
appropriated to this jollity. All exertion of mind and body 
was forbidden, except for the purposes of recreation ; nothing 
to be read or recited which did not provoke mirth, adapted to 
the season and the place. The slaves were allowed the 
utmost freedom of raillery and truth, with their masters 
sitting with them at the table, dressed in their clothes, play- 
ing all sorts of tricks, telling them of their faults to their 
faces, while they smutted them. The slaves were imaginary 
kings, as indeed a lottery determined their rank ,* and as their 
masters attended them, whenever it happened that these 
performed their offices clumsily, doubtless with some recol- 
lections of their own similar misdemeanors, the slave made 
the master leap into the water head-foremost. Ho one was 
allowed to be angry, and he who was played on, if he loved 
his own comfort, would be the first to laugh. Glasses of all 
sizes were to be ready, and all were to drink when and what 
they chose ; none but the most skilful musicians and tum- 
blers were allowed to perform, for those people are worth 

* Seneca, Ep. 18. 

+ Horace, in his dialogue with his slave Daviis, exhibits a lively picture 
of this circumstance. Lib. ii. Sat. 7. 



258 


Ancient and Mode^^n Saturnalia, 


nathing unless exquisite, as the Saturnalian laws decreed. 
Dancing, singing, and shouting, and carrying a female 
musician thrice round on their shoulders, accompanied by 
every grotesque humour they imagined, were indulged in 
that short week, which was to repay the many in which the 
masters had their revenge for the reign of this pretended 
equality. Another custom prevailed at this season : the 
priests performed their sacrifices to Saturn bare-headed, which 
Pitiscus explains in the spirit of this extraordinary institu- 
tion, as designed to show that time discovers, or, as in the 
present case of the bare-headed priests, uncovers, all things. 

Such was the Eoman Saturnalia, the favourite popular re- 
creations of Paganism ; and as the sports and games of the 
people outlast the date of their empires, and arc carried with 
them, however they may change their name and them place 
on the globe, the grosser pleasures of the Saturnalia were too 
well adapted to their tastes to be forgotten. The Satm'nalia, 
therefore, long generated the most extraordinary institutions 
among the nations of modern Europe ; and what seems more 
extraordinary than the unknown origin of the parent 
absurdity itself, the Saturnalia crept into the services 'and 
offices of the Christian church. Strange it is to observe at 
the altar the rites of religion burlesqued, and all its offices 
performed with the utmost buffoonery. It is only by tracing 
them to the Boman Saturnalia that we can at airaecount for 
these grotesque sports — that extraordinary mixture of liber- 
tinism and profaneness, so long continued under Christianity. 

Such were the feasts of the ass, the feast of fools or mad- 
men , des foils — the feast of the bull — of the Innocents — 
and that of the soiidiacres, which, perhaps, in its original 
term, meant only sub-deacons, but their conduct v/as ex- 
pressed by the convei’sion of a pun into saoudiacres or diacres 
saouls, drunken deacons. Institutions of this nature, even 
more numerous than the historian has usually recorded, and 
varied in their mode, seem to surpass each other in their utter 
extravagance.’^ 

^ * A large volume might be composed on these grotesque, profane, and 
licentious feasts. Du Cange notices several under different terms in his 
Glossary — Festum Asinorum, Kalendse, Cervula. A curious collection 
has been made by the Abb6 Artigny, in the fourth and seventh volumes 
of his “ -MomLires d’Histoire,” &c. Du |adier, in his “Recreations 
Hiitoriquca,” ^ol. i. j). 109, has noticed several writers on the subiect, 
and preserves one on the hunting of a man, called Adam, from Ash-Wed- 
nesday to Holy-Thursday, and treating him with a good supper at night, 
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These profane festivals were universally practised in the 
middle ages, and, as I shall show, comparatively even in 
modern times. The ignorant and the careless clergy then 
imagined it was the securest means to retain the populace, 
who were always inclined to these pagan revelries. 

These grotesque festivals have sometimes amused the pens 
of foreign and domestic antiquaries : for our own country has 
participated as keenly in these irreligious fooleries. In the 
feast of asses, an ass covered with sacerdotal robes was 
gravely conducted to the choir, where service was performed 
before the ass, and a hymn chanted in as discordant a manner 
as they could contrive ; the office was a medley of all that 
had been sung in the course of the year ; pails of water were 
flung at the head of the chanters ; the ass was supplied with 
dnnk and provender at every division of the service ; and the 
asinines were drinking, dancing, and braying for two da^j-s* 
The hymn to the ass has been preserved ; each stanza ends 
with the burthen ‘‘ Hez ! She Ane, hez !” “ Huzza ! Seig- 

nior Ass, Huzza !” On other occasions, they put burnt old 
shoes to fume in the censers ; ran about the church, leaping, 
singing, and dancing obscenely ; scattering ordure among the 
audience ; playing at dice upon the altar ! while a 
or of fools, burlesqued the divine service. Sometimes 

they disguised themselves in the skins of animals, and pre- 
tending to be transformed into the animal they represented, 
it became dangerous, or worse, to meet these abandoned fools. 
There was a preoentor of fools, who was shaved in public, 
during which he entertained the populace with all the bal- 
derdash his genius could invent. We had in Leicester, in 
1415, what was called a glutton-mass, during the five days of 
the festival of the Virgin Mary. The people rose early to 
inass, during which they practised eating and drinking with 
the most zealous velocity, and, as in France, drew from the 
corners of the altar the rich puddings placed there. 

So late as in 1645, a pupil of Gassendi, writing to liis 
master, what he himself witnessed at Ais on the feast of the 
Innocents, says, “ I have seen, in some monasteries in this 
province, extravagances solemnised, which the pagans would 
not have practised. Neither the clergy, nor the guardians, 

peculiar to a town in Saxony^ See “ Ancillon’s Blelange Critique,” &c., 
3. 39, where the passage from fephael de Volterra is found at length. In 
iny learned friend Mr, Turner’s second volume of his “ History of England,” 
p. 367, will be found a copious an’d a curious note on this subject. 

s 2 
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indeed, go to the choir on this day, but all is given up to the 
lay brethren, the cabbage-cutters, the errand-boys, the cooks 
and scullions, the gardeners ; in a word, all the menials fill 
their places in the church, and insist that they perform the 
offices proper for the day. They dress themselves with all 
the sacerdotal ornaments, but torn to rags, or wear them in- 
side out ; they hold ' in their hands the books reversed or 
sideways, which they pretend to read with large spectacles 
without glasses, and to which they fix the shells of scooped 
oranges, which renders them so hideous, that one must have 
seen these madmen to form a notion of their appearance ; 
particular!}^ while dangling the censers, they keep shaking 
them in derision, and letting the ashes fly about theii* heads 
and faces one against the other. In this equipage they 
neither sing h3unns, nor psalms, nor masses ; but mumble a 
certain gibberish, as shrill and squeaking as a herd of pigs 
whipped on to market. The nonsense verses they chant are 
singularly barbarous : — 

Hffic est clara dies, clai'annai clara dierum, 

Hssc est festa dies, fe&tarum festa dierum.'*^ 

These are scenes which equal any which the humour of 
the Italian burlesque poets have invented, and which might 
have entered with effect into the “ Malmantile racquistato” 
of Lippi; but that they should have been endured amidst 
the solemn offices of religion, and have been performed in 
cathedrals, while it excites our astonishment, can only be 
accounted for by perceiving that they were, in truth, the 
Saturnalia of the Homans. Mr. Turner observes, without per- 
haps having a precise notion that they Avere copied from the 
Saturnalia, that ‘‘It could he only by rivalling the pagan 
revelries, that the Clmistian ceremonies could gain the as.- 
cendancy.” Our historian further observes, that these “ licen- 
tious festivities were called the December liberties, and seem 
to have begun at one of the most solemn seasons of the 
Christian year, and to have lasted through the chief part of 
January.” This very term, as well as the time, agrees with 
that of the ancient Saturnalia : — 

Age, libertate DecentbH, 

Quando ita majores voluerunt, utere : narra. 

Holt. lib. ii. sat. 7, 


* Thiers. Traite des Jeux, p. 449. The fete Dteu in this city of Aix,, 
established by the famous itene d* Anjou, the Troubadour king, was re- 
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The Eoman Saturnalia, thus transplanted into Christian 
churches, had for its singular principle, that of inferiors, 
whimsically and in mockery, personifying their superiors, 
with a licensed licentiousness. This forms a distinct charac- 
teristic from those other popular customs and pastimes which 
the learned have also traced to the Eoman, and even more 
ancient nations. Our present inquiiy is, to illustrate that 
proneness in man, of delighting to reverse the order of society, 
and ridiculing its decencies. 

Here we had oiu* hoij-lisliup, a legitimate descendant of this 
family of foolery. On St. Nicholas’s day, a saint who was 
the patron of children, the boy-bishop with his mitra parm 
and a long crosier, attended by his school-mates as his dimi- 
nutive prebendaries, assumed the title and state of a bishop. 
The child-bishop preached a sermon, and afterwards, accom- 
panied by his attendants, went about singing and collecting 
his pence : to such theatrical processions in collegiate bodies, 
Warton attributes the custom, still existing at Eton, of going 
ad montem.^' But this was a tame mummery, compared with 
the grossness elsewhere allowed in burlesquing religious cere- 
monies. The English, more particularly after the Eeforma- 
tion, seem not to have polluted the churches with such abuses. 
The relish for the Saturn alia was not, however, less lively here 
than on the Continent ; but it took a more innocent direction, 
and was allowed to turn itself into civil life : and since tlie 
people would be gratified b}^ mock dignities, and claimed the 
privilege of ridiculing their masters, it was allowed them by 
our kings and nobles ; and a troop of grotesque characters, 
frolicsome great men, delighting in merry mischief, are 
recorded in our domestic annals. 

The most learned Selden, with parsimonious phrase and 
copious sense, has’ thus compressed the result of an historical 
dissertation : he derives our ancient Chnstmas sports at once 
from the true, though remote, source. “ Christmas succeeds 
the Saturnalia; the same time, the same number of holy- 
days ; then the master waited upon the servant, like the lord 
of misrule.^' \ Such is the title of a facetious potentate, who, 
in this notice of Selden’s, is not further indicated, for this 
personage was familiar in his day, but of whom the accounts 

markable for the absurd mixture of the sacred and profane. There is a 
•curious little volume devoted to an explanation of those grotesque cere- 
monies, with engravings. It was printed at Aix in 1777. 

* The custom is now abolished. f Selden’s “ Table Talk.” 
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are so scattered, that his oiHees and his glory are now equally 
ohscure. The race of this nobility of drollery, and this legi- 
timate king of all hoaxing and quizzing, like mightier dynas- 
ties, has ceased to exist. 

In England our festivities at Christmas appear to have 
been more entertaining than in other countries. We were 
once famed for merry Christmases and their pics ; witness the 
Italian proverb, ILa j^iu di fare clieiforni cli Natale in 
Ingliilierra He has more business than English ovens 
at Christmas.” Wherever the king resided, there was created 
for that merry season a Chiustmas prince, usually called “ the 
Lord of Misrule;''^ and whom the Scotch once knew under 
the significant title of “the Ahbot of UnreaBon,^^ His office, 
according to Stowe, was “to make the rarest pastimes to 
delight the beholder.” Every nobleman, and every great 
family, surrendered their houses, during this season, to the 
Christmas prince, who found rivals or usui'pers in almost 
every parish ; and more particularly, as we shall see, among 
the grave students in our inns of court. 

The Italian Polydore Vergil, who, residing here, had clearer 
notions of this facetious personage, considered the Christmas 
Prince as peculiar to our country. Without venturing to 
ascend in his genealogy, we naust admit his relationship to 
that ancient family of foolery we have noticed, whether he bo 
legitimate or not. If this whimsical personage, at his creation, 
was designed to regulate “misrule,” his lordship, invested 
with plenary power, came himself, at length, to delight too 
much in his “ meriy disports.” Stubbes, a morose pui'itan 
in the days of Elizabeth, denominates him “ a grand captaine 
of mischiefe,” and has preserved a minute description of all 
his wild doings in the country ; but as Strutt has anticipated 
me in this amusing extract, I must refer to his “ Sports and 
Pastimes of the People of England,” p. 254.* I prepare 

* It may save tlie trouble of a reference to give here a condensation of 
Stubbes’ narrative. He says that the Lord of Rlisrule, on being selected 
takes twenty to sixty others “ lyke hyruself” to act as his guard, who are 
decorated with rihhons, scarfs, and bells on their legs. “ Thus, all things 
set in order, they have their hobby-horses, their dragons, and other 
antiques, together with their gaudie pipers, and thunderyng drummers, to 
strike up the devill’s dance withal.” So they march to the church, in- 
vading it, even though service be performing, “ with such a confused noyse 
that no man can heare his own voice.” Then they adjourn to the church- 
ward, where booths are set up, and the rest of the day spent in dancing 
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another scene of unparalleled Saturnalia, among the grave 
judges and serjeants of the law, where the Lord of Misrule 
is viewed amidst his frolicsome courtiers, with the humour of 
hunting the fox and the cat with ten couple of hounds round 
their great hall, among the other merr^^ disports of those 
joyous days when sages could play like hoys. 

For those who can throw themselves back amidst the 
grotesque humours and clumsy pastimes of our ancestors, 
who, without what we think to be taste, had whim and mer- 
riment — there has been fortunately preserved a curious his- 
tory of the manner in which “ A grand Christmas” was kept 
at our Inns of Court, by the grave and learned Bugdale, in 
his “ Origines Juridicales it is a complete festival of foolery, 
acted by the students and law-officers. They held for that 
season everything in mockery : they had a mock parliament, 
a Prince of Sophie, or Wisdom, an honourable order of 
Pegasus, a high constable, a marshal, a master of the game, 
a ranger of the forest, lieutenant of the Tower, which was a 
temporary prison for Christmas delinquents, all the parapher- 
nalia of a court, burlesqued by these youthful sages before 
the boyish judges. 

The characters personified were in the costume of their 
assumed offices. On Christmas-da}^, the constable-marshal, 
accoutred with a complete gilded “harness,” showed that 
everything was to be chivalrously ordered ; while the lieute- 
nant of the Towei’, in “ a fair white armour,” attended wdth 
his troop of halberdiers ; and the Tower was then placed 
beneath the fire. After this opening followed the costly 
feasting ; and then, nothing less than a hunt with a pack of 
hounds in their hall ! 

The master of the game dressed in green velvet, and the 
ranger of the forest in green satin, bearing a green bow and 
arrows, each with a hunting horn about their necks, blowing 
together three blasts of venery (or hunting), they pace round 
about the fire three times. The master of the game kneels 
to be admitted into the service of the high-constable. A 
huntsman comes into the hall, with nine or ten couple of 

and drinking. The followers of ‘‘ My Lord’* go about to collect money for 
this, giTing in return “ badges and cognizances” to wear in tbe liat; and 
do not scruple to insult, or even “ duck,” suck as will not contribute. 
But, adds Stubbes, “another sort of fantasticall fooles” are well pleased 
to bring all sorts of food and drink to furnish out the feast. 
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hounds, bearing on the end of liis staff a pursonot, which 
holds a fox and a cat : these were let loose and hunted by the 
hounds, and killed beneath the fire. 

These extraordinary amusements took place after their 
repast; for these grotesque Saturnalia appeared after that 
graver part of their grand Christmas. Supper ended, the 
constable-marshal presented himself with drums playing, 
mounted on a stage borne by four men, and carried round ; 
at length he cries out, a lord ! a lord !” &c., and then calls 
his mock court every one by name. 

Sir Francis Flatterer, of Fovvlshurt. 

Sir Randall Rackabite, of Rascal-hall, in the county of 
Rakehell. 

Sir Morgan Mumchance, of Much Monkery, in the county 
of Mad Mopery. 

Sir Bartholomew Bald-breech, of Buttock-buiy, in the 
county of Break-neck.*^ * 

They had also their mock arraignments. The king’s-serjeant, 
after dinner or supper, “ oratour-like,” complained that the 
constable-marshal had suffered great disorders to prevail ; the 
complaint was answered by the common- serjeant, who was to 
show his talent at defending the cause. The king’s-serjeant 
replies ; they rejoin, &c. : till one at length is committed to 
the Tower, for being found most deficient. If any offender 
contrived to escape from the lieutenant of the Tower into the 
buttery and brought into the hall a manchet (or small loaf) 
upon the point of a knife, he was pardoned ; for the buttery 
in this jovial season was considered as a sanctuary. Then 
began the revels. Blount derives this term from the I’rcnch 
reveiller^ to a'wake from sleep. These were sports of dancing, 

* A rare quarto tract seems to give an authentic nan'ative of one of 
these grand Christmas keepings, exhibiting all their ■whimsicality and bur- 
lesque iiuraour : it is entitled Gesta Grayorum ; or the History of the 
high and mighty Prince Henry, Prince of Purpoole, Arch-duke of Stapulia 
and Bernardia (Staple’s and Bernard’s Inns), Duke of High and Nether- 
Holborn, Marquess of St. Giles and Tottenham, Count Palatine of Blooms- 
bury and Clerkenwell, Great Lord of the Cantons of Islington, Kentish 
Town, &c., Knight and Sovereign of the most heroical Order of the Helmet, 
who reigned and died A.n. 1594.” It is full of burlesque speeches and 
addresses. As it was printed in 1688, I suppose it was from some manu- 
script of the times ; the preface gives no information. Hone, in his 

Year-Book,” has reprinted this tract, which abounds with curious details 
of the mock-dignity assumed hy this pseiii^o-potentate, who was ultimately 
invited, with aJl his followers, to the court of Queen Elizabeth, and treated 
hy her as nobly as if he had been a real sovereign. 
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masking comedies, &c, (for some were called solemn revels,) 
used in great houses, and were so denominated because they 
were performed by night ; and these various pastimes were 
regulated by a master of the revels. . 

Amidst the grand Christmass,” a personage of no small 
importance was the Lord of Misrule.” His lordship was 
abroad early in the morning, and if he lacked any of his 
officers, he entered their chambers to drag forth the loiterers ; 
but after breakfast his lordship’s power ended, and it was in 
suspense till night, when his personal presence was para- 
mount, or, as Dugdale expresses it, “ and then his power is 
most potent,” 

Such were then the pastimes of the whole learned bench ; 
and when once it happened that the under-barristers did not 
dance on Candlemas da}’’, according to the ancient order of 
the society, when the judges were present, the whole bar was 
offended, and at Lincoln’s-Inn were by decimation put out of 
commons, for example sake; and should the same omission 
be repeated, they were to be fined or disbarred; for these 
dancings were thought necessary, “as much conducing to the 
making of gentlemen more fit for their books at other times,” 
I cannot furnish a detailed notice of these pastimes ; for 
Dugdale, whenever he indicates them, spares his gravity from 
recording the evanescent frolics, by a provoking ^c, 

The dance “ round about the coal-fire ” is taken oft' in 
the Rehearsal. These revels have also been ridiculed by 
Donne in his Satires, Prior in his Alma, and Pope in his 
Dunciad. “ The judge to dance, his brother serjeants calls.”* 

“ The Lord of Misrule,” in the inns of court, latterly did 
not conduct himself with any recollection of “ Medio tiitis* 
simus ihisP being unreasonable ; but the “ sparks of the 
Temple,” as a contemporary calls them, had gradually, in the 
early part of Charles the First’s reign, yielded themselves up 
to excessive disorders. Sir Symonds D’Ewes, in his MS. 
diary in 1620 , has noticed their choice of a lieutenant, or 
lord of misrule, who seems to have practised all the mischief 
he invented ; and the festival days, when “ a standing table 
was kept,” were accompanied by dicing, and much gaming, 
oaths, execrations, and quarrels : being of a serious turn of 
mind, he regrets this, for he adds, “ the sport, of itself, i con- 
ceive to be lawful.” 

* On the last Revels held, see Gent, Mag, 1774, p. 270. 
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I suspect that the last memorahle act of a Lord of Misrule 
of the inns of court occurred in 1627, when the Christmas 
game became serious. The Lord of Misrule then issued an 
edict to his officers to go. out at Twelfth-night to collect his 
rents in the neighbourhood of the Temple, at the rate of Hve 
shillings a house ; and on those who were in their beds, or 
would not pay, he levied a distress. An unexpected resis- 
tance at length occurred in a memorable battle with the 
Lord Mayor in person : — and I shall tell how the Lord of 
Misrule for some time stood victor, with his gunner, and his 
trumpeter, and his martial arra}'' : and how heavily and fear- 
fully stood my Lord Mayor amidst his “ watch and ward 
and how their lordships agreed to meet half way, each to 
preserve liis independent dignity, till one knocked down the 
other : and how the long halberds clashed with the short 
swords : how my Lord Mayor valorousl}’' took the Lord of 
Misrule prisoner with his own civic hand: and how the 
Christmas prince was immured in the Counter ; and how the 
learned Templars insisted on their privilege, and the unlearned 
of Kam’s-alley and Fleet-street asserted their right of saving 
their crown-pieces : and finally how this combat of mockery 
and earnestness was settled, not without the introduction of 
“ a god,” as Horace allows on great occasions, in the interposi- 
tion of the king and the attorney-general — altogether the 
tale had been well told in some comic epic ; but the wits of 
that day let it pass out of their hands. 

I find this event, which seems to record the last desperate 
effort of a “ Lord of Misrule,” in a manuscript letter of the 
learned Mede to SirMartin Stuteville; and some particulars are 
collected from Hamm ondL’Estrange’s Life of Charles the Fix'st.’ 

‘Vc£7i. 12, 1627-8. 

“ On Saturday the Templars chose one Mr. Palmer their 
Lord of Misrule, who, on Twelfth-eve, late in the night, sent 
out to gather up his rents at five shillings a house in Earn- 
alley and Fleet-street. At every door they came they 
winded the Temple-horn, and if at the second blast or sum- 
mons they within opened not the door, then the Lord of 
Misrule cried out, ‘ Give fire, gunner V His gunner was a 
robustious Vulcan, and the gun or petard itself was a huge 
overgrown smith’s hammer. This being complained of to my 
Lord Mayor, he said he would be wit la them about eleven 
o’clock on Sunday night last ; willing that all that ward should 
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attend him with their halberds, and that himself, besides 
those that came out of his house, should bring the Watches 
along with him. His lordship, thus attended, advanced as 
high as Eam-aliey in martial equipage ; when forth came the 
Lord of Misrule, attended by his gallants, out of the Temple- 
gate, with their swords, all armed in cueyyo, A halberdier 
bade the Lord of Misrule come to niy Lord Mayor. He 
answered, Ho ! let the Lord Mayor come to me ! At length 
they agreed to meet half way ; and, as the interview of rival 
princes 'is never without danger of some ill accident, so it . 
happened in this : for first, Mr. Palmer being quarrelled with \ 
for not pulling ofi* his hat to my Lord Maj'-or, and giving cross j 
answers, the halberds began to fly about his ears, and he and ' 
his company to brandish their swords. . At last being beaten 
to the ground, and the Lord of Misrule sore wounded, they 
were fain to yield to the longer and more numerous, weapon. 
My Lord Mayor taking Mr. Palmer by the shoulder, led hinr 
to the Compter, and thrust him in at the prison-gate with a 
kind of indignation ; and so, notwithstanding his hurts, he 
was forced to lie among the common prisoners for two nights. 
On Tuesday the king’s attorney became a suitor to my Lo|'d 
Mayor for their liberty ; which his lordship granted, upon 
condition that they should repay the gathered rents, and do 
reparations upon broken doors. Thus the game ended. Mr. 
Attorney-General, being of the same house, fetched them in 
his own coach, and carried them to the court, where the 
Eing himself reconciled my Lord Mayor and them together 
with joining all hands ; the gentlemen of’ the Temple being 
this Shrovetide to present a Mask to their majesties, over 
and besides the king’s own great Mask, to be performed at 
the Banqueting-house by an hundred actors.” 

Thus it appears, that although the grave citizens did well and 
rightly protect themselves, yet, by the attorney-general taking 
the Lord of Misrule in his coach, and the king giving his royal 
interference between the parties, that they considered that this 
Lord of Foolery had certain ancient privileges ; and it was, 
perhaps, a doubt with them, whether this interference of the 
Lord Mayor might not he considered as severe and unseason- 
able. It is probable, however, that the arm of the civil power 
brought all future Lords of Misrule to their senses. Perhaps 
this dynasty in the empire of foolery closed with this Christ- 
mas prince, who fell a victim to the arbitrary taxation he 
levied. I find after this orders made for the Inner Temple^ 
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for “ preventing of that general scandal and obloquie, which 
the House hath heretofore incurred in time of Christmas 
and thah^‘* there be not any going abroad out of the gates of 
this House, by any lord or others, to break open any house, 
or take anything in the name of rent or a distress.” 

These “Lords of Misrule,” and their mock court and 
royalty, appear to have been only extinguished with the 
English sovereignty itself, at the time of our republican 
government. Edmund G-ayton tells a story, to show the 
strange impressions of strong fancies : as his work is of great 
rarity, I shall transcribe the story in his own words, both to 
give a conclusion to this inquiry, and a specimen of his style 
of narrating this sort of little things. “ A gentleman was 
importuned, at a fire-iiight in tlie public-hall, to accept the 
high and mighty place of a mock-emperor, which was duly 
conferred upon him by seven mock-electors. At the same 
time, with much wit and ceremony, the emperor accepted his 
chair of state, which was placed in the highest table in the 
hall ; and at his instalment all pomp, reverence, and signs of 
homage were used by the whole company ; insomuch that our 
emperor, having a spice of self-conceit before, was soundly 
peppered now, for he was instantly metamorphosed into the 
stateliest, gravest, and commanding soul that ever eye beheld. 
Ta}dor acting Arbaces, orSwanstonD’Amboise, were shadows 
to him ; his pace, his look, his voice, and all his garb, was 
altered. Alexander upon his elephant, nay, upon the castlo 
upon that elephant, was not so high ; and so close did this 
imaginary honour stick to his fancy, that for many years he 
could not shake off this one night’s assumed deportments, 
until the times came that drove all monarchical imaginations 
not only out of his head, but every one’s.”*^ This mock 
“ emperor ” was unquestionably one of these “ Lords of Mis- 
rule,” or “ a Christmas Prince.” The “ public hall ” was 
that of the Temple, or Lincoln’s Inn, or Gray’s Inn.t And 

^ Pleasant Notes upon Don Quixote, by Edmund Grayton, Esq., folio, 
1654, p. 24, 

The universities indulged in similar festivities. An account of the 
Christmas Prince, elected by the University of Oxford in 1607, was pub- 
lished in 1816, from a manuscript preserved in St. John’s College, where 
his court was held. His rule commenced by the issuing of “ an act for taxes 
und subsidies” toward tbe defrayment of expenses, and the appointment 
of a staff of officers. After this the revels opened with a banquet and a 
play. The whole of his brief reign was conducted iu “ right royal” style. 
His mandates were constnicted in the manner of a king ; he was entitled 
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it was natural enough, when the levelling equality of our 
theatrical and practical coramornvealths-men were come into 
vogue, that even the shadow}’' regality of mockery startled 
them by reviving the recollections of ceremonies and titles, 
which some might incline, as they afterwards did, seriously to 
restore. The Prince of Christmas did not, however, 
attend the Eestoratioii of Charles the Second. 

The Saturnalian spirit has not been extinct even in our 
days. The Mayor of Garrat, with the mock addresses and 
burlesque election, was an image of such satirical exhibitions 
of their superiors, so delightful to the people.* France, at 
the close of Louis the Fourteenth’s reign, first saw her 
imaginary “ Eegiment de la Calotte.” which was the terror 
of the sinners of the day, and the blockheads of all times. 
This ‘‘ regiment of the skull-caps ” originated in an officer 
and a wit, who, suffering from violent headaches, was recom- 
mended the use of a skull-cap of lead ; and his companions, as 
great wits, formed themselves into a regiment, to be composed 
only of persons distinguished by their extravagances in words 
or ill deeds. They elected a general, they had their arms 
blazoned, and struck medals, and issued “brevets,” and 
“lettres patentes,” and granted pensions to certain indi- 
viduals, stating their claims to be enrolled in the regiment for 
some egregious extravagance. The wits versified these army 
commissions; and the idlers, like pioneers, were busied in 
clearing their way, by picking up the omissions and com- 
missions of the most noted characters. Those who were 
favoured with its “brevets ” intrigued against the regiment; 
but at length they found it easier to wear their “ calotte,” 
and say nothing. This society began in raillery and playful- 

“ Prince of Alba Fortunata, Lord of St. ^ John’s, Duke of St. Giles’, Mar- 
quess of Magdalen’s,” ka. &c. ; and his affaii-s were similarly dignified 
with burlesque honours. “ His privy chamber was provided and furnished 
with a chair of state placed upon a carpet, with a cloth of state bang’d over 
it, newly made for the same purpose.” At bauquetings and all public 
occasions he was attended by bis whole court. The whole of the sports 
occupied from the 21st of December until Shrove Tuesday, when the enter- 
tainments closed with a play, being one of eight performed at stated times 
during the festivities, w’hich w'ere paid for by the contributions of the col- 
legians and heads of the house. 

* Foote’s amusing farce has immortalised this popular piece of folly ; 
but those who desire to know more of the peculiarities and eccentricities 
of the election, will find an excellent account in Hone’s “Every-Day 
Book,” vol. ii., ■with some engravings illustrative of the same, drawn by an 
artist who attended the great mock election of 1781. 
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ness^^s^^pnecl by a spice of malice. It produced a great 
of ingenious and satirical little things. That the 
privileges of the calotte ” were afterwards abused, and 
oalumny too often took the place of poignant satire, is the 
history of human nature as well as of “ the calotins.”*^ 
Another societ}^ in the same spirit has been discovered in 
one of the lordships of Poland. It was called “ The Eepub- 
lic of Baboonery.” The society was a burlesque model of 
their own government : a king, chancellor, councillors, ai’ch- 
bishops, judges, &c. If a member would engross the conversa- 
tion, he was immediately appointed orator of the republic. 
If he spoke with impropriety, the absurdity of his conversa- 
tion usually led to some suitable office created to perpetuate 
his folly. A man talking too much of dogs, would be made 
a master of the buck-hounds ; or vaunting his courage, per- 
haps a field-marshal ; and if bigoted on disputable matters 
and speculative opinions in religion, he was considered to be 
nothing less than an inquisitor. This was a pleasant and 
useful project to reform the manners of the Polish youth ; 
and one of the Polish kings good-humourdly observed, that 
he considered himself “ as much King of Baboonery as King 
of Poland.’ ’ W e have had in our own country some attempts 
at similar Saturnalia ; hut their success has been so equi- 
vocal that they hardly afford materials for our domestic 
history. 


KELIQUM GETHINIAN^. 

In the south aisle of Westminster Abbey stands a monument 
erected to the memory of Lady Grace GETHiN.f A statue 
of her ladyship represents her kneeling, holding a book in her 
hand. This accomplished lady was considered as a prodigy in 
her day, and appears to have created a feeling of enthusiasm 
for her character. She died early, having scarcely attained 
to womanhood, although a wife ; for “ all this goodness and 

* Their “brevets,*’ &c., are collected in a little volume, “Eeeueil des 
tiroes du Eegiment de la Calotte ; d, Paris, chez Jaques Colombat, Im- 
primeur privilegie du Eegiment. L’an de I’Ere Calotine 7726.” Prom 
the date, we infer that the true calotine is as old as the creation. 

t The lady is buried at Hollingbourne, near Maidstone, Kent. The 
monument in Westminster Abbey is merely “in memoriam.” She died 
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all this excellence was bounded within the compass of twenty 
years.” , 

But it is her book commemorated in marble, and not her 
character, which may have merited the marble that chronicles 
it, which has excited my curiosity and my suspicion. After 
her death a number of loose papers were found in her hand- 
nrriting, which could not fail to attract, and, perhaps, astonish 
their readers, with the matui'ity of thought and the vast 
capacity which had composed them. These reliques of genius 
were collected together, methodised under heads, and appeared 
with the title of “ Eeliquise G-ethinianse ; or some remains of 
Orace Lady G-ethin, lately deceased : being a collection of 
choice discourses, pleasant apothegms, and Avitty sentences ; 
written by her for the most part by way of essay, and at spare 
hours; published by her nearest relations, to preserve her 
memory. Second edition, 1700.” 

Of this hook, considering that comparatively it is modem, 
and the copy before me is called a second edition, it is some- 
what extraordinary that it seems always to have been a very 
scarce one. Even Ballard, in his Memoirs of Learned Ladies 
(1750), mentions that these remains ‘‘ are very difficult to bo 
procured and Sir William Musgrave in a manuscript note 
observed, that ‘‘this hook was very scarce.” It bears now a 
high price. A hint is given in the preface that the work was 
chiefly printed for the use of her friends ; yet, by a second 
edition, we must infer that the public at large were so. There 
is a poem prefixed with the signature W. C. which no one will 
hesitate to pronounce is by Congreve;^ he Avrote indeed 
another poem to celebrate this astonishing book, for, con- 
sidered as the production of a young lady, it is a miraculous, 
rather than a human, production. The last lines in this poem 
we might expect fi'om Congreve in his happier vein, who cou- 
tiiives to preserve his panegyric amidst that caustic Vv^it, with 
which he keenly touched the age. 

A POEM IN PBAISE OP THE AUTHOR. 

I tliat hate books, such as come daily out 
By public liceuse to the reading rout, 

A due religion yet observe to this \ 

And here assert, if any thing’s amiss, 

It can be only the compiler’s fault, 

“Who has ill-drest the charming author’s thought, 

That was all right : her bear^teous looks were join’d 
To a no less admired excelling mind. 



272 


Religul(S Gethiniancs. 


Ent, oh ! this glory of frail Nature’s dead, 

As I shall be that write, and you that read.* 

Once, to be out of fashion. I’ll conclude 
With something that may tend to public good ; 

I wish that piety, for which in heaven 

The fair is placed — to the lawn sleeves were given ; 

Her justice — ^to the knot of men, whose care 
Fiom the raised millions is to take their share. 

W. 0. 

The hook claimed all the praise the finest genius could 
bestow on it. But let us hear the editor. — He tells us, that 

It is a vast disadvantage to authors to publish their private 
undigested thoughts, 2ind. first notions hastily set down, and 
designed only as materials for a future structure.’* And he 
adds, “ That the work may not come short of that great and 
just expectation which the world had of her whilst she was 
alive, and still has of eveiy thing that is the genuine product 
of her pen, they must be told that this teas iwiitenfor the 
onost part hi haste, were her and overflowings 
of her luxuriant fancy, noted with her pencil at spare hours, 
or as she was dressing, as her Hdpepyoy only ; and set down 
just as they came into her mind I* ^ 

All this will servo as a memorable example of the cant and 
mendacity of an editor ! and thah total absence of critical 
judgment that could assert such matured reflection, in so ex- 
quisite a style, could ever have been “first conceptions, just 
as they came into the mind of Lady Gethin, as she was 
dressing.” 

The truth is, that Lady Gethin may have had little con- 
cern in all these “ Beliquiie Gethiniarije.” They indeed might 
well have delighted their readers ; hut those who had read 
Lord Bacon’s Essays, and other writers, such as Owen Fel- 
tham and Osborne, from whom these relies are chiefly ex- 
tracted, might have wondered that Bacon should have been 
so little known to the families of the Nortons and the Gethins, 
to whom her ladyship was allied ; to Congreve and to the 
editor; and still more particularly to subsequent com- 
pilers, as Ballard in his Memoirs, and lately the Eev. Mark 
Noble in bis Continuation of Granger ; who both, with all 
the innocence of Criticism, give specimens of these “ Eelics,” 
without a suspicion that they were transcribing literally from 
Lord Bacon’s Essays ! Unquestionably Lady Gethin herself 

* "Was tliis tbouglit, that strikes vdth a sudden effect, in the mind of 
Hawkesworth, when he so pathetically concluded his last paper ? 
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intended no imposture ; her mind had all the delicacy of her 
sex ; she noted much from the books she seems most to have 
delighted in ; and nothing less than the most uudiscerning 
friends could have imagined that everything written by the 
hand of this young lady was her first conceptions and 
a])ologise for some of the finest thoughts, in the most vigorous 
style which the English language can produce. It seems, 
however, to prove that Lord Bacon’s Essays were not much 
read at the time this volume appeared. 

The marble book in Westminster Abbey must, therefore, 
lose most of its leaves ; but it was necessary to discover the 
origin of this miraculous production of a young lady. What 
is Lady Gethin’s, or what is not hers, in this miscellany of 
plagiarisms, it is not material to examine. Those passages in 
which her ladyship speaks in her own person probably are of 
original growth ; of this kind many evince great vivacity of 
thought, drawn from actual observation on what was passing 
around her ; but even among these are intermixed the splen- 
did passages of Bacon and other writers. 

I shall not crowd my pages with specimens of a very sus- 
picious author. One of her subjects has attracted my atten- 
tion ; for it shows the corrupt manners of persons of fashion 
who lived between 1680 and 1700. To find a mind so pure 
and elevated as Lady Gethin’s unquestionably %vas, discussing 
whether it were most advisable to have for a husband a 
general lover, or one attached to a mistress, and deciding by 
the force of reasoning in favour of the dissipated man (for a 
woman, it seems, had only the alternative), evinces a public 
de]pravation of morals. These manners were the wretched 
remains of the court of Charles the Second, when Wycherley, 
Dryden, and Congreve seem to have written with much less 
invention, in them indecent plots and language, than is 
imagined. 

I know not which, is worse, to he wife to a man that is continually 
changing his Zo^le5, or to an husband that hath hut one mistress whom he 
loves with a constant passion. And if you keep some measure of civility 
to her, he will at least esteem you ; hut he of the roving humour plays an 
hundred frolics that divert the town and pei-plex his wife. She often 
meets with her husband's mistress, and is at a loss how to caiTy herself 
towards her. ’Tis true the constant man is ready to sacrifice, every 
moment, his whole family to his love ; he hates any place where she is 
not, is prodigal in what concerns his love, covetous in other respects ; 
expects you should he blind to all he doth, and though you can’t but see, 
yet must not dare to complain. And though both he who lends his heai-t 

VOL. II. T 
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to whosoever pleases it, and he that gives it entirely to one, do Loth of 
them require Ihe exactest devoir from their wives, yet I know not if it he 
not better to he wife to an inconstant husband (provided he he something 
discreet), than to a constant fellow w^ho is always peiqdexiug her vith his 
inconstant humour. For the unconstant lovers are commonly the best 
humoured ; but let them be what they will, women ought not to be un- 
faithful for Virtue’s sake and their own, nor to ofiend by example. It is 
one of the best bonds of charity and obedience in the wife if she think her 
husband wise, which she will never do if she find him jealous. 

Wives are young men’s mistresses, companions for middle age, and old 
men’s nurses.” 

The last degrading sentence is found alas ! in the Moral 
Essays of Bacon. Lady Gethin, with an intellect superior to 
that of the women of that day, had no conception of the 
dignity of the female character, the claims of virtue, and the 
duties of honour. A wife was only to know obedience and 
silence : however, she hints that such a husband should not 
be jealous ! There was a sweetness in revenge reserved for 
some of these married women. 


BOBINSON CRUSOE. 

Eobiksok Crusob, the favourite of the learned and the un- 
learned, of the youth and the adult ; the book that was to 
constitute the library of Eousseau’s Emilius, owes its secret 
charm to its being a new representation of humtin nature, yet 
drawn from an existing state ; this picture of self-education, 
self-inquiry, self-happiness, is scarcely a fiction, although it 
includes all the magic of romance ; and is not a mere narra- 
tive of truth, since it displays all the forcible genius of one of 
the most original minds our literatme can boast. The liistory 
of the work is therefore interesting. It was treated in the 
author’s time as a mere idle romance, for the philosophy was 
not discovered in the story ; after his death it ivas considered 
to have been pillaged from the papers of Alexander Selknk, 
confided to the author, and the honour, as well as the genius, 
of De Foe were alike questioned. 

The entire history of this work of genius may now he 
tx’aced, from the first hints to the mature state, to which only 
the genius of De Foe could have wrought it. 

The adventures of Selkii*k are well known : he was found 
on the desert island of Juan Fernandez, where he had formerly 
been left, by Woodcs Eogers and Edward Cooke, who in 
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1712 published their voyages, and told the extraordinarv 
history of Crusoe’s prototype, with all those curious and 
minute particulars which Selkirk had freely communicated to 
them. This narrative of itself is extremely interesting, and 
has been given entire by Captain Barney ; it may also be 
found in the Biographia Britannica. 

In this artless naiTative we may discover more than the 
embryo of Eobiuson Crusoe. — The &st appearance of Selkirk, 
“ a man clothed in goats’ skins, who looked more wild than 
the first owners of them.” The two huts he had built, the 
one to dress his victuals, the other to sleep in : his con- 
trivance to get fire, by rubbing two pieces of pimento wood 
together ; his distress for the want of bread and salt, till he 
came to relish his meat witliout either; his wearing out his 
shoes, till he grew so accustomed to be without them, that he 
could not for a long time afterwai'ds, on his return home, use 
them without inconvenience ; his bedstead of his own con- 
triving, and his bed of goat-skins; when his gunpowder 
failed, his teaching himself by continual exercise to run as 
swiftly as the goats ; his falling from a precipice in catching 
hold of a goat, stunned and bruised, till coming to his senses 
he found the goat dead under him ; his taming kids to divert 
himself by dancing with them aiid his cats ; his converting a 
nail into a needle ; his sewing his goatskins with little thongs 
of the same ; and when his knife was worn to the back, con- 
triving to make blades out of some iron hoops. His solacing 
himself in this solitude by singing psalms, and preserving a 
social feeling in his fervent prayers. And the habitation which 
Selkirk had raised, to reach which they followed him “ with 
difficulty, climbing up and creeping down many rocks, till 
they came at last to a pleasant spot of ground full of grass 
and of trees, where stood his two huts, and his numerous 
tame goats showed his solitary retreat and, finally, his in- 
dilfcrenee to return to a world from which his feelings had 
been so perfectly weaned. — Such were the first rude materials 
of a new situation in human nature ; an European in a pri- 
meval state, with the habits or mind of a savage. 

The year after this account was published, Selkirk and his 
adventures attracted the notice of Steele, who was not likely 
to pass unobserved a man and a story so strange and so new. 
In his paper of The Englishman,” Dec. 1713, he communi- 
cates^ farther particulars of Selkirk. Steele became acquainted 
with him ; he says, that he could discern that he had been 
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Biucli separated from corapanjr from his aspect and gesture. 
There was a strong but cheerful seriousness in his looks, and 
a certain disregard to the ordinary things about him, as if he 
had been sunk in thought. The man frequently bewailed his 
return to the world, which could not, he said, with ail its 
enjoyments, restore him to the tranquillity of his solitude.’* 
Steele adds another very curious change in this wild man, 
which occurred some time after he had seen him. Though 
1 had frequently conversed with him, after a few months’ 
absence, he met me in the street, and though he spoke to me, 
I could not recollect that I had seen him. Familiar con- 
verse in this town had taken off' the loneliness of his aspect, 
and quite altered the air of his face.” De Foe could not fail 
of being struck by these interesting particulars of the cha- 
racter of Selkirk ; but probably it was another observation of 
Steele which threw the germ, of Eobinson Crusoe into the 
mind of De Foe. It was matter of great curiosity to hear 
him, as he was a man of sense, give an account of the different 
revolutions in his own mind in that long solitude^ 

The work of De Foe, however, was no sudden ebullition : 
long engaged in political warfare, condemned to suffer impri- 
sonment, and at length struck by a fit of apoplexy, this un- 
happy and unprosperous man of genius on his recovery was 
reduced to a comparative state of solitude. To his injured 
feelings and lonely contemplations, Selkirk in his Desert Isle, 
and Steele’s vivifying hint, often occurred ; and to all these 
we perhaps owe the instructive and delightful tale, which 
shows man what he can do for himself, and wliat the forti- 
tude of piety does for man. Even the personage of Friday is 
not a mere coinage of his brain : a Mosquito Indian, described 
by Dampier, was the prototype. Eobiuson Crusoe was not 
given to the world till 1719, seven years after the publication 
of Selkirk’s adventures.’^ Selkirk could have no claims on 
De Foe ; for he had only supplied the man of genius with 
that which lies open to all ; and which no one had, or perhaps 
could have, converted into the wonderful story we possess but 

* The first edition was “printed for W. Taylor, at the Ship, in Pater- 
noster Eow,” as an octavo volume, in the early pai't of the year 1719. 
The title runs thus; — “The Life, and strange surprising Adventures of 
P^binson Crusoe, of York, Mariner,” and has a full-length picture of 
Crusoe, as a frontispiece, “ Clarke and Pine, ac.” ; which is the type of all 
future representations of the hero, who is depicted in his sldu-dress upon 
the desolate island. It is a very wretched work of art ; the book was 
brought out in a common manner, like all De Poe’s works. 
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De Foe himself. Had De Foe not written Eobinsoii^Cmsoe, 
the name and story of Selkirk had been passed over like 
others of the same sort; yet Selkirk has the merit ot 
having detailed his own history, in a manner so interesting, 
as to have attracted the notice of Steele, and to have inspired 
the genius of De Foe. 

After this, the originality of Hobinson Crusoe will no 
longer be suspected ; and the idle tale which Dr. Beattie has 
repeated of Selkirk having supplied the materials of his story 
to De Foe, from which our author borrowed his work, and 
published for his own profit, will be finally put to rest. This 
is due to the injured honour and genius of De Foe. 


CATHOLIC AND PEOTESTANT DRAMAS. 

LiTEUATUiiE, and the arts connected with it, in this free 
country, have been involved with its political state, and have 
sometimes flourished or declined with the fortunes, or been 
made instrumental to the pm'poses, of the parties which had 
espoused them. Thus in our dramatic history, in the early 
period of the Eeformation, the Catholics were secretly work- 
ing on the stage; and long afterwards the royalist party, 
under Charles the Fii'st, possessed it till they provoked their 
own ruin. The Catholics, in their expiring cause, took re- 
fuge in the theatre, and disguised the invectives they would 
have invented in sermons, under the more popular forms of 
the drama, where they freely ridiculed the chiefs of the neia 
religion, as they termed the Eeformation, and “ the new Gos- 
pellers,” or those who quoted their Testament, as an authority 
for their proceedings. Fuller notices this circumstance. 
** The popish priests, though unseen, stood behind the hang- 
ings, or lurked in the tyring-house.” ^ These found sup- 
porters among the elder part of their auditors, who were 
tenacious of their old habits and doctrines ; and opposers in 
the younger, who eagerly adopted the term Eeformation in 
its full sense. 

This conduct of the Catholics called down a proclamation 
from Edward the Sixth, (1549,) when we find that the go- 
vernment was most anxious that these pieces should not be 
performed in “the English tongue ;” so that we may infer 

* Eccl. Hist., took vii. p. 399. 
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that tl^ government was not alarmed at treason in Latia.’^' 
This proclamation states, “ that a great number of those that 
be common plaj^ers of interludes or plays, as well within the 
city of London as elsewhere, who for the most part play sucli 
interludes as contain matter tending to sedition, &c., (fee., 
whereupon are grown, and daily are like to grow, much divi- 
sion, tumult, and uproars in this realm. The king charges 
his subjects that they should not openly or secretly play in 
the JEnglish tongue any kind of Interlude, Play, Dialogue, or 
other matter set forth in form of Plaij, on pain of imprison- 
ment,” &e,t 

This was, however, but a temporary prohibition ; it cleared 
the stage for a time of these Catholic dramatists ; but rd- 
formed Enterlitdes, as they were termed, ^vere afterwards 
permitted. 

These Catholic dramas would afford some speculations to 
historical incpiii'ers : we know they made very free strictures 
on the first heads of the Reformation, on Cromwell, Cranmer, 
and their party ; but they were probably overcome in their 
struggles with their prevailing rivals. Some may yet possibly 
lurk in their manuscript state. We have, printed, one of 
those Moralities, or moral plays, or allegorical dramatic pieces, 
which succeeded the Mysteries in the reign of Henry |-he 
Eighth, entitled ‘‘Every Man:” in the character of that 
hero, the writer not unaptly designates Human Haturc her- 
self.J This comes from the Catholic school, to recall the 
auditors back to the forsaken ceremonies of that church j but 
it levels no strokes of personal satire on the Reformei^s. 
Percy observed that, from the solemnity of the subjects, the 
summoning of man out of the world by death, and by the 
gravity of its conduct, not without some attempts, however 
rude, to excite terror and pity, this Morality may not impro- 
perly be referred to the class of Tragedy, Such ancient sim- 
plicity is not worthless to the poetical antiquary ; although 
the mere modern reader would soon feel weary at such inar- 
tificial productions, yet the invention which may he discovered 

„ * Collier’s ** Annals of the Stage,” i. 144. 

f Bale’s play, Qod^s Promim, and that called Kevj CuUome, reprinted in 
the first volume of Dodsley’s collection, are examples of the great license 
these dramatists allov^ed themselves. 

t It has been preserved by Hawkins in his **Ongin of the English 
Brama,” vol. i 
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iu these rude pieces would be sublime, warm with the colour- 
ings of a Gray or a Collins. 

On the side of the Eeformed we have no deficiency of 
attacks on the superstitions and idolatries of the Eomish 
church ; and Satan, and his old son Hypocrisy, are very busy 
at their intrigues with another hero called “ Lusty J uventus,” 
and the seductive mistress they introduce him to, “ Abomi- 
nable Living this was printed in the reign of Edward the 
Sixth. It is odd enough to see quoted in a dramatic per- 
formance chapter and verse, as formally as if a sermon were 
to be performed. There we find such rude learning as this 

Bead the V. to the Galatians, and there you shall see 
That the flesh rehelleth against the spirit — 

or in homely rhymes like these — 

I will show you what St. Paul doth declare 
In his epistle to the Hebrews, and the X. chapter. 

In point of historical information respecting the pending 
struggle between the Catholics and the “new Gospellers,’’ we 
do not glean much secret history from these pieces ; yet they 
curiously exemplify that regular progress in the history of 
man, which has shown itself in the more recent revolutions of 
Europe ; the old people still clinging, from habit and affec- 
tion, to what is obsolete, and the young ardent in establish- 
ing what is new ; while the balance of human happiness 
trembles between both. 

Thus “Lusty Juventus” conveys to us in his rude sim- 
plicity the feeling of that day. Satan, in lamenting the 
downfall of superstition, declares that — 

The old people would believe still in my laws, 

But the younger sort lead them a contrary way — 

They will live as the Scripture teacheth them. 

Hypocrisy, when informed by his old master, the Devil, of the 
change that “Lusty Juventus” has undergone, expresses his 
surprise; attaching that usual odium of meanness on the 
earl}^ reformers, in the spirit that the Hollanders were nick- 
named at their first revolution by their lords the Spaniards, 
“ Les Gueux,” or the Beggars. 

What, is Juventus become so tame. 

To be a new G-ospeller ? 

But in his address to the young reformer, who asserts that he 
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is not bound to obey bis parents but “ in all things honest 
and lawful,” Hypocrisy thus vents his feelings : — 

Lawful, quotb lia ! Ah ! fool ! fool ! 

"Wilt thou set men to school , 

When they be old? 

I may say to 3’ou secretly, 

The world was never merry 
Since children w'ere so bold ; 

Now every boy will be a teacher, 

The father a fool, the child a preacher ; 

This is pretty gear ! 

The foul presumption of youth 
Will shortly turn to great ruth, 

I fear, I fear, I fear I 

In these rude and simple lines there is something like the 
aitifiee of composition ; the repetition of words in the first 
and the last lines was doubtless intended as a grace in the 
poetry. That the ear of the poet was not unmusical, amidst 
the inartificial construction of his verse, will appear in this 
curious catalogue of holy things, which Hypocrisy has drawn 
up, not without humour, in asserting the services he had 
performed for the Devil. 

And I brought up such superstition 
Under the name of holiness and religion, 

That deceived almost all. 

As — ^holy cardinals, holy popes, 

Holy vestments, holy copes, 

Holy hermits, and friars, 

Holy piiests, holy bishops, 

Holy monks, holy abbots, 

Yea, and all obstinate liars. 

Holy pardons, holy beads. 

Holy saints, holy images, 

With holy holy blood. 

Holy stocks, holy stones, 

Holy clouts, holy bones, 

Yea, and holy holy wood. 

Holy skins, holy bulls, 

Holy rochets, and cowls, 

Holy crutches and staves, 

Holy hoods, holy caps, 

Holy mitres, holy hats, 

And good holy holy knaves. 

Holy days, holy fastings, 

Holy twitchings, holy tastings, 
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Holy Yisions and sights, 

Holy wax, holy lead, 

Holy water, holy bread, 

To drive away sprites. 

Holy fire, holy palme, 

Holy oil, holy cream, 

And holy ashes also; 

Holy broaches, holy rings, 

Holy kneeling, holy censings, 

And a hundred trim-trams mo. 

Holy crosses, holy bells, 

Holy reliqiies, holy jouels, 

Of mine own invention ; 

Holy candles, holy tapers, 

Holy parchments, holy papers ; — 

Had not you a holy son ? 

Some of these Catholic dramas were long afterwards 
secretly performed among Catholic families. In an un 2 :>iib- 
lished letter of the times, I find a cause in the Star-chamber 
respecting a play being acted at Christmas, 1614, at the 
house of Sir J ohn Yorke ; the consequences of which were 
heavy fines and imprisonment. The letter- writer describes it 
as containing many foul passages to the vilifying of our 
religion and exacting of popery, for which he and his lady, as 
principal procurers, were fined one thousand pounds apiece, 
and imprisoned in the Tower for a year ; two or three of his 
brothers at five hundred pounds apiece, and others in other 
sums.” 


THE HISTORY OF THE THEATRE DITRINa ITS 
SUPPRESSION. 

A PERIOD in our dramatic annals has been passed over during 
the progress of the civil wars, which indeed was one of 
silence, but not of repose in the theatre. It lasted beyond 
the death of Charles the Tirst, when the fine arts seemed 
also to have suffered with the monarch. The theatre, for the 
first time in any nation, was abolished by a public ordinance, 
and the actors, and consequently all that family of genius 
who by their labours or their tastes are connected with the 
drama, were reduced to silence. The actors were forcibly 
dispersed, and became even some of the most [Dersecuted ob- 
jects of the new government. 
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It nia}^ excite our curiosity to trace the liidclen footsteps of 
this numerous fraternity of genius. Hypocrisy and Fana- 
ticism had, at length, triumphed over AVit and Satire. A 
single blow could not, however, annihilate those never-dying 
powers; nor is suppression always extinction. lieduccd to a 
state which did not allow of uniting in a body, still their 
habits and their affections could not desert them : actors 
would attempt to resume their functions, and the genius of 
the authors and the tastes of the people would occasionally 
break out, though scattered and concealed. 

Mr. Gifford has noticed, in his introduction to Massinger, 
the noble contrast between our actors at that time, with 
those of revolutionary France, when, to use his own em- 
phatic expression — “ One wretched actor only deserted his 
sovereign ; while of the vast multitude fostered by the no- 
bility and the royal family of France, not one individual ad- 
hered to their cause : all rushed madly forward to plunder 
and assassinate their benefactors.” 

The contrast is stiiking, but the result must be teced to a 
different principle ; for the eases are not parallel as they ap- 
pear. The French actors did not occupy the same ground as 
ours. Here, the fanatics shut up the theatre, and extirpated 
the art and the artists : there, the fanatics enthusiastically 
converted the theatre into an instrument of their own revo- 
lution, and the French actors therefore found an increased 
national patronage. It was natural enough that actors 
would not desert a flourishing profession. Tlie ])lunder and 
assassinations,” indeed, were quite peculiar to themselves as 
Frenchmen, not as actors. 

The destruction of the theatre here was the result of an 
ancient quarrel between the puritanic party and the whole 
corps drmiatiqxie. In this little history of plays and players, 
like more important history, we perceive how all human 
events form but a series of consequences, linked together ; 
and we must go back to the reigm of Elizabeth to compre- 
hend an event which occurred in that of Charles the First. 
It has been p)erbaps peculiar to this land of contending opi- 
nions, and of happy and unhappy liberty, that a gloomy sect 
was early formed, who drawing, as they fancied, the prin- 
ciples of their conduct from the literal precepts of the 
Gospel, formed those views of human nature which wore 
more practicable in a desert than a city, and which were 
rather suited to a monastic order than to" a polished people. 
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These were our puritans, who at first, perhaps from utter 
simplicity, among' other extravagant reforms, imagined that 
of the extinction of the theatre. ITumerous works from 
that time fatigued their own pens and their readers’ heads, 
founded on literal interpretations of the Scriptures, which 
were applied to our drama, though written ere our drama 
existed ; voluminous quotations from the Fathers, who had 
only witnessed farcical interludes and licentious pantomimes : 
they even quoted classical authority to prove that a stage- 
player” was considered infamous by the Homans ; among 
whom, however, Boscius, the admiration of Borne, received 
the princely remuneration of a thousand denarii per diem ; 
the tragedian, iEsopus, bequeathed about £150,000 to his 
son remunerations which show the high regard in which 
the great actors were held among the Boman peojfie. 

A series of writers might be collected of these anti-dra- 
matists.t The licentiousness of our comedies had too often 
indeed presented a fair occasion for their attacks ; and they at 
length succeeded in purifying the stage : we owe them this 
good, hut we owe little gratitude to that blind zeal which 
was desirous of extinguishing the theatre, which wanted the 
taste also to feel that the theatre was a popular school of 
morality; that the stage is a supplement to the pulpit j 
where virtue, according to Plato’s sublime idea, moves our 
love and affections when made visible to the eye. Of this 
class, among the earliest writers was Stephen G-osson, who in 
1579 published “ The School of Abuse, or a Pleasant Invec- 
tive against Poets, Players, Jesters, and such like Cater- 
pillars.” Yet this Grosson dedicated his work to Sir Philip 
Sidney, a great lover of plays, and one who has vindicated 
their morality in his “Defence of Poesy.” The same puri- 
tanic spirit soon reached our universities; for when a Dr. 
G-ager had a play perfbrrhed at Christchurch, Dr. Beynolds, 
of Queen’s College, terrified at the Satanic novelty, published 
“The Ouerthrow of Stage-plays,” 1593 ; a tedious invective, 
foaming at the mouth of its text with quotations and autho- 
rities; for that was the age when authority was stronger 
than opinion, and the slightest could awe the readers. Bey- 
nolds takes great pains to prove that a stage-play is inla- 

^ Macrobins, Saturn., lib. iii. 1, 14. 

f Several of tliem have been reprinted by the Shakespeare Society 
since the above was written. Particularly the work of Gosson here 
alluded to. 
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moiis, the opinions of antiquity ; that a theatre corrupts 
morals, by those of the Fathers ; but the most reasonable 
point of attack is “ the sin of boys wearing the dress and 
affecting the airs of women This was too long a flagrant 
evil in the theatrical economy. To us there appears some- 
thing so repulsive in the exhibition of boys, or men, per- 
sonating female characters, that one cannot conceive how 
they could ever have been tolerated as a substitute for the 
spontaneous grace, the melting voice, and the soothing looks 
of a female. It was quite impossible to give the tenderness 
of a woman to any perfection of feeling, in a personating 
male ; and to this cause may we not attribute that the 
female ehai-acters have never been made chief personages 
among our elder poets, as they would assui'edly have been, 
had they not been conscious that the male actor could not 
have sufficiently affected the audience ? A poet who lived in 
Charles the Second’s da}'-, and who has written a prologue to 
Othello, to introduce the first actress on our stage, has 
humorously touched on this gross absurdity. 

Our women are defective, and so sized, 

You’d think they were some of the Guard disguised ; 

For to speak truth, men act, that are between 
Forty and fifty, wenches of fifteen ; 

With brows so large, and nerve so uncompliant, 

When you call Bademona — enter GianU 

Yet at the time the absurd custom prevailed, Tom Nash, in 
his Fierce Fennilesse, commends our stage for not having, as 
they had abroad, women-actors, or “courtezans,” as he calls 
them : and even so late as in 1650, when women were first 
introduced on our stage, endless are the apologies for the in- 
decorum of this novel usage ! Such are the difficulties which 
occur even in forcing bad customs to return to nature ; and so 
long does it take to infuse into the multitude a little common 
sense ! It is eveii probable that this happy revolution origi- 
nated from mere necessity, rather than from choice ; for the 
boys who had been trained to act female characters before the 
Rebellion, during the present suspension of the theatre, had 
grown too masculine to resume their tender office at the Re- 
storation ; and, as the same poet observes, 

* The “ Historica Histrionica” notes Stephen Hammerton as “a most 
noted and beautiful woman-actor,” in the early part of the seventeenth 
century. Alexander Goffe, “the woman-actor at Blackfriars,” is also 
mentioned as acting privately “ in Oliver’s time.” 
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Doubting we should never play agen, 

We have played all our loomen into Qiienj 

SO that the introduction of women was the mere result of 
necessity: — hence all these apologies for the most natural 
ornament of the stage.*^ 

This volume of Eeynolds seems to have been the shadow 
and precursor of one of the most substantial of literary 
monsters, in the tremendous “ Histriomastix, or Player’s 
Scourge/’ of Prynne, in 1633. In that volume, of more 
than a thousand closely-printed quarto pages, all that was 
ever written against plays and players, perhaps, may be 
found : what followed could only have been transcripts from 
a genius who could raise at once the Mountain and the 
Mouse. Yet Collier, so late as in 1698, renewed the attack 
still more vigorous^, and with final success ; although he left 
room for Arthur Bedford a few j^ears afterwards, in his 
“Evil and Danger of Stage-plays:” in which extraordinary 
work he produced “ seven thousand instances, taken out of 
plays of the present century;” and a catalogue of “'fourteen 
hundred texts of scripture, ridiculed by the Stage.” This 
religious anti- dramatist must have been more deeply read in 
the drama than even its most fervent lovers. His piety pur- 
sued too deei^ly the study of such impious productions ; and 
such labours were probably not without more amusement 
than he ought to have found in them. 

This stage persecution, which began in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, had been necessarilj^ resented by the theatrical people, 
and the fanatics were really objects too tempting lor the 
traders in wit and satire to pass by. They had made them- 
selves very marketable; and the puritans, changing their 
character with the times, from Elizabeth to Charles the First, 
were often the TarUiffes of the stage.f But when they be- 
came the government itself, in 1642, all the theatres were 
suppressed, because “ stage-plaies do not suit with seasons of 
humiliation ; but fasting and praying have been found very 

* One actor, William Kynaston, continued to perform female characters 
in the reign of Charles II., and his performances were praised by Dryden, 
and preferred by many to that of the ladies themselves. He was so great 
a favourite .with the fair sex, that the court ladies used to take him in 
their coaches for an airing in Hyde Park. 

* Ben Jonson was one of their hardest enemies ; and his Zeahof'tUe- 
Zand-hiisy, Justice Over-doo^ and Dame Pure-crafty have never been 
surpassed in masterly delineation of puritanic cant. The dramatists of 
that era certainly did their best to curb Puritanism by exposure. 
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effectual.’* This was but a mild cant, and the suppression, at 
first, was only to be temporai'y. But as they gained strength, 
the hypocrite, who had at first only struck a gentle blow at 
the theatre, with redoubled vengeance buried it in its own 
ruins. Alexander Brome, in his verses on Eichard Brome’s 
Comedies, discloses the secret motive : — 

’Tis worth our note, 

Bishops and players^ both siilTer’cl in one vote : 

And reason good, for they had cause to fear them ; 

One did suppress their schisms, and t’other jfer Trir:,r. 
Bishops were guiltiest, for they swell’ d vilh riches; 

T’other had nought but verses, songs and speeches, 

And by their ruin, the state did no more 
But rob the spittle, and uarag the poor. 

They poured forth the long-suppressed hitterness of their 
souls six years afterwards, in their ordinance of 1618, for 
“ the suppression of all stage-plaies, and for the taking down 
all their boxes, stages, and seats whatsoever, that so there 
might be no more plaies acted.” Those proud paiToting 
players” are described as a sort of superbious ruffians ; and, 
because sometimes the asses ai'e clothed in lions’ skins, the 
dolts imagine themselves somebody, and walke in as great 
state as Ciesar.” This ordinance against “ boxes, stages, and 
seats,” was, without a- metaphor, a .war of extermination. 
They passed their ploughshare over the land of the drama, 
and'^sowed it with their salt ; and the spirit which raged in 
the governing powers appeared in the deed of of their 
followers. When an actor had honourably surrendered him-^ 
self in battle to this spurious saint,” he exclaimed, “ Cursed 
be he who doth the work of the Lord negligently,” and shot 
his prisoner because he was an actor 1 

We find some account of the dispersed actors in that curious 
morsel of ‘‘Historica Histrionica,” preserved in the twelfth 
volume of Dodsley’sOld Plays ; full of the traditional history 
of the theatre, which tKe writer appears to have gleaned from 
the reminiscences of the old cavalier, his father. 

The actors were “Malign ants” to a man, if we except that 
wretched actor,” as Mr. Gifford distinguishes him, who was, 
however, only such for his politics : and he pleaded hard for 
his treason, that he really was a presbyterian, although an 
actor. Of these men, who had lived in the sunshine of a 
court, and amidst taste and criticism, many perished in the 
field, from their affection for their royal master. Some sought 
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humble’ occupations ; and not a few, who, by habits long in- 
dulged, and their own turn of mind, had hands too delicate to 
put to work, attempted often to entertain secret audiences, 
and were often dragged to prison. 

These disturbed audiences were too unpleasant to afford 
much employment to the actors. Francis Kirkman, the 
author and bookseller, tells us they were often seized on by 
the soldiers, and stripped and fined at them pleasure. A 
curious circumstance occurred in the economy of these strolling 
theatricals : these seizures often deprived them of their ward- 
robe ; and among the stage directions of the time, may be 
found among the exits and the entrances, these : Miter the 
red coat — JEccit hat and cloaJc, which were, no doubt, consi- 
dered not as the least precious parts of the whole living com- 
pany : they were at length obliged to substitute painted cloth 
for the splendid habits of the drama. 

At this epoch a great comic genius, Bobert Cox, invented 
a peculiar sort of dramatic exhibition, suited to the necessities 
of the time, short pieces which he mixed with other amuse- 
ments, that these might disguise the acting. It was under 
the pretence of rope-dancing that he filled the Bed Bull play- 
house, which was a large one, with such a confluence that as 
many went back for want of room as entered. The dramatic 
contrivance consisted of a combination of the richest comic 
scenes into one piece, from Shakspeare, Marston, Shirley, &c., 
concealed under some taking title ; and these pieces of plays 
were called ‘‘Humours or “Drolleries.” These have been 
collected by l^iarsh, and reprinted by Kirkman, as put to- 
gether by Cox, for the use of theatrical booths at fairs. The 

* The title of this collection is ^‘The Wits, or Sport -upon Sport, in 
select pieces of Drollery, digested into scenes by way of Dialogue. Together 
with variety of Humours of several nations, fitted for the pleasure and con- 
tent of all persons, either in Court, City, Country, or Camp. The like 
never before published. Printed for H. Marsh, 1662 again printed for 
F. Kirkman, 1672. To Kirkman’s edition is prefixed a curious print 
representing the inside of a Bartholomew-fair theatre (by some supposed 
to be the fled Bull Theatre in Clerkenwell). Several characters are intro- 
duced. In the middle of the stage, a figure peeps out of the curtain ; on a 
label from his mouth is written “ Tu quoqiie,’" it represents Bubble, a 
silly person in a comedy, played so excellently by an actor named Green, 
that it was called “Green’s Tu-quoque.” Then a changeling and a sim- 
pleton, from plays by Cox ; a French dancing-master, from the Duke of 
Newcastle’s “Variety;” Clause, from Beaumont and Fletcher’s “Beggar’s 
Bush and Sh John Falstaff and hostess. Our notion of Falstaff by this 
print seems very different from that of our ancestors : their Falstaff is no 
extravaganza of obesity, not roquiiung so much “ stuffing” as ours does. 
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argument prefixed to eacli piece serves as its plot ; and drawn 
as most are from some of our dramas, these “ Drolleries ” may 
still be read with great amusement, and offer, seen altogether, 
an extraordinary specimen of our national huihour. The 
price this collection obtains among book-collectors is exces- 
sive. In “The bouncing Knight, or the Eobbers robbed,” 
we recognise our old friend Ealstaff, and his celebrated adven- 
ture : “ The Equal Match ” is made out of “ Eule a Wife and 
have a Wife;” and thus most. There ai'e, however, some 
original pieces, by Cox himself, which were the most popular 
favourites ; being characters created by himself, for himself, 
from ancient farces : such were The Himoiirrs of John Swah- 
Jer, Simpleton the Smith, <fec. These remind us of the extem- 
poral comedy and the pantomimical characters of Italy, in- 
vented by actors of genius. This Cox was the delight of the 
city, the country, and the universities : assisted by the greatest 
actors of the time, expelled from the theatre, it was he who 
still preserved alive, as it were by stealth, the suppressed 
spirit of the drama. That he merited the distinctive epithet 
of “ the incomparable Eobert Cox,” as Kirkman calls him, we 
can only judge by the memorial of our mimetic genius, which 
will be best given in Kirkman’s words. “ As meanly as you 
may now think of these Drolls, they were then acted by the 
best comedians ; and, I may say, by some that then exceeded 
ail now living ; the incomparable Eobert Cox, who was not 
only the principal actor, but also the contriver and author of 
most of these farces. How have I heard him cried up for his 
John Swabber, and Simpleton the Smith ; in which he being 
to appear with a large piece of bread and butter, I have fre- 
quently known several of the female spectators and auditom 
to long for it ; and once that weU-kiiown natural, Jo c7c Adams 
of GlerJcenioell , seeing him with bread and butter on the 
stage, and knowing him, cried out, ‘ Cuz ! Cuz ! give me 
some ! ’ to the great pleasure of the audience. And so na- 
tui’ally did he act the smith’s part, that being at a fair in a 
country town, and that farce being presented, the only master- 
smith of the town came to him, saying, ‘ Well, although your 
father speaks so ill of you, yet when the fair is done, if you 
will come and work with me, I will give you twelve pence a 
week more than I give any other journeyman.’ Thus was he 
taken for a smith bred, that was, indeed, as much of any 
trade.” 

To this low state the gloomy and exasperated fanatics, who 
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had so often smarted tinder the satirical whips of the drama- 
tists, had reduced the drama itself ; without, however, extin- 
guishing the talents of the players, or the finer ones of those 
who once derived their fame from that noble arena of genius, 
the English stage. At the first suspension of the theatre by 
the Long Parliament in 164)2, they gave vent to their feel- 
ings in an admirable sathe. About this time “ petitions ” to 
the parliament from various classes were put into vogue; 
multitudes were presented to the House from all parts of the 
country, and from the city of London ; and some of these 
were extraordinary. The porters, said to have been 15,000 
in number, declaimed with great eloquence on the blood- 
sucking malignants for insulting the privileges of parliament, 
and threatened to come to extremities, and make good the 
saying ‘‘necessity has no law;” there was one from the 
yars, who declared, that by means of the bishops and popish 
lords they knew not where to get bread ; and we are told of 
a third from the tradesmen's wives in London, headed by a 
brewer’s wife : all these were encouraged by their party, and 
were alike “ most thankfully accepted.” 

The satirists soon turned this new political trick of ‘^peti- 
tions” into an instrument for their own purpose: we have 
“ Petitions of the Poets,” — of tlio House of Commons to the 
King, — Kemonstrances to the Porters’ Petition, &c. : spirited 
political satires. One of these, the “ Players’ Petition to tlie 
Parliament,” after being so long silenced, that they might 
play again, is replete with sarcastic allusions. It may be 
found in that rare collection, entitled “Eump Songs,” 1662, 
but with the usual incorrectness of the press in that day. 
The , following extract I have corrected from a manuscript 
copy 

Now while you reign, our low petition craves 
That we, the king’s true subjects and your slaves, 

May in our comic mirth and tragic rage 
Set up the theatre, and show the stage ; 

This shop of truth and fancy, where we vow 
Not to act anything you disallow. 

We will not dare at your strange votes to jeer. 

Or personate King Pym* with his state-fleer ; 


* Ptm was then at the head of the Commons, and was usually deputed 
to address personally the motley petitioners. AYe have a curious speech 
he made to the tradesmen's ivlves in Echard’s “History of England,” 
vol. ii. 290. 

VOL. II. IT 
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Aspiring Catiline should he forgot, 
iBloody Sejanus, or 'whoe’er could plot 
Confusion ’gainst a state ; the Avar betwixt 
The Parliament and just Harry the Sixth 
Shall have no thought or mention, ’cause their power 
Not only placed, but lost him in the Tower ; 

Nor will we parallel, with least suspicion, 

Your synod with the Spanish inquisition. 

All these, and such like maxims as may mar 
Your soaring plots, or show you what you are, 

We shall omit, lest our inventions shake them : 

Why should the men be wiser than you make them ? 

We think there should not such a difierence be 
’Twixt our profession and your quality : 

You meet, plot, act, talk high with minds immense; 

The like with us, but only we speak sense 
Inferior unto j^ours ; w^e can tell how 
To depose kings', there vve know more than you, 

Although not more than what we would ; then we 
Likewise in our vast privilege agree ; 

But that yours is the larger ; and controls 
Not only lives and foi-tuncs, but men’s soul^ 

Declaring by an enigmatic sense 
A privilege on each man’s conscience, 

As if the Trinity could not consent 
To save a soul but by the parliament. 

We make the people laugh at some strange show, 

And as they laugh at us, they do at you ; 

Only i’ the contrary we disagree, 

Por you can make them cry faster tliau we. 

Your tragedies more real aie express’d, 

You murder men in earnest, w'e in jest : 

There we come short; hut if you follow thus, 

Some wise men fear you will come short of us. 

As humbly as we did begin, we pmy, 

Dear schoolmasters, you’ll give us leave to play 
Quickly before the king comes ; for we would 
Be glad to say you’ve done a little good 
Since you have sat : your jolay is almost done 
As well as ours — would it had ne’er begun. 

But we shall find, ere tlie last act be spent, 

Enter ilic King, exeunt the Parliament, 

And Heigh then up loe go I who by the frown 
Of guilty members have been voted down, 

Until a legal trial show us how 
You used the hing, and Heigh then up go you! 

So pray your humble slaves with all their powers, 

That when they have their due, you may have yours. 

Such was the petition of the suppressed players in 1642 ; 
hat, in 1658, their secret exaltation appeal's, although the 
stage was not yet restored to them, in some verses prefixed 



291 


The History of the Theatre^ ^c. 

“to Eichaud Brome’s Plays, by Alexander Brome, wliicli 
may close our little history. Aliacliiig to the theatrical people, 
he moralises on the late of players : — 

See the strange twirl of times ; when such poor things 
Outlive the dates of parliaments or kings ! 

This revolution makes exploded wit 
Kow see the fall of those that ruin’d it; 

And the condemned stage hath now obtain’d 
To see her executioners arraign’d. 

There’s nothing permanent : those high great men, 

That rose from dust, to dust may fall again ; 

And fate so orders things, that the same hour 
Sees the same man both in contempt and power ; 

For the multitude, in whom the power doth lie, 

Do in one breath cry Hail I and Crucify! 

At this period, though deprived of a theatre, the taste for 
the drama was, perhaps, the more lively among its lovers ; 
for, besides the performances already noticed, sometimes con- 
nived at, and sometimes protected by bribery, in Oliver’s time 
they stole into a practice of privately acting at noblemen’s 
houses, particularly at Holland-house, at Kehsington : and 
“ Alexander Goff, the icoman-actor, was the jackal, to give 
notice of time and place to the lovers of the drama,’* 
according to the writer of Historica Histrionica.” The 
players, urged by their necessities, published several excellent 
manuscript plays, which the}" had hoarded in their dramatic 
exchequers, as the sole property of their respective companies. 
In one year appeared fifty of these new plays. Of these 
dramas many have, no doubt, perished ; for numerous titles 
are recorded, but the plays are not known ; yet some may 
still remain in their manuscript state, in hands not capable of 
valuing them. All our old plays were the property of the 
actors, who bought them for their own companies. The im- 
mortal works of Shakspeare had not descended to us, had 
Heminge and Condell felt no sympathy for the fame of their 
friend. They had been scattered and lost, and, perhaps, had 
not been discriminated among the numerous manuscript plays 
of that age. One more effort, during this suspension of the 
drama, was made in 1655, to recal the public attention to its 
productions. This was a very curious collection by John 
Cotgrave, entitled “ The English Treasury of Wit and Lan- 
guage, collected out of the most, and best, of our English 
Bramatiek Poems.” It appears by Cotgrave’s preface, that 
“The Dramatick Poem,” as he calls our tragedies and come- 

XT 2 
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dies, “had been of late too inucli slighted.’’ He tells us how 
some, not wanting in wit iheinsolvoy, but “through a stiff 
and obstinate prejudice, have, in this iicr/hct^ lost the benefit 
of many ricli and U'-ei\d observations ; not duly considering, 
or believing, that t\\KiJramers of them were tlic most fluent 
and redundant wits that this age, or 1 think any other, ever 
knew.” He enters further into this just jianegyrie of our old 
dramatic writers, whose acquired knowledge in ancient and 
modern languages, and whose luxuriant fancies, wdiich they 
derived from no other sources but their own native growth, 
arc viewed to great advantage in CoTUJMTJi’s commonplaces; 
and, perhaps, still more in Hayivaud's ‘'British Muse,” 
which collection was made under the supcrvisal, and by the 
valuable aid, of Oljoys, an experienced caterer of thec^o 
relishing morsels. 


BuiNicma-cusTons in England. 

The ancient Bacchus, as represented in gems and statues, 
was a youthful and graceful divinity ; he is so described ■ by 
Ovid, and was so painted by Barry. Ho has the epithet of 
Edlas^ to express the light spirits ivhich give wings to the 
soul. His voluptuousness was jo}oiis and tender; and ho 
was never viewed reeling ivith intoxication. Accca'ding to 
Yirgil : 

Et quocunqae deus circuin caput eglt honest urn. 

Ocovrj, ij, S02, 

which Dryden, contemplating on the red- faced boorish hoj 
astride on a barrel on our sign-posts, tastelessly sinks into 
gross vulgarity : 

On wliate’er side lie turns Ills lionoit face. 

This Latinism ol Jioncshim even the literal inelegance of 
Davidson had spirit enough to translate, “ Where’er the god 
hath moved around his graceful head.'''' The hideous figure 
of that ebriety, in its most disgusting stage, the ancients ex- 
posed in the bestial Silenus and his crew; and vith these, 
rather than with the Ovidian and Yirgilian deity, our own 
convivial customs have assimilated. 

We shall probably outlive that custom of liard-drinking 
which, was so long one of our naticnal vices. The Frenchman,. 
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the Italian, and the Spaniard only taste the luxury of the 
grape, but seem never to have indulged in set convivial 
parties, or drinking- matches, as some of the northern people. 
Of this folly of ours, which was, however, a borrowed one, 
and which lasted for two centuries, the history is curious : 
the variety of its modes and customs ; its freaks and extra- 
vagances ; the technical language introduced to raise it into 
an art ; and the inventions contrived to animate the progress 
of the thirsty souls of its votaries.'^ 

IsTations, like individuals, in their intercourse are great 
imitators ; and we have the authority of Camden, who lived 
at the time, for asserting that “ the English in their long 
wars in the Netherlands first learnt to drown themselves 
with immoderate drinking, and by drinking others’ healths 
to impair their own. Of all the northern nations, they had 
been before this most commended for their sobriety.” And 
the historian adds, ‘‘ that the vice had so diffused itself over 
the nation, that in our days it was first restrained by severe 
laws.”t 

Here we have the authority of a grave and judicious his- 
torian for ascertaining the first period and even origin of 
this custom ; and that the nation had not, heretofore, dis- 
graced itself by such prevalent ebrioty, is also confirmed by 
one of those curious contemporary pamphlets of a popular 
writer, so invaluable to the philosophical antiquarj^ Tom 
Nash, a town-wit of the reign of Elizabeth, long before 
Camden wrote her history, in his “Pierce Pennilesse,” had 
detected the same origin. — Superfluit}’- in drink,” says this 
spirited writer, “ is a sin that ever since we have mixed oui’- 
selves with the Low Countries is counted honourable ; but 
before we knew their lingering wars, was held in that highest 

' Prynne’s tract entitled “Health’s Sicknesse” is fall of ciiiious allu- 
sions to'the drinking-customs of the era of Charles the First. His para- 
doxical title alludes to the sickness that results from too freely drinking 
“hoalUis.” 

Camden's “History of Queen Elizabeth,” Book III. Many statutes 
against drunkenness, by way of pieventiou, passed in the reign of James 
the First. Our law looks on this vice as an aggravation of any offence 
committed, not as an excuse for criminal misbehaviour. See “Black- 
stone,” book iv. c. 2, sec 3. In Mr. Gifford’s “Massinger,” vol. ii. 458, 
is a note to show that when we were young scholars, we soon equalled, if 
we did not surpass, our masters. Mr. Gilchrist there furnishes an extract 
from Sir Eichard Bakei’s Chronicle, which traces the origin of tliis exotic 
custom to the source mentioned ; but the whole passage from Baker is 
literally transcribed from Camden. 
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degree of hatred that might be. Then if vcc liad seen a man 
go wallowing in the streetri, or Inin sleeping the board, 

we should have spet at him, and warned all our friends out of 
his company.”'^ 

Such was the ht source of this vile custom, which is 
further confirmed by the barbarous dialect it introduced into 
our language ; all the terms of drinking which once abounded 
with us are, without exception, of a base northern origimf 
But the best account I can find of all the rofinemonts ol this 
new science of potation, when it seems to have readied its 
height, is in our ''fom ISTash, who being himself one of these 
deep experimental philosophers, is likely to disclose all the 
mysteries of the craft. 

He says — “ jSTow, ho is nobody that cannot drink super* 

Fash’s “ Pierce Peniiilessof’ 1505, sig. r 2. 
t These barbarous phrases aie Butch, Banish, or Gemau. The term 
shioi7cei% a filler of ivine, a butler or cup-bearer, according to Phillips ; and 
in tayerns, as appears by our dramatic poets, a do'uwcr, is Butch, or, accord- 
ing to Br. Nott, purely Banish, from shmiher. 

ffalf-seas over^ or nearly drunk, is likely to have been a proverbial , 
pbi*ase from the Butch, applied to that state of ebriety by an idea familiar 
with those water-rats. Thus op-see, Butch, means literally 
Mr. Gifford has recently told us in lus ** Jonsonf * that it was a name given 
to a stapifying beer introduced into England from the Low Countries ; 
hence op-sce, or over-sea ; and freczen in German, signifies to mallow 
greedily : from this vile alliance they compounded a harsh term, often 
used in our old plays. ThusJonson: 

I do not like the dulness of your eye, 

It hath a heavy cast, ’tis npsec Dutch. \ ' 

Al chemist i A. iv. S. 2. ' ^ 

And Fletcher has *^upse-freeze which Br. Nott explains in his 
edition of Becker’s “Gull’s Hornbook,” as “a tipsy draught, ox* swal- 
lowing liquor till drunk.” Mr. Gifford sajs it was the name of Friesland < 
beer 5 the meaning, liowevei*, was “to drink swinishly like a ButclimahV’' 
lYe are indebted to the Banes for many of our terms of jollity, Such as' 
a rouse and a carouse. Mr. Gifiord has given not only a new* but very 
distinct explanation of these classical terms in his “ I\rassinger,” ‘‘A 
rouse was a large glass, in which a health was given, the drinking of 
which by the rest of the company formed a carouse. Barnaby Bich notices 
the carouse as an invention for which the first founder merited hanging. 
It is necessary ta add, that there could be no rouse or €a7mfse, unless the 
glasses were emptied,” Although we have lost the terms, w*e have not 
lost the practice, as those who have the honour of dining in public 
parties are still gratified by the animating cry of “Gentlemen, charge 
your glasses.” 

According to Blount’s “ Glossographia,” cai'ouse is a corruption of two 
old German words, gar signifying all, and ausz, out ; so that to diink 
ga7*auz is to drink all out : hence carouse. 
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nagulmn; carouse the hunter’s hoope; quaff 'cpse freeze 
CTOsse ; with healths^ gloves^ mimpeSj froliclceSy and a thou- 
sand such domineering inventions.”''^ 

ErinTcing super-naguhm, that is, on the nail, is a device, 
which Nash says is new come out of France : but it had 
probably a northern origin, for far northward it still 
exists. This new device consisted in this, that after a man, 
says Nash, hath turned up the bottom of the cup to drop it 
on his nail, and make a pearl with what is left, which if it 
shed, and cannot make it stand on, by reason there is too 
much, he must drink ag^ain for his penance. 

The custom is also alluded to by Bishop Hall in his 
satirical romance of “ Mundus alter et idemf “A Discovery 
of a New World,” a work which probably Swift read, and did 
not forget. The Duke of Tenter-belly in his oration, when he 
drinks off his large goblet of twelve quarts, on his election, 
exclaims, should he be false to their laws — ‘‘ Let never this 
goodly-formed goblet of wine go jovially through me ; and 
then he set it to his mouth, stole it off every drop, save 
a little remainder, which he was by custom to set upon his 
thumVs nail, and lick it off’ as he did.” 

The phrase is in Fletcher : 

I am tHine ad ungaem 

that is, he would drink with his friend to the last. In a 
manuscript letter of the times, I find an account of Coliimbo, 
the Spanish ambassador, being at Oxford, and drinking healths 
to the Infanta. The writer adds — “ I shall not tell you how 
our doctors pledged healths to the Infanta and the arch- 
duchess ; and if any left too Mg a snuff, Columbo would cry, 
Superfiaculwn ! supernaculum /”t 

This Bacchic freak seems still preserved : for a recent 
traveller, Sir G-eorge Mackenzie, has noticed the custom in 
his Travels through Iceland. “His host having filled a 
silver cup to the brim, and put on the cover, then held it 
towards the person who sat next to him, and desired him to 
take off the cover, and look into the cup, a ceremony intended 
to secure fair play in filling it. He drank our health, desiring 

* “Pierce Pennilesse,” sig. p 2, 1595. 

When Christian IV. of Denmark was at the conrfc of onr James I. on 
a visit, drinking appears to have been carried to an excess ; there is extant 
an account of a court masqne, in which the actors were too tipsy to con- 
tinue their parts ; luckily, their majesties were not sufi5.ciently sober to 
find fault. 
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to be excused fronn emptying the cup, on account of the 
indiiferent state of "his health ; but we were informed at the 
same time that if one of us should neglect any part of 
the ceremony, ovfail to invert the cup ^ placing the edge on one 
of the ilntinhs as a proof that we liad swallowed every drop, 
the defaulter would he obliged by the laws of drinking to lUl 
the cup again, and drink it off a second time. In s])ilc of 
their utmost exertions, the penalty of a second draught was 
incurred by two of the company ; we were dreading the con- 
sequences of having swallowed so much wine, and in terror 
lest the cup should he sent round again.’’ 

Carouse the hunter's hoop. — ‘^Carouse” has been already 
explained : the hunter s hoop alludes to the custom of hoops 
being marked on a drinking-pot, by which every man was to 
measure his draught. Shakspeare makes the Jacobin Jack 
Cade, among his furious reformations, promise his friends that 
‘‘ there shall be in England seven halfpenny loaves sold for a 
penny ; the three-hooped pot shall have ten hoops, and I will 
make it a felony to drink small beer.” 1 have elsewhere 
observed that our modern Bacchanalians, whose feats are 
recorded by the bottle, and who insist on an equality in their 
rival combats, may discover some ingenuity in that invention 
among our ancestors of their peg-tankards, of which a few 
may yet occasionally be found in Derbyshire the invention 

* These inventions for keeping every thirsty soul within bounds are 
alluded to by Tom Nash j I do not know that his authority will be great 
as an antiquary, but the things themselves he describes he had seen. He 
tells us, that ‘‘King Edgar, because his subjects should not offencl in 
swilling and bibbing as they did, caused certain iron cups to be clmined 
to every fountain and well-side, and at every vintner’s door*" with 
iron pins in ihevif to stint every man how much he should drink ; 
ai;id he who went beyond one of those pins forfeited a penny for every 
dranght.” 

Pogge, in his “ Anonymiana,” has minutely described thesepe^-tol-'aJT?^, 
which confirms this account of Nash, and nearly the antiquity of the cus- 
tom. “ They have in the inside a row of eight pins one above another, 
from top to bottom ; the tankard holds two quarts, so that there is a gill 
of ale, i. e.f half a pint of Winchester measure between each pin. The first 
person that drank was to empty the tankard to the first peg or pin ; the 
second was to empty to the next pin, &c. ; by which means the pins were 
so many measures to the compotators, making them all drink alihe^ or 
the same quantity : and as the distance of the pins was such as to contain 
a large draught of liquor, the rr j he very liable by this method 

to get drunk, especially when, if they drank short of the pin or beyond it, 
they were obliged to drink again. In Archbishop Anselm’s Canons, made 
in the council at London m 1102, priests are enjoined not to go to drink- 
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of an age less refined than the present, when we have heard 
of globular glasses and bottles, which by their shape cannot 
stand, but roll about the table ; thus compelling the unfortu- 
nate Bacchanalian to drain the last drop, or expose his 
recreant sobriety. 

We must have recourse again to our old friend Tom Nash, 
who acquaints us with some of “ the general rules and inven- 
tions for drinking, as good as printed precepts or statutes by 
act of parliament, that go from drunkard to drunkard ; as, 
still to keep your first man ; not to leave any flocks in the 
bottom of the cup ; to knock the glass on your thumb when 
you have done ; to have some slioeing-horn to pull on your 
wine, as a rasher on the coals or a red-herring.” 

Shoeing-horns, sometimes called gloves, arc also described 
by Bishop Hall in his ‘‘ Mundus alter et idem.” “ Then, sir, 
cumts me up a service of shoeing-horns of all sorts ; salt 
cakes, red-herrings, anchovies, and gammon of bacon, and 
abundance of ^\xc\\ puller s-on''* 

.That famous surfeit of Bhenish and pickled herrings, 
which banquet proved so fatal to Eobert Green, a congenial 
and associate of our Nash, was occasioned by these 
shoeing-horns, 

Massinger has given a curious list of “ a service of shoeing- 
horns,^^ 

— ' '■ I uslier 

Sucli an unexpected dainty bit for breakfast 
As never yet I cook’d ; ’tis not Botargo, 

Fried frogs, potatoes marrow’ d, cavear, 

Carps’ tongues, the pith of an English chine of beef, 

Not our Italian delicate, oiVd mushrooniSf 
And yet a dratver-on too;* and if you show not 


ing'bnuts, nor to drink to 2 ^Gffs. The words are — Ut Prehbijteri 71011 
€a7U' ad potationeSf nec ad Pinnas bibant.” (Wilkins, vol. i. p. 3SS.) 
This shows the antiquity of this invention, which at least was as old as 
the Conquest. 

* And yet a drawer-07i too ; i. e. an incitement to appetite : the phrase 
is yet in use. This drawer-on was also technically termed a pulle7*~on and 
a sKoeingdi07'7i in drink. 

On “the Italian delicate oil’d mushi‘ooms,” still a favourite dish with 
the Italians, *I have to communicate some curious knowledge. In an origi- 
nal manuscript letter dated Hereford, 15th November 1659, the name of 
the writer wanting, but evidently the composition of a physician who had 
travelled, I find that the dressing of mushiiooms was' then a novelty. The 
learned writer laments his error that he “ disdained to learn the cookery 
that occun'cd in my travels, hy a sullen principle of mistaken devotion, 
and thus declined the great helps I had to enlarge and improve human 
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An appetite, and a strong one, I’ll not say 
To eat it, hut devour it, without grace too, 

(For it will not stay a lu-eface) I am shamed, 

And all my past provocatives will be jeer’d at. 

Massingeh, The GiiarcUa^if A. ii. S. 3. 

To hnoclc tJie glass on the tlnml), ’was to show they had 
j^erformed their duty. Barnahy Hi eh describes this custom : 
after having drank, the president “ turned the bottom of the 
cup upwai'd, and in ostentation of his dexterity, gave it a 
fillip, to make it cry ting.^^ 

They had among these “ domineering inventions ’’ some 
which we may imagine never took place, till they were told by 
“ the hollow cask ” 

How the waning night grew old. 

Such were fiap-dragons^ which were small combustible 
bodies fired at one end and floated in a glass of liquor, which 
an experienced toper swallowed unharmed, while yet blazing. 
Such is Dr. J ohnson’s accurate description, who seems to have 
witnessed what he so well describes.* When Falstaff says of 
Poins’s acts of dexterity to ingratiate himself with the prince, 
that he drinks off candle-ends for flap-dragons,” it seems 
that this was likewise one of these “frolics,” for Nash nptioes 
that the liquor was “ to he stinted about with a candle* 
make it taste better, and not to hold your peace while the pot - 
is stirring,” no doubt to mark the intrepidity of the miser?, 
able “'skinker.” The most illustrious feat of all is one, how- " 
ever, described by Bishop Hall. If the drinl^er “ could put 
his finger into the flame of the candle without playing hit-I- 
miss-1 1 lie is held a sober man, however otherwise drunk he 

die-fc.” This was an age of medicine, when it was imagined that the health 
of mankind essentially depended on diet; and Molfet had written his 
curious book on this iirinciple. Our writer, in noticing the passion of the 
Homans for mushrooms, which was called ‘‘an Imperial dish,” says, “he 
had eaten it often at Sir Henry Wotton’s table (our resident ambassador at 
Venice), always dressed by the inspection of his Dutch- Venetian Johanna, 
or of JSfic. Oudart, and truly it did deserve the old applause as I found it 
at his table ; it was far beyond onr English food. Neither did any _of us 
find it of hard digestion, for we did not eat like Adamites, but as modest 
men would eat of musk-melons. If it were now lawful to bold any kind 
of intelligence with Nic. Oudart, I would only ask him Sir 
art of dressing mushroom, and I hope that is not high treason .” — Bloane 
. M&S. 4292 . 

^ See Mr. Douce’s curious “Illustrations of Shakspeare,” vol. i* 4^7 ; 
a gentleman more intimately conversant with our ancient and domestic 
manners than, perhaps, any single individual in the country. 
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might he.” This was considered as a trial of victory among 
these “ canary-birds,” or bibbers of canary wine.'-*' 

We have a very common expression to describe a man in a 
state of ebriety, that he is as drunk as a beast,” or that ‘‘ he 
is beastly drunk.” This is a libel on the brutes, for the vice 
of ebriety is perfectly human. I think the phrase is peculiar 
to ourselves : and I imagine I have discovered its origin. 
When ebriety became first prevalent in our nation, during the 
reign of Elizabeth, it was a favourite notion among the writers 
of the time, and on which they have exhausted their fancy, 
that a man in the different stages of ehriety showed the most 
vicious quality of different animals ; or that a company of 
drunkards exhibited a collection of brutes, with their different 
chai’acteristies. 

“ All dronkardes are beasts,” says George Gascoigne, in a 
curious treatise on them,t and he proceeds in illustrating his 
proposition ; but the satirist Nash has classified eight kinds- 
of “ drunkards a fanciful sketch from the hand of a master 
ill humour, and which could only have been composed by a 
dose spectator of their manners and habits. 

. ' “ The first is ape-drunh, and he leaps and sings and hollows 

anddaneeth for the heavens; the second is lyon-drunh, and 
. 'ke flings the pots about the house, calls the hostess w — e, 
'breaks the glass-windows with his dagger, and is apt to 
quarrel with any man that s]3eaks to him ; the third is swine* 
driinJc, heavy, lumpish, and sleepy, and cries for a little more 
drink and a few more clothes ; the fourth is sheep^dmnhy 
wise in his own conceit when he cannot bring forth a right 
word ; the fifth is maudlen-drurik^ when a fellow will weep for 
kindness in the midst of his drink, and kiss you, saying, ‘ By 
God ! captain, I love thee ; go thy ways, thou dost not think 
so often of me as I do of thee ; I would (if it pleased God) t 
could not love thee so well as I do,’ and then he puts hia 
finger in his eye and cries. The sixth is martin-dr when 
a man is drunk, and drinks himself sober ere he stir ; the 
seventh is goat-driinlc, when in his drunkenness he hath no 
mind hut on lechery. The eighth is fox-drmxk^ when he is 
crafty-drunk, as many of the Dutchmen he, which will never 

Tills term is used in Bancroft’s Two Books of Epigrams and Eiii- 
taplis,'’ 1639. I take it to have been .an accepted one of that day. 

“A delicate Diet for daintie mouthed Dronkardes, vdierin tlie fowle 
Abuse of common carowaing and quaffing with hartie Draughtes is honestlie 
admonished.” By Greorge G-ascoigne, Esquier. 1576. 
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bargain but wlien tliey are drunk. All these species,, and 
more, I have seen practised in one eompany at one siftinr/ ; when 
I have been permitted to remain sober amongst tlieni only to 
note their several humours.” These bea.st-drunkards arc 
characterised in a Irontispiece to a curious tract on Drunken- 
ness where the men arc represented with the heads of apes, 
swine, &c. See. , ' * ^ 

A new ora in this history of our drinking*-]iartics oceiuTod 
about the time of the Destoration, wlien jjolitics heated their 
Yv’ine, and drunkenness and lojnilty became more closely con- 
nected. As the puritanic coldness wore off, the ])eople were 
perpetually, in 1G5D, warmed in drinking the king's heallli on 
their knees ; and, among various kinds of “ ranting cavalier- 
ism,” the cavaliers during Cromweirs usur^artioii usually put 
a crumb ^f bread into tlieir glass, and before they drank it off, 
with cautious ambiguity exclaimed, God send this enm} 
well dowm 1” which by the way preserves the orthoepy of that ^ 
extraordinary man’s name, and may be added to the ins-lances.'. 
adduced in our present volume On the orthography of 
proper names.” Wo have a curious account of a drimhen , 
bout by some royalists, told by Whitelocke in his Memorials. 
It bore some resemblance to the drinking-party of Catiline ' 
they mingled their own blood with their wine.* After the 
Bestoration, Burnet complains of the excess of convivial Ibjj-'' 
alty. “Drinking the king’s health was set up by too many 
as a distinguishing mark of loyalty, and drew many into great 
excess after his majesty’s restoration.” f 


LITERAKY ANECDOTES. 

A WEiTEii of penetration sees connexions in literary anecdotes 
which are not immediately perceived by others : in his hands 
anecdotes, even should they be familiar to us, are susceptible 

* I shall preserve the story in the words of Whitelocke ; it was some- 
thing ludicrous, as well as terrific. 

“ From Berkshire (in May, 1650) that five drunkards agreed to drink 
the king’s health in their blood, and that each of them should cut off a 
piece of his buttock, and fry it upon the gridiron, which was done by four 
of them, of whom one did bleed so exceedingly, that they w’ere fain to send 
for a chirtirgeon, and so were discovered. The wife of one of them hearing 
that her husband was amongst them, came to the x'oom, and taking up a 
pair of tongs laid about her, and so saved the cutting of her husband’s 
fiesh.” — W/titelocJce^s Menwrials, p. 453, second edition* 
f Burnet’s Life of Sir Matthew Hale. 
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of deductions and inferences, which become novel and impor- 
tant truths. Facts of themselves are barren; it is when 
these facts pass through reflections, and become interwoven 
with our feelings, or our reasonings, that they are the finest 
illustrations ; that they assume the dignity of “ philosophy 
teaching by example;” that, in the moral world, they are 
what' the wise system of Bacon inculcated in the natural 
knowledge deduced from experiments ; the study of nature in 
her operations. “ When examples are pointed out to us,” 
says Lord Bolingbroke, ‘‘ there is a kind of appeal, with vvhicli 
we are flattered, made to our senses, as well as to our under- 
standings. The instruction comes then from our authority ; 
we yield to fact, when we resist speculation.” 

For this reason, writers and artists should, among their 
recreations, be forming a constant acquaintance with the his- 
' tory of their departed kindred. In literary biography a man 
of genius always finds something which relates to himself. 
The studies of artists have a great uniformity, and their habits 
of -life are monotonous. They have all the same difficulties to- 
'encounter, although they do not all meet with the same 
glory. How many secrets may the man of genius learn from 
literary anecdotes ! im])ortant secrets, which his friends will 
not conve}'’ to hun. He traces the eftects of similar studies ; 
waniod sometimes by failures, and often animated by watching 
the Incipient and shadowy attempts which closed in a great 
work. From one he learns in what manner ho planned and 
corrected; from another lie may overcome those obstacles 
which, perhaps, at that very moment make him rise in despair 
from his own unfinished labour. What perhaps he had in 
vain desired to know for half his life is revealed to him by a 
literary anecdote ; and thus the amusements of indolent hours 
may impart the vigour of study ; as we find sometimes in 
the fruit we have taken for pleasure the medicine which restores 
our health. How superficial is that cry of some impertinent 
pretended geniuses of these times who affect to exclaim,. 
“ Give me no anecdotes of an author, but give me his works!” 
I have often found the anecdotes more interesting than the 
works. 

Dr. Johnson devoted one of his periodical papers to a defence 
of anecdotes, and expresses himself thus on certain collectors 
of anecdotes : They are not always so hapjiy as to select the 
most important. I know not well what advantage posterity 
can receive from the only circumstance by which Tickell has 
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clifiting’uislied Addison from the rest of iTianhincl, — 
lurlUj of liis pulse ; nor can 1 think m 3 >elf cverjfuid ibr the 
time spent in reading the life of Ilallierhc, b\^ being enabled 
to relate, after tlie learned biographer, that hlalherbo had two 
predominant opinions; one, that the looseness of a single 
woman might destroy all her boast of anciemt descent ; the 
other, that French beggars made use, very improperly and 
barbarously'-, of tlio phrase nolle gentlemen, because either 
word included the sense of both.” 

These just observations may, perhaps, be fui'ther illustrated 
hj the following notices. Dr. J. Warton has informed the 
world that mang of our poets have hcen, handsome. This, cer- 
tainly, neither concerns the world, nor the class of poets. It 
is trifling to tell us that Dr. Johnson was accustomed “ to 
cut his nails to the cpiiclcP lam not much gratified by- 
being informed, that Menage wore a greater numler of stocks 
ings than any other person, excepting one, whose name I- 
have really forgotten. The biographer of Cujas, a celebrated 
lawyer, says that two things were remaT'kable of this scholar* 
first, that he studied on the floor, lying prostrate on a; 
carpet, with his books about him; and, secondly, that his 
perspiration exhaled an agreeable smell, which ho used to in- 
form his friends he had in common witb Alexander the Great I 
This admirable biographer should have told us whether he 
frequently turned from his very uneasy attitude. Somebody 
informs us, that Guy Patin resembled Cicero, whose statue 
is preserved at Pome ; on which he enters into a comparison 
of Patin with Cicero ; hut a man may resemble a statue of' 
Cicero, and yet not be Cicero. Baillet loads liis life of Des- 
cartes with a thousand minutise, which less disgrace the phi- 
losopher than the biographer. Was it worth informing the 
public, that Descartes was very particular about his wigs; 
that he had them manufactured at Paris ; and that he alvvay^s 
kept four ? That he wore green taffety in France : but that 
in Holland he quitted taflfety for cloth ; and that he was fond 
of omelets of eggs ? 

It is an odd observation of Clarendon in his own life, that 
<‘Mr. Chillingworth was of a statui’e little superior to Mr. 
Hales ; and it loas an age in which there were many great and 
wonderful men q/*THAT size.” Lord Falkland, formerly Sir 
Lucius Carey, was of a low stature, and smaller than most 
men ; and of Sidney Godolphin, “ There was never so great a 
mind and spirit contained in so little room ; so that Lord 
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Falkland used to say merrily, that he thought it was a great 
ingredient in his friendship for Mr. Godolphin, that he was 
pleased to he found in his company where he was the properer 
man.” This irrelevant observation of Lord Clarendon is an 
instance where a great mind will sometimes draw inferences 
from accidental coincidences, and establish them into a general 
principle ; as if the small size of the men had even the re- 
motest connexion with them genius and their virtues. Per- 
haps, too, there was in this a tincture of the superstitions of 
the times : whatever it was, the fact ought not to have de- 
graded the truth and dignity of historical narrative. We 
have writers who cannot discover the particulars which cha- 
racterise THE Man — their souls, like damp gunpowder, cannot 
ignite with the spai'k when it falls on them. 

Yet of anecdotes which appear trifling, something may be 
alleged in them defence. It is certainly safer for some writers 
to give us all they know, than to try their discernment for 
rejection. Let us sometimes recollect, that the page over 
which we toil will probably furnish materials for authors of 
happier talents. I would rather have a Birch, or a Hawkins, 
appear heavy, cold, and prolix, than that anything material 
which concerns a Tillotson, or a Johnson, should be lost. It 
must also be confessed, that an anecdote, or a circumstance, 
wjneh may appear inconsequential to a reader, may beai* some 
remote or latent connexion : a biographer who has long con- 
templated the character he records, sees many connexions 
which escape an ordinary reader. Kippis, in closing the life 
of the diligent Hr. Birch, has, from his own experience, no 
doubt, formed an apology for that minute research, which 
some have thought this writer carried to excess. “ It may 
be alleged in our author’s favour, that a man who has a deep 
and extensive acquaintance with a subject, often sees a con- 
nexion and importance in some smaller cmcumstances, which 
may not immediately be discerned by others ; and, on that 
account, may have reasons for inserting them, that will 
escape the notice of superficial minds.” 


CONDEMNED POETS. 

I PLATTEE myself that those readers who have taken any 
interest in my volume have not conceived me to have been 
deficient in the elevated feeling which, from early life, I have 
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preserved for the great literary character : if time weaken our 
enthusiasm, it is the coldness of age which creeps on us, hut 
the principle is unalterable which inspired the S3’mpathy. 
Who will not venerate those master-spirits “whose pruLisiiEn 
XABOXJUS advance the good of mankind,” and those Books 
which are “ the precious life-blood of a master-spirit, imbalmed 
and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life ?” But it 
has happened that I have more than once incurred the cen- 
sure of the inconsiderate and the tasteless, i'or attempting to 
separate those writers \vho exist in a state of perpetual illu- 
sion; who live on querulously, which is au evil for themselves, 
and to no purpose of life, which is an evil to others, I have 
been blamed for exemplifying “the illusions of writers in 
verse,”* by the remarkable case of Percival Stockdale,t who, 
after a condemned silence of nearly half a century, like a viva- 
cious spectre throwing aside his shroud in gaiet}^, came for- 
ward, a venerable man in his eightieth year, to assure us of 
the immortality of one of the worst poets of his age ; and for 
this wrote his own memoirs, which onl}'’ proved, that when 
authors are troubled with a literary hallucination, and possess 
the unhappy talent of reasoning in their madness, a little 
raillery, if it cannot cure, may serve at least as a salutaiy 
regimen. 

I shall illustrate the case of condemned authors who will 
still be pleading after their trials, by a foreign drdmatic 
writer. Among those incorrigible murmurers at public jus- 
tice, not the least extraordinarv was a M. Peyraud do Bcaussol, 
who, in 1775, had a tragedy, Zes Arsacides, in six acts, 
printed, “ not as it was acted,” as Fielding says on the title- 
page of one of his comedies, but “ as it was damned !” 

In a preface, this Sir Fretful ^ more inimitable than 
that original, with ail the gravity of an historical narrative, 
details the public conspiracy; and with all the pathetic 
touches of a shipwrecked mariner, the agonies of his literary 
egotism. 

He declares that it is absurd to condemn a piece which 
they can only know by the title, for heard it had never 
been ! And yet he observes, with infinite naivete^ “ My 
piece is as generally condemned as if the w'orld had it all by 
heart.” 

One of the great objections against this tragedy was its 

* Calamities of Authors, vol, ii. ij. 313. 

t It first appeared in a review of his “ Memoirs.” 
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monstrous plan of six acts ; this innovation did not lean to- 
wards improvement in the minds of those who had endured 
the long suferings of tragedies of the accepted size. But the 
author offers some solemn reasons to induce us to believe 
that six acts were so far from being too many, that the piece 
had been more perfect with a seventh I M. de Beaussol had, 
perhaps, been happy to have known, that other dramatists 
have considered that the usual restrictions are detrimental to 
a grand genius. Nat.. Lee, when in Bedlam, wrote a play in 
twenty-five acts. 

Our philosophical dramatist, from the constituent princi- 
ples of the human mind, and the physical powers of man, 
and the French nation more particularly, deduces the origin 
of the sublime, and the faculty of attention. The plan of his 
tragedy is agreeable to these principles : Monarehs, Queens, 
and Rivals, and ever^'- class of men ; it is therefore grand 1 
and the acts can be listened to, and therefore it is not too 
long ! It was the high opinion that ho had formed of human 
nature and the French people, which at once terrified and ex- 
cited him to finish a tragedy, which, he modestly adds, “ may 
not have the merit of any single one ; but which one day 
will be discovered to include the labour bestowed on 
fifty !” 

No great work was ever produced without a grand plan. 

Some critics,” says our author, “ have ventured to assert 
that my six acts may easily be reduced to the usual five, 
without injuiy to the conduct of the fable.” To reply to this 
required a complete analysis of the tragedy, which, having 
been found more voluminous than the tragedy itself, he con- 
siderately “ published separately.” It would be curious to 
ascertain whether a single copy of the analysis of a con- 
demned tragedy was ever sold. And yet this critical analysis 
was such an admirable and demonstrative criticism, that the 
author assures us that it proved the absolute impossibility, 

and the most absolute too,” that his piece could not suffer 
the slightest curtailment. It demonstrated more — that 
the gradation and the development of interest required ne- 
cessarily seven acts ! but, from dread of carrying this innova- 
tion too far, the author omitted one act, which passed behind 
the scenes 1 but which ought to have come in between the 

* The vv-ords are, “Une derriere la scene.” I am not sure of the 
meaning, but an Act hehind the scenes would be perfectly in character 
w itli this dramatic bard, 

YOL. II. 
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fifth and sixth ! Another point is proved, that the attention 
of an audience, the physical powers of man, can he kept up 
with interest much longer than has been calculated ; that his 
piece only takes up two hours and three quarters, or three 
hours at most, if some of the most impassioned parts were 
hut declaimed rapidly.^ 

'Now we come to the history of all the disasters which 
happened at the acting of this tragedy. “ How can people 
complain that m}^ piece is tedious, when, after tlie first act, 
they would never listen ten minutes to it ? Why did they 
attend to the first scenes, and even applaud one f Let me 
not be told, because these were sublime, and commanded the 
respect of the cabal raised against it; because there are 
other scenes far more sublime in the piece, which they per- 
petually interrupted. Will it be believed, that they pitched 
upon the scene of the sacrifice of Volgesie, as one of the most 
tedious ? — the scene of Volgesie, 'which is the finest in my 
piece ; not a verse, not a word in it, can he omitted ! t Every- 
thing tends towwds the catastrophe; and it reads in the 
closet as well as it would affect us on the stage. I was not, 
however, astonished at this ; what men hear, and do not un- 
derstand, is always tedious ; and it was recited in so shocking 
a tone by the actress, who, not having entirely recovered 
from a fit of illness, was flurried by the tumult of the audience. 
She declaimed in a twanging tone like psalm-singing ; so 
that the audience could not heai', among the fatiguing discord* 
ances (he means their own hissing), nor separate the thoughts 
and words from the full chant which accompanied them. 
They objected perpetually to the use of the word Madame 
between two female rivals, as too comic; one of the pit, 
when an actress said Madame^ cried out ‘ Say Princesse !’ 
This disconcerted the actress. They also objected to the- 
words apropos and mahapropos. Yet, after all, how are 
there too many Madames in the piece, since they do not 

* The exact reasoning of Sir Fretful, in the CritiCy -when Mrs. Dangle 
thought his piece ‘‘rather too long,” while he proves his play was “a 
leiiiaihauly .-Loit play.” — “ The first evening you can spare me three hours 
and a half, I'ii undertake to read you the whole, from beginning to end, 
with the prologue and epilogue, and allcvv time for the niukc between the 
acts. The watch here, you know, is the critic.” 

t Again, Sir Fretful ; when Dangle “ ventures to suggest that the inte- 
rest rafiier falls off in the fifth act “ Discs, I believe you mean, sir.” 
— “No, I don’t, upon my word.”— “ Yes, yes, you do, upon my soul; ii' 
eertainly don’t fall off ; no, no, it don’t fall off,” 
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amount to forty-six in the course of forty-four scenes ? Of 
these, however, I have erased half.” 

This historian of his own wroiig-headedness proceeds, with 
all the simplicity of this narrative, to describe the hubbub. 

Thus it was impossible to connect what they were hear- 
ing with what they had heard. In the short intervals of 
silence, the actors, who, di\ring the tumult, forgot their cha- 
racters, tried with difficulty to recover their conception. The 
conspirators were prepared to a man ; not only in their head, 
but some with written notes had their watchwords, to 
set them party a-going. , They seemed to act with the most 
extraordinary concert ; they seemed to know the exact moment 
when they were to give the word, and drown, in their 
hurly-burly, the voice of the actor, who had a passionate 
part to declaim, and thus break the connexion between the 
speakers. All this produced so complete an effect, that it 
seemed as if the actors themselves had been of the conspiracy, 
so wilful and so active was the execution of the plot. It was 
particularly during the fifth and sixth acts that the cabal was 
most outrageous ; they knew these were the most beautiful, 
and deserved particular attention. Such a humming arose, 
that the actors seemed to have had their heads turned ; some 
lost their voice, some declaimed at random, the prompter in 
vain cried out, nothing was heard, and everything was said ; 
the actor, who could not hear the catch-woi'd, remained dis- 
concerted and silent ; the whole was broken, wrong and right; 
it was all Hebrew. Hor was this all ; the actors behind the 
scene were terrified, and they either came forwards trembling, 
and only watching the signs of their brother actors, or would 
not venture to show themselves. The machinist only, with 
his scene-shifters, who felt so deep an interest in the fate 
of my piece, was tranquil and attentive to his duty, to 
produce a fine effect. After the hurly-burly was over, he 
left the actors mute with their arms crossed. He opened the 
scenery ! and not an actor could enter on it ! The pit, more 
clamorous than ever, would not sufier the denouement ! Such 
was the conduct, and such the intrepidity, of the army em- 
. ployed to besiege the Ay'sacides! Such was the cause of that 
accusation of tediousness made against a drama, which has 
most evidently the contrary defect !” 

Such is the history of a damned dramatist, wnitten by him- 
self, with a truth and simplicity worthy of a happier fate. It 
is admirable to see a man, who was himself so deeply involved 

x2 
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ill the event, preserve the observing calmness which could 
discover the minutest occurrence ; and, allowing for liis par- 
ticular conception of the cause, detailing them with tlie most 
rigid veracity. This author was unquestionably a man of the 
most honourable probity’-, and not destitute of intellectual 
ability; but he must serve as an useful example of that 
wrong-headed nature in some men, ^vhich has produced 
so many “ Abbots of Unreason in society, whom it is 
in vain to convince by a reciprocation of arguments ; who 
assuming false principles, act rightly according to themselves; 
a sort of rational lunacy, which, when it discovers itself in 
politics and religion, and in the more common affairs of life, 
has produced the most unhappy effects ; hut this ffiuaticism, 
when confined to poetry, only amuses us with the ludicrous; 
and, in the persons of Monsieur de Beaussol, and of Percival 
Stockdale, may offer some very fortunate self-recollections in 
that “Calamity of Authors” which I have called “The 
Illusions of Writers in Verse,” 


ACAJOU AND ZIRPHILB. 

As a literary curiosity, and as a supplemental anecdote to the 
article of pRi:rACEs,^* I cannot pass over the suppi*essed pre- 
face to the “ Acajou et Zirphile” of Du Clos, which of itself 
is almost a singular instance of hardy ingenuity, in an ad- 
dress to the public. 

This single volume is one of the most whimsical of fairy 
tales, and an amusing satire originating in an odd circum- 
stance. Count Tessin, the Swedish Ambassador at the Court 
of France, had a number of grotesque designs made by Bou- 
cher, the king’s painter, and engraved by the first artists. 
The last plate had just been finished when the Count \vas 
recalled, and appointed Prime Minister and Governor to the 
Crown Prince, a place he filled with great honour ; and in 
emulation of Fenelon, composed letters on the education of a 
Prince, which have been translated. He left behind him in 
France alHhe plates in the hands of Boucher, who, having 
shown them to Du Clos for their singular invention, re- 
gretted that he had bestowed so much fancy on a fairy tale, 
'which was not to he had ; Du Clos, to relieve his regrets, 

* See ante, vol, i. p. 71. 
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offered to invent a tale to correspond with these grotesque 
subjects. This seemed not a little difficult. In the first 
plate, the author appears in his morning-gown, writing in his 
study, surrounded by apes, rats, butterflies, and smoke. In 
another, a Prince is drest in the French costume of 1740, 
strolling full of thought “in the shady walk of ideas.” In 
a third plate, the Prince is conversing with a fairy who rises 
out of a gooseberry which he has plucked : two dwarfs, dis- 
covered in another goosebeny, give a sharp fillip to the 
Prince, who seems much embarrassed by their tiny mali- 
ciousness. In another walk he eats an apricot, which opens 
with the most beautiful of faces, a Httle melancholy, and 
leaning on one side. In another print, he finds the body of 
his lovely face and the hands, and he adroitly joins them to- 
gether. Such was the set of these incomprehensible and capri- 
cious inventions, which the lighter fancy and ingenuity of Du 
Clos converted into a fairy story, full of pleasantry and satire.^ 
Among the novelties of this small volume, not the least 
remarkable is the dedication of this fairy romance to the 
public, which excited great attention, and charmed and pro- 
voked our author’s fickle patron. Du Clos here openly ridi- 
cules, and dai’es his protector and his judge. This hazardous 
attack was successful, and the author soon acquired the re- 
putation which he afterwards maintained, of being a writer 
who little respected the common prejudices of the world, 
Freron replied by a long criticism, entitled “E6ponse du 
Public h, r Auteur d’Acajou but its severity was not dis- 
covered in its length ; so that the public, who had been so 
keenly ridiculed, and so hardily braved in the light and 
spai'kling page of the haughty Du Clos, preferred the caustic 
truths and the pleasant insult. 

In this “Epistle to the Public,” the author informs us 
that, “ excited by example, and encouraged by the success he 
had often witnessed, he designed to write a piece of non- 
sense. He was only embarrassed by the choice of subject. 
Politics, Morals, and Literature, were equally the same to 
me : but I found, strange to say, all these matters pre-occu- 
pied by persons who seem to have laboured with the same 
view. I found silly things in all kinds, and I saw myself 
under the necessity of adopting the reasonable ones to be- 
come singular ; so that I do not yet despair that we may one 

* The plates of the original edition are in the quarto form ; they have 
been poorly reduced in the common editions in twelves. 
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clay discover tmtli, wlien we shall have exhausted all our 
errors. 

I first proposed to write down all erudition, to show the 
freedom and independence of genius, whose fertility is such 
as not to require borrowing anything from ibreign sources ; 
hut I observed that this had sunk into a mere commonplace, 
trite and trivial, invented by indolence, adopted by ignorance, 
and which adds nothing to genius. 

Mathematics, which has succeeded to erudition, begins to 
be unfashionable ; we know at present indeed that one may 
be as great a dizzard in resolving a problem as in restoring a 
reading. Everything is compatible with genius, but nothing 
can give it. 

For the hel esprit^ so much envied, so much sought after, 
it is almost as ridiculous to pretend to it, as it is diflieult to 
attain. Thus the scholar is contemned, the mathematician 
thes, tlie man of wit and genius is hissed. What is to be 
done 

Having told the whimsical origin of this tale, Du Clos 
continues : “ I do not know, my dear Public, if you will ap- 
prove of my design ; however, it appears to me ridiculous 
enough to deserve your favour ; for, to speak to you like a 
friend, you appear to unite all the stages of human life, only 
to experience all their cross-accidents. You are a child to run 
after trifles ; a youth when driven by your passions ; and, in 
mature age, you conclude jmu are wise, because your follies 
are of a more solemn nature, for you grow old only to dote ; 
to talk at random, to act without design, and to believe you 
judge, because you pi’onounce sentence. 

“ I respect you greatly ; I esteem you but little ; you are 
not worthy of being loved. These are my sentiments re- 
specting you ; if you insist on others from me, in that case, 

“ I am, 

“Your most humble and obedient servant.” 

The caustic pleasantry of this “ Epistle Dedicatory” was 
considered by some mawkish critics so offensive, that when 
the editor of the “Cabinet de Fees,” a vast collection of 
.fairy tales, republished this little playful satire and whimsical 
fancy-piece, he thought proper to cancel the “ Epistle 
concluding that it was entirely wanting in that respect with 
which the public ought to be addressed 1 This editor, of 
course, was a Frenchman : we view him in the lidiculous 
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attitude of making his profound bow, and expressing all this 
“high consideration” lor this same “Public,” while, with 
his opera-hat in his hand, he is sweeping away the most 
poignant and delectable page of Acajou and Zirphile. 


TOM O’ BEDLAMS. 

The history of a race of singular mendicants, Icnown by the 
name of Tom o’ Bedlams, connects itself with that of our 
poetry. ISTot only will they live with our language, since 
Shakspeare has perpetuated their existence, but they them- 
selves appear to have been the occasion of ci'eating a species 
of wild fantastic poetry, peculiar to our nation. 

Bethlehem Hospital formed, in its original institution, a 
conti’aeted and penurious charity;^ its governors soon dis- 
covered that the metropolis furnished them with more luna- 
tics than they had calculated on ; they also required from the 
friends of the patients a weekly stipend, besides clothing. 
It is a melancholy fact to record in the history of human 
nature, that when one of their original regulations prescribed 
that persons who put in patients should provide their 
clothes, it was soon observed that the poor lunatics were fre- 
quently perishing by the omission of this slight duty from 
those former friends; so soon forgotten were they whom 
none found an intex’est to recollect. They were obliged to 
open contributions to provide a wardrobc.f 

In consequence of the limited resources of the Hospital, 
they relieved the establishment b}'' frequently discharging 
patients whose cure might be very equivocal. Harmless 
lunatics thrown thus into the world, often without a single 
friend, wandered about the country, chanting wild ditties, 
and wearing a fantastical dress to attract the notice of the 
charitable, on whose alms they lived. They had a kind of 
costume, which I find described by 'Randle Holme in a 
curious and extraordinary work. J 

The establishment could originally accommodate no more than six 
lunatics. In 1644, the number had only increased to forty-four ; and the 
building had nearly perished for want of funds, when the city raised a 
subscription and repaired it. After the great fire, it was re-established on 
a much larger scale in Moorfields. 

f Stowe’s Survey of London,” Book i. 
t “ The Academy of Armory,” Book ii. c. 3, p. 161. This is a singu- 
lar work, vrhere the writer has contrived to turn the barren subjects of 
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“ Tlie Bedlam has a long staff, and a cow or ox-horn bj 
his side ; his clothing fantastic and ridiculous ; for being a 
madman, he is madly dcclced and dressed all over with rubins 
(ribands), feathers, cuttings of cloth, and what not, to make 
liim seem a madman, or one distracted, wlien he is no other 
than a wandering and dissembling knave.” This writer hero 
points out one of the grievances resulting from licensing even 
harmless lunatics to roam about the country ; for a set of 
pretended madmen, called “Abram men,” a cant term for 
certain sturdy rogues, concealed themselves in tlieir costime, 
covered the country, and pleaded the privileged denomination 
wlieii detected in their depredations.'^^ 

Iieraltiry into an entertaining Encyclopanlia, containing mncli cnriou^> 
knowledge on almost every subject ; but tliis folio more particularly ex- 
hibits the most copious vocabulary of old English terms. It has been said 
that there arc not more than twelve copies extant of this very rare vrork, 
which is probably not true. [It is certainly not correct ; the work is, how- 
ever, rare and valuable.] 

In that curious source of onr domestic history, the “ English Yillanies-” 
of Decker, wc find a lively description of the “Abram cove,” or Abram 
man, the impostor who personated a Tom o’ Dedlam. Ho was terribly 
disguised with his gi-otesqne rags, his staff, his knotted hair, and with the 
more disgusting contrivances to excite pity, still practised among a class 
of onr mendicants, who, in their cant language, are still said “to sham 
Abraham.” This impostor was, therefore, ns suited liis jmrpose and the 
place, capcable of working on the sympathy, by uttering a silly maniidhir/^ 
or demanding of charity, or terrifying the easy fears of women, children, 
and domestics, as he wandered up and down the country ; they refused 
nothing to a being who was as terrific to them as “ llobin O'uod-fellow,” 
or “ Itaw-head and Bloody-bones.” Tims, as Edgar expresses it, “ some- 
times with lunatic bans, sometimes with prayers,” the gestures of this 
impostor were * ‘ a counterfeit puppet - play : they came with a* hollow 
noise, whooping, leaping, gambolling, wildly dancing, with a fierce or 
distracted look.” These sturdy mendicants were called “ Tom of Bedlam’s 
band of mad-caps,” or “Poor Tom’s flock of wild geese.” Decker has 
preserved their “Mannd,” or begging — “Good worship master, bestow 
your reward on a poor man that hath been in Bedlam unthout Bisliopsgate, 
three years, four months, and nine clays, and bestow one piece of small silver 
towards his fees, which he is indebted there, of Bl. ISs. 7icZ.” (or to such 
effect). 

Or, “ JSTow dame, well and wisely, what will you give poor Tom ? One 
pound of your sheep’ s-feathers to make poor Tom a blanket ? or one cutting 
of your sow’s side, no bigger than my arm ; or one piece of your salt ineau 
to make poor Tom a sharing-hom ; or one cross of your small silver, 
towards a pair of shoes ; well and wisely, give poor Tom an old sheet to 
keep him from the cold ; or an old doublet and jerkin of my master’s ; 
well and wisely, God save the king and his council.” Such is a history 
drawn from the very archives of mendicity and imposture and written 
perlmpa as far back as the reign of James the First : but which prevailed 
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Sir Walter Scott first obfigingly suggested to me that 
these roving lunatics were out-cloor pensiojiers of Bedlam, 
sent about to live as well as they could with the pittance 
granted by the hospital. 

The fullest account that I have obtained of these singular 
persons is drawn from a manuscript note transcribed from 
some of Aubrey’s papers, which I have not seen printed. 

“ Till the breaking out of the civil wars, Tom o’ Bedlams 
did travel about the country ; they had been poor distracted 
men, that had been put into Bedlam, where recovering some 
soberness, they were licentiated to go a begging ; e., they 

had on their left arm an armilla, an iron ring for the arm, 
about four inches long, as printed in some works.'^ They 
could not get it oil*; they wore about their necks a great horn 
of an ox in a string or bawdry, which, when they came to a 
house, they did wind, and they put the drink given to them 
into this horn, whereto they put a stopple. Since the wars I 
do not remember to have seen any one of them.” The civil 
wars, probably, cleared the country of all sorts of vagabonds ; 
but among the rojmlists or the parliamentarians, we did not 
know that in their rank and file they had so many Tom 
o’ Bedlams. 

I have now to explain something in the character of Edgar 
in Lear^ on which the eommentators seem to have inge- 
niously blundered, from an imperfect knowledge of the cha- 
racter which Edgar personates. 

Edgar, in wandering about the country, for a safe disguise 
assumes the character of these Tom o’ Bedlams ; he thus 
closes one of his distracted speeches — Poor Tom, Thy horn 

in that of Elizabeth, as Shakspeaie has so finely shown in his Edgar. 
This Mamid^ and these assumed manners and costimcj I should not have 
preserved from their utter penury, hut such was the lude material which 
Shakspeare has worked up into that most fanciful and richest vein of native 
poetry, which pervades the character of the wandering Edgar, tormented 
by ** the foul fiend” when he 

bethought 

To take the basest and most poorest shape 
That ever penury, in contempt of man, 

Brought near to beast. 

And the poet proceeds with a minute picture of ‘‘ Bedlam beggars.” See 
LeaVf Act ii. Sc. 3. 

* Aubrey’s information is perfectly correct ; for those impostors who 
assumed the character of Tom o’ Bedlams for their own nefarious purposes 
used to have a mark burnt in their arms, which they showed as the mark 
of Bedlam. “ The English Villanies” of Becker, c 17. 1648. 
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is dryP^ On this Johnson is content to infonn ns, that 
men that Legged under pretence of lunacy used formerly to 
carry a horn and blow it through the streets.” This is no 
explanation of Edgar’s allusion to the dryness of his horn. 
Stcevens adds a fanciful note, that Edgar alludes to a pro- 
verbial expression, Thy horn is dry^ designed to express that 
a man had said all he could say ; and, furtlior, Stcevens sup- 
poses that Edgar speaks these words aside; as if he liad 
been quite weary of Tom o’ Bedlam's fcvri^ and could not 
keep it up any longer. The reasons of all this conjectural 
criticism are a curious illustration of perverse ingenuity. 
Aubrey’s manuscript note has shown iis that the Bedlam’s 
horn was also a drinhinfi-horn, and Edgar closes his speech in 
the perfection of the assumed character, and not as one who 
had grown weary of it, by making the mendicant lunatic 
desirous of departing from a heath, to march, as he cries, “to 
wakes, and fairs, and market-towns — Poor Tom ! thy horn 
is dry!” as more likely places to solicit alms; and he is 
thinking of his drinJc-inoney, when he cries that “ his horn 
is dry." 

An itinerant lunatic, chanting wild ditties, fancifully attired^ 
gay with the simplicity of childhood, yet often moaning with 
the sorrows of a troubled man, a mixture of character at 
onco grotesque and plaintive, became an interesting object to 
poetical minds. It is probable that the character of Edgar, 
in the Lear of Shakspeare, first introduced the hazardous 
conception into the poetical world. Poems composed in the 
character of a Tom o’ Bedlam appear to have formed a 
fashionable class of poetry among, the wits ; the}'' seem to 
have held together their poetical contests, and some of these 
writers hecame celebrated for their successful efforts, for old 
Izaak Walton mentions a “Mr. William Basse, as one who 
has made the choice songs of The Hunter in his careez',’ 
and of '^Toin o’ Bedlam,’ and many others of note.” Bishop 
Perc}’^, 'in his “Keliques of Ancient English Poetry,” has 
preserved six of what he calls “ Mad Songs,” exjDressing his 
surprise that the English should have “ more songs and 
ballads on the subject of madness than any of their neigh- 
bours,” for such are not found in the collection of songs of 
the French, Italian, <&c., and nearly insinuates, for their cause, 
that we are perhaps more liable to the calamity of madness 
than other nations. This superfluous criticism had been 
spared had that , elegant collector been awai’e of the cirenm- 
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stance which had produced this class of poems, and recol- 
lected the more ancient original in the Edgar of Shakspcare. 
Some of the “Mad Songs” which the bishop has preserved 
are of too modern a date to suit the title of his work ; being 
written by Tom D’Urfey, for his comedies of Don Quixote. 
I shall preserve one of more ancient date, fraught with all the 
wild spirit of this peculiar character.* 

This poem must not be read without a continued reference 
to the personated character. Delirious and fantastic, strokes 
of subhme imagination are mixed with familiar comic humour, 
and even degraded by the cant language ; for the gipsy habits 
of life of these “ Tom o’ Bedlams” had confounded them with 
“the progging Abram men.”t These luckless beings are 
described by Decker as sometimes exceeding merry, and could 
do nothing but sing songs fashioned out of their own brains ; 
now they danced, now they would do nothing but laugh and 
weep, or were dogged and sullen both in look and speech. 
All they did, all they sung, was alike unconnected ; indicative 
of the desultory and rambling wits of the chanter. 

A TOM'A-BEDLAM SONG. 

From the hag and hungry goblin 
That into rags would rend ye, 

All the spirits that stand 
By the naked man, 

In the hook of moons defend ye ! 

That of your five sound senses 
You never be forsaken ; 

Nor travel from 
Yourselves with Tom 
Abroad, to beg your bacon. 

cnoBUS. 

Nor never sing any food and feeding, 

Money, drink, or clothing ; 

Come dame or maid, 

Be not afraid. 

For Tom will injure nothing. 


* I discovered the present in a very scarce collection, entitled “ Wit and 
Drollery,” 1661 ; an edition, hov/ever, which is not the earliest of this once 
fashionable miscellany. 

f Harman, in his curious Caveat, a warning for Common Cursitors, 
vulgarly called Vagabones,” 1566, describes the “Abraham Man” as a 
pretended lunatic, who wandered the country over, soliciting food or charity 
at farm-houses, or frightening and bullpng the peasantry for the same. 
They described themselves as cruelly treated in Bedlam, and nearly in the 
words of Shakspeare’s Edgar. 
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Of tliirtj'- bare years have I 
Tv. ice twenty been enraged ; 

And f»f forty been 
Three times tifteen 
In dn ranee soundly cnacd. 

In the lovely lofts uf Beiliani, 

In .stubble soft and dainty, 

Ihave bracelets .stron{^% 

Sveet whips ding, dung. 

And a wholesome hunger plenty. 

■With a thought I took for Maudlin, 

And a cruse of cockle pottage, 

And a thing thus — tall, 
iSky bless you all, 

I fell into this dotage. 

I slept not till the Conquest; 

Till then I never waked; 

Till the roguish hoy 
Of love where I lay, 
hie found, and stript me naked. 

T^hen short I have shorn my sow’s face, 

And swigg’d my horned barrel ; 

In an oaken inn 
Do I pawn my skiu, 

As a suit of gilt apparel. 

The morn’s my constant mistress, 

And the lovely owl my moirow ; 

The flaming drake. 

And the night-crow, make 
Me music, to my soirow. 

The palsie plague these pounce.s, 

When I prig your pigs or 2)u]len ; 

Your culvers take 
Or j Dateless make 
Your chanticleer and sullen ; 

When I w.ini provant with Ilmi’^Urcy I sup, 
And when benighted, 

To repose in Paul’s, 

With waking souls 
I never am afirighted. 

I know more than Apollo ; 

For, oft when he lies sleeping, 

I behold the stars 
At mortal wars, 

And the rounded welkin weeping. 

The moon embraces her shepherd. 

And the Queen of Love her warrior; 

While the first does horn 
The stars of the mom, 

And the next the heavenly farrier. 
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Witk a heart of furious fancies, 

Whereof I am commander : 

With a burnin." sioear, 

And a horse of air, 

To the wilderness I wander ; 

With a knight of ghosts and sliadows, 

I siimmoued am to Tourney : 

Ten leagues beyond 
The wude world’s end ; 

Methinks it is no journey ! 

The last stanza of this Bedlam song* contains the seeds of 
exquisite romance ; a stanza worth many an admired poem. 


INTEODUCTION OF TEA, COFFEE, AND CHOCOLATE. 

It is said that the frozen N'orwegians, on the first sight of 
roses, dared not touch what they conceived were trees bud- 
ding witli fire : and the natives of Virginia, the first time 
they seized on a quantity of gunpowder, which belonged to 
the English colony, sowed it for grain, expecting to reap a 
plentiful crop of combustion by the next harvest, to blow 
away the whole colony. 

In our own recollection, strange imaginations impeded the 
first period of vaccination ; when some families, terrified by 
the warning of a physician, conceived their race would end in 
a species of Minotaurs — 

Semibovemque virum, semivirumque bovem. 

, We smile at the simplicity of the men of nature, for their 
mistaken notions at the first introduction among them of 
exotic novelties ; and yet, even in civilised Europe, how long 
a time those whose profession or whose reputation regulates 
public opinion are influenced by vulgar prejudices, often dis- 
guised under the imposing form of science ! and when their 
ludicrous absurdities and obstinate prejudices enter into the 
matters of history, it is then we discover that they were only 
imposing on themselves and on others. 

It is hardly credible that on the first introduction of the 
Chinese leaf, which now affords our daily refreshment; or 
the American leaf, whose sedative fumes made it so long an 
universal favourite ; or the Arabian berry, whose aroma exhi- 
larates its European votaries ; that the use of these harmless 
novelties should have spread consternation among the nations 
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of Europe, aiul have been anatboniatised by the terrors and 
the fictions of some of the learned. Yet this seems to have 
ha])peiied. Patin, mho wrote so furious! 3 ^ ayainst the intro- 
duction of antimou 3 % s}>read the same alarm at the use of 
tea, which lie calls '■* rirnpertinente nouveauto du siccleP In 
German}^, Hanncinan considered toa-dcalcrs as immoral mem- 
bers of societ}', l 3 ung in wait for men’s purses and lives ; and 
Er. Eimcan, in his Treatise on Plot Liquors, suspected that the 
virtues attiibutcd to tea were mcrel}’' to encourage the im- 
portation."’ 

Many virulent pamphlets were published against the use 
of this shrub, from various motives. In 1670, a Butch 
writer says it was ridiculed in Plolland under the name of 
hay-water. The progress of this famous plant/’ sa^’s an 
ingenious writer, “ has been something like the progress of 
truth ; suspected at first, though very palatable to those who 
had courage to taste it ; resisted as it encroached ; abused as 
its popularity seemed to spread; and establishing its triumph 
at last, in cheering the whole land from the palace to the 
cottage, only by the slow and resistless efforts of time and 
its own virtuesf’t 

The history of the Tea-shrub, by Dr. Lettsom, usually 
referred to on tins • subject, I consider little more* than a 
plagiarism on Br. Short’s learned and curious dissertation on 
Tea, 1730, 4to. Lettsom has superadded the solemn trifling 
of his moral and medical advice. 

These now common beverages are all of recent origin in 
Europe ; neither the ancients nor those of the middle ages 
tasted of this luxury. The first accounts we find of the use 
of this shrub are the casual notices of travellers, who seem ta 
have tasted it, and sometimes not to have liked it : a Eussian 
ambassador, in 1639, who resided at the court of the Mogul, 
declined accepting a large present of tea for the Czar, “ as it 
would only encumber him with a commodit}’^ for which he 
had no use.” The appearance of a black water” and an 
acrid taste seems not to have recommended it to the German 

* Dr. James, tlie translator of “Pauli’s Treatise on Tea,” 174G, says: 
“ Ar.-'crdinc to the Chinese, tea produces an appetite after hunger and 
th:r?i are f.tis ded ; therefore, the drinking of it is to he ?j,bstained from.” 
He concludes his treatise by saying : “As Hippocrates sp«ared no pains to 
remove and root out the Athenian plague, so have I used the utmost of 
my endeavours to destroy the raging epidemical madness of iinisorting tea 
into Europe from China.” 

t Edinoxirgh Review, 1816, p. 117. 
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Olearius in 1633. Dr. Short has recorded an anecdote of a 
stratagem of the Dutch in their second voyage to China, by 
which they at first obtained their tea without disbursing 
money ; they carried from home great store of dried sage, and 
bartered it with the Chinese for tea, and received three or 
four pounds of tea for one of sage : but at length the Dutch 
could not export sufficient quantities of sage to supply their 
demand. This fact, however, proves how deeply the imagina- 
tion is concerned with our palate ; for the Chinese, affected by 
the exotic novelty, considered our sage to be more precious 
than their tea. 

The first introduction of tea into Europe is not ascertained ; 
according to the common accounts it came into England from 
Holland, in 1666^ when Lord Arlington and Lord Ossory 
brought over a small quantity : the custom of drinking tea 
became fashionable, and a pound weight sold then for sixty 
shillings. This account, however, is by no means satisfactoiy. 
I have heard of Oliver Cromwell’s tea-pot in the possession 
of a collector, and this will derange the chronology of those 
writers who are perpetually copying the researches of others, 
without confirming or correcting them.^ 

Amidst the rival contests of the Dutch and the English 
East India Companies, the honour of introducing its use into- 
Europe may be claimed by both. Dr. Short conjectures that 
tea might have been known in England as far back as the 
reign of James the First, for the first fleet set out in 1600; 
but had the use of the shrub been knov»m, the novelty had 
been chronicled among our dramatic writers, whose works are 
the annals of our prevalent tastes and humours. It is rather 
extraordinary that our East India Company should not have 
discovered the use of this shrub in their early adventures 
yet it certainly was not known in England so late as in 1641, 
for in a scarce “ Treatise of Warm Beer,” where the title 
indicates the author’s design to recommend liot in preference 
to cold drinks, he refers to tea only by quoting the Jesuit 
Maffei’s account, that “ they of China do for the most part 
drink the strained liquor of an herb called QMa hot.” The 
word Clia is the Portuguese term for tea retained to this day, 
which they borrowed from the Japanese ; while our inter- 

* Modern collectors have gone beyond this, and exhibited ‘‘Elizabethan 
tea-pots,'’ which are just as likely to be true. There is no clear proof of 
the use of tea in England before the middle of the seventeenth century. 
This ante-dating of curiosities is the weakness of collectors. 
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course with tho Chinese made us no douht cclopt their term 
TheJi.viow prevalent throughout Europe, with the exception of 
the Portugiiese. The Chinese oi'igin is still ])ivriervccl in the 
term Bohea, tea which comes from the country of VouJii; 
and that of Jlysoii was the name of tho most considerable 
Chinese then concerned in the trade. 

The best account of the early use, and the prices of tea in 
England, appears in the handbill of one who may be called 
our first Tea-malcer. This curious handbill bears no date, 
hut as Hanwav ascertained that the price was sixty shillings 
in IGGO, his hill must have been dispersed about tliat period. 

Thomas Garway, in Exehango-alley, tobacconist and cohee- 
man, was the first who sold and retailed tea, recommending 
it for the cui*e of all disorders. The following .shop-hill is 
more curious than any historical account we have. 

“ Tea in England hath been sold in the leaf for six pounds, 
and sometimes for ten pounds the pound weight, and in re- 
spect of its former scarceness and dearness it has been only 
used as a regalia in high treatments and , entertainments, and 
presents made thereof to princes and grandees till the year 
1G57. The said Garway did purchase a quantity thereof, 
and first publicly sold the said tea in leaf or drinJe^ made ac- 
cording to the directions of the most knowing merchants into 
those Eastern countries. On the kuov.b-vl ;i- of the said Gar- 
way’s continued care and industry in obtaining the best tea, 
and making drink thereof, very many noblemen, phy.sicians, 
merchants, &e., have ever since sent to him for tlie said leaf, 
and daily resort to his house to drink the drink thereof. He 
sells tea from 106 *. to 50s. a pound.” 

Probably, tea was not in general u.se domestically so late 
as in 1GS7 ; for in the diary of Henry, Earl of Clarendon, he 
registers that “ Pore Couplet supped with me, and after sup- 
per wc had tea, which he said was really as good as any he 
had drank in China.” Had his lordship been in the general 
habit of drinking tea, ho had not probably made it a subject 
for his diary. 

While the honour of introducing tea may be disputed be- 
tween the English and the Dutch, that of coffee remains 
' between the English and the French. Yet an Italian in- 
tended to have occupied the place of honour : that admirable 
tmvellor Pietro della Valle, writing from Constantinople, 
1615, to a Roman, his fellow-countryman, informing him that 
he should teach Europe in what manner the Turks took what 
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he calls “ Gahue^'' or as the \Yord is written in an Arabic and 
English pamphlet, printed at Oxford, in 1(559, on “ the na- 
ture of the drink Kaiilii or Coffee.” As this celebrated tra- 
veller lived to 1652, it may excite surprise that the first cup 
of coffee was not drank at Eome ; this remains for the disco- 
very of some member of the '^Arcadian Society.” Our 
own Sandys, at the time that Valle wrote, was also ‘‘ a 
traveller,” and well knew what was “ Co-fa” which they 
drank as hot as they can endure it ; it is as black as soot, 
and tastes not much unlike it ; good they say for digestion 
and mirth.” 

It appears by Le Grand’s “ Vie piivee cles Eran9ois,” that 
the celebrated Thevenot, in 1658, gave coffee after dinner ; 
but it was considered as the whim of a traveller ; neither the 
thing itself, nor its appearance, was inviting : it was probably 
attributed by the gay to the humour of a vain philosophical 
traveller. But ten years afterwards a Turkish ambassador 
at Paris made the beverage highly fashionable. The elegance 
of the equipage recommended it to the eye, and charmed the 
women : the brilliant porcelain cups in which it was poured ; 
the napkins fringed with gold, and the Turkish slaves on 
their knees presenting it to the ladies, seated on the ground ' 
on cushions, turned the heads of the Parisian dames. This 
elegant introduction made the exotic beverage a subject of 
conversation, and in 1672, an Armenian at Paris at the fair- 
time opened a coffee-house. But the custom still prevailed 
to sell beer and wine, and to smoke and mix with indifferent 
company in their first imperfect coffee-houses. A Florentine, 
one Procope, celebrated in his day as the arbiter of taste in 
this department, instructed by the error of the Armenian, 
invented a superior establishment, and introduced ices ; ho 
embellished his apartment, and those who had avoided the 
offensive coffee-houses repaired to Procope’s ; where literary 
men, artists, and wits resorted, to inhale the fresh and fra- 
grant steam. Le Grand says that this establishment holds a 
distinguished place in the literary history of the times. It 
was at the coffee-house of jDu Laurent that Saurin, La Motte, 
Danchet, Boindin, Eousseau, &c., met ; but the mild streams 
of the aromatic berry could not mollif}’- the acerbity of so 
many rivals, and the witty malignity of Eousseau gave birth 
to those famous couplets on all the coffee drinkers, whicli 
occasioned his misfortune and his banishment. 

Such is the history of the first use of coffee and its houses 
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at Pans. We, however, had the use before even the time of 
Thoveiiot ; for an English Turkish merchant brought a Creek 
servant in 1652, who, knowing how to roast and make it, 
opened a house to sell it publicly. I have also discovered his 
hand-bill, in which he sets forth, “The vertue of the coiTce- 
drink, first publiquely made and sold in England, by Pasqua 
Eosec, in St. Michael’s Alley, Cornhill, at the sign of his own 
head.’’ 

For about t\venty years after the introduction of coffee in 
this kingdom, we find a continued series of invectives against 
its adoption, both for medicinal and domestic purposes. The 
use of coffee, indeed, seems to have excited more notice, and 
to Lave had a greater influence on the manners of the people, 
than that of tea. It seems at first to have been more univer- 
sally used, as it still is on the Continent ; and its use is con- 
nected with a resort for the idle and the curious : the history 
of coffee-houses, ere the invention of clubs, 'was that of the 
manners, the morals, and the politics of a people. Even in 
its native country, the government discovered that extraordi- 
nary fact, and the use of the Arabian berry was more than 
once forbidden where it grows ; for Ellis, in his “ History of 
Coflee,” 1774, refers to an Arabian MS., in tlie King of 
France’s library, which shows that coflee-houses in Asia were 
sometimes suppressed. The same fate happened on its intro- 
duction into England. 

. Among a number of poetical satires against the use of 
coffee, I find a curious exhibition, according to the exaggerated 
notions of that day, in “ A Cup of Coflee, or Coflee in its 
Colours,” 1663. The writer, like others of his contemporaries, 

* Aubrey, speaking of this bouse, then in other hands, says that Bow* ' 
man’s Coffee-house in St. Michael’s Alley, established 1652, was the first 
opened in London. ' About four years afterwards, James Farr, a barber, 
opened another in Fleet-street, by the Inner Temple gate. Hatton, in his 
Yie<?^.of London,” 1708, says it is now the Hainbow,” and he 
narrates ‘hp^ Farr “ was presented by the Inquest of St. Bunstan’s-in-the 
West, for making and selling a sort of liquor called coffee, as a gi*eat nuisance 
and prejudice to the neighbourhood.” The words of the presentment are, 
that “in making the same he annoyeth liis neighbours by evill smells,” 
Hatton adds, with naivete, “Who would then have thought London would 
ever have had near 3000 such nuisances, and that coffee would have been 
(as now) so much di*ank by the best of quality and physicians.” It is, 
however, proper to note that coflee-houses had been opened in Oxford at 
an earlier date, Anthony Wood informs us that one Jacob, a Jew, opened 
a cofiee-house in the parish of St. Peter-in-the-East, at Oxford, as early 
as 1650, 
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wonders at the odd taste which could make Ooifee a substi- 
tute for Oanaiy. 

For men and Christians to turn Turks and think 
To excuse the crime, because ’tis in their drink ! 

Pure English apes ! may, for aught I know, 

Would it but mode — learn to eat spideis too."* 

Should any of your grandsircs’ ghosts ai^pear 
In your wax-candle circles, and but hear 
The name of coffee so much called upon, 

Then see it drank like scalding Phlegethon ; 

Would they not startle, think ye, all agreed 
’Twas conjuration both in word and deed ? 

Or Catiline’s conspirators, as they stood 
Sealing their oaths in draughts of blackest blood, 

The merriest ghost of all your sires would say, 

Your wine’s much worse since his last yesterday. 

He’d wonder how the club had given a hop 
O’er tavern-hars into a farrier’s shop, 

Where he’d suppose, both by the smoke and stench, 

Each man a horse, and each horse at his di’ench. — 

Sure you’re no poets, nor their friends, for now, 

Should Jonson’s strenuous spirit, or the rare 
Beaumont and Fletcher’s, in your round appear. 

They would not find the air peiffumed with one 
Oastalian drop, nor dew of Helicon ; 

When they but men would speak as the gods do, 

They drank pure nectar as the gods dinnk too, 

Sublim’d with rich Canary — say, shall then 
These less than coffee’s self, these coffee-men ; 

These sons of nothing, that can hardly make 
Their bioth, for laughing how the jest dues take, 

Yet grin, and give ye for the vine’s pure blood 
A loathsome potion, not yet understood, 

Syrop of soot, or essence of old shoes, 

Dasht with diurnals and the hooks of news? 

Other complaints arose from the mixture of the company 
ill the first coffee-houses. In “ A Broadside against Coffee, 
or the Marriage of the Turk,” 1672, the writer indicates the 
growth of the fashion : — 

Confusion huddles all into one scene, 

Like Noah’s ark, the clean and the unclean; 

For now, alas ! the drench has credit got, 

And he’s no gentleman who drinks it not. 

That such a dwarf should rise to such a stature ! 

Blit, custom is hut a remove from nature. 

This witty poet was not without a degree of prescience ; the luxury of 
eating spiders has nevei indeed become “modish,” but Mons, Lalande, the 
French astronomer, aud one or two humble imitators of the modern 
philo’^opher, have shown this triumph over vulgar prejudices, and were 
epicures of this stamp, 

X 2 



o24i Introduction of Tea^ Coffee^ and Chocolate. 

In “The Women’s Petition against Coffee,” 1G74, they 
complained that “it made men as unfruitful as the deserts 
'vvlience that unhappy herry is said to be brought ; that the 
offspring of our mighty ancestors \\ould dwindle into a succes- 
sion of apes and pigmies ; and on a domestic message, a 
husband would stop by the way to drink a couple of cups of 
coffee.” It was now sold in convenient penny-worths ; 
for in another poem in praise of a coffee-house, for the variety 
of information obtained there, it is called “a penny university.” 

Amidst these contests of popular prejudices, between the 
lovers of forsaken Canary, and the terrors of our Icmales at 
the barrenness of an Arabian desei’t, which lasted for twenty 
years, at length the custom was universally established ; nor 
were there wanting some reflecting minds desirous of intro- 
ducing the use of this liquid among the labouring classes of 
society, to Avean them from strong liquors. Howell, in 
noticing that curious philosophical traveller, Sir Henry 
Blount’s “Organon Salutis,” 1G59, observed that “this 
coffa-drink hath caused a great sobriety among all nations : 
formeily apprentices, clerks, &c., used to take their morning 
draughts in ale, beer, or wine, which often made them unfit 
lor business. Now they play the good-fellows in tins w'akeful 
and civil drink. The worthy gentleman, Sir James Muddiford, 
who introduced the practice hereof first in London, deserves 
much respect of the whole nation.” Hero it appears, what 
is most probable, that the use of this berry was introduced 
by other Turkish merchants, besides Edwards and his servant 
Pasqua. But the custom of drinking coffee among the 
labouring classes does not appear to have lasted ; and when it 
was recently even the cheapest beverage, the popular preju- 
dices prevailed against it, and ran in lav our of tea. The 
contrary practice prevails on the continent, where bcggai’s are 
viewed making their coffee in the street. I I'cmember seeing 
the large.^J)ody of shipwrights at Helvoetsluys summoned by 
a bell, tc.^'Uke their regular refreshment of coffee ; and the 
fleets of Holland were not then built by ai’ms less robust 
than the fleets of Britain. 

The frequenting of coffee-houses is a custom which has 
declined within our recollection, since institutions of a higher 
character, and society itself, have so much improved wuthin 
late years. These were, however, the common assemblies of 
all classes of society. The mercantile man, tS'A* man of 
letters, and. the man of fashion, had their appropriate 
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coffee-houses. The Tatler dates from either to convey a 
character of his subject. In the reign of Charles the Second, 
1675, a proclamation for some time sliut them all up, having 
become the rendezvous of the politicians of that day. Koger 
North has given, in his Examen, a full account of this hold 
stroke : it was not done without some apparent respect to the 
British constitution, the court affecting not to act against 
law, for the judges were summoned to a consultation, when, 
it seems, the five who met did not agree in opinion. But a 
decision was contrived that “ the retailing of coffee and tea 
might be an innocent trade ; but as it was said to nourish 
sedition, spread lies, and scandalise great men, it might also 
be a common nuisance.” A general discontent, in conse- 
quence, as North acknowledges, took place, and emboldened 
the merchants and retailers of coffee and tea to petition ; and 
permission was soon granted to open the houses to a certain 
period, under a severe admonition; that the masters should 
prevent all scandalous papers, books, and libels from being 
read in them ; and hinder every person from spreading scan- 
dalous reports against the government. It must be confessed, 
all this must have frequently puzzled the coffee-house master to 
decide what was scandalous, what book was fit to be licensed 
to be read, and what political intelligence might be allowed to 
be communicated. The object of the government was, proba- 
bl}'-, to intimidate, rather than to persecute, at that moment. 

Chocolate the Spaniards brought from Mexico, where it 
was denominated Cliocolatl ; it was a coarse mixture of 
ground cacao and Indian corn with rocou ; but the Spaniards, 
liking its nourishment, improved it into a richer compound, 
with sugai’, vanilla, and other aromatics. The immoderate use 
of chocolate in the seventeenth century was considered as so 
violent an inflamer of the passions, that Joan. Eran. Eauch 
published a treatise against it, and enforced the necessity of 
'forbidding the monies to drink it ; and adds, that if such an 
interdiction had existed, that scandal with whieff that holy 
order had been bi’ancled might have proved more groundless. 
This Dispiotatio mecUco-dicstetica de aere et esculentis, necnon 
de poiu, Vienna, 1624, is a rara avis among collectors. This 
attack on the monks, as well as on chocolate, is said to be the 
cause of its scarcit}^ ; for we are told that they were so dili- 
gent in suppressing this treatise, that it is supposed not a 
dozen copies exist. AVe had chocolate-houses in London long 
after coffee-houses ; they seemed to have associated some- 
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tiling more elegant and refined in their new term when the 
other had become common.'^^ Eoger North thus inveighs 
against them : “ Tlie use of colfee-hoiises seems ninch im- 
proved by a new invention, called chocolate-houses, ibr the 
benefit of rooks and cullies of quality, where gaming is added 

to all the rest, and the summons of W seldom fails ; as 

if the devil had erected a new university, and those were tho 
colleges of its professors, as well as liis schools of discipline.” 
iloger North, a high Tory, and Attorney-General to James the 
Second, observed, however, thebO rendezvous were often not 
entirely composed of those “factious gentry ho so much 
dreaded for he says “ This wav of passing time might have 
been stopped at first, before iieople liad possessed themselves 
of some convenience from them of meeting for short des- 
patches, and passing evenings ivitli small expenses.” And 
old Aubrey, the small Boswell of his day, attributes liis gene- 
ral acquaintance to “ tlic modern advantage of coftbe-houses 
in this great city, before which men knew not how to be 
acq lainted, hut with their own relations, and societies •” a 
curious statement, which proves the moral connexion with so- 
ciety of ail sedentary recreations whiehinduce the herding spirit. 
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there Tavernier certainly carried it, and offered it for sale, as 
I certainly collect from these words of vol. i. p. 541. — ^ Me 
souvenant de ce qni etoit arrive an Chevalier de Eeville,’ &c. 
He tells us he told the prime minister what was engraved on 
the diamond was the arms of a prince of Europe, hut, says 
he, I would not be more particular, remembering the case of 
Beviile. Eeville’s case was this : he came to seek employ- 
ment under the Sophy, who asked him ^ where he had served?’ 
He said ^ in England under Charles the First, and that he 
was a captain in his guards.’ — ‘Why did you leave his ser- 
vice ?’ ‘ He was murdered by cruel rebels.’ — ‘ And how had 

you the impudence,’ says the Sophy, ‘ to survive him ?’ And 
so disgraced him. How Tavernier was afraid, if he had said 
the arms of England had been on the seal, that they would 
have occasioned the inquiry into the old story. You will ask 
ho^v Tavej’nier got this seal ? I suppose that the prince, in 
his necessities, sold it to Tavernier, who was at Paris when the 
English court was there. What made me recollect Herbert’s 
account on reading this, was the singularity of an impress cut 
on the diamond, which Tavernier represents as a most extra- 
ordinary rarity. Charles the First was a great virtuoso, and 
delighted particularly in sculpture and painting.” 

This is an instance of conjectural evidence, where an his- 
torical fact seems established on no other authority than the 
ingenuity of a student, exercised in his library, on a private 
and secret event, a centuiy after it had occurred. The dia- 
mond seqj of Chaides the First may yet be discovered in the 
treasures of the Persian sovereign. 

Warburton, who had ranged with keen delight through the 
age of Charles the First, the noblest and the most humiliating 
in our own history, and in that of the world, perpetually 
instructive, has justly observed the king’s passion for the fine 
arts. It was indeed such, that had the reign of Charles the 
First proved prosperous, that sovereign about 1640 would 
have anticipated those tastes, and even that enthusiasm, 
which are still almost foreign to the nation. 

The mind of Charles the First was moulded by the Graces. 
His favourite Buckingham was probably a greater favourite 
for those congenial tastes, and the frequent exhibition of those 
splendid masques and entertainments, which combined all the 
pictui'e of ballet dances with the voice of music ; the charms 
of the verse of Jonson, the scenic machinery of Inigo Jones, 
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anrl the varietj of fanciful devices of Gerbier, the duke’s 
architect, the bosom friend of Eubens/^ There was a costly 
inagnificence in the fetes at York House, the residence of 
Euckingham, of which few but curious researchers are aw^ire : 
they eclipsed the splendour of the French Court ; for Bas- 
sompierre, in one of his despatches, declares he had never 
witnessed a similar magnificence. He describes the vaulted 
apartments, the ballets at supper, wdiich were proceeding be- 
tween the services with various representations, theatrical 
changes, and those of the tables, and the music ; the duke’s 
own contrivance, to prevent the inconvenience of pressure, by 
having a turning door made like that of the monasteries, 
which admitted only one person at a time. The following 
extract from a manuscript letter of the time conveys a lively 
account of one of those./e/(?5. 

Last Sunday, at night, the duke’s grace entertained their 
majesties and the French ambassador at York House with 
groat feasting and show, where all things came down in 
clouds ; amongst which, one rare device was a representation 
of the French king, and the two queens, with their chiefest 
attendants, and so to the life, that the queen’s majesty could 
name them. It was four o’clock in the morning before they 
parted, and then the king and queen, together with the 
French ambassador, lodged there. Some estimate this enter- 
tainment at five or six thousand pounds.”t At another time, 
“ the king and queen were entertained at supper at Gerbier 
the duke’s painter’s house, which could not stand him in less 
than a thousand pounds.” Sir Symonds D’Ewes mentions 
banquets at five hundred pounds. The fullest account I have 
found of one of these entertainments, which at once show the 
curiosity of the scenical machinery and the fancy of the poet, 
the richness of the crimson habits of the gentlemen, and the 
white dresses with white heron’s plumes and jewelled head- 
dresses and ropes of pearls of the ladies, was in a manuscript 
letter of the times, with which I supplied the editor of 

Jonson,” who has preserved the narrative in his memoirs of 
that poet. “ Such were the magnificent entertainments,” says 
Mr. Gifford, “ which, though modern refinement may afejct to 
despise them, modern splendour never reached, even in 
thought.” That the expenditure was costly, proves that the 

* Gerbier was in Antwerp at Rubens’ death, and sent over an inventory 
of his pictures and effects for the king’s selection. 

t Sloane MSS. 517G, letter 367. 
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greater encouragement was offered to artists; nor should 
Buckingham be censured, as some will incline to, for this 
lavish expense ; it was not unusual for the great nobility- 
then ; for the literary Duchess of Newcastle mentions that 
an entertainment of this sort, which the Duke gave to Charles 
the First, cost her lord between four and five thousand 
pounds. The ascetic puritan would indeed abhor these scenes; 
but their magnificence was also designed to infuse into the 
national character gentler feelings and more elegant tastes. 
They charmed even the fiercer republican spirits in their 
tender youth : Milton owes his Arcades and his delightful 
Comus to a masque at Ludlow Castle ; and Whitelocke, who, 
was himself an actor and manager, in a splendid royal 
masque of the four Inns of Courts joined together ” to go to 
court about the time that Prynne published his Histriomastix, 
to manifest the difference of their opinions from Mr. 
Prynne’s new learning,’’ — seems, even at a later day, when 
drawing up his “ Memorials of the English Affairs,” and OC" 
cupied by graver concerns, to have dwelt with all the fondness 
of reminiscence on the stately shows and masques of his moro 
innocent age ; and has devoted, in a chronicle, which con- 
tracts many an important event into a single paragraph, six 
folio columns to a minute and very curious description of 
these dreams past, and these vanished pomps.” 

Charles the First, indeed, not only possessed a critical tact, 
but extensive knowledge in the fine arts, and the relics of 
antiquity. In his flight in 1642, the king stopped at the 
abode of the religious family of the Farrars at Gidding, who 
had there raised a singular monastic institution among them- 
selves. One of their favorite amusements had been to form 
an illustrated Bible, the wonder and the talk of the country. In 
turning it over, the king would tell his companion the Pals- 
gi’ave, whose curiosity in prints exceeded his knowledge, the 
various masters, and the character of their inventions. When 
Panzani, a secret agent of the Pope, was sent over to Eng- 
land to promote the Catholic cause, the subtle and elegant 
Catholic Barberini, called the protector of the English at 
Borne, introduced Panzani to the king’s favour, by making 
him appear an agent rather for procuring him fine pictures, 
statues, and curiosities : and the earnest inquiries and orders 
given by Charles the First prove his perfect knowledge of 
the most beautiful existing remains of ancient art. “ The 
statues go on prosperously,” says Cardinal Barberini, in a 
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letter to a Mazarin, nor shall I hesitate to rob Rome of her 
most valuable ornaments, if in exchange we might be so 
happy as to have the Iving of England’s name among those 
princes who submit to the Apostolic See.” Charles the 
First was particular!}' urgent to procure a statue of Adonis in 
the Villa Ludovisia : every effort was made by the queen’s 
confessor, Father Philips, and the vigilant cardinal at llome ; 
but the inexorable Duchess of Piano would not sulfer it to be 
separated from her rich collection of statues and paintings, even 
for the cliance conversion of a whole kingdom of heretics.’’* 

This monarch, who possessed four-and-twenty palaces, all 
of them elegantly and completely furnished,” had formed very 
considerable collections. The value of pictures had doubled 
in Europe, by the emulation between our Charles and Philip 
the Fourth of Spain, who was touched with the same elegant 
passion.” When the rulers of fanaticism began their reign, 

all the king’s furniture was put to sale ; his pictures, dis- 
posed of at very low prices, enriched all the collections in 
Europe ; the cartoons when complete vrere only appraised at 
£300, though the whole collection of the king’s curiosities 
were sold at above £50,000.t Hume adds, the very library 
and medals at St. James’s were intended by the generals to be 
brought to auction, in order to pay the arrears of some regi- 
ments of cavalry ; but Selden, ap])rehensive of this loss, en- 
gaged his friend Whitclocke, then lord-keeper of the Common- 
wealth, to apply for the office of librarian. This contrivance 
saved that valuable collection.” This account is only partly 
correct : the love of books, which formed the passion of the 
two learned scholars whom Hume notices, fortunately inter- 
vened to save the royal collection from the intended 
scattering ; but the pictures and medals were, perhaps, 
objects too slight in the eyes of the book-learned ; they were 
resigned to the singular fate of appraisement. After the 
Eestoration very many books wei’e missing ; but scarcely a 
third part of the medals remained : of the strange manner in 
which these precious remains of ancient art and history were 

* See Gregorio Panzani’s Memoirs of his agency in England. This work 
long lay in manuscript, and was only known to ns in the Catholic Dodd’s 
“ Ghnrcli Histoiy,” by partial exti'acts. It; was at length translated from 
the Italian MS. and published by the Eev. Joseph Beriugtou; a curious 
piece of our own secret history. 

t Hume’s “ History of England,” vii. 342. His authority is the “Pari. 
Hist.” xix. 83. 
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valued and disposed of, tlie following account may not bo 
read without interest. 

In March, 1648, the parliament ordered commissioners to 
be appointed, to inventory the goods and personal estate of 
the late king, queen, and prince, and appraise them for tho use 
of the public. And in April, 1648, an act, adds Whitclocke, 
was committed for inventorying the late king’s goods, 

This very inventory I have examined. It forms a magni- 
ficent folio, of near a thousand pages, of an extraordinary 
dimension, bound in crimson velvet, and richly gilt, written 
in a fair large hand, but with little knowledge of the objects 
which the inventory writer describes. It is entitled “ An 
Inventory of the Goods, Jewels, Plate, &c. belonging to King 
Charles the First, sold by order of the Council of State, from 
the year 1649 to 1652.” So that from the decapitation of 
the king, a year was allowed to draw up the inventory ; and 
the sale proceeded during three years. 

From this manuscript cataloguef to give long extracts 
were useless ; it has afibrded, however, some remarkable ob- 
servations. Every article was appraised, nothing was sold 
under the affixed price, but a slight competition sometimes 
seems to have raised the sum ; and when the Council of 
State could not get the sum appraised, the gold and silver 
were sent to the Mint ; and assuredly many fine works of 
art were valued by the ounce. The names of the purchasers 
appear ; they are usually English, but probably many were 
the agents for foreign courts. The coins or medals were 
thrown, promiscuously into drawers ; one drawer having 
twenty-four medals, was valued at £2 105.; another of 
twenty, at £1 ; another of twenty-fo,ur, at £1 ; and one 
drawer, containing forty-six silver coins with the box, was 
sold for £5. On the whole the medals seem not to have 
been valued at much more than a shilling a-piece. The ap- 
praiser was certainly no antiquary. 

Tlie king’s curiosities in the Tower J ewel-house generally 
fetched above the price fixed ; the toys of ai't could please 
the unlettered minds that had no conception of its works. 

The Temple of Jerusalem, made of ebony and amber, 
fetched £25. 

A fountain of silver, for perfumed waters, artificially made 
to play of itself, sold for £30. 


* 'Whitelocke’s ‘‘Memorials.' 


t Harl. MSS. 489S. 
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A eliess-boaixl, said to be Queen Elizabeth’s; inlaid with 
gold, silver, and pearls, £23. 

A conjuring drum from Lapland, with an almanac cut on 
a piece of wood. 

Several sections in silver of a Turkish galley, a Venetian 
gondola, an Indian canoe, and a first-rate man-of-war. 

A Saxon king’s mace used in war, with a ball full of 
spikes, and the lianclle covered with gold plates, and ena- 
melled, sold for £37 85. 

A gorget of massy gold, chased with the mpmner of a 
battle, weighing thirty-one ounces, at £3 IO5. per ounce, was 
sent to the Mint. 

A Eoman shield of bufi* leather, covered with a plate of 
gold, finely chased with a Gorgon’s head, set round the rim 
with rubies, emeralds, turquoise stones, in number 137, 
£132 125. 

The pictures, taken from Whitehall, Windsor, Wimbledon, 
Greenwich, Hampton-Court, &c., exhibit, in number, an un- 
paralleled collection. By what standard they were valued, it 
would perhaps be difficult to conjecture ; from £50 to £100 
seems to have been the limits of the appraiser’s taste and 
imagination. Some whose price is whimsically low may 
have been thus rated from a political feeling respecting the 
portrait of the person ; there are, however, in this singular 
appraised catalogue two pictures, which were rated at, and 
sold for, the remarkable sums of one and of two thousand 
pounds. The one was a sleeping Venus by Correggio, and 
the other a Madonna by Eapbacl. There was also a picture 
by Julio Itoniano, called “The great piece of the Nativity", ” 
at £500. “ The little Madonna and Christ,” by Eapbaol, at 

£800. The great Venus and Parcle,” by Titian, at £600. 
These seem to have been the only pictures, in this immense 
collection, which reached a picture’s prices. The inventory- 
writer had, probably, been instructed b}^ the public voice of 
their value ; which, however, would, in the present day, be 
considered much under a fourth. Eubens’ Woman taken in 
Adultery,” described as a large picture, sold for £20 ; and liis 

Peace and Plenty, with many figures big as the life,” for 
£100, Titian’s pictures seem generally valued at £100.^ 

Venus dressed by the Graces,” by Guido, reached to £200. 

The Cartoons of Raphael, here called The Acts of the 


One of these pictures, “A Concert-,’' is now in our National Grallery. 
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Apostles,” notwithstanding their subject was so congenial to 
,the popular feelings, and only appraised at £300, could find 
no purchaser 

The following full-lengths of celebrated personages were 
rated at those whimsical prices : 

Queen Elizabeth in her parliament robes, valued £1. 

The Queen-mother in mourning habit, valued £3. 

Buchanan’s picture, valued £3 IO 5 . 

The King, when a youth in coats, valued £2. 

The picture of the Queen when she was with child, sold 
for five shillings. 

King Charles on horseback, by Sir Anthony Vandyke, was 
purchased by Sir Balthazar Gerbier, at the appraised price of 
£200.t 

The greatest sums were produced by the tapestry and 
arras hangings, which were chiefly purchased for the service 
of the Protector. Their amount exceeds £30,000. I note 
a few. 

At Hampton-Court, ten pieces of arras hangings of Abra- 
ham, containing 826 yards at £10 a yard, £8260. 

Ten pieces of Julius Ccesar, 717 ells at £7, £o019.J 

One of the cloth of estates is thus described : 

“One rich cloth of estate of purple velvet, embroidered 
with gold, having the arms of England within a garter, with 
all the furniture suitable thereunto. The state containing 
these stones following : two cameos or agates, twelve chry- 
solites, twelve ballases or garnets, one sapphire seated in 
chases of gold, one long pearl pendant, and many large and 
small pearls, valued at £500 sold for £602 10s. to Mr. 
Oliver, 4 February, 1649.” 

Was plain Mr. Oliver, in 1649, who we see was one of 
the earlier purchasers, shortly after “ the Lord Protector ?” 
All -the “cloth of estate” and “ arras hangings” were after- 
wards purchased for the service of the Protector ; and one 

They were secured by Cromwell, 'vvlio had intended to reproduce the 
designs at the tapestry-factory established in Mortlake, but the troubles of 
the kingdom hindered it. Charles II. very nearly sold them to Prance ; 
Lord Danby intercepted the sale ; when they were packed away in boxes, 
until the time of William III., who built the gallery at Hampton Court 
expressly for their exhibition. 

This picture is now one of the ornaments of Windsor Castle. 

J These would appear to be copies of Andrea Mantegna’s “Triumphs of 
Julius CiBsar,” the cartoons of which are still in the galleries of Hampton 
Court, 
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may venture to conjecture, that ^vhen Mr. Oliver purchased 
tliis ‘Uich ckth of estate,’’ it was not without a latent 
motive of its service to the new owner, ^ 

There is one circumstance remarkable in the feeling of 
Charles the First for the fine arts : it was a passion without 
ostentation or egotism ; for although this monarch was in- 
clined himself to participate in the pleasures of a creating 
artist, the king having handled the pencil and composed a 
poem, yet he never suffered his private dispositions to prevail 
over his more majestic duties. We do not discover in history 
that Charles the First was a painter and a poet. Accident 
and secret history only reveal this softening feature in his 
grave and king-like character. Charles sought no glory 
from, hut only indulged his love for, art and the artists. 
There arc three manuscripts on his art, by Leonardo da 
Vinci, in the Ambrosian library, which bear an inscription 
that a King of England, in 1639, offered one thousand 
guineas of gold for each. Charles, too, suggested to the two 
great painters of his age the subjects he considered worthy 
of their pencils ; and had for his “ closet-companions” those 
native poets for which he was censured in evil times,” and 
even by Milton ! 

In his imprisonment at Carisbrook Castle, the author of 
the Eikon Basiiike” solaced his royal woes by composing 
a poem, entitled in the very style of this memorable volume, 
Majesty in Misery, or an Imploration to the King of 
kings a title probably not his own, but like that volume, it 
■contains stanzas fraught with the most tender and solemn 
feeling ; such a subject, in the hands of such an author, was 
sure to produce poetry, although in the unpractised poet we 
may \vant tiro versifer. A few stanzas v.ill illustrate this 
conception of part of his character : — 

Tke fiercest furies that do daily tread 

Upon my grief, my grey-discrowued head, 

Are those that own my bounty for their bread. 

"With my own powder my majesty they wound ; 

In the king's name, the king himself uncrowned ; 

So doth the dust destroy the diamond. 

After a pathetic description of his queen forced in pil- 

Some may be curious to learn the price of gold and silver about 1650. 
It appears by this manuscript inventory that the silver sold at lid, 
per oa.’and gold at ^3 10s. ; so that the value of these metals has little 
varied during the last century and a half. 
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grimage to seek a tomb/’ and ‘‘ G-reat Britain’s heir forced 
into France,” where, 

Poor chald, lie weeps out his inheritance ! 

Charles continues : 

They promise to erect my royal stem ; 

To make me great, to advance my diadem ; 

If I will first fall down and worship them ! 

But for refusal they devour my thrones, 

Distress my chikhen, and destroy my bones ; 

I fear they’ll force me to make bread of stones. 

And implores, with a martyr’s piety, the Saviour’s forgive- 
ness for those who were more misled than criminal : 

Such as thou know’st do not know what they do.* 

As a poet and a painter, Charles is not popularly known ; but 
this article was due, to preserve the memory of the royal 
votary’s ardour and pure feelings for the love of the Fine 
Arts.t 

* This poem is omitted in the great edition of the king’s works, pub- 
lished after tlie Restoration ; and was given by Burnet from a manuscript 
of his “Memoirs of the Dukes of Hamilton hut it had been previously 
published in Perrenchief’s “ Life of Charles the First.” It has been 
susiiected that this poem is a pious fraud, and put foi*th in the king’s 
name — as likewise was the “Eikon Basiiike.” One ]point I have since 
ascertained is, that Charles did write verses, as rugged as some of these. 
And in respect to the hook, notwithstanding the artifice and the interpola- 
tions of Hauden, I believe that there are some passages which Charles only 
eould have written. 

+ This article was composed without any recollection that a part of the 
subject had been anticipated by Lord Orford. In the “Anecdotes of 
Painting in England,” many curious pai'ticulars are noticed : the story of 
the king’s diamond seal had reached his lordship, and Vertue had a muti- 
lated transcript of the inventory of the king's pictures, &c., discovered in 
Moorfields; for, among others, more than thirty pages at the beginning 
relating to the plate and jew^els >vere missing. The manuscript in the 
Harleian Collection is perfect. Lord Orford has also given an interesting 
anecdote to show the king’s discernment in the knowledge of the hands of 
the painters, which confirms the little anecdote I have related from the 
Farrars, But for a more intimate knovdedge of this monarch’s intercourse 
with artists, I beg to refer to the third volume of my “ Commentaries on 
the Life and Reign of Charles the First,” chapter the si?:th, on “ The 
Private Life of Charles the First. — ^Love of the Arts,” 
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SECRET HISTORY OP CHARLES THE FIRST, AND HIS 
QUEEN HENRIETTA. 

The secret history of CbaiTes the First, and his queen 
Henrietta of France, oj)ens a different scene from, the one 
exhibited in the passionate drama of our history. 

The king is accused of the most spiritless uxoriousnes.s ; and 
the chaste fondness of a husband is placed among his political 
errors. Even Hume conceives that his queen precipitated 
him into hasty and imprudent counsels,” and Bishop Kennet 
had alluded to “the influence of a stately queen over an 
affectionate husband.” The uxoriousness of Charles is re- 
echoed hy all the writers of a certain party. This is an odium 
which the king’s enemies fir^t threw out to make him con- 
temptible ; while his apologists imagined tliat, in perpetuat- 
ing this accusation, they bad discovered, in a weakness which 
has at least something amiable, some palliation for his own 
political misconduct. The factious, too, by this aspersion, 
promoted the alarm they spread in the nation, of the king’s 
inclination to popery ; yet, on the contrary, Charles was then 
making a determined stand, and at length triumphed over a 
Catholic faction, which was ruling his queen*; and this at the 
risk and menace of a war with France. Yet this lirmness 
too has been denied him, even by his apologist Hume : that 
historian, on his preconceived system, imagined that every 
action of Charles originated in the Duke of Buckingham, and 
that the duke pursued his personal quarrel with ivichelieu, 
and taking advantage of these domestic quarrels, had pex’- 
suaded Charles to dismiss the French attendants of the 
queen. 

* Hume, vol. vi. p. 234. Charles seems, however, to have constantly 
consulteil his favourite minister, the Duke of Buckingham, on tlie .suLjeet, 
though his letters express cleai'ly his own determination. In llarleiau 
MSS., G9S3, is a letter written to BiickingLam, dated Hampton Court, 
20tli November, 1()25, he declares, “I thought I w’ould liave cause 
enough in short time to put away the Mousicuis,” from the quarrels they 
would ferment between himself and his wife, or his sulyccts, and begs of 
him to acquaint “the queen-mother (Mary de Mcdicis) vith my intention ; 
for this being an action that may have a show of harshness, I thought it 
was fit to take this v ay, that she to whom I have had many obligations 
may not take it unkindly.” In another long letter, preserved among the 
Rawlinsou MSS. ia the Bodleian Libraiy, he enters minutely into his 
domestic grievances — “ What luikindiiesses and distastes have fiilleu be- 
tween my wife and me” — which he attributes to the “ crafty counsels” of 
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There are, fortunately, two letters from Charles the First 
to Buckingham, preserved in the State-papers of Lord Hard- 
wicke, which set this point at rest : these decisively prove 
that the whole matter originated with the king himself, and 
that Buckingham had tried every effort to persuade him to 
the contrary ; for the king complains that he had been too 
long overcome by his persuasions, but that he was now “ re- 
solved it must be done, and that shortly! 

It is remarkable, that the character of a queen, who is 
imagined to have performed so active a part in our history, 
scarcely ever appears in it ; when abroad, and when she re- 
turned to England, in the midst of a winter storm, bringing 
all the aid she could to her unfortunate consort, those who 
witnessed this appearance of energy imagined that her charac- 
ter was equally powerful in the cabinet. Yet Henrietta, 
after all, was nothing more than a volatile woman ; one who 
had never studied, never I’eflected, and whom nature had 
formed to be charming and haughty, but whose vivacity could 
not retain even a state-secret for an hour, and whose talents 
were quite opposite to those of deep political intrigue. 

Henrietta viewed even the characters of great men with 
all the sensations of a woman. Describing the Earl of Straf- 
ford to a confidential fiiend, and having observed that he was 
a great man, she dwelt with far more interest on his person ; 

Though not handsome,” said she, he was agreeable enough, 
and he had the finest hands of any man in the world.” 
Landing at Burlington-bay in Yorkshire, she lodged on the 
quay ; the parliament’s ainiral barbarously pointed his can- 
non at the house ; and several shots reaching it, her favourite, 
Jermyn, requested her to fly : she safely reached a cavern in 
the fields, but, recollecting that she had left a lap-dog asleep 
in its bed, she flew back, and amidst the cannon-shot returned 
with this other favourite. The queen related this incident 
of the lap-dog to her friend Madame Motteville ; these ladies 
considered it as a complete woman’s victory. It is in these 
memoirs we find, that when Charles went down to the house, 
to seize on the five leading members of the opposition, the 

iier servants. On 7tli August, 1626, he writes a final letter to the duke, 
ordering him to send them all away, “if you can by fair means (but stick 
not long in disputing), otherwise force them away, driving them away like 
so many wild beasts, until ye have shipped them, and so the devil go witn 
them.” 

Lord Hardwicke’s State-papers, 11. 2, 3. 

TOL. II. ^ Z 
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queen could not restrain her lively temper, and impatiently 
babbled tbe plot ; so that one of the ladies in attendance de- 
spatched a hasty note to the parties, who, as the king entered 
the house, had just time to leave it. Some have dated the 
ruin of his cause to the failure of that impolitic step, which 
alarmed every one zealous for that spirit of political freedom 
which had now grown up in the Ooinmons. Incidents like 
these mark the ferainme dispositions of Henrietta. But 
when at sea, in danger of being taken by a parliamentarian^ 
the queen commanded tlic captain not to strike, but to pre- 
pare at the extremity to blow up the ship, resisting the 
shrieks of her females and domestics. We perceive how, on 
every trying occasion, Henrietta never forgot that she was 
the daughter of Henry the Fourth ; that glorious affinity 
was inherited b}^ her with all the sexual pride ; and hence, at 
times, that energy in her actions which was so far above her 
intellectual capacity. 

And, indeed, when the awful events she had witnessed were 
one by one registered in her melancholy mind, the sensibility 
of the woman subdued the natmal haughtiness of her chai’ae- 
ter ; but, true woman ! tbe feeling creature of circumstances, 
at the Bestoration she resumed it, and when the new court 
of Charles the Second would not endure her obsolete haughti- 
ness, the dowager-queen left it in all the full bitterness ol’ her 
spirit. An habitual gloom, and the meagreness of grief, 
during the commonwealth, had changed a countonanco once 
the most lively ; and her eyes, whoso dark and dazzling lustre 
was ever celebrated, then only shone in tears. When she 
told her physician, Sir Theodore Maj^'rue, that she found her 
understanding was failing her, and seemed terrified lest it was 
approaching to madness, the court physician, hardly courfcly 
to Mien majesty, replied, Madam, fear nob that ; for you 
are already mad,*’ Henrietta had lived to contemplate the 
awful changes of her reign, without comprehending tliem. 

Waller, in the profusion of poetical decoration, makes 
Henrietta so beautiful, that her beauty would affect every 
lover “more than his private loves.” She was “the whole 
world’s mistress.” A poiirait in crayons of Henrietta at 
Hampton-court sadly reduces all his poetry, for the miracu- 
lous was only in the fancy of the court-poet. But there may 
^0 some truth in what he says of the 0}'ea of Henrietta : — 

Suck eyes as yours, on Jove kimself, had thrown 
, ^ , As bright and fierce a iightuing as his own. 
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And in another poem there is one characteristic line : — 

Slid] ladiant eyes, 

Siidi lovely motion, and such sharp replies. 

In a MS. letter of the times, the writer describes the queen 
as ‘‘ nimble and quick, black-eyed, brown-haii’ed, and a brave 
lady.”-^ In the MS. journal of Sir Symonds D’Ewes, who 
saw the queen on her llrst arrival in London, cold and puri- 
tanic as was that antiquary, he notices with some warmth 
“the features of her face, which were much enlivened by her 
radiant and sparkling black eye.”t She appears to have 
possessed French vivacity both in her manners and her con- 
versation : in the history of a queen, an accurate conception 
of her person enters for something. 

Her talents were not of that order which could influence 
the revolutions of a people. Her natural dispositions might 
have allowed her to become a politician of the toilet, and she 
might have practised those slighter artifices, which may be 
considered as so many political coquetries. But Machiave- 
lian principles, and involved intrigues, of which she has been 
so freely accused, could never have entered into her character. 
At first she tried all the fertile inventions of a woman to per- 
suade the king that she was his humblest creature, and the 
good people of England that she was quite in love with them, 
How that we know that no female was ever more deeply 
tainted with Catholic bigotry, and that, haughty as she was, 
this princess suffered the most insulting superstitions, in- 
flicted as penances by her priests, for this very marriage with 
a Protestant prince, the following new facts relating to her 
first arrival in England curiously contrast with the mortified 
feelings she must have endured by the violent suppression of 
her real ones. 

We must first bring forward a remarkable and unnoticed 
document in the Embassies of Marshal Bassompierre X It is 
nothing less than a most solemn obligation contracted with 
the Pope and her brother the King of France, to educate her 
children as Catholics, and only to choose Catholics to attend 
them. Had this been known either to Charles or to the 
English nation, Hennetta could never have been permitted 
to ascend the English throne. The fate of both her sons 
shows how faithfully she performed this treasonable contract. 

Sloane MSS. 41TG. + Harl. MSS. 640. 

i Ambassades du Marccbal de Bassompierre, vol. iii. p. 49. 

z 2 
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This piece of secret history rpeiis the concealed cause of those 
deep impressions of tliat faith which both monarchs sucked 
in with their milk ; that triumph of the cradle over the grave 
which most men experience ; Charles the Second died a 
Catholic, James the Second lived as one. 

When Henrietta was on her wa}^ to England, a legate from 
Rome arrested her at Amiens, requiring the princess to 
undergo a penance, which was to last sixteen days, for marry- 
ing Charles without the papal dispensation. The queen 
stopped her journey, and wrote to inform the king of the 
occasion. Charles, who was then waiting for her at Canter- 
bury, replied, that if Henrietta did not instantly proceed, he 
would return alone to London. Henrietta doubtless sighed 
for the Pope and the penance, hut she set off the day she 
received the king’s letter. The king, either by his wisdom 
or his impatience, detected the aim of the Roman pontiff, who, 
had ho been permitted to arrest the progress of a Queen of 
England for sixteen days in the faco of all Europe, would 
thus have obtained a tacit supremacy over a British monarch. 

When the king arrived at Canterbury, although not at the 
moment prepared to receive him, Henrietta flew to meet him, 
and with all her spontaneous grace and native vivacity, 
kneeling at his feet, she kissed his hand, while the king, 
bending over her, wrapped her in his arms, and kissed her 
with many kisses. This royal and youtlfful pair, unusual 
with those of their rank, met with the eagerness of lovers, 
and the first words of Henrietta were those of devotion; 
Sire ! je suis venioeen ce pays de votre majest'e pour 6tre usee 
et commandee de vons,^' It had been rumoured that she was 
of aveiy short stature, but, reaching to the king’s shoulder, 
his eyes were cast down to her feet, seemingly observing 
whether she used art to increase her height. Anticipating 
his thoughts, and playfully showing her feet, she declared, 
that “ she stood upon her own feet, for thus high I am, 
and neither higher nor lower.” After an hour’s conversation 
in privacy, Henrietta took her dinner surrounded by the 
court ; and the king, who had alread}’^ dined, performing the 
office of her carver, cut a pheasant and some venison. By 
the side of the queen stood her ghostly confessor, solemnly 
reminding her that this was the eve of John the Baptist, and 
to be fasted, exhorting her to be cautious that she set no 

* A letter fi:oin Dr, Meddus to Mr. Mead, 17th Jan. 1625. Sloane 
MSS. 4177, 
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scandalous example on her first arrival. But Charles and his 
court were now to be gained over, as well as John the Baptist. 
She affected to eat very heartily of the forbidden meat, which 
gave great comfort, it seems, to several of her new heretical 
subjects then present : but we may conceive the pangs of 
so confirmed a devotee. She carried her dissimulation so far, 
that being asked about this time whether she could abide a 
Huguenot ? she replied, “ Why not ? was not my father one 
Her ready smiles, the graceful wave of her hand, the many 
“good signs of hope,” as a contemporary in a manuscript 
letter expresses it, induced many of the English to believe 
that Henrietta might even become one of themselves ! Sir 
Symonds D’Ewes, as appears by his manuscript diary, was 
struck by “ her deportment to her women, and her looks to 
her servants, which were so sweet and humble How- 
ever, this was in the first days of her arrival, and these 
“sweet and humble looks” were not constant ones; for a 
courier at Whitehall, writing to a friend, observes that “ the 
queen, however little of stature, yet is of a pleasing counte-» 
nance, if she be jdeased, otherwise full of spirit and vigour, 
and seems of moi'e than ordinary resolution and ho adds 
an incident of one of her “ frowns.” The room in which the 
queen was at dinner, being somewhat over-heated with the 
fire and company, “ she drove us all out of the chamber. I 
suppose none but a queen could have cast such a scowl. ”t 
We may already detect tho fair waxen mask melting away 
on the features it covered, even in one short month ! 

By the mandage-contract, Henrietta was to be allowed a 
household establishment, composed of her own people ; and 
this had been contrived to be not less than a small French 
colony, exceeding three hundred persons. It composed, in 
fact, a French faction, and looks like a covert project of Eiehe- 
lieu’s to further his intrigues here, by opening a perpetual 
correspondence with the discontented Catholics of England. 
In the instructions of Bassompierre, one of the alleged ob- 
jects of the marriage is the general good of the Catholic reli- 
gion, by affording some relief to those English who professed 

^ Sir S. B^Ewes’s ‘‘Journal of Lis Life,” Harl. MS. 646. We Lave 
seen our puritanic antiquary describing the person of the queen with some 
warmth; hut “he could not abstain from deep-fetched sighs, to consider 
that she ■wanted the knowledge of true religion,” a circumstance that 
Henrietta would have as zealously regretted for Sir Symonds himself ! 
t A letter to Mr. Mead, July 1, 1626. Sloane MSS. 4177. 
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it. If, however, that great statesman ever entertained this 
political design, the simplicity and pride of the Eoman priests 
here completely overturned it ; for in their blind zeal they 
dared to extend their domestic tyranny over majesty itself. 

The French party had not long resided hero ere the 
mutual jealousies between the two nations broke (".it. All 
the English who were not Catholics wore scon dismissed 
from their attendance on the queen, by lierseif; while Charles 
was compelled, by the popular cry, to forbid any English 
Catholics to serve the queen, or to he present at tlic celebra- 
tion of her mass. The king was even obliged to employ 
pursuivants or king’s messengers, to stand at the door of 
her chapel to seize on any of the Englisli who entered there, 
while on these occasions the French would draw their swords 
to defend these concealed Catholics. “ The on eon and hers” 
became an odious distinction in the nation. Such were the 
indecent scenes exhibited in public ; they w'ere not less re- 
served in private. The following anecdote of saying a grace 
before the king, at his own table, in a most indecorous race 
lain between the catholic priest and the king’s chaplain, is 
given in a manuscript letter of the times. 

“ The king and queen dining together in the presence,^ 
Mr. Hacket (chaplain to the Lord Keeper ’\Villiams)t being 
then to say grace, the confessor would have prevented him, 
but tbatiHacket shoved him away; whereupon the confessor 
went to the queen’s side, and was about to say grace again, 
but that the king pulling the dishes unto him, and the carvers 
falling to their business, hindered. When dinner was dune, the 
confessor thought, standing by the queen, to have been before 
Mr. Hacket, but Mr. Hacket again got the stiu’t. The con- 
fessor, nevertheless, begins his grace as loud as Mr. Hacket, 
with such a confusion, that the king in great passion instantly 
rose from the table, and, taking the queen by the hand, 
retired into the bedchamber.” J It is with difficulty we cou- 

* At Hampton Court there is a curious picture of Charles and Henrietta 
dining in the presence. This regal honour, after its interruption duidng 
the Civil Wars, was revived in 1667 by Chailes the Second, as appears by 
*' Evelyn’s Diary.’’ ‘‘Now did his majesty again dine in the ' 2 )rcmice^ in 
ancient style, with music and ail the court ceremonies.” 

The author of the Life of this Archbishop and Lord Keeper, a 
voluminous folio, but full of curious matters. Ambrose Phillips the poet 
, abridged it. 

t A letter from Mr. Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville, October, 1625. 
SioaaeMBS. 4177. 
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ceive how such a scene of priestly indiscretion should have 
been suffered at the table of an English sovereign. 

Such are the domestic accounts I have gleaned from MS. 
letters of the times ; but particulars of a deeper nature may 
be discovered in the answer of the king’s council to Marshal 
BassompieiTC, preserved in the history of his embassy ; this 
marshal had been hastily despatched as an extraordinary 
ambassador when the French party v/ere dismissed. This 
state-document, rather a remonstrance than a reply, states 
that the French household had formed a little republic within 
themselves, combining with the French resident ambassador, 
and inciting the opposition members in parliament ; a practice 
usual with that intriguing court, even from the days of Eliza- 
beth, as the original letters of the French ambassador of the 
time, which will be found in the third volume, amply show; and 
those of La Boderie in James the First’s time, who raised a 
French party about Prince Henry ; and the correspondence of 
Barillon in Charles the Second’s reign, so fully exposed in his 
entire con'espondence published by Fox. The French domestics 
of the queen were engaged in lower intrigues ; they lent their 
names to hire houses in the suburbs of London, where, under 
their protection, the English Catholics found a secure retreat 
to hold their illegal assemblies, and where the j^outh of both 
sexes were educated and prepared to he sent abroad to 
Catholic seminaries. But the queen’s priests, by those well- 
known means which the Catholic religion sanctions, were 
drawing from the queen the minutest circumstances which 
passed in privacy beWeen her and the king ; indisposed her 
mind towards her royal consort, impressed on her a contempt 
of the English nation, and a disgust of our customs, and par- 
ticularly, as has been usual with the French, made her neglect 
the English languag’e, as if the qu6en of England held no 
common interest with the nation. They had made her resir 
dcnce a place of security for the persons and papers of the 
discontented. Yet all this was hardly more offensive than the 
humiliating state to which they had reduced an English queen 
by their monastic obedience : inflicting the most degrading 
penances. One of the most flagrant is alluded to in our 
history. This was a barefoot pilgrimage to Tyburn, where, 
one morning, under the gallows on which so many J esuits 
had been executed as traitors to Elizabeth and James the 
Fh'st, she knelt and prayed to them as martyrs and saints 
who had shed their blood in defence of the CathoHe 
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cause.'^'' A manuscript letter of the times mentions that “ the 
priests had also made her dabble in the dirt in a foul morning 
from Somerset-house to St. James’s, her Luciferian confessor 
riding along by her in his coaeli ! They have made her to go 
barefoot, to spin, to eat her meat out of dishes, to wait at the 
table of servants, with many other ridiculous and absurd 
penances. And if they dare thus insult (adds the writer) 
over the daughter, sister, and \vife of so great kings, what 
slavery would they not make us, the people, to undergo !”t 

One of the ai'ticles in the contract of marriago was, that 
the queen should have a chapel at St. James’s, to be built and 
consecrated by her Trench bishop ; the pjiests became very 
importunate, declaring that without a chapel mass could not 
he performed with the state it ought before a queen. The 
king’s answer is not that of a man inclined to popeiy. If 
the'queen’s closet, where they now say mass, is not large 
enough, let them have it in the great chamber ; and, if the 
great chamber is not wide enougdi, they might use the gar- 
den ; and, if the garden would not serve their turn, then was 
the park the fittest place.” 

The French priests and the whole party feeling themselves 
slighted, and sometimes worse treated, were breeding per- 
petual quarrels among themselves, grew weary of England, and 
wished themselves away : but many having purchased their 
places with all their fortune, would have hceu ruined by the 
breaking up of the establishment. Basso mpierre alludes to the 
broils and clamours of these French strangers, whicli exposed 
them to the laughter of the English court ; and we cannot 
but smile in observing, in one of the despatches of this great 
mediator between two kings and a queen, addressed to the 
minister, that one of the greatest obstacles which he had 
found in this difficult negotiation arose from the bedchamber 
women ! The French king being desirous of having two 
additional wmmon to attend the English queen Ins sister, the 
ambassador declares, that “ it would be more expedient rather 
to diminish than to increase the number ; for they all live so 
ill together, with such rancorous jealousies and enmities, 
that I have more trouble to make them agree than I shall find 
to accommodate the differences between the two kings. Their 

* There is a very rare print, which has commemorated this circumstance. 

t Hr. Tory to Mr. Mead, July, 1626. Harl. MSS. No. 383. The answer 
of die king’s council to the complaints of Bassompierre is both copious and 
detailed in vo!. iii., p. 160, of the “ Ambassades” o: this maijhnl. 
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continual bickerings, and often their vituperative language, 
occasion the English to entertain the most contemptible 
and ridiculous opinions of our nation. I shall not, there- 
fore, insist on this point, unless it shall please his majesty to 
renew it.’’ 

The French bishop was under the age of thirty, and his 
authority was imagined to have been but irreverently treated 
by two beautiful viragos in that civil war of words which was 
raging ; one of whom, Madame St. George, was in high 
favour, and most intolerabty hated by the English. Yet such 
was English gallantry, that the king presented this lady on 
her dismission with several thousand pounds and jewels. 
There was something inconceivably ludicrous in the notions 
of the English, of a bishop hardly of age, and the gravity of 
whose character was probably tarnished by French gesture 
and vivacity. This French establishment was dail}^ growing 
in expense and number ; a manuscrijpt letter of the times 
states that it cost the king £240 a day, and had increased 
from threescore persons to four hundred and forty, besides 
children ! 

It was one evening that the king suddenly appeared, and, 
summoning the French household, commanded them to take 
their instant departure — the carriages were prepared for 
their removal. In doing this, Charles had to resist the warm- 
est entreaties, and even the vehement anger of the queen, 
who is said in her rage to have broken several panes of the- 
window of the apartment to which the king dragged her, and 
confined her from them,* 

The scene which took place among the French people, at 
the sudden announcement of the king’s determination, was 
remarkably indecorous. They instantly flew to take posses- 
sion of all the queen’s wardrobe and jewels ; they did not leave 
her^ it appears, a change of linen, since it was with difficulty 
she procured one as a favour, according to some manuscript 
letters of the times. One of their extraordinary expedients 
was that of inventing bills, for which they pretended they 
had engaged themselves on account of the queen, to the 
amount of £10,000, which the queen at first owned to, but 
afterwards acknowledged the debts were fictitious ones. 
Among these items was one of £400 for necessaries for her 
majesty ; an apothecary’s bill for drugs of £800 ; and another 

^ A letter from Mr. Pory to Mr. Mead contains a full account of this 
transaction. Harl. MSS. 3S3. 
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of £150 for bishop’s unholy water,” ns tiu} vei’iter 

expresses it. The j^onng French bishop attempted ])y all 
sorts of delays to avoid this igiioininious expulsion ; til) the 
king was forced to send his yeomen of the guards to turn 
them out from Somerset-house, where the juvenile French 
bishop, at once protesting against it, and mounting the steps 
of the coach, took his departure “ iiead and shoulders. It 
appears that to pay the debts and the pensions, besides send- 
ing the French troops free home, cost £50,000. 

In a long procession of nearly forty coaches, after four 
days’ tedious travelling, they reached Dover ; but the spec- 
tacle of these impatient foreigners so reluci3antly quitting 
England, gesticulating their sorrows or their quarrels, ex- 
posed them to the derision, and stirred up the prejudices of 
the common people. As Madame G-eorgo, whoso vivacity is 
always described as extravagantly French, was stepping into 
the boat, one of tlie mob could not resist the satisfaction of 
flinging a stone at her French cap ; an English courtier, who 
was conducting her, instantly quitted his charge, ran the 
fellow through the body, and quietly returned to the boat. 
The man died on the spot ; but no farther notice appears to 
have been taken of the inconsiderate gallantry' of this Eng- 
lish courtier. 

V But Charles did not show his kingly firmness only on this 
occasion: it did not forsake him when the Frcncli Marshal 
Bassompierre was instantly sent over to awe tlie king; 
Charles sternly offered the alternative of war, rather than 
permit a French faction to trouble an English court. Bas- 
sompierre makes a curious observation in a letter to the 
French Bishop of Mendo, he who had been just sent away 
from England ; and which serves as the most positive evi- 
dence of the firm refusal of Charles the First. The French 

* A letter among Tanner’s MS. in the Bodleian Library notv;s — When 
they were turned away from Somerset House the passage was somewhat 
rough and adds, “ I know not what revilings took place betwixt them 
and the king’s guard, hut one of the soldiers told me that for furious speech, 
he would rather have taken common thieves to prison.” A stanza of a popu- 
lar song of the day testifies to the joy of the Commons of England on the 
event : — 

Harke ! PH tell you news from court ; 

;&farke, these things will make you good sport. 

All the Frencli that lately did prance 
There, up and downe in bravery, 

How are all sent back to France, 

King Charles hath smelt some knavery. 
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Biarshal, after stating the total failure of his missiosij ex- 
claims, See, sir, to what we are reduced ! and imagine my 
grief, that the Queen of Great Britain has the pain of view- 
ing my departure without being of any service to her ; but if 
you consider tliat I was sent here to maJee a contract of 
marriage observed, and to maintain the Catholic religion in a 
country from which they formerly banished it to make a con- 
tract of marriage, you will assist in excusing me of this 
faiiiu’e.” The French marshal has also preserved the same 
distinctive feature of the nation, as well as of the monarch, 
who, surely to his honour as King of England, felt and acted 
on this occasion as a true Briton. “ I have found,” says the 
Gaul, “humility among Spaniards, civility and courtesy 
among the Swiss, in the embassies I had the honour to per- 
form for the king ; but the English would not in the least 
abate of their natural pride and arrogance. The king is so 
resolute not to re-establish any French about the c|uee]i, his 
consort, and was so stern (rude) in speaking to me, that it is 
impossible to have been more so.” In a word, the French 
marshal, with all his vaunts and his threats, discovered that 
Charles the First was the true representative of his subjects, 
and that the king had the same feelings with the people : 
this indeed was not always the case ! This transaction took 
place in 1626, and when, four years afterwards, it was at- 
tempted again to introduce certain French persons, a bishop 
and a physician, about the queen, the king absolutely refused 
even a French physician, who had come over with the in- 
tention of being chosen the queen’s, under the sanction of 
.the queen mother. This little circumstance appeal's in a 
manuscript letter from Lord Dorchester to M. de Vic, one of 
the king’s agents at Paris. After an account of the arrival 
of this French physician, his lordship proceeds to notice the 
former determinations of the king ; “ yet this man,” he adds, 
“ hath been addressed to the ambassador to introduce him 
into the court, and the queen persuaded in cleare and plaine 
terms to speak to the king to admit him as domestique. His 
majesty expressed his dislike of this proceeding, but contented 
himself to let the ambassador know that this doctor may 
return as he is come, with intimation that he should do it 
speedily ; the French ambassador, willing to help the matter, 
spake to the king that the said doctor might be admitted to 
kiss the queen’s hand, and to carrie the news into France of 
her safe delivery : which the king excused by a civil answer, 
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and has since commanded me to let the ambassador under- 
stand, that he had heard him as Monsieur de Fontenay in 
this particular, hut, if he should persist and press him as am- 
bassador, he should be forced to say that which would dis- 
please him.” Lord Dorchester adds, that he informs M. de 
Vie of these particulars, that he should not want for the in- 
formation should the matter be revived by the French court, 
otherwise ho need not notice it.* 

By this narrative of secret history, Charles the First does 
not appear so weak a slave to his queen as our writers echo 
fi'om each other ; and those who make Henrietta so impor- 
tant a personage in the cabinet, appear to have been imper- 
fectly acquainted with her real talents. Charles, indeed, was 
deeply enamoured of the queen, for he was inclined to strong 
personal attachments ;t and ‘‘ the temperance of his youth, 
by which he had lived so free from personal vice,” as May, 
the parliamentary historian expresses it, eveix the gay levity 
of Buckingliam seems never, in approaching the king, to have 
violated. Charles admired in Henrietta all those personal 
graces .which he himself wanted ; her vivacity in conversation 
enlivened his own seriousness, and her gay volubility the de- 
fective utterance of his own ; while the versatility of her 
manners relieved his own formal habits. Doubtless the 
queen oxercis.ed the same power over this monarch which 
vivacious females are privileged by nature to possess over 
their husbands ; she was often listened to, and her sugges- 
tions were sometimes approved ; but the fixed and systematic 
principles of the character and the government of this 
monarch must not be imputed to the intrigues of a mere 
lively and volatile woman ; we must trace them to a higher 
source ; to his own inherited conceptions of the regal rights, 
if we would seek for truth, and read the history of human 
nature in the history of Charles the First, 

Long after this article was published, the subject has been 
more critically developed in my “ Commentaries on the Life 
and Eeign of Charles the First.” 

* A letter from the Earl of Dorchester, 27th May, 16B0. Earl. MSS. 
7000 (160). 

i* The letters he sent to Buckingham are full of tender respect for the 
queen, lamenting her (certainly unwarrantable) neglect of reciprocity of 
attention, and silly squabbles in favour of her servants. 
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Eichelieu was the greatest of statesmen, if he who main- 
tains himself by the gTeatest power is necessarily the great- 
est minister. He was called the King of the King,” 
After having long tormented himself and Fiance, he left a 
great name and a great empire — ^both alike the victims of 
splendid ambition ! Neither this great minister nor this 
great nation tasted of happiness under his mighty adminis- 
tration. He had, indeed, a heartlessness in his conduct which 
obstructed by no relentings those remorseless decisions which 
made him terrible. But, while he trode down the princes of 
the blood and the nobles, and drove his patroness, the queen- 
mothei', into a miserable exile, and contrived that the king 
should fear and hate his brother, and all the cardinal-duke 
chose, Eichelieu was grinding fche face of the poor by exor- 
bitant taxation, and converted eveiy town in France into a 
garrison ; it was said of him, that he never liked to be in any 
place where he was not the strongest. ‘‘ The commissioners 
of the exchequer and the commanders of the army believe 
themselves called to a golden harvest ; and in the interim the 
cardinal is charged with the sins of all the world, and is even 
afraid of his life.” Thus Grotius speaks, in one of his 
letters, of the miserable situation of this great minister, in 
his account of the court of France in 1635, when he resided 
there as Swedish ambassador. Yet such is the delusion of 
these great politicians, who consider what they term state- 
in fet'ests as paramount to all other duties, human or divine, . 
that while their whole life is a series of oppression, of trou- 
bles, of deceit, and of cruelty, their state-conscience finds no- 
thing to reproach itself with. Of any other conscience it 
seems absolutely necessary that they should be divested. 
Eichelieu, on his death-bed, made a solemn protestation, ap- 
pealing to the last judge of man, who was about to pro- 
nounce his sentence, that he never proposed anything but for 
the good of religion and the state ; that is, the Catholic reli- 
gion and his own administration. When Louis the Thir- 
teenth, who ' visited him in his last moments, took from the 
hand of an attendant a plate with two yolks of eggs, that 
the King of France might himself serve his expiring minister, 
Eichelieu died in all the self-delusion of a great minister. 
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Thu sinister means he practised, and the political deceptions 
he contrived, do not yield in siibtilty to the dark grandeur of 
his ministerial character. It appears that, at a critical mo- 
ment, when he felt the king’s fwour was wavering, ho suerclly 
ordered a battle to he lost by the French, to determine the 
king at once not to givcj up a iniiiister who, lie knew, was the 
only man who could extricate him out of this now diiiiculfc}'. 
In our great civil war, this minister pretended to Charles the 
First that he was atk’r.pting to win the j^arliament over to 
him, while he was hacking their most secret projects against 
Charles. When a French ambassador addressed the parlia- 
ment as an independent power, after the king had broken 
with it, Charles, sensibly affected, remonstrated with the 
French court ; the minister disavowed the whole proceeding, 
and instantly recalled the ambassador, while at the very 
moment his secret agents wei'e, to their best, embroiling the 
affairs of both partics.=^ The object of Eichelieu w'as to 
weaken the English monarchy, so as to busy itself at home, 
and prevent its fleets and its armies thwarting his projects 
on the Continent, lest England, jealous of the greatness of 
France, should declare itself for Spain the moment it had re- 
covered its own tranquillity. This is a stratagem too ordinary 
with great ministers, those plagues of the earth, who, with 
their state-reasons, are for cutting as many throats as God 
pleases among every other nation. t 

. * Clarendon details the political coquetries of Monsieur La IJ’erto ; his 
‘^notable familiarity with those whogo^ orned most hi the two houses ii. 9S. 

Hume seems to have discovered in “ Estrades’ Memoirs” the real 
occasion of llichelicu’s conduct. In 1039 the French and Hutch jjroposed 
dividing the Low Country provinces ; England u as to stand neuter. C'luirles 
replied to D'Estraclcs, that his army and fleet should instantly sail to pre- 
vent these projected conquests. From that moment the intolerant ambition 
of llichelieu swelled the venom of his heart, and he eagerly seized on the 
first opportunity of supplying the Coi'enantera in Scotland v ith arms and 
money. Hume observes, that Charles here expressed his mind v/ith an 
imprudent candour j but it proves be had acquiiod a just idea of national 
interest, vi. 337. See on this a very curious passage in the Catholic 
Dodd’s ^‘Church History,” iii. 22. He apologises tor his cardinal by 
asserting that the same line of policy was imr&ued here in England ‘‘by 
Charles I. himself, who sent fleets and armies to assist the Huguenots, or 
French rebels, as he calls tliejn ; and that this was the constant practice 
of Queen Elizabeth’s ministry, to foment dilferences in several neighbour- 
ing kingdoms, and support their rebellions subjects, as the forces she 
employed for that purpose both in France, Flanders, and Scotland, are an 
Undeniable proof.” The recriminations of politicians are the confessions 
of great sinners. 
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A fragment of the secret history of this great minister may 
he gathered from that of some of his confidential agents. One 
exposes an invention of this minister’s to shorten his cabinet 
labours, and to have at hand a screen, when that useful con- 
trivance was requisite ; the other, the terrific effects of an 
agent setting up to be a politician on his own account, against 
that of his master. 

Eichelieu’s confessor was one Father Joseph ; but this man 
was designed to be employed rather in state-affairs, than in 
those which concerned his conscience. This minister, who 
was never a penitent, could have none. Father J oseph had 
a turn for political negotiation, otherwise he had not been 
the cardinal’s confessor ; but this turn was of that sort, said 
the nuncio Spada, which was adapted to follow up to the 
utmost the views and notions of the minister, rather than to 
draw the cardinal to his, or to induce him to change a tittle 
of his designs. The truth is, that Father Joseph preferred 
going about in his chariot on ministerial missions, rather than 
walking solitarily to his convent, after listening to the un- 
meaning confessions of Cardinal Bichelieu. He made him- 
self so intimately acquainted with the plans and the will of 
this great minister, that he could venture at a pinch to act 
without orders : and foreign affairs were particularly con- 
signed to his management. Grotius, when Swedish ambas- 
sador, knew them both. Father Joseph, he tells us, ^vas em- 
ployed by Cardinal Bichelieu to open negotiations, and put 
them in a way to succeed to his mind, and then the cardinal 
would step in, and undertake the finishing himself. Joseph 
took businesses in hand when they were green, and, after 
ripening them, he handed them over to the cardinal. In a 
conference which Grotius held with the parties, Joseph began 
the treaty, and bore the brunt of the first contest. After a 
warm debate, the cardinal interposed as arbitrator : “ A middle 
way will reconcile you,” said the minister, and as you and 
Joseph can never agree, I will now make you friends.”"^' 

That this was Eichelieu’s practice, appears from another 
similar personage mentioned by Grotius, but one more care- 
less and less cunning. When the French ambassador, Leon 
Brulai’t, assisted by Joseph, concluded at Eatishon a treaty 
with the emperor’s ambassador, on its arrival the cardinal 
unexpectedlj?' disapproved of it, declaring that the ambassador 

^ ‘‘Grotii Epistolie,” 375 and 380, fo. Ains. 1687. A volume wkich 
contains 2500 letters of this great man. 
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had exceeded his instructions. But Brulart, who was aii old 
statesman, and Joseph, to whom the cardinal confided his 
most secret views, it was not sup[)osod could have committed 
such a gross error; audit was rather believed that the car- 
dinal changed his opinions with the state of affairs, wishing 
for peace or war as they suited the French interests, or as he 
conceived they tended to render his administration necessary 
to the crown.^* When Brulart, on his return from his em- 
bassy, found this outcry raised against him, and not a murmur 
against Joseph, he explained the m3'steiy ; the cardinal had 
raised this clamour against him merely to cover the in- 
structions which he had himself given, and which Brulart was 
convinced he had received, through his organ, Father Joseph; 
a man, said he, who has nothing of the Capuchin but the 
frock, and nothing of the Christian but the name : a mind so 
practised in artifices, that he could do nothing without decep- 
tion : and during the whole of the llatisbon negotiation, 
Brulart discovered that Joseph would never communicate to 
him aii.y business till the whole was finally arranged : the 
sole object of his pursuit was to find means to gratily the 
cardinal. Such free sentiments neai'ly cost Brulart his head: 
for once in quitting the cardiiial in w^iumith, the minister fol- 
lowing him to the door, and passing his hand over the other’s 
neck, observed, that “ Brulart was a fine man, and it would 
he a pity to divide the head from the body.” 

One more anecdote of this good father J oseph, the favourite 
instrument of the most important and covert designs of this 
minister, has been preserved in the Memorie Recondite of 
Vittorio Siri,t an Italian Abbe, tlie Procopius of Franco, hut 
afterwards pensioned by IBIazarin. Ilichelieu had in vain 
tried to gain’ over Colonel Ornano, a man of talents, the 
governor of Monsieur, the only brother of Louis XIII. ; not 
accustomed to have his offers refused, he resolved to ruin him. 
Joseph was now employed to contract a particular friendship 
with Ornano, and to suggest to him, that it was full time 
that his pupil should be admitted into the council, to acquire 
some political knowledge. The advancement of Ornano’s 
royal pupil was his own ; and as the king had no children, 

* “La Vie du Cardinal Due de Eiclielieu,’* anonymous, hut written by 
.Jean le Clerc, vol. i. 607. An impartial but heavy life of a great minister, 
of whom, between the panegyrics of liis flatterers and the satires of bis 
enemies, it was difficult to discover a just medium. 

t Mem. Rec. vol. vi. 131. 
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the crown might descend to Monsieur. Ornano therefore 
took the first opportunity to open himself to the king, on the 
propriety of initiating his brother into affairs, either in 
council, or by a command in the army. This the king, as usual, 
immediately communicated to the cardinal, who was well 
prepared to give the request the most odious turn, and to 
alarm his majesty with the character of Ornano, who, he said, 
was inspiring the young prince with ambitious thoughts — 
that the next step would be an attempt to share the crown 
itself with his majesty. The cardinal foresaw how much 
Monsieur would be offended by the refusal and would not 
fail to betray his impatience, and inflame the jealousy of the 
king. Yet Eichelieu bore still an open face and friendly 
voice for Ornano, whom he was every day undermining in the 
king’s favour, till all terminated in a pretended conspiracy, 
and Ornano perished in the Bastile, of a fever, at least 
caught there : — so much for the friendship of Father Joseph ! 
And by such men and such means the astute minister 
secretly threw a seed of perpetual hatred between the royal 
brothers, producing conspiracies often closing in blood, which 
only bis own haughty tyranny had provoked. 

Father Joseph died regretted by Eichelieu ; he was an 
ingenious sort of a creature^ and kept his carriage to his last 
day, but his name is only preserved in secret histories. The 
fate of Father Caussin, the author of the “Cours Sainte,” a 
popular book among the Catholics for its curious religious 
stories, and whose name is better known than Father Josepii’s, 
shows how this minister could rid himself of father confessors 
who persisted, according to their own notions, to be honest 
men, in spite of the minister. This piece of secret history is 
drawn from a narrative manuscript which Caussin left ad- 
dressed to the general of the Jesuits * 

Eichelieu chose Father Caussin for the king’s confessor, 
and he had scarcely entered his office when the cardinal in- 
formed him of the king’s romantic friendship for Mademoiselle 
La Fayette, of whom the cardinal was extremely jealous. 
Desirous of getting rid altogether of this sort of tender con- 

* It is quoted in the Remarques Critiques sur le Dictionnaire de 
Bayle,” Paris, 1748. This anonymous folio volume was written by Le 
Sieur Joly, a canon of Dijon, and is full of curious researches, and many 
authentic discoveries. The writer is no philosopher, but he corrects and 
adds to the knowledge of Bayle. Here I found some original anecdotes of 
Hobbes, from MS. sources, during that philosopher’s residence at Paris, 
which I have given in “ Quarrels of Authors.” 
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nexion, he hinted to the new confessor that, however innocent 
it might be, it was attended with perpetual danger, which the 
lady herself acknowledged, and, warm with “ all the motions 
of grace,” had declared her intention to turn “lleligieuse 
and that Caussin ought to dispose the king’s mind to see the 
wisdom of the resolution. It happened, however, that Caus- 
sin considered that this lady, whose zeal for the happiness of 
the people was well known, might prove more serviceable at 
court than in a cloister, so that the good father was very in- 
active in the business, and the minister began to suspect that 
he had in hand an instrument not at all fitted to it like 
Father Joseph. 

“ The motions of grace” were, however, more active than 
the confessor, and Mademoiselle retired to a monastery. 
Eichelieu learned that the king had paid her a visit of three 
hours, and ho accused Caussin of encouraging those secret in- 
terviews. This was not denied, but it was adroitly insinuated 
that it was prudent not abruptly to oppose the violence of 
the king’s passion, which seemed reasonable to the minister. 
The king continued these visits, and the lady, in concert with 
Caussin, impressed on the king the most unfavourable senti- 
ments of the minister, the tyranny exercised over the exiled 
queen mother and the princes of the blood ; ^ the grinding 
taxes he levied on the people, his projects of alliance witli the 
Turk against the Christian sovereigns, &c. His majesty 
sighed : he asked Caussin if he could name any one capable of 
occupying the minister’s place ? Our simple politician had 
not taken *such a consideration in his mind. The king asked 
Caussin whether he would meet Eichelieu face to face ? The 
Jesuit was again embarrassed, but summoned up the resolu- 
tion with equal courage and simplicity. 

Caussin went for the purpose : he found the king closeted 
with the minister; the conference was long, from which 
Caussin augured ill. He himself tells us, that, weary of wait- 
ing in the ante-chamber, he contrived to be admitted into the 
presence of the king, when he performed his promise. But 
the case was altered 1 Caussin had lost his cause before he 
pleaded it, and Eichelieu bad completely justified himself to 
the king. The good father was told that the king would not 

* Moatresor, attacked to tke Duke of Orleans, has left us some very 
curious memoirs, in two small volumes ; the second preserving many his- 
torical documents of that active period. This spirited writer has not hesi- 
tated to detail his projects foi' the assassination of the tyrannical minister. 
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perform his devotions that day, and that he might return to 
Paris. The next morning the whole affair was cleared up. 
An order from court prohibited this voluble Jesuit either 
from speaking or writing to any person ; and fartlier, drove 
him away in an inclement winter, sick in body and at heart, 
till he found himself an exile on the barren rocks of Quimper 
in Brittany, where, among the savage inhabitants, he was 
continually menaced by a prison or a gallows, which the ter- 
rific minister lost no opportunity to place before his imagina- 
tion; and occasionally despatched a Paris Gazette, which 
distilled the venom of Eichelieu’s heart, and which, like the 
eagle of Prometheus, could gnaw at the heart of the insulated 
politician chained to his rock.'^ 

Such were the contrasted fates of Father Joseph and Father 
Caussin ! the one, the ingenious creature^ the other, the simple 
oppositionist of this great minister. 


THE MINISTER — DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM, LORD ADMIRAL, 
LORD GENERAL, Ac. &c. &c. 

“ Had the Duke of Buckingham been blessed with a faithful 
friend, qualified with wisdom and integrity, the duke would 
have committed as few faults, and done as transcendent 
worthy actions as any man in that age in Europe.” Such 
was the opinion of Lord Clarendon in the prime ol life, when, 
yet untouched by party feeling, he had no cause to plead, 
and no quarrel with truth.f 

The portrait of Buckingham by Hume seems to me a 
character dove-tailed into a system, adjusted to his plan of 
lightening the errors of Charles "the First by participating them 
among others. This character conceals the more lavourable 
parts of no ordinary man : the spirit which was fitted to lead 
others by its own invincibility, and some qualities he pos- 
sessed of a better nature. All the fascination of his charactei’ 
is lost in the general shade cast over it by the niggardly 
commendation, that he possessed “ some accomplishments of 

^ At page 154 of this work is a different view of the character of this 
extraordinary man . those anecdotes are of a lighter and satirical nature ; 
they touch on “the follies of the wise.” 

+ In “The Dispaiity,” to accompany “The Parallel” of Sir Henry 
Wotton ; two exquisite cabinet-pictures, preserved in the Rehquice Wot- 
toniancs; and at least equal to the finest “ Parallels” of Plutarch. 
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a courtier.” Some, indeed 1 and the most pleasing ; but not 
all tiuly, for dissimulation and hypocrisy were ai*ts unprac- 
tised by this courtier. “ His sweet and attractive manner, so 
lavoured by the graces,” has been described by Sir Henry 
Wotton, who knew him well ; while Clarendon, another living 
witness, tells us that “ he was the most rarely accomplished 
the court had ever beheld ; while some that found inconve- 
nience in his nearness, intending by some alfront to discoun- 
tenance him, perceived he bad masked under this gentleness a 
terrible courage, as could safely protect all his sweetnesses.” 

The very errors and infirmities of Buckingham seem to 
have started from qualities of a generous nature ; too devoted 
a friend, and too undisguised an enemy, carrying his loves 
and his hatreds 'on his open forehead;^' too careless of ca- 
lumny, t and too fearless of danger ; he was, in a word, a man 

* The singular openness of his character -was not statesmanlike. He 
was one uf those whose nngoveimable sinceiity “cannot put all their 
passions iu llieu* pockets.” He told the Count-Duke Olivarez, on quitting 
Spain, that “he would always cement the friendship between the two 
nations ; but with regard to you, sir, in particular, you must not consider 
me as your fiierid, but must ever expect from me all possible enmity and 
opposition.” The cardinal was willing enough, says Huinc, “to accept 
what was proffered, and on these terms the favourites parted.” Bucking- 
ham, desiious of accommodating the parties iu the nation, once tried at the 
favour of the pumtanic party, whose head was l)r. Preston, master of 
Emanuel College. The duke w'as his generous palron, and ]>i Preston 
his most servile adulator. The more zealous puritans weic ittloruled at 
tins intimacy ; and Dr. Preston, in a letter to some of Jiis paiiy, obcscrved 
that it W’as true that the duke wms a vile and yirolhgale but that 

there was no other way to come at him but by the luuesi li.ittery ; that it 
was necessary for the gloiy of God that siuli instiumcnts .should be made 
use of ; and more in tliis sjrain. Some officious liand convoyed thi.s letter 
to the duke, who, W'heii Dr. Preston came one morning a.s usual, a,sked 
liim whether he had ever disobliged him, that he should iloscribe him to 
his party in such black characters. The doctor, amazed, dciiiecl the ffict • 
on which the duke instantly produced the letter, then turned from him, 
never to see him more. It is said that from this moment he abaudoned 
the puritan party, and attached himself to Laud. This story was told by 
Thomas Baker to W. Wotton, as coming from one well versed in the secret 
history of that time. — Lamdowne MSS. 872, fo. 88. 

t A well-known tract against the Duke of Buckingham, by Dr. George 
Eglisham, physician to James the First, entitled “The Forerunner of 
Eevenge,” may be found in many of our collections. Gerbier, in his manu- 
script memoirs, gives a curious account of this political libeller, the model 
of that class of desperate scribblers. “The falseness of his libels,” says 
Gerbier, “ he hath since acknowdedged, though too late. During my resi- 
dence at Bruxelles, this Eglisham desired Sir William Chaloner, who then 
was at Liege, to bear a letter to me, which is still extant : he proposed, if 
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of sensation, acting from impulse ; scorning, indeed, pruden- 
tial views, but capable at all times of embracing grand and 
original ones ; compared by the jealousy of faction to the 
Spenser of Edwai'd the Second, and even the Sejanus of 
Tiberius, he was no enemy to the people ; often serious in the 
best designs, but volatile in the midst ; his great error sprung 
from a sanguine spirit. “He was ever,” says Wotton, 
“ greedy of Jionour and hot upon the public ends, and too 
confident in the prosperity of beginnings.” If Buckingham 
was a hero, and yet neither general nor admiral ; a minister, 
and yet no statesman ; if often the creature of popular ad- 
miration, he was at length hated by the people ; if long envied 
by his equals, and betrayed by his own creatures,'’^ “ delight- 
ing too much in the press and affluence of dependents and 
suitors, who are always the burrs, and sometimes the briars 
of favourites,” as Wotton well describes them ; if one of his 
great crimes in the eyes of the people was, that “ his enter- 
prises succeeded not according to their impossible expecta- 
tion;” and that it was a still greater, that Buckingham 

the king would pardon and receive him into favour again, with some com- 
petent subsistence, that he would recant all that he liad said or written to 
the disadvantage of any in the court of England, confessing tliat lie had 
been urged thereunto by some combu&tious spirits, that for then malicious 
designs had set him on work.” Buckingham would never notice thc'se and 
similar libels. Eglisham flew to Holland after he had deposited his juditi- 
cal venom in his native countiy, and found a fate which cveiy ^illanous 
faptionist who oilers to recant for “a competent subsistence” «locs not 
always ; he was found dead, assassinated in liis walks by a companion. 
Yet this pohtical libel, with many like it, are still authorities. “ (ieorge 
Duke of Buckingham,” says Oldys, “will not speedily outstrip Hr. 
Eglisham’s ‘ Forerunner of lievenge.’” 

* The misery of prime ministers and favourites is a portion of their fate 
which has not always been noticed by their biographers ; one must be con- 
versant with secret history to discover the thorn in their pillow. Who 
could have imagined that Buckingham, possessing the entire affections of 
his sovereign, during his absence had reason to fear being supplanted 2 
When his confidential secretary, Hr. Mason, slept in the same chamber 
with the duke, he would give way at night to those suppressed passions 
w'hich his unaltered countenance concealed by day. In the absence of all 
other ears and eyes he would break out into the most querulous and im- 
passioned language, declaring that “ never Lis despatches to diveis princes, 
nor the great business of a fleet, of an army, of a siege, of a treaty, of war 
and peace both on foot together, and all of them in his head at a time, did 
not so much break his repose as the idea that some at home under his 
majesty, of whom he had well deserved, were now content to forget him,” 
So short-lived is the gratitude observed to an absent favourite, who is most 
likely to fall by the creatures his own hands have made. 
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had been the permanent favourite of two monarebs, wbo 
had spoilt their child of fortune ; then may the future in- 
quirer find something of his character which remains to be 
opened ; to instruct alike the sovereigns and the people, and 
“ be worthy to be registered among the great examples of 
time and fortune.” 

Contrast the fate of BTiCKiKonAM with that of his great 
rival, Eichelietj. The one winning popularity and losing it ; 
once in the Commons saluted as ‘‘ their redeemer,” till, at 
length, they resolved that “Buckingham was the cause of all 
the evils and dangers to the king and kingdom.” Magnifi- 
cent, open, and merciful ; so forbearing, even in his acts of 
gentle oppression, that the}" were easily evaded ; and riots 
and libels were infecting the country, till, in the popular 
clamour, Buckingham was made a political monster, and the 
dagger w’as planted in the heart of the incautious minister. 
The other statesman, unrelenting in his power, and grinding 
in his oppression, unblest with one brother-feeling, had his 
dungeons filled and his scaffolds raised, and died in safety and 
glory — a cautious tyrant ! 

There exists a manuscript memoir of Sir Balthazar Gerbier, 
who was one of those ingenious men whom Buckingham de- 
lighted to assemble about him : for this was one of his charac- 
teristics, that although the duke himself was not learned, yet 
he never wanted for knowledge; too early in life a practical 
man, he had not the leisure to become a contemplative one; 
he supplied this deficiency by perpetually ‘‘ sifting and ques- 
tioning well” the most eminent for their ex])erienc*e and 
knowledge; and Lord Bacon, and the Lord Keeper Williams, 
as well as such as Gerbier, were admitted into this sort of in- 
timacy. We have a curious letter by Lord Bacon, of advice 
to our minister, written at liis own request ; and 1 have seen 
a large correspondence with that subtle politician, the Lord 
Keeper Williams, who afterwards attempted to supplant him, 
to the same purpose. Gerbier was the painter and architect, 
and at the same time one of the confidential agents of Buck- 
ingham ; the friend of Eubens the painter, with whom he was 
concerned in this country to open a Spanish negotiation, and 
became at length the master of the ceremonies to Charles the 
Second, in his exile. He was an actor in many scenes. 
Gerbier says of himself, that ‘'^he was a minister who had the 
honour of public employment, and may therefore incur cen- 
sure for declaring some passages of state more overtly than 
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becomes 'Such an one ; but sectets are secrets but for a time ; 
others may be wiser for themselves, but it is their silence 
which makes me write.” ^ 

A mystery has always hung over that piece of knight- 
errantry, the romantic journey to Madrid, where the prime 
minister and the heir apparent, in disguise, confided their 
safety in the bauds of our national enemies ; which excited 
such popular clamour, and indeed anxiety, for the prince and 
the protestant cause. A new light is cast over this extraor- 
dinary transaction, by a secret which the Duke imparted 
to Gerbier. The project uas Buckingham’s; a bright ori- 
ginal view, but taken far out of the line of precedence. It 
was one of those bold inventions which no common mind 
could have conceived, and none but the spirit of Buckingham 
could have carried on with a splendour and mastery over the 
persons and events, which turned out, however, as unfavour- 
able as possible. 

The I’estoration of the imprudent Palatine, the son-in-law 
of James the First, to the Palatinate which that prince had 
lost by his own indiscretion, when he accepted the crown of 
Bohemia, although warned of his own incompetency, as well 
as of the incapacity of those princes of the empire, who might 
have assisted him against the power of Austria and Spain, 
seemed, however, to a great part of our nation necessary to the 
stability of the protestant interests. James the First was 
most bitterly run down at home for his civil pacific measures, 
but the truth is, by Gerbier’ s account, that James could not 
depend on one single ally, who had all taken fright, although 
some of the Germans were willing enough to be subsidised at 
£80,000 a month from England ; this James had not to give, 
and which he had been a fool had he given ; for though this 
war for the protestant interests was popular in England, it 
was by no means general among the German Princes : the 
Prince Elector, of Treves, and another prince, had treated 
Gerbier coolly ; and observed, that “ God in these days did 
not send prophets more to the protestants than to others, to 
fight against nations, and to second pretences which public 
incendiaries propose to princes, to engage them into unneces- 
sary wars with their neighbours.” France would not go to 
war, and much less the Danes, the Swedes, and the Hollanders. 
James was calumniated for his timidity and cowardice ; yet. 


Sloane MSS. 4181, 
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says Gerbier, King James mented much of his people, though 
ill-requited, choosing rather to suffer an eclipse of Lis per- 
sonal reputation, than to bring into such hazard the reputa- 
tion and force of his kingdoms in a war of no hopes. 

As a father and a king, from private and from public 
motives, the restoration of the Palatinate had a double tie on 
James, and it was always the earnest object of his negotia- 
tions. But Spain sent him an amusing and literary ambas- 
sador, who kept him in play, year after year, with merry tales 
and Ion onots.^' These negotiations had languished through 
all the tedium of diplomacy ; the amusing promises of the 
couiiily Gondomar were sure, on return of the courier, to 
bring sudden difficulties from tlm subtle Olivarez, Bucking- 
ham meditated by a single blow to strike at the true secret, 
whether the Spanish court could be induced to hasten this 
important object, gained over by the proffiered alliance with 
the English crown, from the lips of the prince himself. The 
whole scene dazzled with politics, chivalry, and magnificence; 
it was caught by the high spirit of the youthful prince, who, 
Clarendon tells us, “loved adventures;” and it was indeed an 
incident which has adorned more than one Spanish romance. 
The panic which seized the English, fearful of the personal 
safety of the prince, did not prevail with the duke, who told 
Gerbier that the prince ran no hazard from the Spaniard, who 
well knew that while his sister, the fugitive Queen of Bohemia, 
with a numerous issue, was residing in Holland, the protes- 
tant succession to our crown was perfectly secured ; and it 
was with this conviction, says Gerbier, that when the Count- 
Duke Olivarez had been persuaded that the Prince of Wales 
was meditating a flight from Spain, Buckingham with his 
accustomed spirit told him, that “ if love had made the pnnee 
steal out of his own country, yet fear would never make him 
run out of Spain, and that he should depai’t with an equipage 
as fitted a Prince of Wales.” This was no empty vaunt. 

* Gerbier giyes a curious specimen of Gondomar’s pleasant sort of 
impudence. Whem James expressed himself with great warmth on the 
Spaniards, under Spinola, taking the first toym in the Palatinate, under 
the eyes of our ambassador, Gondomar, with Cervantic humour, attempted 
to give a new turn to the discussion, for he wished that Spinola had taken 
the whole Palatinate at once, for ^‘then the generosity of my master 
would be shown in all its lustre, by restoring it all again to tlie English 
ambassador, who had witnessed the whole operations.” James, however, 
at this moment was no longer pleased with the inexhaustible humour of 
Ms old friend, and set about trying what could be done. 
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An English fleet was then waiting in a Spanish port, and the 
Spanish court, inviting our prince to the grand Escurial, 
attended the departure of Charles,, as Hume expresses it, with 
“elaborate pomp.” 

This attempt of Buckingham, of which the origin has been 
so often inquired into, and so oppositely viewed, entirely 
failed with the Spaniard. The catholic league outweighed 
the protestant. At first, the Spanish court had been as 
much taken by surprise as the rest of the world. All parties 
seemed at their first interview highly gratified, “We may 
rule the world together,” said the Spanish to the English 
minister. They were, however, not made by nature, or state 
interests, to agree at a second interview. The Lord Keeper 
Williams, a wily courtier and subtle politician, who, in the 
absence of his patron Buckingham, evidently supplanted him 
in the favour of his royal master, when asked by James 
“ whether he thought this knight-errant pilgrimage would 
be likely to win the Spanish lady,” answered with much poli- 
tical foresight, and saw the difficulty : “ If my lord marquis 
will give honour to the Count-Duke Olivarez, and remember 
he is the favourite of Spain ; or, if Olivarez will show honour- 
able civility to my lord marquis, remembering he is the 
favourite of England, the wooing may be prosperous : but if 
my lord marquis should forget where he is, and not stoop to 
Olivarez ; or, if Olivarez, forgetting what guest he hath re- 
ceived with the prince, bear himself like a Castilian grandee 
to my lord marquis, the provocation may cross your majesty’s 
good intentions.”* What Olivarez once let out, “ though 
somewhat in hot blood, that in the councils of the king the 
English match had never been taken into consideration, but 
from the time of the Prince of Wales’s arrival at Madrid,” 
might have been true enough. The seven years which had 
passed in apparent negotiation resembled the scene of a fata 
morgana ^ — an earth painted in the air, raised by the delusive 
arts of G-ondomar and Olivarez. As they never designed to 
realise it, it would of course never have been brought into 
the councils of his Spanish majesty. Buckingham discovered, 
as he told Gerbier, that the Infanta, by the will of her father, 
Philip the Third, was designed for the emperor’s son, — the 
catholic for the catholic, to cement the venerable system. 
When Buckingham and Charles had now ascertained that the 


Hacket’s Life of Lord Keeper Williams, p. 115, pt. 1, fo. 
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Spanisli cabinet could not adopt English and protestant inte- 
rests, and Olivarez had convinced himself that Charles would 
never be a Catholic, all was broken up ; and thus a treaty of 
naarriage, which had been slowly reared during a period of 
seven years, when the flower seemed to take, only ountaiued 
within itself the seeds of war.* 

Olivarez and Kichelieu were thorough-paced statesmen, in 
every respect the opposites of the elegant, the spirited, and 
the open Buckingham. The English favourite cheeked the 
haughty^ Castilian, the hivourite of Siiain, and the more than 
Idng-like cardinal, the favourite of France, with the rival spirit 
of his island, proud of her equality with the continent. 

There is a story that the war between England and France 
was occasioned by the personal disrespect shown by the Car- 
diiial-Duke Richelieu to the English Duke, in tlie affronting 
mode of addressing his letters. Gerbier says, the world are 
in a ridiculous mistake about this circumstance. The fact of 
the letters is true, since Gerbier was himself the secretary on 
this occasion. It terminated, however, dilferently than is 
known. Richelieu, at leu'-t as haughty as Buckingham, 
addressed a letter, in a moment of caprice, in which the word 
Monsieur was level with the hrst line, avoiding the usual 
space of honour, to mark his disrespect. Buekingliam in- 
stantly turned on the cardinal his owm invention. Geibier, 
who had written the letter, was also its bearer. The cardinal 
started at the lirst sight, never having been addressed with 
such familiarity, and was silent. On the ibllowing day, how- 
ever, the cardinal received Gerbier civilly, and, with many 
rhetorical expressions respecting tlie duke: “I know,*’ said 
lie, “the power and greatness of a high admiral of England; 
the cannons of his great ships make way, and prescribe law 
more forcibly than the canons of the church, of which I am a 
member. 1 acknowledge the power of the favourites of great 
kings, and I am content to he a minister of state, and the 

* The narrative furnished by Bucldugliam, and vouched by tbe prince 
to the parliament, agiees in the main with what the duke told Gerbier. 
It is curious to observe how tbe narrative seems to have perplexed Hume, 
who, from some preconceived system, condemns Buckingham “for the 
falsity of this long narrative, as calculated entirely to mislead the parlia- 
ment.” He has, however, in the note [T] of thiar very volume, sufficiently 
marked the difficulties which hung about the opinion he has given in the 
text. The curious may find the narrative in Frankland’s Annals, p. 89, 
and in Bush worth’s Hist. Col. I. 119. It has many entertaining par- 
ticulai's. 



353 


The Minister — Duke of Buckingham, 

duke’s humble servant.” This was an apology made with all 
the 'politesse of a Gaul, and by a great statesman who had 
recovered his senses. 

If ever minister of state was threatened by the prognostics 
of a fatal termination to his life, it was Buckingham ; but his 
own fearlessness disdained to interpret them. The following 
circumstances, collected from manuscript letters of the times, 
are of this nature. After the sudden and unhappy dissolu- 
tion of the parliament, popular terror showed itself in all 
shapes ; and those who did not join in the popular cry were 
branded with the odious nickname of the dukeJings. 

A short time before the assassination of Buckingham, 
when the king, after an obstinate resistance, had conceded 
his assent to the Petition of Bight,” the houses testified 
their satisfaction, perhaps their triumph, by their shouts of 
acclamation. They were propagated by the hearers on the out- 
side, from one to the other, till they reached the city. Some 
confused account arrived before the occasion of these rejoicings 
was generally known. Suddenly the bells began to ring; 
bonfires were kindled ; and in an instant all was a scene of 
public rejoicing. But ominous indeed were these rejoicings ; 
for the greater part was occasioned by a false rumour that 
the duke was to be sent to the Tower. No one inquired 
about a news which every one wished to hear ; and so sudden 
was the joy, that a MS. letter says, ‘Hhe old scaffold on 
Tower-hill was pulled down and burned by certain unhappy 
boys, who said they would have a’ new one built for the 
duke.” This mistalve so rapidly prevailed as to reach even 
the country, which blazed with bonfires to announce the fall 
of Buckingham.^ The shouts on the acquittal of the seven 
bishops, in 1688 , did not speali in plainer language to the 
son’s ear, when, after the verdict was given, such prodigious 
acclamations of joy “ seemed to set the king’s authority at 
defiance ; it spread itself not only into the city, but even to 
Hounslow Heath, where the soldiers, upon the news of it, 
gave up a great shout, though the king was then actually at 
dinner in the camp,”t To the speculators of human nature, 
who find its history written in their libraries, how many plain 
lessons seem to have been lost on the mere politician, who is 
only such in the heat of action ! 

About a month before the duke was assassinated, occurred 

* Letterfrom J. Mead to Sir M.Stuteyille, June 5, 1628. Harl.MSS, 7000, 
f Memoirs of James IL vol. ii. p. 163. 
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the murcler, by the populace, of the man who was called 
“ the duke’s devil.” This was a Dr. Lambe, a man of infa- 
mous character, a dealer in magical arts, who lived by showing 
apparitions, or selling the favours of the devil, and whose 
chambers were a convenient rendezvous for the carious of 
both sexes. This wretched man, who ojienly exulted in the 
infamous traffic by which he lived, wdicn he was sober, prophe- 
sied that he should fall one day by the hands Irom wdiieh he 
received his death ; and it was said he w^as as positive about 
his patron’s. At the age of eighty, he w'as lorn to j^icces in 
the city ; and the city was imprudently heavily lined £ 6000 t 
for not delivering up those wdio, in murdering this lioary cut 
prit, were heard to say, that they w^ould handle his master 
worse, and \vould have minced his ilesh, and have had every 
one a bit of liiin. This is one more instance of the political 
cannibalism of the mob. The fate of Dr. Lambe served for 
a ballad ; and the printer and singer w^ere laid in New^gate.* 
Buckingham, it seems, for a moment conttnnplated his own 
fate in his wretched creature’s, more particularly as another 
omen obtruded itself on his attention ; for, on the very day 
of Dr. Lambe’s murder, his own portrait in tln‘ council-cham- 
ber was seen to have fallen out of its Irarne, — a circumstance 
as awful, in that age of omens, as the portrait that walked 
from its frame in the ‘^Castle of Otranto,” but j)erhaps more 
easily accounted for. On the eventful day of Dr. Lambe’s 
being torn to pieces by the mob, a circtimstance occurred to 
Buckingham, somewhat remarkable to sliow the sjurit of the 
times. The king and the duke w'ero in the Spring Oardens, 

This was afterwards reduced to the sum of K 500 marks, and was 
coUected by an assessment and fine. The old accuunt-hook'^ of the City 
companies afford many items of the monies tluia paid to the goucral fund. 
The Carpenters’ Company, for instance, have this entry in tlieir books : 
“Paid in January, 1632, for an assessment impo'sed on our Compauie, by 
reason of the death of Dr. Lambe V. li.” 

t Eushworth has preserved a burthen of one of these songs : — 

Let Charles and George do what they can, 

The duke shall die like Doctor Lambe. 

And on the assassination of the Duke,' I find two lines in a MS. 
letter ; — 

The shepherd’s struck, the sheep are lied ! 

For want of Lambe the wulf is dead ! 

There is a scarce tract entitled “ A brief Description of the notorious Life 
of John Lambe, otherwise called Dr. Lambe,” with a curious wood print 
of the mob peltmg him in the street. 
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looking on the bowlers ; the duke put on his hat ; one Wilson, 
a Scotchman, flr^t kissing the duke’s hands, snatched it off, 
saying, “ Off with your hat before the king.” Buckingham, 
not apt to restrain his quick feelings, kicked the Scotchman ; 
but the king interfering, said, “ Let him alone, George ; he is 
either mad or a fool.” “No, sir,” replied the ScotcbiAan, 
“ I am a sober man ; and if your majesty would give me leave, 
I will tell you that of this man which many know, and none 
dare speak.” This was, as a prognostic, an anticipation of 
the dagger of Felton ! 

About this time a libel was taken down from a post in 
Coleman-street by a constable and carried to the lord-mayor, 
who ordered it to be delivered to none but his majesty. Of 
this libel the manuscript letter contains the following par- 
ticulars ; — 

Wlio rules the kingdom ? The king. 

Who rules the king ? The duke. 

Who rules the duke ? The devil. 

Let the duke look to it ; for they intend shortly to use him worse than 
they did the doctor ; and if things be not shortly reformed they will work 
a reformation themselves. 

The only advice the offended king suggested was to set a 
double watch every night ! A watch at a post to prevent a 
libel being affixed to it was no prevention of libels being 
written, and the fact is, libels were now bundled and sent to 
fairs, to be read by those who would venture to read to those 
who would venture to listen ; both parties were often sent to 
prison.* It was about this time, after the sudden dissolution 
of the parliament, that popular terror showed itself in various 

* A series of these poems and songs, all remarkable for the strength of 
their expressions against Buckingham, were edited by F. W. Fairholt, 
F.S.A., for the Percy Society, and published by them in 1850. Here is a 
specimen from Sloane MS. No. 826. 

Of British beasts the Buck is king, 

His game and fame through Europe ring, 

His home exalted keepes m awe 
The lesser flocks ; his will’s a law. 

Our Ckarlemaine takes much delight 
In this great beast so fair in sight, 

With his whole heart affects the same. 

And loves too well Back-Kin^ of Game, 

When he is chased, then ’gins the sport ; 

When nigh his end, who’s sori-y for’t ? 

And when he falls the hunter’s glad, 

The hounds are flesh’d, and few are sadd 
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shapes, and the spirit which then broke out in libels by night 
was assuredly the same, which, if these political prognostics 
had been rightly construed by Charles, might have savedthe 
eventual scene of blood. But neither the king nor his 
favourite had yet been taught to respect popular feelings. 
Buckingham, after all, was guilty of* no heavy political crimes ; 
but it was his misfortune to have been a })rime minister, as 
Clarendon says, “ in a busy, querulous, froward time, when 
the people were uneasy under pretensions of reformation, with 
some petulant discourses of liberty, which their great impos- 
tors scattered among them like glasses to multiply their 
fears.” It was an age, which was preparing for a great con- 
test, where both parties committed great faults. The 
favourite did not appear odious in the eyes of the king, who 
knew his better dispositions more intimately than the popular 
party, who were crying him do^vn. And Charles attributed 
to individuals, and the great impostors,” the clamours which 
had been raised. 

But the plurality of offices showered on Buckingham ren- 
dered him still more odious to the people liad he not been 
created lord high admiral and general, he had never risked his 
character amidst the opposing elements, or before impregnable 
forts. But something more than his own towering spirit, or 
the temerity of vanity, must be alleged for his assumption of 
those 0[)posite military characters.f 

A peace of twenty years appears to have rusted the arms of 
our soldiers, and their commanders were destitute of military 
skill. The war with Spain was clamoured for ; and an expe- 
dition to Cadiz, in which the duke was reproached by the 
people for not taking the command, as they supposed from 
deficient spirit, only ended in our undisciplined soldiers under 
bad commanders getting drunk in the Spanish cellars, insomuch 

In the notes to a previous article on Buckingham in Vol. I. will be 
found an account of his offices and emoluments. An epitaph made after 
his murder thus expresses the popular sense of his position ; — 

This little grave embraces 
One Duke aud twenty places. 

f There is a picture of Buckingham, mounted on a charger by the sea- 
shore, crowded with Tritons, &c. As it reflects none of the graces or 
beauty of the original, and seems the work of some wretched apprentice 
of Bubens (perhaps Oerbier himself), these coutiadictory accoinf»animents 
increased the suspicion that the picture could not be the duke’s : it was 
not recollected generally, that the ffivourite was both admiral aud general; 
and that the duke was at once Neptune and Mars, ruling both sea and 
land. 
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thn.t not all had the power to run away. On this expedition, 
so\ne verses were handed about, which probably are now first 
printed, from a manuscript letter of the times ; a political 
pasquinade which shows the utter silliness of this “ Eidiculus 
Mus.” 

VERSES ON THE EXPEDITION TO CADIZ. 

There was a crow sat on a stone, 

He flew away — and there was none I 
There was a man that mn a race, 

"When he ran fast — he ran apace • 

There was a maid that eat an apple, 

When she eat two — she eat a couple ! 

There was an ape sat on a tree, 

When he fell down — then down fell he \ 

There was a fleet that went to Spain, 

When it returned — it came again I 

Another expedition to Eochelle, under the Eai*l of Den- 
bigh, was indeed of a more sober nature, for the earl declined 
to attack the enemy. The^national honour, among the other 
grievances of the people, had been long degraded ; not indeed 
by Buckingham himself, who personally had ever maintained, 
by his high spirit, an equality, if not a superioiflty, with France 
and Spain. It was to win back the public favour by a 
resolved and public effort, that Buckingham a second time 
was willing to pledge his fortune, his honour, and his life, into 
one daring cast, and on the dyke of Eochelle to leave his 
body, or to vindicate his aspersed name. The garrulous Ger- 
bier shall tell his bwn story, which I transcribe from his own 
hand-writing, of the mighty preparations, and the duke’s 
perfect devotion to the cause ; for among other rumours, he 
was calumniated as never having been faithful to his engage- 
ment with the protestants of Eochelle. 

“ The duke caused me to make certain works, according to 
the same model as those wherewith the Prince of Parma blew 
up, before Antwerp, the main dyke and estacado ; they were 
so mighty strong, and of that quantity of powder, and so 
closely masoned in barks, that they might have blown up the 
half of a town, I employed therein of powder, stone- 
quarries, bombs, fire-balls, chains, and iron-balls, a double 
proportion to that used by the Duke of Parma, according to 
the description left thereof.”’*^ 

“The duke’s intention to succour the Eochellers was 
manifest, as was his care to assure them of it. He com- 


This machine seems noticed in Le Mercure Frangoisj 2627, p. 803. 
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iriatidecl me to write 'and to corvey to them the secret 
advertisement thereof. The last advice I j^ave tliem from 
him contained these words, ^ Hold out but three weeks, and 
God willing I will be with you, either to overcome or to die 
there.’ The bearer of this received from my hands a liundred 
Jacobuses to carry it wdth speed cand safety.” The duke 
had disbursed threescore thousand pounds of his money upon 
the fleet ; and lost his life ere he could get aboard. Nothing 
but death had hindered him or frustrateel his design, of which 
I am confident by another very remarkable passage. The 
duke, a little before his departure from York House, being 
alone with me in his garden, and giving me his last commands 
for my journey towards Italy and Spain, one Mr. Wigmore, a 
gentleman of his, coming to us, presented to his lordship a 
paper, said to have come from the prophesying Lady JDavers^^ 
foretelling that he should end his life that mouth ; besides, he 
had received a letter from a very considerable hand, persuad- 
ing him to let some other person be sent on that expedition 
to command in his place ; on which occasion the duke made 
this expression to me : ‘ Gerbier, if God please, I will go, and 
be the first man who shall set his foot upon the dyke before 
Bochel to die, or do the work, whereby the world shall see the 
reality of our intentions for the relief of that ]>laoe,’ He 
had before told mo the same in his closet, after he lual signed 
certain despatches of my letters of credence lo tlie Duke of 
Lorraine and Savoy, to whom I was sent lo know what 
diversion they could make in favour of the king, in case the 
peace with Spain should iiot take. His majesty spake to me, 
on ray going towards my residency at 13 ruxelles — ‘ Gerbier, I 
do command thee to have a continual care, to press the In- 
fanta and the Spanish ministers there, for the restitution of 
the Palatinate ; for I am obliged in conscience, in honour, 
and in maxim of state, to stir all the powers of the world, 
rather than to fail to try to the uttermost to compass this 
business.’ ” 

In the week of that expedition, the king took ‘‘ George ” 
with him in his coach to view the ships at Deptford on their 

* Gerbier, a foreigner, scarcely ever writes an English name correctly, 
while his ortliography is not always intelligible. He means here Lady 
Davies, an extraordinary character and supposed prophetess. This Cas- 
sandra hit the time in her dark predictions, and was more persuaded than 
ever that she was a prophetess ! See a remarkable anecdote of her in a 
preceding article, “Of Anagrams.” 
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departure for Eoclielle, when he said to the duke, “ George, 
there are some that wish both these and thou mightest perish 
together ; but care not for them ; we will both perish together, 
if thou doest !” 

A few days before the duke went on his last expedition, he 
gave a farewell masque and supper at York-house to their 
majesties. In the masque the duke appeared followed by Envy, 
with many open-mouthed dogs, which were to represent the 
barkings of the people, while next came Fame and Truth ; 
and the court allegory expressed the king’s sentiment and the 
duke’s sanguine hope. 

Thus resolutely engaged in the very cause the people had 
so much at heart, the blood Buckingham would have sealed it 
with was shed by one of the people themselves ; the enter- 
prise, designed to retrieve the national honour, long tarnished, 
was prevented ; and the Protestant cause suffered by one who 
imagined himself to be, and was blest by nearly the whole 
nation as, a patriot ! Such are the effects of the exaggerations 
of popular delusion. 

I find the following epitaph on Buckingham in a manuscript 
letter of the times. Its condensed bitterness of spirit gives 
the popular idea of his unfortunate attempts. 

THE duke’s epitaph. 

If idle trav’llers ask who Heth here, 

Let the duke’s tomb this for inscription bear; 

Paint Gales and Rhe, make French and Spanish laugh ; 

Mix England’s shame — and there’s his epitaph ! 

, Before his last fatal expedition, among the many libels 
which abounded, I have discovered a manuscript satire, 
entitled “ Khodomontados.”* The thoughtless minister is 
made to exult in his power over the giddy-headed multitude. 
Buckingham speaks in his own person ; and we have here 
preserved those false rumours and those aggravated feelings 
then floating among the people : a curious instance of those 

* The correct title is **The copie of his Grace’s most excellent Roto- 
montados, sent by his servant the Lord Grimes, in answer to the Lower 
House of Parliament, 1628.” It is preserved in the Sloane MS. No. 826 
(British Museum), and begins thus : — 

Avaunt you giddy-headed multitude 
And do your worst of spite ; I never sued 
To gain your votes, though well I know your ends 
To ruin me, my fortune, and my friends. 
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heaped up calumnies which are often so heavily laid on 
head of a prime minister, no favourite with the people. 

’Tis not your threats shall take me from the king ! — 

Nor questioning my couiifeels and commands, 
liow with the hunmn <»f tlje state it stands ; 

That I lost lilic, and ^^ith such loss of men, 

As scarcely time can e’er repair again ; 

Shall aught atfiight me ; or the care to see 
The narrow seas from Dunkirk clear and free ; 

Or that you can enloice the king believe, 

I from the pirates a third share receive ; 

Or that I coriespond with foreign states 
(Whether the king’s foes or confederale^) 

To plot the ruin of the king and state, 

As erst you thought of the Palatinate ; 

Or that tive hundred thousand pounds doth lie 
In the Venice bank to help Spain’s majesty ; 

Or that three hundred thousand more doth rest 
In Dunkirk, fur the aich-duehess to contest 
With England, whene’er occasion offers; 

Or that by i'a}une I till up my coffers ; 

Nor that an office in church, state, or court, 

Is freely given, but they must pay me for’t. 

Nor shall you ever piove I had a hand 
lu poisoning of the monarch of this land, 

Or the like hand by poisoning to intox 
Southampton, Oxford, Hamilton, Lennox. 

Nor shall you ever prove by magic charms, 

I wrought the king’s afteetioii or his harms. 

Nor fear I if ten Vitiys now wore here, 

Since I have tin ice ten Kavilliacs as near. 

My power shall be unbounded in each thing, 

If once I use these words, “I and the king.” 

Seem wise, and cease then to perturb tlie realm, 

Or strive with him that sits and guides the helm. 

I know your reading will inform you soon, 

What creatuies they were, that barkt against the moon. 
I’ll give you better counsel as a friend : 

Cobblers their latchets ought not to transcend ; 

Meddle with common matters, common wrongs ; 

To the House of Commons common things belongs. 

Leave him the oar that best knows how to row, 

And state to him that best the state doth know. 

If I by industry, deep reach, or grace, 

Am noiy arriv’d at this or that great place, 

Must I, to please your inconsidei ate rage, 

Throw dowm mine honours? Will nought else assuage 
Your furious wisdoms? True shall the verse be y^et— 
There’s no less wit required to keep, than get. 

Though Lambe be dead, Dl stand, and you shall see 
T’q nf them that can but bark at me. 
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After Buckingham’s death, Charles the First cherished 
his memory as warmly as his life, advanced his friends, and 
designed to raise a magniticent monument to his memory 
and if any one accused the duke, the king always imputed 
the fault to himself. The king said, “ Let not the duke’s 
enemies seek to catch at any of his offices, for they will find 
themselves deceived.” Charles called Buckingham “his 
martyr !” and often said the world was much mistaken in the 
duke’s character; for it was commonly thought the duke 
ruled his majesty ; but it was much the contrary, having been 
his most faithful and obedient servant in all things, as the 
king said he would make sensibly appear to the world. 
Indeed, after the death of Buckingham, Charles showed him- 
self extremely active in business. Lord Dorchester wrote — 
“ The death of Buckingham causes no changes ; the king 
holds in his own hands the total direction, leaving the exe- 
cutory part to every man within the compass of his charge.”t 
This is one proof, among many, that Charles the First was 
not the puppet-king of Buckingham, as modern historians 
have imagined. 


FELTON, THE POLITICAL ASSASSIN. 

Felton, the assassin of the Duke of Buckingham, by the 
growing republican party was hailed as a Brutus, rising, in 
the style of a patriotic bard, 

Refulgent from the stroke. — A kensidb. 

Gibbon has thrown a shade of suspicion even over Brutus’s 
“ god-like stroke,” as Pope has exalted it. In Felton, a man 
acting from mixed and confused motives, the political martyr 
is entirely lost in the contrite penitent ; he was, however, 
considered in his own day as a being almost beyond humanity. 
Mrs. Macaulay has called him a “lunatic,” because the duke 
had not been assassinated on the right principle. His motives 
appeared even inconceivable to his contemporaries ; for Sir 

* The duke was hurled among the royal personages in Henry the Seventh’s 
chapel. His heart was placed in a monument erected in Portsmouth church, 
which, greatly in contravention of religious decorum, usurped the place 
of the altar-piece,” until a few years since, when it was very properly 
removed to one of the side aisles. 

t Sloane MSS. 4178, letter 519. 
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Henry Wotton, who has written a Life of the Duke of Buck- 
ino'hain, observes, that “ what ina^’' liave been the immediate 
or greatest motive of that felonious concej)tion (the duke’s 
assassination) is even yet in the clouds.” Alter ascertaining 
that it was not private revenge, lie seems to conedude that it 
was Dr. Eglisham’s furious “ libel,” and the “remonstrance” 
of the parliament, which, having made the duke “ one of the 
foulest monsters on earth,” worked on the dark imagination 
of Felton. 

From Felton’s memorable example, and some similar ones, 
one observation occurs worth the notice of every minister of 
state who dares the popular odium he has raised. Such a 
minister will always bo in present danger of a violent ter- 
mination to his career ; lor however he may be convinced 
that there is not political virtue enough in a whole people to 
afford “the god-like stroke,” he will always have to dread 
tlie arm of some melancholy enthusiast, whose mind, secretly 
agitated by the public indignation, directs itself solely on him. 
It was some time after having written this reflection, that I 
discovered the following notice of the Duke of Buckingham 
ill the unpublished Life of Sir Symoiuls D’Ewes. “Some of 
his friends had advised him how generally he was hated in 
England, and how needlul it would be for liis greater safety 
to wear some coat of mail, or some other secret defensive 
armour, which the duke slighting, said, ‘ It needs not ; there 
arc no lloman spirits left.’ 

All account of the contemporary feelings wliich sympa- 
thised with Felton, and almost sanctioned the assassin’s 
deed, I gather from the MS. letters of the times. The public 
mind, through a long state of discontent, had been prepared 
for, and not without an obscure expectation of, the mortal 
end of Buckingham. It is certain the duke received many 
warnings which he despised. The assassination kindled a 
tumult of joy throughout the nation, and a state-libel was 
written in strong characters in the faces of the people. t The 
passage of Felton to London, after the assassination, seemed 
a triumph. Now pitied, and now blessed, mothers held up 

Harl. MSS. 6f6. 

t One of the poems -written at the time begins : — 

The Duke is dead ! — and we are rid of strife 
By Felton’s hand that took away his life. 

Another declares of his assassin : — 

He shall sit next to Brutus t 
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their children to behold the saviour of the country ; and an 
old woman exclaimed, as Felton passed her, with a scriptural 
allusion to his short stature, and the mightiness of Bucking- 
ham, ‘‘Grod bless thee, little David!” Felton was nearly 
sainted before he reached the metropolis. His health was 
the reigning toast among the republicans. A character, 
somewhat remarkable, Alexander Gill (usher under his father. 
Dr. Gill, master of St. Paul’s school), who was the tutor of 
Milton, and his dear friend afterwards, and perhaps from 
whose impressions in early life Milton derived his vehement 
hatred of Charles, was committed by the Star-chamber, 
heavily fined, and sentenced to lose his ears,’*' on three charges, 
one of which arose from drinking a health to Felton. At 
Trinity College Gill said that the king was fitter to stand in 
a Cheapside' shop, with an apron before him, and say. What 
lacJc ye ? than to govern a kingdom ; that the duke was gone 
down to hell to see king James ; and drinking a health to 
Felton, added he was sorry Felton had deprived him of the 
honour of doing that brave act.f In the taste of that day, 
they contrived a political anagram of his name, to express the 
immovable self-devotion he showed after the assassination, 
never attempting to escape ; and John Felton, for the nonce, 
was made to read, 

"Nohl file not! 

But while Felton’s name was echoing through the king- 
dom, our new Brutus was at this moment exhibiting a piteous 
spectacle of remorse; so different often is the real person 
himself from the ideal personage of the public. The assas- 
sination, with him, was a sort of theoretical one, depending, 
as we shall show, on four propositions ; so that when the 
king’s attorney, as the attorney-general was then called, had 
furnished the unhappy criminal with an unexpected argument, 
which appeared to him to have overturned his, he declared 
that he had been in a mistake ; and lamenting that he had 
not been aware of it before, from that instant his conscientious 
spirit sunk into despair. In the open court he stretched out 
his arm, offering it as the offending instrument to be first cut 

* The fine, fixed originally at £2000, was mitigated, and the corporal 
punishment remitted, at the desire of the Bishop of London. 

f The MS. letter giving this account observes, that the words concern- 
ing his majesty were not read in open court, hut only those relating to the 
duke and Felton. 
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off ; lie requested the king’s leave to wear sackcloth about 
his loins, to sprinkle ashes on his head, to carry a halter 
aliout Ills neck, in testimony of repentance; and that he 
might sink to4he lowest point of contrition, he insisted on 
asking pardon not only of the duchess, the duke’s mother, 
hut even of the duke’s scullion-hoy ; and a man naturally 
brave was seen always shedding tears, so that no one could 
have imagined that Felton had been “ a stout soldier.” These 
particulars were given by one of the divines who attended 
him, to the writer of the MS. letter.''^' 

The character ol‘ Felton must not, however, be conceived 
from this agonising scene of contrition. Of melancholy and 
retired habits, and one of those thousand officers who had 
incurred disappointments, both in promotion and in arrears of 
pay, j'rom the careless duke, he felt, perhaps, although he denied 
it, a degree of personal animosity towards him. A solitary 
man who conceives himself injured broods over his revenge. 
Felton once cut off a piece of his own finger, inclosing it in 
a challenge, to convince the person whom he addressed that 
he valued not endangering liis whole body, provided it afforded 
him an opportunity of vengeance.t Yet with all this, such 
was his love of truth and rigid honour, that Felton obtained 
the nickname of “ honest Jack,” one which, after the assas- 
sination, became extremely popular through the nation. The 
religious enthusiasm of the times had also deeply possessed his 
mind, and that enthusiasm, as is well known, was ol a nature 
that might easily occasion its votary to be mistaken for a 
republican. 

Clarendon mentions that in his hat he had sewed a paper, 
in .which were wx'itten a few lines of that remonstrance of 
the Commons, which appeared to hhn to sanction the act. I 
have seen a letter from Sir D. Carleton to the queen, detailing 
the particulars ; his lordship was one of tliose who saved 
Felton from the swords of the military around him, who in their 
vexation for the loss of their general the duke, which they con- 
sidered to be the end of the war, and their ruin, would have 

* Clarendon notices that Felton was “ of a gentleman’s family in Suffolk, 
of good fortune and reputation.” I find that during his confinement, the 
Earl and Countess of Arundel, and Lord Maltravers, their son, “he being* 
of their blood,” says the letter- writer, continually visited him, gave many 
proofs of their friendship, and brought his “winding-sheet,” for ^ the 
last they attempted to save him from being hung in chains ; they did not 
succeed. 

+ Ilushwoi*th, vol. i. 638. 
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avenged themselves. But though Felton, in conversation with 
Sir D. Carleton, confessed that by reading the remonstrance 
of the parliament it came into his head, that in committing 
the act of killing the duke he should do liis country a great 
good service ; yet the paper sewed in his hat, thinking he 
might have fallen a victim in the attempt, was different from 
that described by Clarendon, and is thus preserved in this 
letter to the queen by Sir D. Carleton. “ If I be slain, let no 
man condemn me, but rather condemn himself. Our hearts 
are hardened, and become senseless, or else he had not gone 
so long unpunished.* He is unworthy the name of a gen- 
tleman or soldier, in my opinion, that is afraid to sacrifice 
his life for the honour of God, his king, and country. JoH^r 
FELTOK^t 

Felton’s mind had however previously passed through a 
more evangelical process : four theological propositions struck 
the knife into the heart of the minister. The conscientious 
assassin, however, accompanied the fatal blow with a prayer 
to Heaven, to have mercy on the soul of the victim ; and 
never was a man murdered with more gospel than the duke. 
The following curious document I have discovered in the 
MS. letter. 

Propositions found in Felton’s trunk, at the time he slew 
the duke. 

“I. There is no alliance nearer to any one than his country. 

“ Except his God and his own soul, said the divines. 

“ 2. The safety of the people is the chiefcst law. 

Hext to the law of God, said these divines, 

“3. No law is more sacred than the safety and welfare of 
the commonwealth. 

“ Only God’s law is more sacred, said the divines. 

The original reads “ It is for our sins our hearts are hardened.” 

Lansdowne MSS. No. 203, f. 147. The original paper above described 
was in the possession of tlie late William Upcott ; he had it from Lady 
Evelyn, who found it among John Evelyn’s papers at Wotton, in Surrey. 
Evelyn married the daughter of Sir Eichard Browne, who had married 
the only daughter of Sir Edward Nicholas, Secretary of State, and one of 
the persons before whom Felton was examined at Portsmouth. The words 
on this remarkable paper differ from the transcripts just given, and are 
exactly these ; — “ That man is cowardly, base, and deserveth not the name 
of a gentleman or souldier, that is not willinge to sacrifice his life for the 
honor of his ^od, his Ivinge, and his countrie. Lett noe man commend me 
for doinge of it, but rather discommend themselves as the cause of it,*' or 
if Gf'od had not taken away our hearts for our: siunes, he would not haveg one 
so longe unpunished.” 
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4. God himself hath enacted this law, that all things that 
are for the good profit and benefit of the commonwealth 
should be lawful. 

“ The divines said, We must not do evil that good may 
come thereon.” 

The gradual rise in these extraor^nary propositions, with 
the last sweeping one, which includes everything lawless as 
lawful for the common weal, was at least but feebly parried 
by the temperate divines, who, vvhile they were so reasonably 
referring everything to God, wanted the vulgar curiosity to 
inquire, or the philosophical discernment to discover, that 
Pelton’s imagination w^as driving everything at the duke. 
Could they imagine that these w^ere but subtle cobwebs, spun 
by a closet speculation on human affairs ? In those troubled 
times did they not give a thought to the real object of these 
inquirives ? 0 / did - they not care what befel a minion of the 
state P 

There is one bright passage in the history of this unhappy 
man, wlio, when broken down in spirits, firmly asserted the 
rights of a llriton ; and even the name of John Felton may 
iill a date in the annals of our constitutional freedom. 

Felton was menaced with torture. Kushworth has noticed 
the fact, and given some imperlect notes of his speech, when 
threatened to be racked ; but the following is not only more 
ample, but more important in its essential ])articulars. When 
Lord Dorset told him (says the MS. letter) ‘"INlr. Felton, it 
is the king’s pleasure that you should be put to the torture, 
to make you confess your accomplices, and therefore prepare 
yourself for the rack:” — Felton answered, ‘‘My lord, Ido 
not believe that it is the king’s pleasure, for he is a just and 
a gracious prince, and will not have his subjects tortured 
aqainst law. I do affirm upon my salvation that my purpose 
was not known to any man living ; hut if it be his majesty’s 
pleasure, I am ready to suffer whatever his majesty will have 
infficted upon me. Yet this I must tell you, by the way, that 
if I be put upon the rack, I wdll accuse you, my lord of 
Dorset, aird none but yourself.” * This firm and sensible 
speech silenced them. A council was held ; the judges were 
consulted ; and on this occasion they came to a very unex- 
pected decision, that “ Felton ought not to be tortured by 
the rack, for no such punishment is known or allowed by our 


Harl, MSS. 7000. J. Mead to Sir Matt. Stuteville, Sept. 27, 1628. 
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law.” Thus the judges condemned what the government had 
constantly practised. Blackstone yields a fraternal enlogium 
to the honour of the judges on this occasion ; but Hume more 
philosophically discovers the cause of this sudden tenderness. 

So much more exact reasoners, with regard to law, had they 
become from the jealous scruples of the house of Commons ^ 
An argument which may be strengthened from cases which 
are unknown to the writers of our history. Not two years 
before the present one, a Captain Brodeman, one who had dis- 
tinguished himself among the “bold speakers” concerning 
the king and the duke, had been sent to the Tower, and was 
reported to have expired on the rack ; the death seems doubt- 
ful, but the fact of his having been racked is repeated in the 
MS. letters of the times. The rack has been more frequently 
used as a state engine than has reached the knowledge of our 
historians : secret have been the deadly embraces of the Duke 
of Exeter’s daughter.* It was only by an original journal of 
the transactions in the Tower that Burnet discovered the 
racking of Anne Askew, a narrative of horror! James the 
First incidentally mentions in his account of the powder-plot 
that this rack was shown to Guy Fawkes during his examina- 
tion ; and yet under this prince, mild as his temper was, it 
had been used in a terrific manner.f Elizabeth but too fre- 
quently employed this engine of arbitrary power ; once she 
had all the servants of the Duke of Norfolk tortured. I have 
seen in a MS. of the times heads of charges made against 
some members of the House of Commons in Elizabeth’s reign, 
among which is one for having written against torturing 1 
Yet Coke, the most eminent of our lawyers, extols the mercy 
of Elizabeth in the trials of Essex and Southampton, because 
she had not used torture against their accomplices or wit- 
nesses. Was it for the head of law itself, as Coke was, to 

* The rack, or brake, now” in the Tower, was introduced by the Duke 
of Exeter in the reign of Henry VI., as an auxiliary to his project of 
establishing the civil law in this country ; and in derision it was called 
his daughter. — Cowel’s Interp. voc, Rack, 

t This remarkable document is preserved by Dalrymple : it is an in- 
dorsement in the handwriting of Secretary Winwood, respecting the 
examination of Peacham — a record whose graduated horrors might have 
charmed the speculative cruelty of a Domitian or a Nero. “ Upon these 
interrogatories, Peacham this day was examined before torture^ in torture^ 
between torture, and after torture; notwithstanding, nothing could be 
drawn from him, he persisting still in his obstinate and insensible denials 
and former answer,” — Dalrymple’s “Memoirs and Letters of James I.” 
p. 58. 
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extol the mercy of the sovereign for not violating the laws, 
ibr not punishing the subject by an illegal act ? The truth 
is, lawyers are rai^ely philosophers ; the histoiy of the heart, 
read only in statutes and law cases, pi'esents the worst side of 
human nature : the}’' are apt to consider men as wild beasts ; 
and they liave never spoken with any great abhorrence of 
what they so erroneously considered a means of obtaining 
confession. Long after these times, Sir Greorge Mackenzie, 
a great lawyer in the reign of James the Second, used tortm^e 
in Scotland. We have seen how the manly spirit of Felton, 
and the scruples of the Commons, wrenched the hidden law 
from judges who had hitherto been too silent ; and produced 
that unexpected avowal, which condemned all their former 
practices. But it was reserved for better times, when philo- 
sophy combining with law, enabled the genius of Blackstone 
to quote with admiration the exquisite ridicule of torture by 
Becearia. 

On a rumour that Felton was condemned to suffer torture, 
an edusion of poetry, tlic ardent breathings of a pure and 
youthful spirit, was addressed to the supposed political martyr, 
by Zouch Townley,'^ of the ancient family of the Townleys in 
Lancashire, to whose last descendant the nation owes the first 
public collection of ancient art.f 

The poem I transcribe from a MS. copy of the time ; it 
appears only to have circulated in that secret form, for the 
writer being summoned to the Star-chamber, and not willing 
to have any such poem addressed to himself, escaped to the 
Hague. 

To HIS CONFINED PIITEND, Mil. Jo. F ELTON. 

Enjoy thy bondage, make thy prisoa know 
Thou hast a liberty, thou can&t not owe 
To those base punishments ; keep’t entire, since 
Nothing but guilt shackles the conscience. • 

I dare not tempt thy valiant blood to whey, 

Enfeebling it to pity ; nor dare pray 


* Z. Townley, in 1624, made the Laiin oration in memory of Camden, 
reprinted by Dr. Thomas Smith at the end of “ Camden’s Life.” — Wood’s 
Fasti.” I find his name also among the verses addi'essed to Ben Jonson 
prefixed to his works. 

t The allusion here is to Charles Townley, Esq., w'hose noble collection 
of antique marbles now enrich our British Museum. He was bom 1737, 
and died January 3, 1805. The collection was purchased by a national 
grant of 28,200L ; and a baildin:: being expressly erected for them, in 
connexion with Montague House, lIicii converted into a national museum, 
was opened to the public in 1808. 
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Thy act may mercy finde, least thy jrreat story 
Lose somewhat of its miracle and glory. 

I wish thy merit, laboured cruelty; 

Stout vengeance best befits thy memory. 

For I would have posterity to hear, 

He that can bravely do, can bravely bear. 

Tortures may seem great in a coward’s eye; 

It’s no great thing to suffer, less to die. 

Should all the clouds fall out, and in that stiife, 

Lightning and thunder send to take my life, 

I would applaud the wisdom of my fate, 

Which knew to value me at such a rate, 

As at my fall to trouble all the sky. 

Emptying upon me Jove’s full armoury. 

Serve in your sharpest mischiefs; use your rack, 

Enlarge each joint, and make each sinew crack ; 

Thy soul before w'as straitened ; thank thy doom, 

To show her virtue she hath larger room. 

Yet sure if every artery were broke, 

Thou wouldst find strength for such another stroke. 

And now I leave thee unto Death and Fame, 

Which lives to shake Ambition with thy name ; 

And if it weie not sin, the court by it 
Should hourly swear before the favourite. 

Farewell ! for thy brave sake wc shall not send 
Henceforth commanders, enemies to defend ; 

Nor will it ever our just monarch please, 

To keep an admiral to lose our seas. 

Farewell ! undaunted stand, and joy to be 
Of public service the epitome. 

Let the duke’s name solace and crown thy thrall ; 

All we by him did sufier, thou for all ! 

And I dare boldly write, as thou dar’st die. 

Stout Felton, England’s raiisou}, here doth lie !* 

This is to be a great poet. Felton, who was celebrated in 
such elevated strains, was, at that moment, not the patriot 
but the penitent. In political history it frequently occurs 
that the man who accidentally has effectuated the purpose of 
a party, is immediately invested by them with all their fa- 
vourite virtues ; but in reality having acted from motives 
originally insignificant and obscure, his character may he 
quite tlie reverse they have made him ; and such was that of 
our honest Jack.” Had Townley had a more intimate ac- 
quaintance with his Brutus, we might have lost a noble poem 
on a noble subject. 

* This poem has been collated afresh from the original in the Sloane MS. 
No. 603. It concludes with the four lines forming the duke’s epitaph, as 
printed in p. 369. 
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JOHNSON’S HINTS FOR THE LIFE OF POPE. 

I SHALL preserve a literary curiosity, which perhaps is the 
only one of its kind. It is an original memorandum of Dr. 
Johnson’s, of hints for the Life of Pope, written clown, as 
they were suggested to his mind, in the course of his re- 
searches. The lines in Italics Johnson had scratched with 
red ink, probably after having made use of them. These 
notes should be compared with the Life itself. The youthful 
student will find some use, and tlie curious be gratified, in 
discovering the gradual labours of research and observation, 
and that art of seizing on those general conceptions which 
afterwards are developed by meditation and illustrated • by 
genius. I once thought of accompanying these hmts by the 
amplified and finished passages derived from them ; but this 
is an amusement which the reader can contrive for himself. 
I have extracted the most material notes. 

This fragment is a companion-piece to the engraved fac- 
simile of a page of Pope’s Homer, in this volume. 

That fac-simile, a minutely perfect copy of the manuscript, 
was not given to show the autograph of Pope, — a practice 
which has since so generally prevailed, — but to exhibit to the 
eye of the student the fervour and the diligence rcquii ed in 
every work of genius. This could only be done by showing 
the state of the manuscript itself, with all its erasures, and 
even its half-formed lines ; nor could this effect be produced 
by giving only some of the corrections, which Johnson had 
already, in printed characters. My notion has been approved 
of, because it was comprehended by writers of genius : yet 
this fac-simile has been considered as nothing more than an 
autograph by those literary blockheads, who, without taste 
and imagination, intruding into the province of literature, 
find themselves as awkward as a once popular divine, in bis 
^‘Christian Life,” assures us certain sinners would in para- 
dise, — like “pigs in a drawing-room.” 

POPE. 

Nothing occasional. No haste. No rivals. No compulsion. 

Practised only one form of verse. Facility from use. 

Emulated former pieces. Cooper’s -hill. Dryden’s ode. 

Affected to disdain flattery. Not hapj^y in his selection of patrons, 
Vohhwni, Bolinghrohe* 


He has added in the Life the name of Burlington, 
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ember's abuse will be better to Mm than a dose of hartshorn. 

Poems long delayed. 

Satire and praise late, alluding to sometliing past. 

He had always some poetical plan in his head,* 

Echo to the sense. 

Would not constrain himself too much. 

Felicities of language. Watts. + 

Luxury of language. 

Motives to study; want of healthy want of money; helps to study; some 
small patrimony. 

Prudent and frugal; pint of wine. 

LETTEES. 

Amiable disposition — ^but he gives his own character. Elaborate. Thinh 
what to say — say what one thinks. Letter on sickness to Steele. 

On Solitude. Ostentatious benevolence. Professions of sincerity. 

Neglect of fame. Indifference about everything. 

Sometimes gay and airy^ sometimes sober and grave. 

Too proud of living among the great. Probably forward to make ac- 
quaintance. No literary man ever talked so much of his fortune. 
Grotto. Importance. Post-office, letters open. 

Cant of despising the world. 

Affectation of despising poetry. 

His easiness about the critics. 

Something of foppery. 

His letters to the ladies — pretty. 

Abuse of Scripture — not all early. 

Thoughts in his letters that are elsewhere. 

ESSAY ON MAN. 

Ramsay missed the fall of man. 

Others the immortality of the soul. Address to our Saviour, 

Excluded by Berkeley, 

Bolingbroke' s notions not understood. 

Scale of Being turn it in prose. 

Part and not the whole always said. 

Conversation with Bol. R. 220.J 
Bol. meant ill. Pope well. 

Crousaz. Resnel. Warburton. 

Good sense. Luxurious — felicities of language. Wall. 

Loved labour — always poetry in his head. 

Extreme sensibility. Ill-health, headaches. 

He never laughed. 

No conversation. 

No writings against Swift. 

* In the Life, .Tohnson gives Swift’s complaint that Pope was never at 
leisure for conversation, because he had always some poetical scheme in 
his head. 

f Johnson, in the Life, has given Watts’ opinion of Pope’s poetical 
diction. 

t Ruff head’s “ Life of Pope.” 
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Parasitical epithets. Six lines of Iliad.* 

He used to set doion vikat occurred of thourjhts — a line — a cowjflet. 
The humorous lines end sinner. Prunello.f 
First line made for the sound, or v. versa. 

Foul lines in Jervas. 

More notices of hooks early than late, 

PUNCIAD. 

The line on Phillips borrowed from another poem. 

Pope did not increase the difficulties of writing. 

Poetcepulorum, 


MODERN LITERATURE— BAYLE’S CRITICAL DICTIONARY 

A NEW edition of Bayle in France is an event in literary 
history which could not have been easily predicted. Every 
work which creates an epoch in literature is one of the great 
monuments of the human mind ; and Bayle may be consb 
dered as the father of literary curiosity, and of modern lite- 
rature. Much has been alleged against our author : yet let 
us be careful to preserve what is precious. Bayle is the in- 
ventor of a work which dignified a collection of facts con- 
stituting his text, by the argumentative powers and the 
copious illustrations which charm us in his diversified com- 
mentary. Conducting the humble pursuits of an A ulus Gel- 
lius and an Athenseus with a high spirit, he showed us the 
pkilosopJii/ of Boolcs^ and communicated to such limited re- 
searches a value which they had otherwise not possessed. 

This was introducing a study perfectl}’' distinct from what 
is pre-eminently distinguished as “classical learning,” and 
the subjects which had usually entei-ed into philological pur- 
suits. Aueieni# literature, iVom century to century, had con- 
stituted the sole labours of the learned j and “ varise lec- 

* In the Life Johnson says, “ Expletives he very early rejected from his 
verses ; but he now and then admits an epithet rather commodious than 
important. Each of the six first lines of the “Iliad” might lose two 
syllables with very liftle diminution of the meaning ; and sometimes, 
after all his art and labour, one verse seems to be made for the sake of 
another. 

t He has a few double rhymes, but always, I think, unsuccessfully, 
except one, in the Rape of the Lock. — “ Life of Pope.” 

Mrs, Thrale, in a note on this passage, mentions the couplet J ohnson 
meant, for she asked him : it is 

The meeting points the fatal lock dissever 
From the fair head — for ever and for ever. 
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tiones” were long their pride and their reward. Latin was 
the literary language of Europe. The vernacular idiom in 
Italy was held in such contempt that their youths were not 
suffered to read Italian books, their native productions. 
Varehi tells a curious anecdote of his father sending him to 
prison, where he was kept on bread and water, as a penance 
for his inveterate passion for reading Italian books ! Dante 
was reproached by the Italians for composing in his mother- 
tongue, still expressed by the degrading designation of il 
'oolgare^ which the “resolute” John Florio renders “ to make 
common and to translate was contemptuously called wl- 
garizzare. Petrarch rested his fame on his Latin poetry, and 
called his Italian nugellas vulgares ! With us Boger Ascham 
was the first who boldly avowed “ To speaJc as the common 
people^ to think as wise men yet, so late as the time of 
Bacon, this great man did not consider his “ Moral Essays” 
as likely to last in the moveable sands of a modern language, 
for he has anxiously had them sculptured in the marble of 
ancient Eome. Yet what had the great ancients themselves 
done, but trusted to their own vdgare ? The Greeks, the 
finest and most original writers of the ancients, observes 
Adam Ferguson, “ were unacquainted with every language 
but their own ; and if they became learned, it was only by 
studying what they themselves had produced.” 

During fourteen centuries, whatever lay out of the pale of 
classical learning was condemned as barbarism ; in the 
meanwhile, however, amidst this barbarism, another literature, 
was insensibly creating itself in Europe. Every people, in 
the gradual accessions of their vernacular genius, discovered a 
new sort of knowledge, one which more deeply interested 
their feelings and the times, reflecting the image, not of the 
Greeks and the Latins, but of themselves ! A spirit of in- 
quiry, originating in events which had never reached the an- 
cient world, and the same refined taste in the arts of compo- 
sition caught from the models of antiquity, at length raised 
up rivals, who competed with the great ancients themselves; 
and modern literature now occupies a space which appears as 
immensity, compared with the narrow and the imperfect 
limits of the ancient. A complete collection of classical 
works, all the bees of antiquity, may be hived in a glass- 
case ; but those we should find only the milk and honey of 
our youth ; to obtain the substantial nourishment of 
European knowledge, a library of ten thousand volumes will 
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not avail nor satisfy our inquiries, nor supply oiu* researches 
even on a single topic ! 

Let not, however, the votaries of ancient literature dread 
its neglect, nor be over-jealous of their younger and Gothic 
sister. The existence of their favourite study is secured, as 
well by its own imperishable claims, as by the stationary 
institutions of Europe. But one of those silent revolutions 
ill the intellectual history of mankind, which are not so ob- 
vious as those in their political state, seems now fully ac- 
complished, The very term “classical,” so long limited to 
the ancient authors, is now equally applicable to the most 
elegant writers of every literary people ; and although Latin 
and Greek were long characterised as “ the learned lan- 
guages,” yet we cannot in truth any longer concede that 
those are the most learned who are “ inter Grmcos Grsecis- 
simi, inter Latinos Latinissimi,” any more than we can reject 
from the class of “ the learned,”' those great writers, whose 
scholarship in the ancient classics may be very indifferent. 
The modern languages now have also become learned ones, 
when he who writes in them is imbued with their respective 
leai’ning. He is a “learned** writer who has embraced most 
knowledge on the particular subject of his investigation, as 
he is a “ classical” one who composes with the greatest ele- 
gance. Sir David Dalrymple dedicates his “ Memorials re- 
lating to the History of Britain’* to the Earl of Hardwicke, 
whom he styles, with equal happiness and pi'opriety, 
“Lcai'ned in British History.” “Scholarship” has hitherto 
been a term reserved for the adept in ancient literature, 
whatever may be the mediocrity of bis intellect ; but the 
honourable distinction must be extended to all great writers 
in modern literatui’e, if we would not confound the natural 
sense and propriety of things. 

Modern literature may, perhaps, still he discriminated from 
the ancient, by a term it began to be called by at the Eefor- 
mation, that of “the Learning.” Without supplanting 
the ancient, the modern must grow up witli it ; the farther 
we advance in society, it will more deeply occupy our inte- 
rests; and it has already proved what Bacon, casting his 
philosophical views retrospectively and prospectively, has ob- 
served, “that Time is the greatest of innovators,” 

When Bayle projected his “ Critical Dictionary,” he pro- 
bably had no idea that he was about effecting a revolution in 
our libraries, and founding a new province in the dominion of 
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human knowledge ; creative genius often is itself the creature 
of its own age: it is but that reaction of public opinion, 
which is generally the forerunner of some critical change, or 
which calls forth some want which sooner or later will be 
supplied. The predisposition for the various but neglected 
literature, and the curious but the scattered knowledge of 
the moderns, which had long been increasing, with the spe- 
culative turn of inquiry, prevailed in Europe when Bayle 
took his pen to give the thing itself a name and an existence. 
But the great authors of modem Europe were not conse- 
crated beings, like the ancients, and their volumes were not 
read from the chairs of universities ; yet the new interests 
which had arisen in society, the new modes of human life, 
the new spread of knowledge, the curiosity after even the 
little things which concern us, the revelations of secret his- 
tory, and the state-papers which have sometimes escaped from 
national archives, the philosophical spirit which was hasten- 
ing its steps and raising up new systems of thinking ; all 
alike required research and criticism, inquiry and discussion. 
Bayle had first studied his own age before he gave the public 
his great work. 

“ If Bayle,” says Gibbon, ‘Svrote his Dictionary to empty 
the various collections he had made, without any particular 
design, he could not have chosen a better plan.' It permitted 
him everything, and obliged him to nothing. By the double 
freedom of a dictionary and of notes, he could pitch on what 
articles he pleased, and say what he pleased in those 
articles.” 

^^Jacta est aleaV^ exclaimed Bayle, on the publication of 
his Dictionary, as yet dubious of the extraordinary enter- 
prise ; perhaps, while going on with the work, he knew not 
at times whither he was directing his course ; but we must 
think that in his own mind he counted on something which 
might have been dijfficult even for Bayle himself to have de- 
veloped. The author of the “ Critical Dictionary” had pro- 
duced a voluminous labour, which, to all appearance, could 
only rank him among compilers and reviewers, for his work is 
formed of such materials as they might use. He had never 
studied any science; he confessed that he could never de- 
monstrate the first problem in Euclid, and to his last day 
ridiculed that sort of evidence called mathematical demon- 
stration. He had but little taste for classical learning, for he 
quotes the Latin writers curiously, not elegantly ; and there 

VOL. II. 0 0 
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is reason to suspect that he had entirely neglected the Greek. 
Even the erudition of antiquity usually reached him by the 
ready medium of some German commentator. His multi- 
farious reading was chiefly confined to the writers of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. With such deficiencies 
in his literary character, Bayle could not reasonably expect to 
obtain pre-eminence in any single pursuit. Hitherto his 
writings had not extricated him from the secondary ranks of 
literature, where he found a rival at every step ; and without 
his great work, the name of Bayle at this moment had been 
buried among his controversialists, the rabid Jurieu, the 
cloudy Jacquelot, and the envious Le Clerc ; to these, indeed, 
he sacrificed too many of his valuable days, and was still an- 
swering them at the hour of his death. Such was the 
cloudj^ horizon of that bright fame which was to rise over 
Europe ! Bayle, intent on escaping from all beaten tracks, 
while the very materials he used promised no novelty, for all 
his knowledge was drawn from old books, opened an eccen- 
tric route, where at least he could encounter no parallel; 
Bayle felt that if he could not stand alone, he would only 
have been an equal by tlie side of another. Experience had 
more than once taught this mortifying lesson ; but he was 
blest with the genius which could stamp an inimitable ori-* 
ginality on a folio. 

This originality seems to have been obtained in this manner, 
The exhausted topics of classical literature he resigned as a 
province not adapted to an ambitious genius; sciences he 
rarely touched on, and hardly ever without betraying super- 
ficial knowledge, and involving himself in absurdity : but in 
the history of men, in penetrating the motives of their con- 
duct, in clearing up obscure circumstances, in detecting the 
strong and the weak parts of him whom he was trying, and 
ill the cross-examination of the numerous witnesses he sum- 
moned, he assumed at once the judge and the advocate! 
Books are for him pictures of men’s inventions, and the 
histories of their thoughts ; any book, whatever be its 
quality, must be considered as an experiment of the human 
mind. 

In controversies, in which he was so ambidextrous — in the 
progress of the human mind, in which he was so philosophical 
— furnished, too, by his hoarding curiosity with an immense 
^ accumulation of details, — skilful in the art of detecting false- 
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hoods amidst truths, and weighing probability against uncer- 
tainty — holding together the chain of argument from its 
first principles to its remotest consequence — Bayle stands 
among those masters of the human intellect who taught us 
to think, and also to unthink ! All, indeed, is a collection of 
researches and of reasonings : he had the art of melting down 
his curious quotations with his own subtile ideas. He collects 
everything ; if truths, they enter into his history ; if fictions, 
into discussions; he places the secret by the side of the 
public story; opinion is balanced against opinion: if his 
arguments grow tedious, a lucl?y anecdote or an enlivening 
tale relieves the folio page ; and knowing the infirmity of our 
nature, he picks up trivial things to amuse ns, while he is 
grasping the most abstract and ponderous. Human nature 
in her shifting scenery, and the human mind in its eccentric 
directions, open on his view ; so that an unknown person, or 
a worthless book, are equally objects for his speculation with 
the most eminent — they alike curiously instruct. Such were 
the materials, and such the genius of the man, whose folios, 
which seem destined for the retired few, lie open on our par- 
lour tables. The men of genius of his age studied them for 
instruction, the men of the world for their amusement. Amidst 
the mass of facts which he has collected, and the enlarged 
views of human nature which his philosophical spirit has com- 
bined with his researches, Bayle may be called the Shakspeare 
of dictionary makers ; a sort of chimerical being, whose exist- 
ence was not imagined to be possible before the time of 
Bayle. 

But his errors are voluminous as his genius ! and what do 
apologies avail ? Apologies only account for the evil which 
they cannot alter ! 

Bayle is reproached for carrying his speculations too far 
into the wilds of scepticism — he wrote in distempered times ; 
he was witnessing the dragonades and the revocations of the 
Itomish church ; and he lived amidst the Eeformed, or the 
French prophets, as we called them when they came over to 
us, and in whom Sir Isaac Hewton more than half believed. 
These testify that they had heard angels singing in the air, 
while our philosopher was convinced that he was living among 
men for whom no angel would sing I Bayle had left perse- 
cutors to fly to fanatics, both equally appealing to the Gospel, 
but alike untouched by its blessedness I His impurities were 

c c 2 
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a taste inhoriteil from his favourite old writers, whose naivete 
seemed to sport with the grossness which it touched, and 
neither in France nor at home had tlie age then attained 
to our moral delicacy’' : Bayle himself was a man without 
passions ! His trivial matters were an author’s compliance 
with his bookseller’s taste, which is always that of the 
public. His scepticism is said to have thrown everything 
into disorder. Is it a more poMtive evil to doubt than 
to dogmatise ? Even Aristotle often pauses with a qualified 
jperhajps^ and the egotist Cicero with a modest it seems to me. 
Baylc’s scepticism has been useful in history, and has often 
shown how facts universally believed are doubtful, and some- 
times must be false. Ba^ le, it is said, is perpetually contra- 
dicting himself; but a sceptic must doubt his doubts; he 
places the antidote close to the poison, and lays the sheath 
hy the swmrd. Bayle has himself described one of those 
self-tormenting and many-headed sceptics by a very noble 
iigure, ‘‘ He was a hydra who was perpetually tearing him- 
self.” 

The time has now come when Bayle may instruct without 
danger. We have passed the ordeals he had to go through ; 
we must now consider him as the historian of our thoughts 
as well as of our actions ; he dispenses the literary stores of 
the moderns, in that vast repository of their wisdom and 
their follies, which, by its originality of design, has made him 
an author common to^all Europe. Nowhere shall we find a 
rival for Bayle ! and hardly even an imittitor ! lie compared 
himself, for his power of raising u]), or disj)elling objections 
and doubts, to “ the cloud-compelling; Jove.” The great 
lioibnitz, who washnnself a lover of his vaeia enuHtio, applied 
a line of Yirgil to Bayle, characterising Jiis luminous and 
elevated genius : — 

Bnb pedibusque videt nubes et sidera Daphnis. 

Beneath Ins feet he views the clouds and stars ! 


CHABAGTERISTICS OF BAYLE. 

To know Bayle as a man, we must not study him in the folio 
Life of Bes Maizeaux, whose laborious pencil, without colour 
and without expression, loses, in its indistinctness, the indivi- 
dualising strokes of the portrait. Look for Bayle in his 
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Letters,” those true chronicles of a literary man, when they 
record his own pursuits. 

The personal character of Bayle was unblemished even by 
calumny; his executor, Basnage, never could mention him 
without tears ! With simplicity which approached to an in- 
fantine nature, but with the fortitude of a stoic, our literary 
philosopher, from his earliest days, dedicated himself to 
literature ; the great sacrifice consisted of those two main 
objects of human pursuits, fortune and a family. Many an 
ascetic, who has headed an order, has not so religiously ab- 
stained from all worldly interests ; yet let us not imagine 
that there was a sullenness in his stoicism, — an icy misan- 
thropy, which shuts up the heart from its ebb and flow. 
His domestic aflections through life were fervid. When his 
mother desired to receive his portrait, he opened for her a 
picture of his heart ! Early in life the mind of Bayle was 
strengthening itself by a philosophical resignation to all 
human events ! 

“ I am indeed of a disposition neither to fear bad fortune 
nor to have very ardent desires for good. Yet 1 lose this 
steadiness and indifference when I reflect that your love to 
me makes you feel for everything that happens to me. It is 
therefore from the consideration that my misfortunes would 
be a torment to you, that 1 wish to be happy ; and when I 
think that my happiness would be all 3 "our joy, I should 
lament that my bad fortupe should continue to persecute me ; 
though, as to my own particular interest, I dare promise to 
myself that I shall never be very much affected by it.” 

An instance occurred of those social affections in which a 
stoic is sometimes supposed to be deficient, which might have 
afforded a beautiful illustration to one of our most elegant 
poets. The remembrance of the happy moments which Bayle 
spent when young on the borders of the river Auriege, a 
short distance from his native town of Carlat, where he had 
been sent to recover from a fever occasioned by an excessive 
indulgence in reading, induced him many j^ears afterwards to 
devote an article to it in his Critical Dictionary,” for the 
sake of quoting the poet who had celebrated this obscure 
river. It was a “ Pleasure of Memory !” a tender association 
of domestic feeling ! 

The first step which Bayle took in life is remarkable. He 
changed his religion and became a catholic. A year after- 
wards he returned to the creed of his fathers. Posterity 
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might not have known the story, had it not been recorded in 
his Diary. The circumstance is thus curiously stated : — 

bayle’s diary. 

Teal’S of the Tears 

Christian. of my 

iB3ra. a"e. 

1669. Tues., Mar. 19. 22. I changed my religion — next day I resumed 

the study of logic. 

1670. Aug. 20. 23. I returned to tlie reformed religion, and 

made a private abjuration of the llomish. 

religion, in the hands of four ministers. 

His brother was one of these ministers ; while a catholic, 
Bayle had attempted to convert him, by a letter long enough 
to evince his sincerity; but without his subscription we 
should not have ascribed it to Bayle. 

For this vacillation in his religion has Bayle endured 
bitter censure. Gibbon, who himself changed his about the 
same “ year of his age,” and for as short a period, sarcasti- 
cally observes of the first entry, that Bayle should have 
finished his logic before he changed his religion.” It may be 
retorted, that when he had learnt to reason, he renounced 
Catholicism. The true fact is, that when Bayle had only 
studied a few months at college, some books of controversial 
divinity by the catholics offered many a specious argument 
against the reformed doctrines. A young siiuleut \v as easily 
entangled in the nets of the Jesuits. But their passive obe- 
dience, and their transuhstantiation, and other stuff woven in 
their looms, soon enabled such a man as Bayle to recover his 
senses. The promises and the caresses of the wily Jesuits 
were rejected; and the gush of tears of the brothers, on his 
return to the religion of his fathers, is one of the most 
pathetic incidents of domestic life. 

Bayle was willing to become an expatriated man ; to study, 
from the love of study, in poverty and honour ! It happens 
sometimes that great men are criminated for their noblest 
deeds by both parties. 

When his great work appeared, the adversaries of Bayle 
reproached him with haste, while the author expressed his 
astonishment at his slowness. At first, The Critical 
Dictionary,” consisting only of two folios, was finished 
in little more than four years ; but in the life of Bayle 
this was equivalent to a treble amount with men of ordi- 
nary" application. Bayle even calculated the time of his 
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headaches : “ My megrims would have left me had it been in 
my power to have lived without study ; by them I lose many 
days in every month.” The fact is, that Bayle had entirely 
given up every sort of recreation except that delicious inebria- 
tion of his faculties, as we may term it for those who know 
what it is, which he drew from his books. We have his 
avowal : “ Public amusements, games, country jaunts, morning 
visits, and other recreations necessary to many students, as 
they tell us, were none of my business. I wasted no time on 
them, nor in any domestic cares, — never soliciting for prefer- 
ment, nor busied in any other way. I have been happily 
delivered from many occupations which were not suitable to 
my humour ; and I have enjoyed the greatest and the most 
charming leisure that a man of letters could desire. By such 
means an author makes a great progress in a few years.” 

Bayle, at Rotterdam, was appointed to a professorship of 
philosophy and history ; the salary was a competence to his 
frugal life, and enabled him to publish his celebrated Review, 
which he dedicates ‘‘ to the glory of the city,” for ilia nohis 
JicBc otia fecit. 

After this grateful acknowledgment, he was unexpectedly 
deprived of the professorship. The secret history is curious. 
After a tedious war, some one amused the world by a chime- 
rical “ Project of Peace,” which was much against the wishes 
and the designs of our William the Third, Jurieu, the head 
of the Reformed party in Holland, a man of heated fancies, 
persuaded William’s party that this book was a part of a 
secret cabal in Europe, raised by Louis the Fourteenth 
against William the Third ; and accused Bayle as the author 
and promoter of this political confederacy. The magistrates, 
who were the creatures of William, dismissed Bayle without 
alleging any reason. To an ordinary philosopher it would 
have seemed hard to lose his salary because his antagonist 
was one 

Whose sword is sharper than his pen. 

Bayle only rejoiced at this emancipation, and quietly returned 
to his Dictionary. His feelings on this occasion he has him- 
self perpetuated. 

“ The sweetness and repose I find in the studies in which I 
have engaged myself, and which are my delight, will induce 
me to remain in this city, if I am allowed to continue in it, 
at least till the printing of my Dictionary is finished ; for my 
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presence is absolutely necessary in the place where it is 
printed, I am no lover of money, nor of honours, and would 
not accept of any invitation should it be made to me ; nor 
am I fond of the disputes, and cabals, and professorial snarl- 
ings which reign in all our academies : Canam mihi et 
Musis.''^ Ho was indeed so charmed by quiet and indepen- 
dence, that he was continually refusing the most magniticent 
offers of patronage, from Count Guiscard, the French ambas- 
sador; but particularly from our English nobility. The 
Earls of Shaftesbury, of Albemarle, and of Huntingdon tried 
every solicitation to win him over to reside with them as 
their friend ; and too nice a sense of honour induced Bayle 
to refuse the Duke of Shrewsbury’s gift of two hundred 
guineas for the dedication of his Dictionary. I have so 
often ridiculed dedications that I must not risk any,” was 
the reply of our philosopher. 

The only complaint which escaped from Bayle was the 
want of books ; an evil particularly felt during his writing 
the ‘‘ Critical Dictionary a work which should have been 
composed not distant from the shelves of a public library. 
Men of classical attainments, who are studying about twenty 
authors, and cbieily for their style, can form no conception of 
the state of famine to which an “helluo librorum” is too 
often reduced in the now sort of study which Bayle founded. 
Taste when once obtained may be said to be no acquiring 
faculty, and must nmain stationary; but knowledge is of 
perpetual growth, and has inlinito demands. Taste, like an 
artificial canal, winds through a beautiful country ; but its 
borders are confined, and its term is limited. Ivnowledge 
navigates tbe ocean, and is perpetually on voyages of disco- 
very. Bayle often grieves over the scarcity, or the want of 
books, by which he was compelled to leave many things un- 
certain, or to take them at second-hand ; but he lived to dis- 
cover that trusting to the reports of others was too often 
suffering the blind to lead the blind. It was this circum- 
stance which induced Bayle to declare, that some works 
cannot be written in the country, and that the metropolis 
only can supply the wants of the literary man. Plutarch has 
made a similar confession ; and the elder Pliny, who had not 
so many volumes to turn over as a modern, was sensible to 
the want of books, for he acknowledges that there was no 
book so bad by which we might not profit. 

Bayle’s peculiar vein of research and skill in discussion 
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first appeared in his “ Pensees sur la Comete.” In December, 
1680, a comet had appeared, and the public yet trembled at 
a portentous meteor, which they still imagined was connected 
with some forthcoming and terrible event ! Persons as curi- 
ous as they were terrified teased Bayle by their inquiries, but 
resisted all his arguments. They found many things more 
than arguments in his amusing volumes : “ T am not one of 
the authors by profession,” says Bayle, in giving an account 
of the method he meant to pursue, “ who follow a series of 
views; who first project their subject, then divide it into 
books and chapters, and who only choose to work on the ideas 
they have planned. I for my part give up all claims to 
authorship, and shall chain myself to no such servitude. I 
cannot meditate with much regularity on one subject ; I am 
too fond of change. I often wander from the subject, and 
jump into places of which it might be difficult to guess the 
way out ; so that I shall make a learned doctor who looks 
for method quite impatient with me.” The work is indeed 
full of curiosities and anecdotes, with many critical ones con- 
cerning history. At first it found an easy entrance into 
Prance, as a simple account of comets ; but when it was dis- 
covered that Bayle’s comet had a number of fiery tales con- 
cerning the French and the Austrians, it soon became as 
terrific as the comet itself, and w^as prohibited ! 

Bayle’s ‘‘ Critique g6n^rale de I’Histoire du Calvinisme 
par le Pere Maimbourg,” had more pleasantry than bitter- 
ness, except to the palate of the vindictive Father, who was of 
too hot a constitution to relish the delicacy of our author’s 
wit. Maimbourg stirred up all the intrigues he could rouse 
to get the Critique burnt by the hangman at Paris. The 
lieutenant of the police, De la Beynie, who was among the 
many who did not dislike to see the Father corrected by 
Bayle, delayed this execution from time to time, till there 
came a final order. This lieutenant of the police was a shrewd 
fellow, and wishing to put an odium on the bigoted Maim- 
bourg, allowed the irascible Father to write the proclamation 
himself with all the violence of an enraged author. It is a 
curious specimen of one who evidently wished to bum his 
brother with his book. In this curious proclamation, which 
has been preserved as a literary curiosity, Bayle’s ** Critique” 
is declared to be defamatory and calumnious, abounding with 
seditious forgeries, pernicious to all good subjects, and there- 
fore is condemned to be torn to pieces, and burnt at the Place 
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de Oreve, All printers and booksellers are forbidden to print, 
or to sell, or disperse tbe said abominable book, under pain 
of death ; and all other persons, of what quality or condition 
soever, are to undergo the penalty of exemplary punishment. 
De la Reynie must have smiled on submissively receiving this 
effusion from our enraged author ; and to punish Maimbourg 
in the only way he could contrive, and to do at the same time 
the greatest kindness to Bayle, whom he admired, he dispersed 
three thousand copies of this proclamation to be posted up 
through Paris ; the alarm and the curiosity were simulta- 
neous ; but the latter prevailed. Every book collector has- 
tened to procure a copy so terrifically denounced, and at the 
same time so amusing. The author of the “ Livres condamnes 
au Eeu” might have inserted this anecdote in his collection. 
It may be worth adding, that Maimbourg always affected to 
say tliat he had never read Bayle’s work, but he afterwards 
confessed to Menage, that he could not help valuing a book 
of such curiosity. Jurieu was so jealous of its success, that 
Beauval attributes his personal hatred of Bayle to our young 
philosopher overshadowing that veteran. 

The taste for literary history we owe to Bayle ; and the 
great interest he communicated to these researches spread in. 
the national tastes of Europe. France has been always the 
richest in these stores, but our acquisitions have been rapid; 
and Johnson, who delighted in them, elevated their means 
and their end, by the ethical philosophy and the spirit of 
criticism which he awoke. With Bayle, indeed, his minor 
works were the seed-plots ; but his great Dictionary opened 
the forest. 

It is curious, however, to detect the difficulties of early 
attempts, and the indifferent success wliich sometimes attends 
them in then’ first state. Bayle, to lighten the fatigue of 
correcting the second edition of his Dictionary, wrote the 
first volume of “Reponses aux Questions d’un Provincial,” a 
supposititious correspondence with a country gentleman. It 
was a work of mere literary curiosity, and of a better descrip- 
tion of miscellaneous writing than that of the prevalent 
fashion of giving thoughts and maxims, and fanciful charac- 
ters, and idle stories, which had satiated the public taste: 
however, the book was not well received. He attributes the 
public caprice to his prodigality of literary anecdotes, and 
other minutim literarice, and his frequent quotations ! but he 
defends himself with sldll ; “ It is against the nature of things 
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to pretend that in a work to prove and clear up facts, an 
author should only make use of his own thoughts, or that he 
ought to quote very seldom. Those who say that the work 
does not sufficiently interest the public, are doubtless in the 
right; but an author cannot interest the public except he 
discusses moral or political subjects. All others with which 
men of letters fill their books are useless to the public ; and 
we ought to consider them as only a kind of frothy nourish- 
ment in themselves ; but which, however, gratify the curiosity 
of many readers, according to the diversity of their tastes. 
What is there, for example, less interesting to the public than 
the BibliotMqite Choisie of Colomies (a small bibliographical 
work) ; yet is that work looked on as excellent in its kind. I 
could mention other works which are read, though containing 
nothing which interests the public.” Two years after, when 
he resumed these letters, he changed his plan; he became 
more argumentative, and more sparing of literary and histo- 
rical articles. We have now certainly obtained more decided 
notions of the nature of this species of composition, and treat 
such investigations with more skill ; still they are ‘‘ caviare 
to the general.” An accumulation of dry facts, without any 
exertion of taste or discussion, forms but the barren and ob- 
scure diligence of title-hunters. All things which come to 
the reader without having first passed through the mind, as 
well as the pen of the writer, will be still open to the fatal 
objection of insane industry raging with a depraved appetite 
for trash and cinders ; and this is the line of demarcation 
which will for ever separate a Bayle from a Prosper Marchand, 
and a Warton from a Eitson ; the one must be satisfied to be 
useful, but the other will not fail to delight. Yet something 
must be alleged in favour of those who may sometimes in- 
dulge researches too minutely; perhaps there is a point 
beyond which nothing remains but useless curiosity ; yet 
this too may be relative. The pleasure of these pursuits is 
only tasted by those who are accustomed to them, and whose 
employments are thus converted into amusements. A man 
of fine genius, Addison relates, trained up in all the polite 
studies of antiquity, upon being obliged to search into several 
rolls and records, at first found this a very dry and irksome 
employment ; yet he assured me, that at last he took an in- 
credible pleasure in it, and preferred it even to the reading of 
Virgil and Cicero. 

As for our Bayle, he exhibits a perfect model of the real 
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literary character. He, with the secret alchymy of liumaTi 
happiness, extracted his tranquillity out of the baser metals, 
at the cost of his ambition and his fortune. Throughout a 
voluminous work, he experienced the enjoyment of perpetual 
acquisition and delight; he obtained glory, and ho endured 
persecution. He died as he had lived, in the same uninter- 
rupted habits of composition; for with his dying hand, and 
nearly speechless, he sent a fresh proof to the printer ! 


CICERO VIEWED AS A COLLECTOR. 

Ffsllt, in the introduction to the second part of his Lectures, 
has touched on the character of Cicero, respecting his know- 
ledge and feeling of A.rt, in a manner which excites oiir 
curiosity. Though Cicero seems to have had as little native 
taste for painting and sculpture, and even le.ss than he bad 
taste for poetry, he had a conception of Nature, and with his 
usual acumen frequently scattered useful hints and pertinent 
observations. For many of these he might ])robably be 
indebted to Hortensius, with whom, though his rival in elo- 
quence, he lived on terms of familiarity, and wlio was a man 
of declared taste, and one of the first colleetois of tlie time.’* 
"We may trace the progress of Cicero's taste for the works of 
art. It was probably a late, though an ardimt jairsuit ; and 
their actual enjoyment seems with this celebrated man rather 
to have been connected with some future plan of lile. 

Cicero, when about forty -three years of age, .<eems to have 
projected the formation of a library and a collection of anti- 
quities, with the remote intention of secession, and one day 
stealing away from the noisy honours of the republic. 
Although that great man remained too long a victim to his po- 
litical ambition, yet at all times his natural dispositions would 
break out, and amidst his public avocations he ol'ton anticipated 
a time when life would be unvalued without uninterrupted re- 
pose ; but repose, destitute of the ample furniture, and even 
of the luxuries of a mind occupying itself in literature and 
art, would only for him have opened the repose of a desert ! 
It was rather his provident wisdom than their actual enjoy- 
ment, which induced him, at a busied period of his life, to 
accumulate from all parts books, and statues, and curiosities 
without number ; in a word, to become, according to the 
term, too often misapplied and misconceived among us, 
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for it is not always understood in an konourable sense, a 
COLLECTOR ! 

Like other late collectors, Cicero often appears ardent to 
possess what he was not able to command ; sometimes he en- 
treats, or circuitously negotiates, or is planning the future 
means to secure the acquisitions which he thirsted after. He 
is repeatedly soliciting his literary friend Atticus to keep his 
books for him, and not to dispose of his collections on any 
terms, however earnestly the bidders may crowd ; and, to keep 
his patience in good hope (for Atticus imagined his collection 
would exceed the price which Cicero could afford), he desires 
Atticus not to despair of his being able to make them his, for 
that he was saving all his rents to purchase these books for 
the relief of his old age. 

This projected library and collection of antiquities it was 
the intention of Cicero to have placed in his favourite villa in 
the neighbourhood of Rome, whose name, consecrated by time, 
now proverbially describes the retirement of a man of elegant 
taste. To adorn his villa at Tusculum formed the day-dreams 
of this man of genius ; and his passion broke out in all the 
enthusiasm and impatience which so frequently characterise 
the modern collector. Not only Atticus, on whose fine taste 
he could depend, but every one likely to increase his acqui- 
sitions was Cicero persecuting with entreaties on entreaties, 
with the seduction of large prices, and with the expectation, 
that if the orator and consul would submit to accept any bribe, 
it would hardly be refused in the shape of a manuscript or a 
statue. “In the name of our friendship,’’ says Cicero, 
addressing Atticus, “ suffer nothing to escape you of what- 
ever you find curious or rare.” When Atticus informed him 
that he should send him a fine statue, in which the heads of 
Mercury and Minerva were united together, Cicero, with the 
enthusiasm of a maniacal lover of the present day, finds every 
object which is uncommon the very thing for w^hich he has a 
proper place. “ Your discovery is admirable, and the statue 
you mention seems to have been made purposely for my 
cabinet.” Then follows an explanation of the mystery of this 
allegorical statue, which expressed the happy union of exer- 
cise and study. “ Continue,” he adds, “ to collect for me as 
you have promised, in as great a quantity as possible^ morsels 
of this kind.” Cicero, like other collectors, may be sus- 
pected not to have been very difficult in his choice, and for 
him the curious was not less valued than the beautif^ul. The 
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mind and temper of Cicero were of a robust and pliilosophical 
cast, not too subject to the tortures of those whose morbid 
imagination and delicacy of taste touch on infirmity. It is, 
however, amusing to observe this great man, actuated by ail 
the fervour and joy of collecting. ‘‘ I have paid your agent, 
as you ordered, for the Megaric statues ; send me as many of 
them as you can, and as soon as possible^ with any others 
which you think proper for the place, and to my taste, and 
good enough to please yours. You cannot imagine how 
greatl}^ mj passion ino'cases for this sort of things ; it is such 
that it may appear ridiculous in the eyes of many ; but you 
are my friend, and will only think of satisfying my wishes.” 
Again — “ Purchase for me, without thinking farther, all that 
you discover of rarity. My friend, do not spare my purse.” 
And, indeed, in another place he loves Atticus both for his 
promptitude and cheap purchases : Te muUiun amamus^ quod 
ea ahs te diligenter, parvoque curata sunt. 

Our collectors may not be displeased to discover at their 
head so venerable a personage as Cicero ; nor to sanction 
their own feverish thirst and panting impatience with all the 
raptures on the day of possession, and the saving of rents” 
to afford commanding prices — by the authority of the great- 
est philosopher of antiquity. 

A fact is noticed in this article which require.^ elucidation. 
In the life of a true collector, the selling of l}is books is a 
singular incident. The trutli is, that the elegant friend of 
Cicero, residing in the literary city of Athens, appears to 
have enjoyed but a moderate income, and may be said to have 
traded not only in books, but in gladiators, whom he let out, 
and also charged interest for the use of his money ; circum- 
stances which Cornelius Nepos, who gives an account of his 
landed property, has omitted, as, perhaps, not well adapted to 
heighten the intei*esting picture which he gives of Atticus, 
but which the Abbe Mongault has detected in his curious 
notes on Cicero^s letters to Atticus. It is certain that he 
employed his slaves, who, “ to the foot-boy,” as Middleton 
expresses himself, were all literary and skilful scribes, in 
copying the works of the best authors for his own use : but 
the duplicates were sold, to the common profit of the master 
and the slave. The state of literature among the ancients 
may be paralleled with that of the age of our first restorers 
of learning, when printing was not yet established ; then 
Boccaccio, and Petrarch, and such men, were collectors, and 
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zealously occupied in the manual labour of transcription ; 
immeasurable was the delight of that avariciousness of 
manuscript, by which, in a certain given time, the possessor, 
with an unwearied pen, could enrich himself by his copy : 
and this copy an estate would not always purchase 1 Besides 
that a manuscript selected by Atticus, or copied by the hand 
of Boccaccio and: Petrarch, must have risen in value, asso- 
ciating it with the known taste and judgment of the COL- 
LECTOB. 


THE HISTORY OF THE CARACCI. 

The congenial histories of literature and of art are accom- 
panied by the same periodical revolutions ; and none is more 
interesting than that one which occurs in the decline and 
corruption of arts, when a single mind returning to right 
principles, amidst the degenerated race who had forsaken 
them, seems to create a new epoch, and teaches a servile race 
once more how to invent ! These epochs are few, but are 
easily distinguished. The human mind is never stationary ; 
it advances or it retrogrades : having reached its meridian 
point, when the hour of perfection has gone by, it must 
verge to its decline. In all Art, perfection lapses into that 
weakened state too often dignified as classical imitation ; but 
it sinks into mannerism, and wantons into affectation, till it 
shoots out into fantastic novelties. When all languishes in a 
state of mediocrity, or is deformed by false tastes, then is re- 
served for a fortunate genius the glory of restoring another 
golden age of invention. The history of the Caracci family 
serves as an admirable illustration of such an epoch, while 
the personal characters of the three Caracci throw an addi- 
tional interest over this curious incident in the history of the 
works of genius. 

The establishment of the famous accadetnia, or school of 
painting, at Bologna, which restored the art in the last stage 
of degeneracy, originated in the profound meditations of 
Lodovico. There was a happy boldness in the idea ; but its 
great singularity was that of discovering those men of 
genius, who alone could realise his ideal conception, amidst 
his own family circle ; and yet these were men whose oppo- 
site dispositions and acquirements could hardly have given 
any hope of mutual assistance; and much less of melting 
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together their minds and their work in such an unity of 
conception and execution, tliat even to our days they leave 
the critics undetermined which of the Oaracci to prefer ; each 
excelling the other in some pictorial quality. Often combin- 
ing together in the same picture, the mingled labour of three 
painters seemed to proceed from one palette, as their works 
exhibit which adorn the churches of Bologna. They still 
dispute about a picture, to ascertain which of the Caracci 
painted it ; and still one prefers Lodovieo for his grandiosita, 
anotlier Agostino for his invention, and another Ainiibale for 
,liis vigour or his grace.*"’ 

What has been told of others, happened to Lodovieo 
Caracci in his youth ; lie struggled with a mind tardy in its 
conceptions, so that he gave no indications of talent ; and 
was apparently so inept as to have been advised by two 
masters to be satisfied to grind the colours he ought not 
otherwise to meddle with. Tintoretto, from friendship, ex- 
horted him to change his trade. “This sluggishness of in- 
tellect did not proceed,” observes the sagacious Lanzi, “from 
any deliciency, but Irom the depth of his j^enetrating mind : 
early in life he dreaded the ideal as a rock on which so many 
of his contemporaries had been shipwrecked.” His hand was 
not blest with precocious facilit}’, because his mind was un- 
settled about truth itself; ho was still seeking for nature, 
which he could not discover in those wretched mannerists, 
who, boasting of their freedom and expedition in tlieir bewil- 
dering tastes, which they called the ideal, relied on the 
diplomas and honours obtained by intrigue or purchase, which 
sanctioned their follies in the ejQs of the multitude, “ Lo- 
dovico,” says Lanzi, “ would first satisfy his own mind on 
every line ; he would not paint till painting well became a 
habit, and till habit produced facility.” 

Lodovieo then sought in other cities for what he could not 
find at Bologna. He travelled to inspect the works of the 
elder masters ; he meditated on all their details ; he pene- 
trated to the very thoughts of the great artists, and grew 
intimate with their modes of conception and execution. The 
true principles of art were collected together in his own 
mind, — the rich fruits of his own studies, — and these first 
prompted him to invent a new school of painting.f 

Returning to Bologna, he found his degraded brothers in 

Lanzi, Storia Pittarica, v. 85. 
t D’Argenville, Vies des Peintres, ii, 46. 
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art still quarrelling about the merits of the old and the new 
school, and still exulting in their vague conceptions and ex- 
peditious methods. Lodovico, who had observed all, had 
summed up his principle in one grand maxim, — that of com- 
bining a close observation of nature with the imitation of 
the great masters, modifying both, however, by the dispo- 
sition of the artist himself. Such was the simple idea and 
the happy project of Lodovico ! Every perfection seemed to 
have been obtained : the BaffaelescM excelled in the ideal ; 
the Michelagnuoleschi in the anatomical ; the Venetian and 
the Lombard schools in brilliant vivacity or philosophic 
gravity. All seemed preoccupied ; but the secret of breaking 
the bonds of servile imitation was a new art : of mingling 
into one school tlie charms of every school, adapting them 
with freedom ; and having been taught by all, to remain a 
model for all ; or, as Lanzi expresses it, dopo amre appresso 
da tufte insegno a tutte. To restore Art in its decline, Lo- 
dovico pressed all the sweets from all the flowers ; or, melting 
together all his rich materials, formed one Corinthian brass. 
This school is described by Du Eresnoy in the character of 
Annibale, 

Quos sedulus Hannibal omnes 

In PROPRIAM MENTEM atque morem mirS. arte oobgut, 

Paraphrased by Mason, 

Prom all their charms combined, with happy toil, 

Hid Annibal compose his wondrous style ; 

O’er the fair fraud so close a veil is thrown, 

That every borrow’d grace becomes his own.* 


* The curious reader of taste may refer to Fuseli’s Second Lecture for 
a diatribe against what he calls “the Electic School ; which, by selecting 
the beauties, correcting the faults, supplying the defects, and avoiding the 
extremes of the difierent styles, attempted to form a perfect system.” He 
acknowledges the greatness of the Caracci ; yet he laughs at the mere 
copying the manners of various painters into one picture. But perhaps — 
I say it with all possible deference — our animated critic foigot for a moment 
that it was no mechanical imitation the Caracci inculcated : nature and art 
were to be equally studied, and secondo il nativo talento e la propria sua 
disposizione. Barry distinguishes with praise and warmth. “ Whether,*’ 
says he, “ we may content ourselves with adopting the manly plan of a/rt 
pursued by the Caracci and their school at Bologna, in uniting the perfec- 
tions of all the other schools ; or whether, which I rather hope, we look 
farther into the style of design upon our own studies after nature j which- 
ever of these plans the nation might fix on,” &c., ii. 618. Thus, three 
great names, Hu Fresnoy, Fuseli, and Barry, restricted their notions of the 
VOL. II. L D 


403 The History of the CaraccL 

Loclovico perceived that he could not stand alone in the 
breach, and single-handed encounter an impetuous multitude. 
He thought of raising up a party among those youthful 
aspirants who had not yet been habitually depraved. He 
had a brother whose talent could never rise be3^ond a poor 
copyist’s, and him he had the judgment, unswayed by undue 
partiality, to account as a cipher ; but he found two of his 
cousins men capable of becoming as extraordinary as himself. 

These brothers, Agostino and Annibale, first by nature, and 
then by their manners and habits, were of the most opposite 
dispositions. Born amidst humble occupations, their father 
was a tailor, and Annibale was still working on the paternal 
board, while Agostino was occupied b}^ the elegant works of 
the goldsmith, whence he acquired the fine art of engraving, 
in which he became the Marc Antonio of his time. Their 
manners, perhaps, resulted from their trades. Agostino was 
a man of science and literature : a philosopher and poet, of 
the most polished elegance, the most enchanting conversa- 
tion, far removed from the vulgar, he became the companion 
of the learned and the noble. Annibale could scaveel}' write 
and read; an inborn ruggedness made him sullen, taciturn, 
or, if he si)oke, sarcastic ; scorn and ridicule were his bitter 
delight. Nature had strangely made tlmse brothers little 
less than enemies. Annibale despised bis brother for having 
entered into the higher circles ; he ridiculed his refined man- 
ners, and even the neat elegance of his dress. To mortify 
Agostino, one day he sent him a portrait of their father 
threading a needle, and their mother cutting out the cloth, to 
remind him, as he once wdiispered in Agostino’s ear, when he 
met him walking with a nobleman, “ not to forget that they 
were sons of a poor tailor The same contrast existed in 
the habits of their mind. Agostino was slow to resolve, 
difficult to satisfy himself ; he was for polishing and maturing 
everything : Annibale was too rapid to sufier any delay, and, 
often evading the difficulties of the art, loved to do much in 
a short time. Lodovico soon perceived their equal and natu- 
ral aptitude for art ; and placing Agostino under a master 
who was celebrated for his facility of execution, he fixed 

Caracci plan to a mere imitation of tlie great masters ; but Lanzi, in 
unfolding Lodo-vico’s project, lays down as his first principle the observa- 
tion of nature, and, secondly, tbe imitation of the great masteis ; and all 
modified by the natural disposition of the artist. 

* D’Argenvilie, Vies des Peintres, ii. 47 — 68. 
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Annibale in bis own study, where his cousin might be taught 
by observation the Testina lente ; how the best works are 
formed by a leisurely haste. Lodovico seems to have adopted 
the artifice of Isocrates in his management of two pupils, of 
whom he said that the one was to be pricked on by the 
spur, and the other kept in by the rein. 

But a new difficulty arose in the attempt to combine 
together such incongruous natures ; the thoughtful Lodovico, 
intent on the great project of the reformation of the art, by 
his prudence long balanced their unequal tempers, and with 
that penetration which so strongly characterises his genius, 
directed their distinct talents to his one great purpose. From 
the literary Agostino he obtained the philosophy of critical 
lectures and scientific principles; invention and designing 
solely occupied Annibale; while the softness of contours, 
lightness and grace, were his own acquisition. But though 
Annibale presumptuously contemned the rare and elevated 
talents of Agostino, and scarcely submitted to copy the 
works of Lodovico, whom he preferred to rival, yet, accord- 
ing to a traditional rumour which Lanzi records, it was 
Annibale’s decision of character which enabled him, as it 
were unperceived, to become the master over his cousin and 
his brother; Lodovico and Agostino long hesitated to oppose 
the predominant style, in then.’ first Essays ; Annibale hardly 
decided to persevere in opening their new career by opposing 
“works to voices;” and to the enervate labours of their 
wretched rivals, their own works, warm in vigour and fresh- 
ness, conducted on the principles of nature and art. 

The Caracci not only resolved to paint justly, but to pre- 
serve the art itself, by perpetuating the perfect taste of the 
true style among their successors. In their own house they 
opened an Accadtmia, calling it degli Inccminati, “the 
opening a new way,” or “the beginners.” The academy 
was furnished with casts, drawings, prints, a school for ana- 
tomy, and for the living figure ; receiving all comers with 
kindness ; teaching gratuitously, and, as it is said, without 
jealousy ; but too many facts are recorded to allow us to 
credit the banishment of this infectious passion from the 
academy of the Caracci, who, like other congregated artists, 
could not live together and escape their own endemial fever. 

It was here, however, that Agostino foimd his eminence 
as the director of their studies ; delivering lectures on archi- 
tecture and perspective, and pointing out from his stores of 

n n 2 
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history and fable subjects for the designs of their pupils, 
uho, on certain days exhibited their works to the most 
skilful judges, adjusting the merits by their decisions. To 
the crowned sufficient is the prize of tlie glory,” saj^s Lanzi; 
and while the poets chanted their ])raises, the lyre of Agos- 
tino himself gratefully celebrated the progress of his pupils. 
A curious sonnet lias been transmitted to us, where Agostino, 
like the ancient legislators, compresses his new laws into a 
few verses, easily to be remembered. The sonnet is now well 
known, since Fuseli and Barry have preserved it in their 
lectures. This singular production has, however, had the 
hard fate of being unjustly depreciated : Lanzi calls it 
ioresco veramente piii cite poetico ; Fuseli sarcastically com- 
pares it to “a medical prescription.” It delighted Barry, 
who calls it “ a beautiful poem. Considered as a didactic 
and descriptive poem, no lover of art wlio has ever read it, 
will cease to repeat it till he has got it by heart. In this 
academy every one was free to indulge his own taste, pro- 
vided he did not violate the essential principles of art; for 
though the critics have usually described the character of 
this new school to have been an imitation o{‘ the preceding 
ones, it was their fast principle to be guided by nature, and 
their own disposition ; and if their painter was deficient in 
originality, it was not the fault of this academy so much as 
of the academician. In difficult doubts they had recourse to 
Lodovico, whom Lanzi describes in his school like Homer 
among the Greeks, inyeniorim, profound in every part 
of painting. Even tlie recreations of the pu])ils were con- 
trived to keep their mind and hand in exercise; in their 
walks sketching landscapes from nature, or amusing them- 
selves with what the Italians call Caricaiura, a term of lai‘ge 
signification ; for it includes many sorts of grotesque inven- 
tions, whimsical incongruities, such as those arabesques found 
at Herculaneum, where Anchises, JEneas, and Ascanius are 
burlesqued by heads of apes and pigs, or Arion, with a 
grotesque motion, is straddling a great trout; or like that 
ludicrous parody which came from the hand of Titian in a 
playful hour, when he sketched the Laocoon whose three 
figures consist of apes. Annibale had a peculiar facility in 
these incongruous inventions, and even the severe Leonardo 
da *Vinci considered them as useful exercises. 

Such was the academy founded by the Caracci ; and Lodo- 
vico lived to realise his project in the reformation of art, and , 
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witnessed the school of Bologna flourishing afresh when all 
the others had fallen. The great masters of this last epoch 
of Italian painting were their pupils. Such were Domenichino, 
who, according to the expression of Bellori, delinea gli anim% 
colorisce la vita; he drew the soul and coloured life Albano, 
whose grace distinguishes him as the Anacreon of painting ; 
Guido, whose touch was all beauty and delicacy, and, as 
Passeri delightfully expresses it, “whose faces came from 
Paradise ;”t a scholar of whom his masters became jealous, 
while Annibale, to depress Guido, patronised Domenichino, 
and even the wise Lodovico could not dissimulate the fear of 
a new competitor in a pupil, and to mortify Guido preferred 
Guercino, who trod in another path. Lanfranco closes this 
glorious list, whose freedom and grandeur for their full dis- 
play’' required the ample field of some vast history. 

The secret history of this Academia forms an illustration 
for that chapter on “ Literary Jealousy” which I have written 
in “ The Literary Character.” We have seen even the gentle 
Lodovico infectec^^ by it ; but it raged in the breast of 
Annibale. Careless of fortune as they were through life, 
and free from the bonds of matrimony, that they might 
wholly devote themselves to all the enthusiasm of their art, 
they lived together in the perpetual intercourse of their 
thoughts ; and even at their meals laid on their table their 
crayons and their papers, so that any motion or gesture which 
occurred, as worthy of picturing, was instantly sketched. 
Annibale catching something of the critical taste of Agostino, 
learnt to work more slowly, and to finish with more per- 
fection, while his inventions were enriched by the elevated 
thoughts and erudition, of Agostino. Yet a circumstance 
which happened in the academy betrays the mordacity and 
envy of Annibale at the superior accomplishments of his 
more learned brother. While Agostino was describing with 
great eloquence the beauties of the Laocoon, Annibale ap- 
proached the wall, and snatching up the crayons, drew the 
marvellous figure with such perfection, that the spectators 
gazed on it in astonishment. Alluding to his brother’s lec- 
ture, the proud artist disdainfully observed, “Poets paint 
with words, but painters only with their pencils.” J 

The brothers could neither live together nor endure 
absence. Many years their life was one continued struggle 

* Bellori, Le Vite de Pittori, &c. i* Passeri, Vite de Pittori, 

t B’Argenyille, ii. 26 . 
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and mortification ; and Agostino often sacrificed his genius 
to pacify the jealousy of Annibale, by relinquishing his palette 
to resume those exquisite engravings, in which he corrected 
the faulty outlines of the masters whom he copied, so that 
his engravings ai'e more perfect than their originals. To this 
unhappy circumstance, observes Lanzi, we must attribute the 
loss of so many noble compositions which otherwise Agostino, 
equal in genius to the other Caracei, had left us. The jea- 
lousy of Annibale at length for ever tore them asunder. 
Lodovico happened not to be with them when tliey werd en- 
gaged in painting together the Farnesian gallery at Eome, 
A rumour spread that in their present combined labour the 
engraver had excelled the painter. This Annibale could not 
forgive ; he raved at the bite of the serpent : words could not 
mollify, nor kindness any longer appease, that perturbed 
spirit ; neither the humiliating forbearance of Agostino, the 
counsels of the wise, nor the mediation of the great. They 
separated for ever! a separation in which they both lan- 
guished, till Agostino, broken-hearted, ^unk into an early 
grave, and Annibale, now brotherless, lost half his genius ; 
his great invention no longer accompanied him — for Agostino 
was not by his side !* After suffering many vexations, and 
preyed on by his evil temper, Annibale was deprived of his 
senses. 


AN ENGLISH ACADEMY OF LITEBATURE.f 

We have Eoyal Societies for philosophers, for antiquaides, 
and for artists — none for men of letters I The lovers of philo- 
logical studies have regretted the want of an asylum since 

* Fuseli describes the gallery of the Famese palace as a work of uniform 
vigour of execution, which nothing can equal but its imhecility und iticon- 
(jruity of conception. This deticiency in Annibale was always readily sup- 
plied by the taste and learning of Agostino ; the vigour of Annibale was 
deficient both in sensibility and correct invention. 

+ Long after this article was composed, the Ro^jal Society of Literature 
was projected. It w-as founded by King George IV,, and is said to have 
originated in a conversation between Dr. Burgess, afterwards Bishop of 
Salisbury, and a member of the royal household, who reported its substance 
to the king. The bishop was again sent for, and the formation of the 
society commenced by the offer of premiums for an essay on Homer, the 
prize being one hundred guineas ; a poem on Dartmoor, prize fifty guineas 
(awarded to Mrs. Eemans) ; and one of twenty-five guineas, for an essay 
on the Ancient and Modern Languages of Greece. In 1823 the king 
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the days of Anne, when the establishment of an English 
Academy of Literature was designed ; but political changes 
occurred which threw out a literary administration. France 
and Italy have gloried in great national academies, and even 
in provincial ones. With us, the curious history and the fate 
of the societies at Spalding, Stamford, and Peterborough, 
whom their zealous founder lived to see sink into country 
clubs, is that of most of our rural attempts at literary aca- 
demies! The Manchester society has hut an ambiguous 
existence ; and that of Exeter expired in its birth. Yet that 
a great purpose may be obtained by an inconsiderable number, 
the history of “ The Society for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufactures,” &c , may prove ; for that originally consisted 
only of twelve persons, brought together with great difficulty, 
and neither distinguished for their ability nor their rank. 

The opponents to the establishment of an academy in this 
country may urge, and find Bruy ere on their side, that no 
corporate body generates a single man of genius. No Milton, 
no Hume, no Adam Smith, will spring out of an academical 
community, however they may partake of one common labour. 
Of the fame, too, shared among the many, the individual feels 
his portion too contracted, besides that he will often suffer 
by comparison. Literature, with us, exists independent of 
patronage or association. We have done well without an 
academy ; our dictionary and our style have been polished by 
individuals, and not by a society. 

The advocates for such a literary institution may reply, 
that in what has been advanced against it we may perhaps 
find more glory than profit. Had an academy been established 
in this country, we should have possessed all our present ad- 
vantages, with the peculiar ones of such an institution. A 
series of volumes composed by the learned of England had 
rivalled the precious “Memoirs of the French Academy,” 
probably more philosophical, and more congenial to our modes 

granted the society a charter, and placed the annual sum of eleven hundred 
guineas ab its disposal, to be spent in endowing ten associates for life, who 
were to receive one hundred guineas each yearly (as a delicate mode of aid- 
ing needy literary men) ; the remaining one hundred guineas to be expended 
on two gold medals, to be also awarded to eminent men of letters Cole- 
ridge, Dr, Jameson, Malthus, Eoscoe, Todd, and Sharon Turner received 
annuities among other well-known literary characters; and Mitford, 
Southey, Scott, Crabbe, Hallam, and Washington Irving received medals. 
On the death of George lY. , the grant was discontinued, and the society 
now exists by the subscriptions of its members. 
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of thinking ! The congregating spirit creates by its sym- 
pathy ; an intercourse exists between its members which had 
not otherwise occurred ; in this attrition of minds, the torpid 
awakens, the timid is emboldened, and the secluded is called 
forth ; to contradict, and to be contradicted, is the privilege 
md the source of knowledge. Those original ideas, hints, and 
suggestions, which some literary men sometimes tlirow out 
once or twice during their whole lives, might here be pre- 
served ; and if endowed with sutficient funds, there are im- 
portant labours, which surpass the means and industry of the 
individual, which would be more advantageously performed 
by such literary unions. 

An academy of literature can only succeed by the same 
means in wdiich originated all such academies — among indivi- 
duals themselves. It will not be “ by the favour of the 
MAKY, but by the wisdom and energy of the tew.” It 
is not even in the power of royalty to create at a word what 
can only be formed by the co-operation of the workmen 
themselves, and of the great taskmaster, Time ! 

Such institutions have sprung from the same principle, and 
have followed tlie same march. It was from a pinvate meet- 
ing that “ The French Academy” derived its origin ; and the 
true beginners of that celebrated institution assuredly had no 
foresight of the object to which their conferences tended. 
Several literary friends at Pains, finding the extent of the 
city occasioned much loss of time in their visits, agreed to 
meet on a fixed day every week, and chose Conrart’s residence 
as centrical. They met for the purposes of general conversa- 
tion, or to walk togetlier, or, what was not least social, to par- 
take in some refreshing collation. All being literary men, those 
who were authors submitted their new works to this friendly 
society, who, without jealousy or malice, freely communicated 
their strictures ; the works were improved, tlie authors were 
delighted, and the critics were honest ! Such was the happy 
life of the members of this private society during three or 
four years. Pelisson, the earliest historian of the French 
Academy, has delightfully described it : “ It was such that, 
now when they speak of these first days of the Academy, they 
call it the golden age, during which, with all the innocence 
and freedom of that fortunate period, without pomp and 
noise, and without any other laws than those of fiiendship, 
they enjoyed together all which a society of minds, and a 
rational life, can yield of whatever softens and charms.” 
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Thej were happy, and they resolved to he silent ; nor, was 
this bond and compact of friendship violated till one of them, 
Malleville, secretary of Marshal Bassompierre, being anxious 
that his friend Faret, who had just printed Lis EHonnete 
Homme, which he had drawn from the famous “ II Cortigiano” 
of Castiglione, should profit by all their opinions, procured 
his admission to one of their conferences ; Faret presented 
them with his book, heard a great deal concerning the nature 
of his work, was charmed by their literary communications, 
and returned home ready to bui'st with the secret. Could 
the society hope that others would be more faithful than they 
bad been to themselves ? Faret happened to be one of those 
light-hearted men who are communicative in the degree in 
which thejT' are grateful, and he whispered the secret to Des 
Marets and to Boisrobert. The first, as soon as he heard of 
such a literary senate, used every effort to appear before them 
and read the first volume of his “ Ariane.” Boisrobeii:, a 
man of distinction, and a common friend to them all, could 
not be refused an admission ; he admired the frankness of 
their mutual criticisms. The society, besides, was a new ob- 
ject ; and his daily business was to furnish an amusing story 
to his patron, Richelieu. The cardinal-minister was very 
literary, and apt to be so hipped in his hours of retirement, 
that the physician declared, that all his drugs were of no 
avail, unless his patient mixed with them a drachm of Bois- 
robert.” In one of those fortunate moments, when the 
cardinal was ‘‘ in the vein,” Boisrobert painted, with the 
warmest hues, this region of literary felicity, of a small, happy 
society formed of critics and authors 1 The minister, who 
was ever considering things in that particular aspect which 
might tend to his own glory, instantly asked Boisrobert, 
whether this private meeting would not like to be constituted 
a public body, and establish itself by letters patent, offering 
them his protection. The flatterer of the minister was over- 
joyed, and executed the important mission ; but not one of 
the members shared in the rapture, while some regretted an 
honour which would only disturb the sweetness and familiarity 
of their intercourse. Malleville, whose master was a prisoner 
in the Bastile, and Serisay, the intendant of the Duke of 
Rochefoucault, who was in disgrace at court, louldly protested, 
in the style of an opposition party, against the protection of 
the minister; but Chapelain, who was known to have no 
party-interests, argued so clearly, that he left them to infer 
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tliat Eichelieu’s offer was a command; that the cardinal was 
a minister who willed not things by halves ; and was one of 
those very great men who avenge any contempt shown to 
them even on such little men as themselves ! In a word, the 
dogs bowed their necks to the golden collar. B owever, the 
appearance, if not the reality, of freedom was left to them ; 
and the minister allowed them to frame their own constitu- 
tion, and elect their own magistrates and citizens in this 
infant and illustrious republic of literature. The history of 
the farther establishment of the French Academy is elegantly 
narrated by Pelisson. The usual difficulty occurred of fixing 
on a title ; and they appear to have changed it so often, that 
the Academ}" was at first addressed by more than one title ; 
Academic des heaiix Esprits ; Academic de V Eloquence; 
Academic Eminente^ in allusion to tlie quality of the cardinal, 
its protector. Desirous of avoiding the extravagant and 
mystifying titles of the Italian academies,* they fixed on the 
most unatfected, Academic Frangaise; but though the 
national genius may disguise itself for a moment, it cannot be 
entirely got rid of, and they assumed a vaunting device of a 
laurel wreath, including their epigraph, “d V Immo7'talite.^^ 
The Academy of Petersburgh has chosen a mox’e enlightened 
inscription, Faulatim (‘'little by little”), so expressive of the 
great labours of man — even of the inventions of genius ! 

Such was the origin of L’Academie Fuancatse ; it was 
long a private meeting before it became a public institution* 
Yet, like the Eoyal Society, its origin has been attributed to 
political motives, with a view to divert the attention from 
popular discontents ; but when we look into the real origin of 
the French Academy, and our Eoyal Society, it must be 
granted, that if the government either in France or England 
ever entertained this project, it came to them so acciden- 
tally, that at least we cannot allow them the merit of profound 
invention. Statesmen are often considered by speculative 
men in their closets to be mightier wonder-workers than they 
often px'ove to be. 

Were the origin of the Eoyal Society inquned into, it 
might be justly dated a century before its existence ; the real 
founder was Lord Bacon, who planned the ideal imtiMionm 
his philosophical romance of the New Atlantis 1 This notion 
is not fanciful, and it was that of its first foundex's, as not 

* See an article “ On the ridiculous titles assumed by tlie Italian Acade- 
mies,” in. a future page of this volume. 
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only appears by tbe expression of old Aubrey, when, alluding 
to the commencement of the society, he adds secundum men^ 
tern Domini Baconi; but by a rare print designed by Evelyn, 
probably for a frontispiece to Bishop Sprat’s history, although 
we seldom find the print in the volume. The design is pre- 
cious to a Graiigerite, exhibiting three fine portraits. On one 
side is represented a library, and on the table lie the statutes, 
the journals, and the mace of the Eoyal Society ; on its oppo- 
site side are suspended numerous philosophical instruments ; 
in the centre of the print is a column on which is placed the 
bust of Charles the Second, the patron ; on each side whole 
lengths of Lord Brouncker, the first president, and Lord Bacon, 
as the founder, inscribed Artium Instaurator, The graver of 
Hollar has preserved this happy intention of Evelyn’s, which 
exemplifies what may be called the continuity and genealogy 
of genius, as its spirit is perpetuated by its successors.* 

When the fury of the civil wars had exhausted all parties, 
and a breathing time from the passions and madness of the 
age allowed ingenious men to return once more to their for- 
saken studies. Bacon’s vision of a philosophical society appears 
to have occupied their reveries. It charmed the fancy of 
Cowley and Milton ; but the politics and religion of the times 
were still possessed by the same frenzy, and divinity and poli- 
tics were unanimously agreed to be utterly proscribed from 
their inquiries. On the subject of religion they were more 
particularly alarmed, not only at the time of the foundation 
of the society, but at a much later period, when under the 
direction of Newton himself. Even Bishop Sprat, their first 
historian, observed, that they have freely admitted men of 
different religions, countries, and professions of life, not to 
lay the foundation of an English, Scotch, Irish, popish, or 
protestant philosophy, but a philosophy of mankind.” A 
curious protest of the most illustrious of philosophers may be 
found: when “the Society for promoting Christian Know- 

* In J. T. Smith’s “Historical and Literary Curiosities” is engraved a 
fac-simile of a series of designs for the arms of the Royal Society, drawn 
by Evelyn, but not used, because the king gave them the choice of using 
the Royal Arms in a canton. The first of Evelyn’s designs exhibits a ship 
in full sail, with the motto Et Augebitur Scientia. The other are as fol- 
lows : — A hand issuing from the clouds holding a plumb-line — motto. 
Omnia probate ; two telescopes saltier- wise, the earth and planets above — 
motto, Quantum nescmus; the sun in splendour — ^motto, Ad majorem 
lumen; a terrestrial globe, with the human eye above — motto, Eerum 
cognoscei'e causae. 
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ledge were desirous of holding their meetings at the house of 
the Roval Society, Newton drew up a number of arguments 
against their admission. One of them is, that It is a fun- 
damental rule of the society not to meddle with religion ; and 
the reason is, that we may give no occasion to religious bodies 
to meddle with us.” Newton would not even comply with 
their wishes, lest by this compliance the Royal Society 
might dissatisfy those of other religions.” The wisdom of 
the protest by Newton is as admirable as it is remarkable, — 
the preservation of the Royal Society from the passions of 
the age. 

It was in the lodgings of Dr. Wilkins in Wadham College 
that a small philosophical club met together, which proved to 
be, as Aubrey expresses it, the inciinahula of the Royal 
Society. When the members were dispersed about London, 
they renewed their meetings first at a tavern, then at a pri- 
vate house : and when the society became too great to be 
called a club, they assembled in the parlour” of Gresham 
College, which itself had been raised by the munificence of a 
citizen, who endowed it liberally, and presented a noble ex- 
ample to the individuals now assembled under its roof. The 
society afterwards derived its title from a sort of accident. The 
warm loyalty of Evelyn in the first hopeful days of the Resto- 
ration, in his dedicatory epistle of Naude’s treatise on libraries, 
caDed that philosophical meeting The Royal Society. 
These learned men immediately voted their thanks to Evelyn 
for the happy designation, which was so grateful to Charles 
the Second, who was himself a virtuoso of the day, that the 
charter was soon granted : the king, declaring himself their 
founder, ‘‘ sent them a mace of silver-gilt, of the same fashion 
and bigness as those carried before his majesty, to be borne 
before the president on meeting days.” To the zeal of Evelyn 
the Royal Society owes no inferior acquisition to its title and 
its mace the noble Arundelian library, the rare literary 
accumulation of the noble Howards; the last possessor of 
which had so little inclination for books, that the treasures 
which his ancestors had collected lay open at the mercy of 
any purloiner. This degenerate hem to the literature and the 

♦ Evelyn notes in his Diary, August 20, 1662—“ The king gave us 
the armes of England, to be borne in a canton in our armes ; and sent us 
a mace of silver-gilt, of the same fashion and bigness as those carried before 
his majestie, to be borne before our president on meeting-days.” This 
mace is still used* 
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name of Howard seemed perfectly relieved when Evelyn sent 
his marbles, which were perishing in his gardens, to Oxford, and 
his books, which were diminishing daily, to the Eoyal Society ! 

The Society of A^t^iquaries might create a deeper in- 
terest, could we penetrate to its secret history : it was inter- 
rupted, and suffered to expire by some obscure cause of poli- 
tical jealousy. It long ceased to exist, and was only reinstated 
almost in our own days. The revival of learning under 
Edward the Sixth suffered a severe check fi’om the papistical 
government of Mary ; but under Elizabeth a happier era 
opened to our literary pursuits. At this period several stu- 
dents of the Inns of Court, many of whose names are illus- 
trious for their rank or their genius, formed a weekly society, 
which they called “ the Antiquaries’ College.” Erom very 
opposite quarters we are furnished with many curious parti- 
culars of their literary intercourse : it is delightful to discover 
Eawleigh borrowing manuscripts from the library of Sir 
Kobert Cotton, and Selden deriving his studies from the 
collections of Eawleigh. Their mode of proceeding has even 
been preserved. At every meeting they proposed a question 
or two respecting the history or the antiquities of the English 
nation, on which each member was expected, at the subse- 
quent meeting, to deliver a dissertation or an opinion. They 
also ** supped together.” From the days of Athenaeus to 
those of Dr. Johnson, the pleasures of the table have enlivened 
those of literature. A copy of each question and a summons 
for the place of conference were sent to the absent members. 
The opinions were carefully registered by the secretary, and 
the dissertations deposited in their archives. One of these 
summonses to Stowe, the antiquary, with his memoranda on 
the back, exists in the Ashmolean Museum. I shall preserve 
it with all its verbal csrugo, 

“Society oe Ah-tiqitaeiis. 

“To Me. Stowe. 

“ The place appointed for a conference upon the question 
followinge ys att Mr. Garter’s house, on Frydaye the 2nd. of 
this November, being A1 Soule’s daye, at 2 of the clocke in 
the afternoone, where your oppinioun in wrytinge or other- 
wise is expected. 

“ The question is, 

“ Of the antiquitie, etimologie, and priviledges of parishes 
in Englande. 
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Yt ys desyred that you give not notice hereof to any, but 
such as haue the like somons.” 

Such is the summons ; the memoranda in the handwriting 
of Stowe are these : — 

[630. Honorius Homanus, Archhyshope of Canterbury, 
devided his pimince into parishes; he ordeyned clerks and 
prechars, comaunding them that they should instruct the 
people, as well by good lyfe, as by doctryne. 

760. Cuthbert, Archbyshope of Canterbury, procured of 
the Pope, that in cities and towncs there slxould be appoynted 
church yards for buriall of the dead, whose bodies were used 
to be buiied abrode, & cet.] 

Their meetings had hitherto been private; but to give 
stability to them, they petitioned for a charter of incorpora- 
tion, under the title of the Academy for the 8ticdy of Anti* 
quity and History^ founded by Qxieen Elizabeth. And to pre- 
serve all the memorials of history which the dissolution of 
the monasteries had scattered about the kingdom, they pro- 
posed to erect a library, to be called “ The Library of Queen 
Elizabeth.” The death of the queen overturned this honour- 
able project. The- society was somewhat interrupted by the 
usual casualties of human life ; the members were dispersed 
or died, and it ceased for twenty years. Spelman, Camden, 
and others, desirous of renovating the society, met for this 
purpose at the Herald’s-oiBce ; they settled their regulations, 
among which, one was ‘‘for avoiding offence, they should 
neither meddle with matters of state nor religion.” “But 
before our next meeting,” says Spelman, “ we had notice that 
his majesty took a little niisliJce of our society^ not being in- 
formed that we had resolved to decline all matters of state. 
Y’et hereupon we forbore to meet again, and so all our labour’s 
lost!” Unquestionably much was lost, for much could have 
been produced ; and Spelraan’s work on law terms, where I 
find this information, was one of the first projected. James 
the First has incurred the censure of those who have written 
more boldly than Spelman on the suppression of this society; 
hut whether James was misinformed by “taking a little mis- 
like,” or whether the antiquaries failed in exei’ting themselves 
to open their plan more clearly to that “ timid pedant,” as 
G-ough and others designate this monarch, may yet he 
doubtful ; assuredly James was not a man to contemn their 
erudition ! 
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The king at this time was busied by furthering a sinoiilar 
project, which was to found “King James’s College at 
Chelsea a project oi-iginating with Dean Sutcliff, and zea- 
lously approved by Prince Henry, to raise a nursery for young 
polemics in scholastical divinity, for the puipose of defending 
the Protestant cause from the attacks of catholics and 
sectaries ; a college which was afterwards called by Laud 
Controversy College.” In this society were appointed his- 
torians and antiquaries, for Camden and Haywood filled these 
offices. 

The Society of Antiquaries, however, though suppressed, 
was perhaps never extinct ; it survived in some shape under 
Charles the Second, for Ashmole in his Diary notices “ the 
Antiquaries’ Feast,” as well as ‘‘the Astrologers’,” and 
another of “ the Freemasons’.”^ The present society was 
only incorporated in 1751. There are two sets of their 
Memoirs ; for besides the modern ArchcGologia, we have two 
volumes of “ Curious Discourses,” written by the Fathers of 
the Antiquarian Society in the age of Elizabeth, collected 
from their dispersed manuscripts, which Camden preserved 
with a parental hand. 

The philosophical spirit of the age, it might have been 
expected, would have reached our modern antiquaries ; but 
neither profound views, nor eloquent disquisitions, have im- 
parted that value to their confined researches and languid 
efforts, which the character of the times, and the excellence 
of our French rivals in their “Academic,” so peremptorily re- 
quired. It is, however, hopeful to hear Mr. Hallam declare, 
“ I think our last volumes improve a little, and but a little I 
A comparison with the Academy of Inscriptions in its better 
days must still inspire us with shame.” 

Among the statutes of the Society of Antiquaries there is 
one which expels any member “ who shall, by speaking, 
writing, or printing, publicly defame the society.” Some 
things may be too antique and obsolete even for the Society 
of Antiquaries ! and such is this vile restriction ! It com- 
promises the freedom of the republic of letters. 

* It ’was revived in 1707, by Wanley, tbe librarian to the Earl of 
Oxford, who composed its rules ; he was joined by Bagford, Elstob, Holmes 
(keeper of the Tower records), Maddox, Stukely, and Vertue the engraver. 
They met at the Devil Tavern, Fleet-street, and afterwards in rooms of 
their own in Chancery-lane. They ultimately removed to apartments 
granted them in Somerset House by George III., where they still remain. 



416 


QUOTATION. 

It is generally supposed that where there is no quotation", 
thei*e will be found most originality. Our writers usually 
furnish their pages rapidly with the productions of their own 
soil : they run up a quickset hedge, or plant a poplar, and 
get trees and hedges of this fashion much faster than the 
former landlords procured their timber. The greater pai’t of 
our writers, in consequence, have become so original, that no 
one cares to imitate them ; and those who never quote, in ijp- 
turn are seldom quoted ! 

This is one of the results of that adventurous spirit which 
is now stalking forth and raging for its own innovations. 
We have not only rejected axjthoiiitt, but have also cast 
away experience ; and often the unhurthened vessel is 
driving to all parts of the compass, and the passengers no 
longer know whither they are going. The wisdom of the wise, 
and the experience of ages, may be preserved by quotation. 

It seems, however, agreed, that no one would quote if he 
could think ; and it is not imagined that the well-read may 
quote from the delicacy of their taste, and the fulness of their 
knowledge. Whatever is felicitously expressed risks being 
worse expressed:- it is a wretched taste to be gratified with 
mediocrity when the excellent lies before us. We quote to 
save proving what has been demonstrated, referring to where 
the proofs may he found. We quote to screen ourselves 
from the odium of doubtful opinions, which the world would 
not willingly accept from ourselves; and wo may quote from 
the curiosity which only a quotation itself can give, when in 
our own words it would be divested of that tint of ancient 
phrase, that detail of narrative, and that naivete which we 
have for ever lost, and which we like to recollect once had an 
existence. 

The ancients, who in these matters were not, perhaps, 
such blockheads as some may conceive, considered poetical 
quotation as one of the requisite ornaments of oratory, 
Cicero, even in his philosophical works, is as little sparing of 
quotations as Plutarch. Old Montaigne is so stuffed with 
them, that he owns, if they were taken out of him little of 
himself would remain ; and y^t this never injured that ori- 
ginal turn which the old G-ascon has given to his thoughts. 
I suspect that Addison hardly ever composed a Spectator 
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whicli was not founded on some quotation, noted in those 
three folio manuscript volumes which he previously collected ; 
and Addison lasts, while Steele, who always wrote from first 
impressions and to the times, with perhaps no inferior genius, 
has passed away, insomuch that Dr. Beattie once considered 
that he was obliging the world by collecting Addison’s papers, 
and carefully omitting Steele’s. 

Quotation, like much better things, has its abuses. One 
may quote till one compiles. The ancient lawyers used to 
quote at the bar till they had stagnated their own cause. 
“ Betournons a nos moutons,” was the cry of the client. But 
these vagrant prowlers must be consigned to the beadles of 
criticism. Such do not always understand the authors whose 
names adorn their barren pages, and which are taken, too, 
from the third or the thirtieth hand. Those who trust to 
such false quoters will often learn how contrary this trans- 
mission is to the sense and the application of the original. 
Every transplantation has altered the fruit of the tree ; every 
new channel the quality of the stream in its remove from 
the spring-head. Bayle, when writing on “ Comets,” dis- 
covered this ; for having collected many things applicable to 
his work, as they stood quoted in some modern writers, 
when he came to compare them with their originals, he was- 
surprised to find that the}- were nothing for his purpose ! th& 
originals conveyed a quite contrary sense to that of the pre- 
tended quoters, who often, from innocent blundering, and 
sometimes from purposed deception, had falsified their quota- 
tions. This is an useful story for second-hand authorities I 

Selden had formed some notions on this subject of quota- 
tions in his “ Table-talk,” art. Books and Authors;'*^ but, 
as Le Clerc justly observes, proud of his immense reading, he 
has too often violated his own precept. In quoting of 
books,” says Selden, “quote such authors as are usually read ; 
others- read for your own satisfaction, but not name them.” 
Now it happens that no writer names more authors, except 
Prynne,^ than the learned Selden. La Mothe le Vayer’s 
curious works consist of fifteen volumes ; he is among the 
greatest quoters. Whoever turns them over will perceive 
that he is an original tliinker, and a great wit ; his style, in- 

* It was said of Prynne, and Ms custom of quoting authorities by hun- 
dreds in the margins of his books to corroborate what he said in the te\t, 
that “he always had his wits beside him in the margin, to be beside his 
wits in the text.” This jest is Milton’s. 
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tlecdj Is meagre, which, as much as his quotations, may have 
proved fatal to him. But in both these cases it is evident 
tliat even quoters who have abused the privilege of quotation 
are not necessarily writers of a mean genius. 

The Quoters who deserve the title, and it ought to be an 
honorary one, are those who trust to no one but themselves. 
In borrowing a passage, they cai'efully observe its connexion j 
they collect authorities to reconcile any disparity in them 
before they furnish the one which they adopt ; tliey advance 
no fact without a witness, and they are not loose and general 
in their reterences, as I have been told is our historian Henry 
so frequently, that it is suspected he deals much in second- 
hand ware. Bayle lets us into a mystery of author-craft. 
“ Suppose an able man is to prove that an ancient author en- 
tertained certain particular opinions, which are onl}^ insinuated 
here and there through his works, 1 am sure it will take 
him up more days to collect the passages which he will have 
occasion for, than to argue at random on those passages. 
Having once found out his authorities and his quotations, 
wdiich perhaps will not fill six pages, and may have cost him 
a month’s labour, he may finish in two mornings’ work twenty 
pages of arguments, objections, and answers to objections; 
and consequently, ^chai proceeda from our own genius sometimes 
costs muck less time than what is requisite for collecting, 
Corneille would have required more time to defend a tragedy 
by a great collection of authorities, than to write it ; and I 
am supposing the same number of pages in the tragedy and 
in the defence. Heinsius perhaps bestowed more time m 
defending his Herod es injaniicida against Balzac, than a 
Spanish (or a Scotch) inetaphysiciau bestows on a large 
volume of controvers}-, where he takes all from his own 
stock.” I am somewhat concerned in the truth of this 
principle. There are articles in the present work occupying 
but a few pages, which could never have been produced had 
not more time been allotted to the researches which they 
contain than some would allow to a small volume, which 
might excel in genius, and yet be likely not to be long re- 
membered ! All this is labour which never meets the eye. 
It is quicker \vork, with special pleading and poignant periods, 
to fill sheets with generalising principles ; those bird’s-eye 
views of philosophy for the nonce seem as if’ things, were seen 
clearer when at a distance and en masse ^ and require little 
knowledge of the individual parts. Such an art of writing 
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may resemble tbe famous Lullian method, by which the 
doctor illiminatus enabled any one to invent arguments by a 
machine ! Two tables, one of aUribxLtes^ and the other of 
suljects, worked about circularly in a frame, and placed cor- 
relatively to one another produced certain combinations ; the 
number of questions multiplied as they were worked ! So that 
here was a mechanical invention by which they might dispute 
without end, and write on without any particular knowledge 
ol their subject] 

But the painstaking gentry, when heaven sends them 
genius enough, ai'e the most instructive sort, and they are 
those to whom we shall appeal while time and truth can meet 
together. A well-read writer, with good taste, is one who 
has the command of the wit of other men he searches 
where knowledge is to be found ; and though he may not 
himself excel in invention, his ingenuity may compose one of 
those agreeable books, the delicics of literature, that will out- 
last the fading meteors of his day. Epicurus is said to have 
borrowed from no writer in his three hundred inspired 
volumes, while Plutarch, Seneca, and the elder Pliny made 
such free use of their libraries ; and it has happened that 
Epicurus, with his unsubstantial nothingness, has “ melted 
into thin air,’’ while the solid treasures have buoyed them- 
selves up amidst the wrecks of nations. 

On this subject of quotation, literary politics, — for the 
commonwealth has its policy and its eahinet-seci'ets, — are 
more concerned than the reader suspects. Authorities in 
matters of fact are often called for ; in matters of opinion, 
indeed, w^hich perhaps are of more importance, no one requires 
any authority. But too open and generous a revelation of 
the chapter and the page of the original quoted has often 
proved detrimental to the legitimate honours of the quoter. 
They are unfairly appropriated by the next comer ; the quoter 
is never quoted, but the authority he has afforded is produced 
by his successor with the air of an original research. I have 
seen MSS. thus confidently referred to, which could never 
have met the eye of the writer. A learned historian declared 
to me of a contemporaiy, that the latter had appropriated his 
researches ; he might, indeed, and he had a right to refer to 
the same originals ; but if his predecessor had opened the 
sources for him, gratitude is not a silent virtue. Gilbert 

^ Soiitbey says — “A quotation may be likened to a text on which a 
sermon is preached.” 
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Stuai't thus lived on Bobertson : and as Professor Bugakl 
Btewart observes, “ his curiosity has seldom led him into anv 
])uth where the genius and industry of his predecessor had 
not previously cleared the way.” It is for this reason some 
authors, who do not care to trust to tlic equity and gratitude 
of their successors, will not furnish the means of su .planting 
themselves ; for, by not yielding up their authorities, they 
themselves become one. Some authors, who are pleased at 
seeing their names occur in the margins of other hooks than 
their'^own, have practised this political management ; such as 
Alexander ab Alexandi’O, and other com})ilers of that stamp, 
to whose labours of small value we are often obliged to refer, 
from the circumstance that they themselves have not pointed 
out their authorities. 

One word more on this long chapter of quotatiois'. To 
make a happy one is a thing not easily to be done.*^ Cardi- 
nal du Perron used to say, that the hap}\y application of a 
verse from Virgil was worth a talent; and Jlayle, perhaps too 
much prepossessed in their favour, has insinuated, that there 
is not less invention in a just and happy a])plication of a 
thought found in a hook, than in being the first author of, 
that thought. The art of quotation requires more delicacy 
in the practice than those conceive wlio can sec nothing more 
in a quotation than an extract. Wlienever the mind of a 
writer is saturated with the full inspiration of a great author, a 
quotation gives com]>lcteness to the wliole ; it seals his feelings' 
with undisputed authority. AVhenever we would prepare the 
mind by a forcible appeal, an opening (pioiatiou is a symphony 
preluding on the chords whose tones we are about to har- 
monise. Perhaps no writers of our times have discovered 
more of this delicacy of quotation tlian th.c author of the 
“Pursuits of Literature;” and Mr. Southey, in some of his 
beautiful periodical investigations, whei-c we have often ac- 
knowledged the solemn and striking edect of a quotation from 
our elder writers. 

* Hone had this faculty in a large degree, and oi:o of his best political 
satires, the “Political Showman at Home,” is entirely made out uf quota- 
tions from older authois applicable to the real or faucied characteristics of 
the politicians he satiilzed. 



421 


THE ORiaiN OF DANTE’S INFERNO. 

Nearly six centuries have elapsed since the appearance of 
the great work of Dante, and the 'itcrarj historians of Italy 
are even now disputing respecting* the origin of this poem, 
•singular in its nature and in its excellence. In ascertaining 
a point so long inquired after, and so keenly disputed, it will 
rather increase our admiration than detract from the genius 
of this great poet ; and it will illustrate the useful principle, 
iihat every great genius is influenced by the objects and the 
feelings which occupy his own times, only differing from the 
race of his brothers by the magical force of his developments : 
the light he sends forth over the world he often catches from 
the faint and unobserved spark which would die away and 
turn to nothing in another hand. 

The Divina Commedia of Dante is a visionary journey 
through the three realms of the after-life existence; and 
though, in the classical ardour of our poetical pilgrim, he al- 
lows his conductor to be a Pagan, the scenes are those of 
monkish imagination. The invention of a vision was the 
usual vehicle for religious instruction in his age ; it was 
adapted to the genius of the sleeping Homer of a monastery, 
and to the comprehension, and even to the faith of the popu- 
lace, whose minds were then awake to these awful themes. 

The mode of writing visions has been imperfectly detected 
by several modern inquirers. It got into the Fabliaux of tlie 
•J ongleurs, or Provencal bards, before the days of Dante ; they 
had these visions or pilgrimages io'Hell ; the adventures were 
no doubt solemn to them — but it seemed absurd to attribute 
the origin of a sublime poem to such inferior, and to us even 
ludicrous, inventions. Every one, therefore, found out some 
other origin of Dante’s Inferno — since the^^ were resolved to 
have one — in other works more congenial to its nature ; the 
description of a second life, the melancholy or the glorified 
.scenes of punishment or bliK=?s, with the animated shades of 
men who *were no more, had been opened to the Italian bard 
by his favourite Virgil, and might have been suggested, 
according to Warton, by the Somnimi Bcipionis of Cicero. 

But the entire work of Dante is Gothic ; it is a picture of 
his times, of his own ideas, of the people about him; nothing 
of classical antiquit}?- resembles it; and although the name of 
Vii’gil is introduced into a Christian Hades, it is assuredly 
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not the Eoman, for Dante’s Virgil speaks and acts as the 
Latin poet could never have done. It is one of the absurdi- 
ties of Dante, who, like our Shakspcare, or like Gothic archi. 
tecture itself, has many things which “ lead to nothing 
amidst their massive greatness. 

Had the Italian and the Drench commentators who have 
troubled themselves on this occasion known the art which we 
have happily practised in this country, of illustrating a great 
national bard by endeavouring to recover the contemporary 
writings and circumstances which were connected with his 
studies and his times, they had long ere this discovered the 
real fj'ainework of the Inferno. 

Within the last twenty years it had been rumoured that 
Dante had borrowed or stolen his Inferno from “ The Vision 
of Alhcrico,” which was written two centuries before his time. 
The literary antiquary, Bottari, had discovered a manuscript of 
this Vision of Alberico, and, in haste, made extracts of a 
startling natm’e. They were well adapted to inflame the 
cui’iosity of those who arc eager after anything new about 
something old ; it throws an air of erudition over the small 
talker, who otherwise would care little about the original ! 
This was not the first time that the whole ediHce of genius 
had been threatened by the motion of a remote earilnpiakc j 
but in these cases it usually happens that those early disco- 
verers who can judge of. a little part, are in total blindness 
when they would decide on a whole. A poisonous mildew 
seemed to have settled on the laurels of Dante ; nor were wo 
relieved from our constant inquiries, till i I Sigr, Abbate Cau- 
cellieri at Home published, in 1SI4, this much talkod-of 
manuscript, and has now enabled us to sec and to decide, and 
even to add tho present little article as an useful sup^dement. 

True it is that Dante must have read with equal attention 
and delight this authentic riaion of Alberico ; lor it is given, 
so we are assured by the whole monastery, as it happened to^ 
their ancient brother when a boy ; many a striking, and 
many a positive resemblance in the “ Divina Commedia” has 
been pointed out ; and Mr. Cary, in bis English version of 
Dante, so English, that he makes Dante speak in blank verse 
very much like Dante in stanzas, has observed, that The 
reader will, in these marked resemblances, see enough to con- 
vince him that Dante had read this siugiilar The 

truth is,, that the ^'Vision of Alberico ” must not be consi- 
dered as timigitlar v/ork — ^but, on the contrary, as the preva-^ 
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lent mode of composition in the monastic ages. It has been 
ascertained that AUberico was written in the twelfth century, 
judging of the age of a manuscript by the writing. I shall 
now preserve a vision which a French antiquary had long ago ‘ 
given, merely with the design to show how the monks abused 
the simplicity of our Gothic ancestors, and with an utter 
want of taste for such inventions, he deems the present one 
to be “ monstrous.’’ He has not told us the age in w^hich it 
was written. This vision, however, exhibits such complete 
scenes of the Inferno of the great poet, that the writer must 
have read Dante, or Dante must have read this writer. The 
manuscript, with another of the same kind, is in the King’s 
library at Paris, and some future researcher may ascertain 
the age of these Gothic compositions ; doubtless they will be 
found to belong to the age of Alberico, for they are alike 
stamped by the same dark and awful imagination, the same 
depth of feeling, the solitary genius of the monaster}^ ! 

It may, however, bo necessary to observe, that these 
“ Visions ” were merely a vehicle for popular instruction ; nor 
must we depend on the age of their composition by the names 
of the supposititious visionaries affixed to them : they were 
the satires of the times. The following elaborate views of 
some scenes in the Inferno were composed by an honest monlc 
who was dissatisfied with the bishops, and took this covert 
means of pointing out how the neglect of their episcopal 
duties was punished in the after-life ; he had an equal quarrel 
with the feudal nobility for their oppressions : and he even 
boldly ascended to the throne. 

“ The Vision of Charles the Bald, of the places of punish- 
ment, and the happiness of the Just.’^" 

“I, Charles, by the gratuitous gift of God, king of the 
Germans, Eoman patrician, and likewise emperor of the 
Franks ; 

On the holy night of Sunday, having performed the 
divine offices of matins, returning to my bed to sleep, a voice 
most terrible came to my ear ; ‘ Charles ! thy spirit shall now 
issue from thy body; thou shalt go and behold the judgments 
of God ; they shall serve thee only as presages, and thy spirit 
shall again retmm shortly afterwards.’ Instantly was my 
spirit rapt, and he who bore me away was a being of the 
most splendid whiteness. He put into my hand a ball of 


* la MS. Bib. Reg. inter lat. No. 2447, p, 134. 
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thread, which shed a blaze of light, such as the comet darts 
wlicii it is apparent. He divided it, and said to me, ‘ Take 
thou this thread, and bind it strongly on the thumb of thy 
right liand, and by this I will lead thee through the infernal 
labyrinth of punishments.’ 

“ ^Jhien going before me with velocity, but always unwind- 
ing this luminous thread, lie eonduetetl me into deep valleys 
filled with iires, and wells inflamed, blazing with all sorts of 
unctuous matter. There I observed the prelates wlio had 
served my latlicr and my ancestors. Although I trembled, 

I still, however, inquired of them to learn tlie cause of their 
torments. They ansvvered, ‘ Wo are the bishops of your 
father and your ancestors ; instead of uniting them and their 
peojile in peace and concord, we sowed among them discord, 
and were tlie kindlers of evil : f<ir this are we burning in these 
Tartarean punishments ; we, and other mcn-slayers and de- 
vourers of rapine. Here also sliall come your bishops, and 
that crowd of satellites who surround yon, and who imitate 
tlie evil we have done.’ 

And while I listened to them tremblingly, I beheld the 
blackest demons flying with hooks of burning iron, who 
would have caught the ball of thread which I held in my 
hand, and liave drawn it towards them, but it darted stich a 
reverberating light, that they could not lay hold of the thread. 
These demons, when at my back, hustled to precipitate me 
into those sulphureous pits; but my coiuhietor, wlio carried 
the ball, wound about my shoulder a double thread, drawing 
me to him witli such force, tiiat wc aseeuded high niountains 
of flame, from wlienec issued lake.s and burning streams, melt- 
ing all kinds of metals. There I found the souls of lords 
who had served my lather and my brothers ; some plunged 
ill up to the hair of their heads, others to their chins, others 
with half their bodies immersed. These yelling, cried to me, 
*It'is for inflaming discontents witli your fatlier, and your 
brothers, and yourself, to make war and spread murder and 
rapine, eager for earthly spoils, that we now sulibr these tor- 
ments in these rivers of boiling metal.' While I was timidly 
bending over their suliering, I heard at my back the clamours 
of voiQQ^^potentes jpoieiiter tormenfa paimntur! ^The power- 
ful suder torments powerfully;’ and I looked up, and beheld on 
the shores boiling streams and ardent furnaces, blazing with 
pitch and sulphur, full of great dragons, large scorpions, and 
serpents of a strange species ; where also I saw some of my 
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ancestors, princes, and my brothers also, who said to me, 

‘ Alas, Charles ! behold our heavy punishment for evil, and 
for proud malignant counsels, which, in our realms and 
in thine, we yielded to from the lust of dominion.’ As I 
was grieving with their groans, dragons hurried on, who 
'sought to devour me with throats open, belching flame and 
sulphur. But my leader trebled the thread over me, at 
whose resplendent light these were overcome. Leading me 
then securely, we descended into a great valley, which on one 
side was dark, except where lighted by ardent furnaces, while 
the amenity of the other was so pleasant and splendid, that 
I cannot describe it. I turned, however, to the obscure and 
flaming side ; I beheld some kings of my race agonised in 
great and strange punishments, and I thought how in an 
instant tlie huge black giants who in turmoil were working 
to set this whole valley into flames, would have hurled me 
into these gulfs ; I still trembled, \vhen the luminous thread 
cheered my eyes, and on the other side of the valley a light 
for a little while whitened, gradually breaking : I observed 
two fountains ; one, whose waters had extreme heat, the 
other more temperate and clear ; and two large vessels filled 
with these waters. The luminous thread rested on one of 
the fervid waters, where I saw my father Louis covered to 
liis thighs, and though labouring in the anguish of bodily 
pain, lie spoke to me. ^ M}'' son Charles, fear nothing 1 I 
know that thy spirit shall return unto thy body ; and God 
has permitted thee to come here that thou mayest witness, 
because of the sins I have committed, the punishments I 
endure. One day I am placed in the boiling bath of this 
large vessel, and on another changed into that of more tern-, 
pered w’-aters : this I owe to the prayers of Saint Peter, Saint 
Denis, Saint Eemy, who are the patrons of our royal bouse ; 
but if by prayers and masses, offerings and alms, psalmody 
and vigils, my faithful bishops, and abbots, and even all the 
ecclesiastical order, assist me, it will not be long before I 
am delivered from these boiling waters. Look on your 
leftl’ I looked and beheld two tuns of boiling waters. 
^ These are prepared for thee,’ he said, ‘ if thou wilt not be 
thy own corrector, and do penance for thy crimes 1’ Then I 
began to sink with horror ; but my guide perceiving the panic 
of my spirit, said to me, ^ Follow me to the right of the 
valley, bright in the glorious light of Paradise.’ I had not 
long proceeded, when, amidst the most illustrious kings, I 



426 The Oi'igin of Daniels Inferno. 

"bolield my uncle Lotharius seated on a topaz, of marvellous 
inaguitude, covered with a most precious diadem ; and beside 
him was his son Louis, like him crowned, and seeing me, he 
spake with a blandishment of ah, and a sweetness of voice, 

‘ Charles, my successor, now the thhd in the Koman empire, 
approach 1 I know that thou hast come to view these places' 
of punishment, where thy father and my brother groans to 
his destined hour : but still to end by the intercession of the 
three saints, the patrons of the kings and the people of France. 
Know that it will not be long ere thou shalt be dethroned, 
and shortly after thou shalt dieT Then Louis .turning to- 
wards me : ‘ Thy Bom an empire shall pass into the hands 
of Louis, the son of my daughter ; give him the sovereign 
authority, and trust to his h^iids that ball of thread thou 
boldest.* Directly I loosened it from the finger of my right 
hand to give the empire to his son. This invested him with 
empire, and he became brilliant with all light ; and at the 
same instant, admirable to see, my spirit, greatly wearied 
and broken, returned gliding into my body. Hence let all 
know whatever happen, that Louis the Young possesses the 
Homan empire destined by G-od. And so the Lord who 
reigneth over the living and the dead, and whpse kingdom 
endureth for ever and for aye, will perform when he shall call 
me away to another life.** 

The kh'ench literary antiquaries judged of these Yisions’* 
with the mere nationality of their taste. Everything Gothic, 
with them is barbarous, and they see nothing in the redeem- 
ing spirit of genius, nor the secret purpose of these curious 
documents of the age. 

The Vision of Charles the Bald may he found in the 
ancient chronicles of Saint Denis, which were written under 
the eye of -the Abbe Suger, the learned and able minister of 
Louis the Young, and which were certainly composed before 
the thirteenth century. The learned writer of the fourth 
volume of the Melanges tir^s d^une grande BibliotlieQue^v^fho 
had as, little taste for these mysterious visions as the other 
French ^itic, apologises for the venerable Abb6 Suger’s ad- 
mission of such visions ; “ Assuredly,*’ he says, “ the Abhd 
Suger was too wise and too enlightened to believe in similar 
visions; but if he suffered its insertion, or ff he inserted it 
himself in the chronicle of Saint Denis, it is because he felt 
,-that .such a fable offered an excellent lesson to kings, to 
ministers and bishops, and it had been well if they had not 
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had worse tales told them.” The latter pai’t is as philoso- 
phical as the former is the reverse. 

In these extraordinary productions of a G-othic age we may 
assuredly discover Dante; but what are they more than the 
framework of his unimitated picture! It is only this me- 
chanical part of his sublime conceptions that we can pretend 
to have discovered ; other poets might have adopted these , 

Visions but we should have had no “ Divina Commedia.” 
Mr. Cary has finely observed of these pretended origins of 
Dante’s genius, although Mr. Cary knew only the Vision of 
Alberico, It is the scale of magnificence on which this con- 
ception was framed, and the wonderful development of it in 
all its parts, that may justly entitle our poet to rank among 
the few minds to whom the power of a great creative faculty 
can be ascribed.” Milton might originally have sought the 
seminal hint of his great work from a sort of Italian mystery. 
In the words of Dante himself, 

Poca favilla gran fiamma seconda. 

II Faradm, Can. i. 

From a small spark 

Great flame hath risen. 

Caht. 

After all, Dante has said in a letter, ‘‘ I found the oniGiKAX 
of;MT HSLL ill THE WOELD which we inhabit;” and he 
said a greater truth than some literary antiquaries can always 
comprehend 1’^ 

* In the recent edition of Dante, by Komanis, in four volumes, quarto, 

' the last preserves the Vision of Alberico,” and a strange correspondence 
on its publication ; the resemblances in numerous passages are pointed out. 
It is curious to observe that the good Catholie Ahbate Oanccllieri^ at first 
maintdned the authenticity of the Vision, by alleging that similar revela- 
tions have not been unusual ! — the Cavaliere Ghcrardi Rossi attacked the 
■whole as the crude legend of a boy who w^as only made the instrument of 
the monks, and was either a liar or a parrot] We may express our 
astonishment that, at the present day, a subject of mere literary inquiry 
should have been involved with ‘‘the faidi of the Eoman church.” Can- 
cellieri becomes at length submissive to the lively attacks of Eossi ; and 
the editor gravely adds his “conclusion,” which had nearly concluded 
nothing ! He discovers pictures, sculptures, and a mystery acted, as well 
as Visions in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, from which he imagines 
the Inferno, the Purgatorio, and the Paradiso owe their first conception. 
The originality of Dante, however, is maintained on a right principle ; that 
the poet only employed the ideas and the materials w'hich he found in his- 
own country and his own times. 
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OP A HISTOBY OF EYEITTS WHICH HAYE NOT HAPPENED. 

■Such a title might serve for a work of not incurious nor uii- 
philosopliical speculation, which might enlarge our general 
views of human affairs, and assist our comprehension of 
those events which are enrolled on the registers of history. 
The scheme of Providence is carrying on sublunary events, by 
means inscrutable to us, 

A miglity maze, but not without a plan ! 

8ome mortals have recently written history, and “ Lectures 
on History,” who presume to explain the great scene of 
human affairs, affecting the same familiarity with the designs 
of Providence as with the events which they compile from 
human authorities. Every party discovers in the events 
which at first were adverse to their own cause but fina% 
terminate in their fiivour, that Providence had used a peculiar 
and particular interference ; this, is a source of human error 
and intolerant prejudice. The Jesuit Mariana, exulting over 
the destruction of the kingdom and nation of the G*oths in 
Spain, observes, that “ It was b}’' a particular providence that 
out of their ashes might rise a new and holy Spain, to he the 
hulijoarlc of the catholic religion;'^ and unquestionably he 
would have adduced as proofs of this ‘Mioly Spain” the 
establishment of the Inquisition, and the dark idolatrous 
bigotry of that hoodwinked people. But a protestant will 
not sympathise wdth tlie feelings of the Jesuit ; yet the pro- 
testants, too, will discover particular providences, and mag- 
nify human events into supernatural ones. This custom has 
long prevailed among fanatics ; we have had books published 
by individuals, of “ particular providences,” which, as they 
imagined, had fallen to their lot. They are called “ passages 
of providence;’^ and one I recollect by a crack-brained 
puritan, whose experience never w^ent beyond his own 
neighbourhood, but who having a very bad temper, and many 
whom lie considered his enemies, wrote down all the misfor- 
tunes which happened to them as acts of “ particular provi- 
dences,” and valued his blessedness on the efficacy of his' 
■curses ! 

Without venturing to penetrate into the mysteries , of the 
present order of human affairs, and the grofcit scheme of 
fatality or of accident, it may be sufficiently evident to us, 
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that often on a single event iwolve the fortunes of men and 
of nations. 

An eminent writer has speculated on the defeat of Charles 
the Second at Worcester, as “one of those events which 
most strikingly exemplify how much better events are dis- 
posed of by Providence, than they would be if tlie direction 
were left to the choice even of the best and the wisest men.” 
He proceeds to show, that a royal victory must have been 
succeeded by other severe struggles, and by different parties. 
A civil war would have contained within itself another civil 
war. One of the blessings of his defeat at Worcester was, 
that it left the commonwealth’s men masters of the three 
kingdoms, and afforded them “full leisure to complete and 
perfect their own structure of government. The experiment 
was fairly tried; there \vas nothing from without to disturb 
the process ; it went on duly from change to change.” The 
close of this history is well known. Had the royalists ob- 
tained the victory at Worcester, the commonwealth party 
might have obstinately persisted, that had their republic not 
been overthrown, “ their free and liberal government” would 
have diffused its universal happiness through the three king- 
doms. This idea is ingenious ; and might have been pursued 
in my proposed “ History of Events which have not hap- 
pened,” under the title of “ The Battle of Worcester won by 
Charles the Second.” The chaptei’, however, would have had 
a brighter close, if the sovereign and the royalists had proved 
themselves better men than the knaves and fanatics of tho 
commonwealth. It is not for us to scrutinise into “the- 
ways” of Providence; but if Providence conducted Chailes 
the Second to the throne, it appears to have deserted him 
when there. 

Historians, for a particular purpose, have sometimes amused 
themselves with a detail of an event which did not happen. 
A history of this kind we find in the ninth -book of Livy ; 
and it forms a digression, where, with his delightful copious- 
ness, he reasons on the probable consequences which would 
have ensued had Alexander the Great invaded Italy. Some 
Greek writers, to raise the Parthians to an equality with the 
Homans, had insinuated that the great name of this military 
monarch, who is said never to have lost a battle, would have 
intimidated the Romans, and would have checked their pas- 
sion for universal dominion. The patriotic Livy, disdaining 
that the glory of his nation, which had never ceased from 
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war far nearly eight hundred years, should be put in compe- 
tition with the career of a young conqueror, which had 
scarcely lasted ten, enters into a parallel of man with mm, 
general with general, and victory with victory.” In the full 
charm of his imagination lie brings Alexander down into 
Italy, he invests him with all his virtues, and ‘‘ dusks their 
lustre” with all his defects. He arranges the Macedonian 
army, while he exultingly shows five Eoman armies at that 
moment pursuing their conquests ; and he cautiously counts 
the numerous allies who would have combined their forces ; 
he even descends to compare the weapons and the modes of 
warfare of the Macedonians with those of the Eomans. 
Livy, as if he had caught a momentaiy panic at the first 
success which had probably attended Alexander in his descent 
into Italy, brings forward the great commanders he would 
have had to encounter ; he compares Alexander with each, 
and at length terminates his fears, and claims his triumph, by 
discoveiing that the Macedonians had but one Alexander, 
while the Bomans had several. This beautiful digression in 
Livy is a model for the narrative of an event which never 
happened. 

The Saracens from Asia had spread into- Africa, and at 
length possessed themselves of Spain. Eude, a discontented 
Luke of G-uienne in France, had been vanquished by Charles 
Martel, who derived that humble but glorious surname from, 
the event we are now to record. Charles had left Eude the 
enjoyment of his dukedom, provided that he held it as a fief 
from the crown ; hut blind with ambition and avarice, Eude 
adopted a scheme which threw Christianity itself, as well as 
Europe, into a crisis of peril which has never since occurred. 
By marrying a daughter with a Mahometan emir, he rashly 
began an intercourse with the Ishmaelites, one of whose fa- 
vourite projects was to plant a formidable colony of their 
faith in France. An army of four hundred thousand com- 
batants, as the chroniclers of the time aj0&rm, were^ seen de- 
scending into Guienne, possessing themselves in one day of 
his domains j and Eude soon discovered what sort of w^ork- 
men he had' called, to do that of which he himself was so 
incapable. Charles, with equal courage and prudence, beheld 
this heavy tempest bursting over his whole country ; and to, . 
rembve the first cause of this national evil, he reconciled the 
, discontented Eude, and detached the duke from his fatal alli- 
ance. But the Saracens were fast advancing through Tou- 
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raine, and had reached Tours by the river Loire : Abderara, 
the chief of the Saracens, anticipated a triumph in the mul- 
titude of his infantry, Jiis cavalry, and his camels, exliibiting 
a military warfare unknown in France ; he spread out his 
mighty armj^ to surround the French, and to take them, as it 
were in a net. The appearance terrified, and the mag- 
nificence astonished. Charles, collecting his far inferior 
forces, assured them that they had no other France than the 
spot they covered. He had ordered that the city of Tours 
should be closed on every Frenchman, unless he entered it 
victorious ; and he took care that every fugitive should be 
treated as an enemy by bodies of gens d'armes^ whom he 
placed to watch at the wings of his army. The combat was 
fuiious. The astonished Mahometan beheld his battalions 
defeated as he urged them on singly to the French, who on 
that day had resolved to offer their lives as an immolation to 
their mother-country. Eude on that day, ardent to clear 
himself from the odium which he had incurred, with despe- 
rate valour, taking a wide compass, attacked his new allies in 
the rear. The camp of the Mahometan was forced; the 
shrieks of his women and children reached him from amidst 
the massacre; terrified he saw his multitude shaken. 
Charles, who beheld the light breaking through this dark 
cloud of men, exclaimed to his countrymen, “ My friends, 
God has raised his banner, and the unbelievers perish !” The 
mass of the Saracens, though broken, could not fly ; their 
own multitude pressed themselves together, and the Christian 
sword mowed down the Mahometans. Abderam was found 
dead in a vast heap, unwounded, stifled by his own mul- 
titude. Historians record that three hundred and sixty 
thousand Saracens perished on lajournU de Tours ; but their 
fears and their joy probably magnified their enemies. Thus 
Charles saved his own country, and, at that moment, all the 
rest of Europe, from this deluge of people, which had poured 
down from Asia and Africa. Every Christian people returned 
a solemn thanksgiving, and saluted their deliverer as “ the 
Hammer’* of France. But the Saracens were not con- 
quered ; Charles did not even venture on their pursuit ; and a 
second invasion proved almost as terrifying ; army still poured 
down on army, and it was long, and after many dubious re- 
sults, that the Saracens were rooted out of France. Such is 
the history of one of the most important events which has 
passed ; but that of an event which did not happen, would 



433 


Of a History of Events, 

be the result of this famous conflict, had the Mahometan 
power triumphed! The Mahometan dominion had pre- 
dominated through Europe 1 The imagination is startled 
when it discovers how much depended on this invasion, at a 
time when there existed no political state in Europe, no ba- 
lance of power in one common tie of confederation 1 , A 
single battle, and a single treason, had before made the Ma- 
hometans sovereigns of Spain. We see that the same events 
had nearly been repeated in France : and had the Crescent 
towered above the Cross, as every appearance promised to the 
Sai'aeeiiic hosts, the least of our evils had now been, that we 
should have worn turbans, combed our beards instead of 
shaving them, have beheld a more magnificent architecture 
than the Grecian, while the public mind Inid been bounded by 
the arts and literature of the Moorish university of Cor- 
dova 1 

One of the great revolutions of Modern Europe perhaps 
had not occurred, had the personal feelings of Luther been 
respected, and had his personal interest been consulted. 
Guicciardini, whose veracity wo cannot suspect, has preserved 
a fact which proves how very nearly some important events 
which have taken place, might not have happened 1 I tnm- 
scribe the passage from his thirteenth book: “Csesar (the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth), after he had given an hearing in 
The Diet of Worms to Martin Luther, and caused his opinions 
to be examined by a number of divines, who reported that 
his doctrine was erroneous and pernicious to the Christian 
religion, had, to gratify the pontiff, put him under the ban of 
the empire, which so terrified Martin, that, if the injurious 
and threatening words which were given him by Cardinal Ban 
Bisto, the apostolical legate, had not thrown him into the 
utmost despair, it is believed it would have been easy, by 
giving him some preferment, or providing for him some 
honourable way of living, to make him renounce his errors.’’ 
Ey this we may infer that one of the true authors of the 
, reformation was this very apostolical legate ; they had suc- 
ceeded in terrifying Luther ; but they were not satisfied till 
they had insulted him; and with such a temper as LutheFs, 
the sense of personal insult would remove even, that of terror; 
it would' unquestionably survive it.* A similar proceeding 

* Sfichelet, ia his “ Life of Lather,” says the Spanish soldiers mocked 
and loaded him with insults, on the evening of his last examination before 
the Lietat Worms, on his leaving the town-hall to return to his hostelry : 
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with Pranklin, from our ministers, is said to have produced the 
same effect with that political sage. What Guicciardini has tol d 
of Luther preserves the sentiment of the times. Charles tlio 
Fifth was so fully persuaded that he could have put down the 
Eeformation, had he rid himself at once of the chief, that 
having granted Luther a safeguard to appear at the Council 
of Worms, in his last moments he repented, as of a sin, that 
having had Luther in his hands he suffered him to escape ; for 
to have violated his faith with a heretic he held to be no crime. 

In the history of religion, human instruments have been 
permitted to be the great movers of its chief revolutions ; 
and the most important events concerning national religions 
appear to have depended on the passions of individuals, and 
the circumstances of the time. Impure means have often 
produced the most glorious results ; and this, perhaps, may 
be among the dispensations of Providence. 

A similar transaction occurred in Europe and in Asia. The 
motives and conduct of Constantine the Great, in the alliance 
of the Christian faith with his government, are far more ob- 
vious than any one of those .qualities with which the pane- 
gyric of Eusebius so vainly cloaks over the crimes and 
■unchristian life of this polythcistical Christian. In adopting 
a new faith as a coitp-d'^tat, and by investing the church with 
temporal power, at which Dante so indignantly exclaims, he 
founded the religion of Jesus, but corrupted its guardians. 
The same occurrence took place in France under Clovis. The 
fabulous religion of Paganism Tvas fast on its decline ; Clbvis 
had resolved to unite the four different principalities which 
divided Gaul into one empire. In the midst of an important 
battle, as fortune hung doubtful between the parties, the 
pagan monarch invoked the God of his fair Christian queen, 
and obtained the victory ! St. Eemi found no difficulty in 
pei’suading Clovis, after the fortunate event, to adopt the 
Christian creed. Political reasons for some time suspended 
the king’s open conversion. At length the Franks followed 
their sovereign to the baptismal fonts. According to Pasquier, 
ETaude, and other political writers, these recorded miracles,-^^ 

be ceased to employ arguments after this, and wlien next day tlie arcli- 
bishop of Treves wislied to renew them, he replied in the language of Scrip- 
ture, If this work be of men, it will come to nought, but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it.” 

* The miracles of Clovis consisted of a shield, which was picked up after 
having fallen from the skies ; the anointing oil, conveyed from heaven by 
a white dove in a phial, which, till the reign of Louis XVI. consecrated 

TOL, II. F F 
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like those of Constaatine, were but inventions to authorise- 
the change of religion. Clovis used the new creed as a iever 
by whose machinery he would he enabled to crush the petty 
princes his neighbours ; and, like Constantine, Clovis, sullied 
by crimes of as dark a dye, obtained the title of “ The Great.” 
Had not the most capricious “Defender of the Faith” been 
influenced by the most violent of passions, the Eeformation, 

' so feebly and so imperfectly begun aiid continued, had possibly 
never freed England from the papal thraldom ; 

For Gfospel light first beamed from Bullen’s eyes. 

It is, however, a curious fact, that when the fall of Anne* 
BuUen was decided on, Eome eagerly prepared a reunion with 
the papacy, on terms too flattering for Henry to have re- 
sisted. It was only prevented taking place by an incident 
that no human foresight could have predicted. The day 
succeeding the decapitation of Anne Bullen witnessed the 
nuptials of Henry with the protestant Jane Seymour. This 
changed the whole policy. The despatch from Eome came a 
day too late ! From such a near disaster the English Eeforma- 
tion escaped ! The catholic Ward, in his singular Hudibrastie 
poem of “England’s Eeforrnation,” in some odd rhymeSj has 
characterised it by a naivete^ which we are much too delicate 
to repeat. The catholic writers censure Phihp for recalling 
the Duke of Alva from the l^etherlands. According to these 
humane politicians, the unsparing sword, and the penal fires 
of this resolute captain, had certainly accomplished the fate 
of the heretics ; for angry lions, however numerous, would 
find their numerical force diminished by gibbets and pit-holes. 
We have lately been informed by a curious writer, that protes- 
tantism once existed in Spain, and was actually extirpated at 
the moment by the crushing arm of the Inquisition.^ Accord- 
ing to these catholic politicians, a great event in catholic his- 
tory did not occur — the spirit of Catholicism, predominant in 

the kings of France ; and the oriflamme, or standard with golden fiames, 
long suspended over the tomb of St. Denis, which the French kings only 
raised over the tomb when their crown was in imminent p.eiil. No future 
king of France can be anointed vith Ihe ^ainU a'in^oule, or oil brought 
down to earth by a white dove ; in 1794 it was broken by some profane- 
' hand, amd antiquaries have since agreed that it was only an ^cient 
, lacbrymatory 1 - , 

i?his fact was probably quite unloiown to us, till it was given in the 
“Quarterly Eeview,” vol. xxis. However, the same event was going on 
in Italy, ' , 
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a land of protestants — from the Spanish monarch failing to 
support Alva in finishing what he had begun ! Had the 
armada of Spain safely landed with the benedictions of Home, 
in England, at a moment when our own fleet was short of 
gunpowder, and at a time when the English catholics formed 
a powerful party in the nation, we might now be going to 
mass. 

After his immense conquests, had Gustavus Adolphus not 
perished in the battle of Lutzen, where his genius obtained a 
glorious victory, unquestionably a wonderful change had ope- 
rated on the affairs of Europe; the protestant cause had 
balanced, if not preponderated over, the catholic interest; 
and Austria, which appeared a sort of universal monarchy, had 
seen her eagle’s wings clipped. But “the Antichrist,” as 
Gustavus was called by the priests of Spain and Italy, the 
saviour of protestantism, as he is called by England and 
Sweden, whose death occasioned so many bonfires among the 
catholics, that the Spanish court interfered lest fuel should 
become too scarce at the approaching winter — Gustavus fell 
— the fit hero for one of those great events which have never 
happened ! 

On the first publication of the “Icon Basilike,” of Charles 
theEirst,the instantaneous efiect produced on the nation was 
such, fifty editions, it is said, appearing in one year, that Mr. 
Malcolm Laing observes, that “had this book,” a sacred 
volume to those who considered that sovereign as a martyr, 
“appeared &weeh soofier, it might have preserved the king,” 
and possibly have produced a reaction of popular feeling! 
The chivalrous Dundee made an offer to James the Second, 
which, had it been acted on, Mr. Laing acknowledges, might 
have produced another change I What then had become of 
our “glorious Revolution,” which from its earliest step, 
throughout the reign of William, was still vacillating amidst 
the unstable opinions and contending interests of so many of 
its first movers ? 

The great political error of Cromwell is acknowledged by 
all parties to have been the adoption of the French interest 
in preference to the Spanish ; a strict alliance with Spain had 
preserved the balance of Europe, enriched the commercial 
industry of England, and, above all, had checked the over- 
growing power of the French government. Before Cromwell 
had contributed to the predominance of the French power, 
the French Huguenots were of consequence enough to secure- 
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an indulgent treatment. The parliament, as Elizabeth her- 
self had formerly done, considered -so powerful a party in 
I'rance as useful allies ; and anxious to extend the principles 
of the Keforrnation, and to further the suppression of popery, 
the parliament had once listened to, and had even commenced 
a treaty with, deputies from Bordeaux, the purport of which 
was the assistance of the French Huguenots in tlieir scheme 
of forming themselves into a republic, or independent state ; 
but Cromwell, on his usurpation, not only overthrew the 
design, but is believed to have betrayed it to Mazarin. What 
a change in the affairs of Europe had Cromwell adopted the 
Spanish interest, and assisted the French Huguenots in 
becoming an independent state ! The revocation of the edict 
of Hantes, and the increase of the French dominion, which 
so long afterwards disturbed the peace of Europe, were the 
consequence of this fatal error of Cromwell’s, The inde- 
pendent state of the French Huguenots, and the' reduction 
of ambitious France, perhaps to a secondary European 
power, had saved Europe from the scourge of the French 
revolution ! 

The elegant pen of Mr. Eoscoe has lately afforded me 
another curious sketch of a history of events whieli have not 
happened. 

M. de Sismondi imagines, against the opinion of every his- 
torian, that the death of Lorenzo de’ Medici was a matter of 
indifference to the prosperity of Italy ; as “ he could not have 
]orevented the different projects which had been matured in 
the French cabinet for the invasion and conquest of Italy; 
and therefore he concludes that all historians are misttiken 
who bestow on Lorenzo the honour of having preserved the 
peace of Italy, because the great invasion that overthrew it 
did not take place till two years after his death.” Mr. Eoscoe 
has philosophically vindicated the honour which his hero has 
justly received, by employing the principle which in this 
article has been developed. ' “Though Lorenzo de’ Medici 
could not perhaps have prevented the important events that 
took place in other nations of Europe, it by no means follows 
that the life or death of Lorenzo was equally indifferent to 
the affairs of Italy, or that circumstances would have been 
the same in case he had lived, as in the event of his death.” 
Mr. Eoscoe then proceeds to show how Lorenzo’s “prudent 
measures and proper representations might probably have 
prevented the French expedition, which Charles the Eighth 
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was frequently on the point of abandoning. Lorenzo would 
not certainl}?* have taken the precipitate measures of his son 
Piero, in surrendering the Plorentino fortresses. His family 
would not in consequence have been expelled the city; a 
powerful mind might have influenced the discordant politics 
of the Italian princes in one common defence ; a slight oppo- 
sition to the fugitive army of France, at the pass of Faro, 
might have given the French sovereigns a wholesome lesson, 
and prevented those bloody contests that were soon afterwards 
renewed in Italy. As a single remove at chess varies the 
loliole game^ so the death of an individual of such importance 
in the affairs of Europe as Lorenzo de’ Medici could not fail 
of producing such a change in its political relations as must 
have varied them in an incalculable degree.’’ Pignotti also 
describes the state of Italy at this time. Had Lorenzo lived 
to have seen his son elevated to the papacy, this historian, 
adopting our present principle, exclaims, “ A happy era for 
Italy and Tuscany had then ocoui^eed ! On this head wo 
can, indeed, be only allowed io conjecture ; hut the fancy, 
guided by reason, may expatiate at will in this imaginary 
state, and contemplate Italy re-united by a stronger bond, 
flourishing under its own institutions and arts, and delivered 
from all those lamented struggles which occurred within so 
short a period of time.” 

, Whitaker, in his “ Vindication of Mary Queen of Scots,” 
has a speculation in the true spirit of this article. When 
such dependence was made upon Elizabeth’s dying without 
issue, the Countess of Shrewsbury had her son purposely 
residing in London, with two good and able horses continually 
ready to give the earliest intelligence of the sick Elizabeth’s 
death to the imprisoned Mary. On this the historian observes, 
And had this not improhahle event actually taJeen place, 
what a different complexion would our history have assumed 
from what it wears at joresent ! Mary would have been carried 
from a prison to a throne. Her wise conduct in prison would 
have been applauded by all. From Tutbury, from Sheffield, 
and from Chats worth, she would have been said to have 
touched with a gentle and masterly hand the springs that 
actuated all the nation, against the death of her tyrannical 
cousin,” &c. So ductile is history in the hands of man ! and 
so peculiarly does it bend to the force of success, and warp 
. with the warmth of prosperity ! 

Thus impoi'tant events have been nearly occurring, which, 
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liowever, did not take place ; and other's have happened which 
may be traced to accident, and to the character of an indivi- 
dual, We shall enlarge our conception of the nature of 
human events, and gather some useful instruction in our 
historical reading by pausing at intervals; contemplating, 
for a moment, on certain events vSliicli have not happened! 


OF FALSE POLITICAL BEPORTS. 

A FALSE report, if believed during three days, may be of 
great service to a government.” This political maxim has 
been ascribed to Catharine de’ Medici, an adept in coups 
d'etat, the arcana imperii I Between solid lying and dis- 
guised truth there is a difference known to writers* skilled in 
‘‘the art of governing mankind by deceiving them;” as 
politics, ill-understood, have been defined, and as, indeed, all 
party-politics are. These forgers prefer to use the truth 
disguised to the gross fiction. When the real truth can no 
longer be concealed, then they can confidently refer to it ; 
for they can still explain and obscure, while they secure on 
their side the party whose cause they have advocated,, A 
curious reader of history may discover the temporary and 
sometimes the lasting advantages of spreading rumours de- 
signed to disguise, or to counteract the real state of things. 
Such reports, set a going, serve to break down the sharp and 
fatal point of a panic, which might instantly occur ; in this 
way the public is saved from the horrors of consternation, 
and the stupefaction of despair. These riunours give a 
breathing time to prepare for the disaster, which is doled out 
cautiously ; and, as might be shown, in some cases these first 
reports have left an event in so ambiguous a state, that a 
doubt may still arise whether these reports were really desti- 
tute of truth ! Such reports, once printed, enter into history, 
and sadly perplex the honest historian. Of a battle fought 
in a remote situation, both parties for a long time, at home, 
may dispute the victory after the event, and the pen may 
prolong what the sword had long decided. This has been 
no unusual circumstance ; of several of the most impoi*tant 
battles on which the fate of Europe has hung, were we ,to 
rely on some reports of the time, we might still doubt of the 
manner of the transaction. A skirmish has been often raised 
into an arranged battle, and a defeat concealed in an account 
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of the killed and wounded, while victory has been claimed by 
both parties! Vilieroy, in all his encounters with Marl- 
borough, always sent home despatches by which no one 
could suspect that he was discomfited. Pompey, after his 
fatal battle with Csesai', sent letters to all the provinces and 
cities of the Bomans, describing with greater courage than 
he had fought, so that a report generally prevailed that 
Cjssar had lost the battle : Plutarch informs us, that three 
hundred writers had described the battle of Marathon. Many 
doubtless had copied their j)redecessors ; but it would perhaps 
have surprised us to have observed how materially some dif- 
fered in their nai’ratives. 

In looking over a collection of manuscript letters of the 
times of James the Pirst, I was struck by the contradictory 
reports of the result of the famous battle of Lutzen, so glorious 
and so fatal to Gustavus Adolphus ; the victory was, some- 
times reported to have been obtained by the Swedes ; but a 
general uncertainty, a sort of mystery, agitated the majority 
of the nation, who were staunch to the protestant cause. 
This state of anxious suspense lasted a considerable time. 
The fatal truth gradually came out in reports changing in their 
progress ; if the victory was allowed, the death of the Pro- 
testant Hero closed all hope! The historian of Gustayus 
Adolphus observes on this occasion, that “ Pew couriers were 
better received than those who conveyed the accounts of the 
king’s death to declared enemies or concealed ill-wishers ; nor 
did the report greatly displease the court of Whitehall, where 
the ministry, as it usually happens in cases of timidity, had 
its degree of apprehensions for fear the event should not be 
true ; and, as I have' learnt from good authority, imposed 
silence on the news-writers, and intimated the same to the 
pulpit in case any funeral encomium might proceed from that 
quarter.” Although the motive assigned by the writer, that 
of the secret indisposition of the cabinet of James the First 
"toAvards the fortunes of Gustavus, is to me by no means cer- 
tain, unquestionably the laiowledge of this disastrous event 
was long kept back by “ a timid ministry,” and the fiuctuating 
reports probably regulated by their designs. 

The same circumstance oocun’ed on another important 
event in modern history, where we may observe the artifice of 
party writers in disguising or suppressing the real fact. This 
■was the famous battle of the Boyne. The French catholic 
, party long reported that Count Lauzun bad won the battle, 
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and tliat William the Third was killed, Bussy Eahutin in. 
some memoirs, in which he a.ppears to have registered public 
events without scrutinising their truth, says, chronicled this 
account according as the first reports gave out; when at 
length the real fact reached them, the party did not like to 
lose their j^retended victory.” Pore Londel, who published 
a register of the times, which is favourably noticed in the 

!Xouvo:les de la Eepublique des Lettres,” for 1699, has 
recorded the event in this deceptive marrner : The Battle of 
the Boyne in Ireland ; Schomberg is killed there at the head 
of the English.” This is “ an equivocator !” The writer re- 
solved to conceal the defeat of James’s party, and cautiously 
suppresses any mention of a victory, but very carefully gives 
a real fact, by which his readers would hardly doubt of the 
defeat of the English 1 We are so accustomed to this traffic, 
of false reports, that we are scarcely aware that many impor- 
tant events recorded in history were in their day strangely 
disguised by such mystifying accounts. This we can only 
discover by reading private letters written at the moment. 
Bayle has collected several remarkable absurdities of this- 
kind, which were spread abroad to answer a temporary pur- 
pose, but which had never been known to us had thosa 
contemporary letters not been published. A report was pre- 
valent in Holland in 1580, that the kings of France and 
Spain and the Duke of Alva were dead ; a felicity whicli for* 
a time sustained the exhausted spirits of the revolutionists. 
At the invasion of the Spanish Armada, Burleigh spread 
reports of the- thumb-screw^s, and other instruments of torture, 
which the Spaniards had brought with them, and thus in- 
flamed the hatred of the nation. The horrid story of the 
bloody Colonel Kirk is considered as one of those political 
forgeries to serve the purpose of blackening a zealous partisan. 

False reports are sometimes stratagems of war. When 
the chiefs of the League liad lost the battle at Ivry, with an 
army broken and discomfited they still kept possession of 
Paris merely by imposing on the inhabitants all sorts of 
false reports, such as the death of the king of Navarre at the 
fortunate moment when victory, undetermined on which side 
to inelb^e, turned for the Leaguers ^ and they gave out false 
reports of a number of victories they had elsewhere obtained.. 
Such tales, distributed in pamphlets and ballads among a 
people agitated by doubts and fears, are gladly believed ; 

. flattering their wishes or soothing their alarms, they contri- 
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bute to their ease, and are too agreeable to allow time for 
reflection. 

The history of a report creating a panic may be traced in 
tiie Irish insurrection, in the curious memoirs of James the 
Second. A forged proclamation of the Prince of Orange was 
set forth by one Speke, and a rumour spread that the Irish 
troops were killing and burning in all parts of the kingdom ! 
A magic-like panic instantlj^-ran through the people, so that 
in one quarter of the town of Drogheda they imagined that 
the other was filled with blood and ruin. During this panic 
pregnant women miscarried, aged persons died with terror, 
while the truth was, that the Irish themselves were disarmed 
and dispersed, in utter want of a meal or a lodging ! 

In the unhappy times of our civil wars under Charles the 
First, the newspapers and the private letters aflbrd specimens 
of this political contrivance of false I’eports of every species. 
Il^'o extravagance of invention to spread a terror against a 
party was too gross, and the city of London was one da}^ 
alarmed that the royalists were occupied by a plan of blowing 
Tip the river Thames, by an immense quantity of po'wder 
warehoused at the river-side ; and that there existed an or- 
ganised though invisible brotherhood of many thousands with 
consecrated knives ; and those who hesitated to give credit to 
such rumours were branded as malignants, who took not the 
danger of the parliament to heart. Forged conspiracies and 
reports of great but distant victories were inventions to keep 
up the spirit of a ])arty, but oftener prognosticated some in- 
tended change in the government. When they were desirous 
of augmenting the arm}”, or introducing new garrisons, or 
using an extreme measure with the cit}", or the rojalists, 
there was always a new conspiracy set afloat; or when any 
great affair was to he caiu-ied in parliament, letters of great 
victories w^ere published to dishearten the opposition, and 
infuse additional boldness in their own party. If the report 
lasted only a few’' days, it obtained its purpose, and verified 
the observation of Catharine de’ Medici. Those politicians 
who raise such false reports obtain their end ; like the archi- 
tect who, in building an arch, supports it with circular props 
and pieces of timber, or any temporary rubbish, till he closes 
the arch ; and wdien it can support itself, he throws away the 
p'>'OT'‘« ’ Thoro is no class of political lying which can want 
jbr ■'./ -iiMi'cii if we consult the records of our civil wars ; 
there we may trace the whole art in all the nice management 
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of its^ shades, its qualities, and its more complicated parts, 
from invective to puff, and from inuendo to prevarication ! 
%ve may admire the scrupulous correction of a lie which they 
had told, by another which they are telling ! and triple lying 
to overreach their opponents. Eoyalists and Parliamenta- 
rians were alike ; for, to tell one groat truth, the father of 
lies ” is of ho party 

As nothing is new under the sun,’* so this art of deceiving 
the public was unquestionably practised among the ancients. 
Syphax sent Scipio word that he could not unite with the 
Pomans, but, on the contraiy, had declared for the Carthagi- 
nians. The Eoman army were then anxiously’- waiting for his 
expected succours: Scipio was careful to show the utmost 
civilit^^ to these ambassadors, and ostentatiously treated them 
with presents, that his soldiers might believe they were only 
returning to hasten the aiuny of Syphax to join the Eomans. 
Livy censures the Eoman consul, who, after the defeat at 
Oannas, told the deputies of the allies the wlmle loss they had 
sustained : “This consul,” says Livy, “by giving too faithful 
and open an account of his defeat, made both himself and his' 
army appear still more contemptible.” The result of the 
simplicity of the consul was, that the allies, despairing that 
the Eomans would ever recover their losses, deemed it pru- 
dent to make terms with Hannibal. Plutarch tells an amu- 
sing story, in his way, of the natural progress of a report 
which was contrary to the wishes of the government ; the 
unhappy reporter suffered punishment as long as the rumour 
prevailed, though at last it proved true. A stranger landing 
from Sicily, at a barber’s shop, delivered all the particulars of 
the defeat of the Athenians ; of which, however, the people 
were yet uninformed. The barber leaves untrimmed the re- 
porter’s heard, and flies away to vent the news in the city, 
where he told the Archons what he had heard. The wliole 
city was thrown into a ferment. The Archons called an 
assembly of the people, and produced the luckless barber, who 
in confusion could not give any satisfactory account of the 
first reporter. He was condemned as a spreader of falsa 
news, and a disturber of the public <iuiet ; for the Athenians 

v'*' Oije of the most absxird reports that ever frightened pnvate society 
T/as -^at which prevailed in Paris at the end of the seventeenth century. 
It was, that the Jesuits used a poisoned snuff which they gave to their oppo- 
nents, with the fashionable politeness of the day in ‘^offering a pinch f’ 
Pnd which for a time deterred the custom. 
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could not imagine but that they were invincible ! The barber 
was dragged to the wheel and tortured, till the disaster was 
more than confirmed. Bayle,‘ referring to this story, ob- 
serves, that had the barber reported a victory, though it had 
proved to be false, he would not have been punished ; a shrewd 
observation, which occurred to him from his recollection of 
the fate of Stratocles. This person persuaded the Athenians 
to perform a public sacrifice and thanksgiving for a victory 
obtained at sea, though he well knew at the time that the 
Athenian fleet had been totally defeated. When the calamity 
could no longer be concealed, the people charged him with 
being an impostor : but Stratocles saved his life and mollified 
their anger by the pleasant turn he gave the whole affair. 
“ Have I done you any injury ? ” said he. “ Is it not owing 
to me that you have spent three days in the pleasures of 
victory I think that this spreader of good, but fictitious 
news, should have occupied the wheel of the luckless barber, 
who had spread bad but true news; for the barber had no in- 
tention of deception, but Stratocles had ; and the question 
here to be tried, was not the truth or the falsity of the re- 
ports, but whether the reporters intended to deceive their 
fellow-citizens ? The “ Chronicle’’ and the “ Post” must be 
challenged on such a jury, and all the race of news-scribes, 
whom Patin characterises as liominum genus audacissionum 
mendacissimum avidisswimn, Latin superlatives are too rich 
to suffer a translation. But what Patin says in his Letter 
356 may be applied : “ These writers insert in their papers 
things they do not know, and ought not to write. It is the 
same trick that is playing which was formerly played ; it .is 
the very same farce, only it is exhibited by new actors. The 
worst circumstance, I think, in this is, that this trick will 
continue playing a long course of years, and that the public 
suffer a great deal too much by it.” 


OF StJPPEBSSOKS AND DILAPIDATOES OF MANUSCEIPTS. 

Mantjscripts are suppressed or destroyed from motives which 
require to he noticed. Plagiarists, at least, have the merit of 
preservation : they may blush at their artifices, and deserve 
the pillory, but their practices do not incur the capital crime 
of felony. Serassi, the writer of the curious Life of Tasso, was 
guilty of an extraordinary suppression in his zeal for the 
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poet’s memory. The story remains to be told, for it is but 
little known. 

GalileOy in early life, was a lecturer at the universit}’^ of 
Pisa : delighting in' poetical studies, he was then more of a 
critic than a philosopher, and had Ariosto by heart. This 
great man caught the literary mania which broke out about 
his time, when the Cruscans so absurdly began their Con- 
troversie Tassesche,” and raised up two poetical factions, 
which infected the Italians with a national fever. Tasso and 
Ariosto were perpetually weighed and outweighed against 
each other ; Galileo wrote annotations on Tasso, stanza after 
stanza, and without reserve, treating the majestic bard with 
a severity which must have thrown the Tassoists into an 
agony. Our critic lent his manuscript to Jacopo Mazzoni, 
who, probably being a disguised Tassoist, by some account- 
able means contrived that the manuscript should be absolutely 
lost I — to the deep regret of the author and all the Arios- 
toists. The philosopher descended to his grave — not with- 
out occasional groans — nor without exulting reminiscences of 
the blows he had in his youth inflicted on the great rival of 
Ariosto — and the rumour of such a work long floated on tra- 
dition! Two centuries had nearly elapsed, when Serassi, 
employed on his elaborate Life of Tasso, among bis uninter- 
rupted reseai*ches in the public libraries of Pome, discovered 
a miscellaneous volume, in which, on a cursory examination, 
lie found deposited the lost manuscript of Galileo ! It was a 
shock from which, perhaps, the zealous biographer of Tasso 
never fairly recovered ; the awful name of Galileo sanctioned 
the asperity of critical decision, and more particularly the 
severe remarks on the language, a subject on which the Ita- 
lians are so morbidly delicate, and so trivially grave. Serassi’ s 
conduct on this occasion was at once political, timorous, and 
cunning. Gladly would he have annihilated the original, but 
this was impossible 1 It was some consolation that the manu- 
script was totally unknown — tov having got mixed with othei^, 
it had accidentally been passed over, and not entered into the 
catalogue ; his own diligent eye only had detected its exist- 
ence. “ ifessuno fin ora sa, fuori di me, se vi sia, ne dove 
sia, e cosi non potrd darsi alia litce,'^ &c. But in the true 
spirit of a collector, avaricious of all things connected with his 
pursuits,’ Serassi cautiously, but completely, transcribed the 
precious manuscript, with an intention, according to his me- 
morandum, to unravel all its- sophistry. However, although 
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"^the Abbate never wanted leisure, be persevered in bis silence ; 
yet be often trembled lest some future explorer of manuscripts 
might be found as sbarpsigbted as himself. He was so cau- 
tious as not even to venture to note down the library where 
the manuscript was to be found, and to this day no one ap- 
pears to have fallen on the volume ! On the death of Serassi, 
his papers came to the hands of the Duke of Ceri, a lover of 
literature ; the transcript of the yet undiscovered original was 
then revealed 1 and this secret history of the manuscript was 
drawn from a note on the title-page written by Serassi him- 
self. To satisfy the urgent curiosity of the literati, these 
annotations on Tasso by G-alileo were published in 1793. 
Here is a work, which, from its earliest stage, much pains had 
been taken to suppress ; but Serassi’s collecting passion indu- 
cing him to preserve what he himself so much wished should 
never appear, finally occasioned its publication ! It adds one 
evidence to the many which prove that such sinister practices 
have been frequently used by the historians of a party, poetic 
or politic. 

Unquestionably this entire suppression of manuscripts has 
been too frequently practised. It is suspected that our his- 
torical antiquary. Speed, owed many obligations to the learned 
Hugh Broughton, for he possessed a vast number of his MSS. 
which he burnt. Why did he burn ? If persons place them- 
selves in suspicious situations, they must not complain if they 
be suspected. We have had historians who, whenever they 
met with information which has not suited their historic^ 
system, or their inveterate prejudices, have employed interpo- 
lations, castrations, and forgeries, and in some cases have 
annihilated the entire document. Leland’s invaluable manu- 
scripts were left at his death in the confused state in which 
the mind of the writer had sunk, overcome by his incessant 
labours, when this royal antiquary was employed by Henry 
the Eighth to write our national antiquities. His scattered 
manuscripts were long a common prey to many who never 
acknowledged their fountain head ; among these suppressors 
and dilapidators pre-eminently stands the crafty Italian Poly- 
dore Vergil, who not only drew largely from this source, but, 

/ to cover the robbery, did not omit to depreciate the father of 
our antiquities — an act of a piece with the character of the 
mah, who is said to have collected and burnt a greater number 
of historical MSS. than would have loaded a wagon, to prevent 
the detection of the numerous fabrications in his histoiy of 
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England, wliicli was composed to gratify Mary and the 
Catholic cause. 

The Harleian manuscript, 7379, is a collection of state- 
letters. This MS. has four leaves entirely torn out, and is 
accompanied by this extraordinary memorandum, signed by 
the principal librarian. 


Upon examination of this book, Nov. 12, 1764, these 
four last leaves were torn out. 


“ C. Mostok. 


“ Mem. Nov. 12, sent down to Mrs. Macaulay.’* 

As no memorandum of the name of any student to whom 
a manuscript is delivered for his researches was ever made, 
before or since, or in the nature of things will ever be, this 
memorandum must involve our female historian in the obloquy 
of this dilapidation.* Such dishonest practices of party 
feeling, indeed, are not peculiar to any party. In Eoscoe’s 

Illustrations” of his Life of Lorenzo de’ Medici, we discover 
that Fabroni, whose character scarcely admits of suspicion, 
appears to have known of the existence of an unpublished 
letter of Sixtus IV., v/hich involves that pontiff deeply in 
the assassination projected by the Pazzi ; but he cai’efuUy 
suppressed its notice: yet, in his conscience, he could not 
avoid alluding to such documents, which he concealed by his 
silence. Eoscoe has apologised for Fabroni overlooking this 
decisive evidence of the guilt of the hypocritical pontiff 
in the mass of manuscripts; a circumstance not likely to 
have occun’ed, however, to this laborious historical inquirer. 
All party feeling is the same active spirit with an opposite 


* It is now about tbirty-seven years ago since I first pnblisbed this 
anecdote ; at the same time I received information that our female his- 
torian and dilapidator had acted in this manner more than once. At that 
distance of time this rumour, so notoripus at the British Museum, it was 
impossil^le to authenticate. The Eev. William Graham, the surviving 
husband of Mrs. Macaulay, intemperately called on Dr. Morton, in a very 
advanced period of life, to declare that it appeared to him that the note 
does not contain any evidence that the leaves were torn out by Mrs. 
Macaulay.” It was more apparent to the unprejudiced that the doctor 
'must have singularly lost the use of his memory, when he could not 
explain his own ofB.cial note, which, perhaps, at the time he was compelled 
to insert. Dr. Morton was not unfriendly to Mrs, Macaulay’s political 
party j he was the editor of Whitelocke’s '‘Diary of his Embassy to the* 
Queen ^f Sweden,” and has, I believe, largely castrated the work. The 
original lies, at the British Museum. 
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direction. We have a remarkable case, where a most inte* 
resting historical production has been silently annihilated by 
the consent of hotk parties. There once existed an importar.t 
diary of a very extraordinary character, Sir George Saville, 
afterwards Marquis of Halifax. This master-spirit, for such 
I am inclined to consider the author of the little book of 

Maxims and Eefiections/’ with a philosophical indifference, 
appears to have held in equal contempt all the factions of his 
times, and consequently has often incurred their severe cen- 
sures. Among other things, the Marquis of Halifax had 
noted down the conversation he had had with Charles the 
Second, and the gi^eat and busy characters of the age. Of 
this curious secret history there existed two copies, and the 
- noble writer imagined that by this means he had carefully 
secured their existence ; yet both copies were destroyed from 
opposite motives ; the one at the instigation of Pope, who 
was alarmed at finding some of the catholic intrigues of the 
court developed ; and the other at the suggestion of a noble 
Mend, who was equally shocked at discovering that his party, 
the Bevolutionists, had sometimes practised mean and dis* 
honourable deceptions. It is in these legacies of honourable 
men, of whatever party they may be, that we expect to find 
truth and sincerity ; but thus it happens that the last hope 
of posterity is frustrated by the artifices, or the malignity, of 
these party-passions. Pulteney, afterwards the Earl of Bath, 
had also prepared memoirs of his times, which he proposed to 
confide to Dr. Douglas, bishop of Salisbury, to be composed 
by the bishop ; but his lordship’s heir, the General, insisted 
on destroying these authentic documents, of the value of 
which we have a notion by one of those conversations which 
the earl was in the habit of indulging with Hooke, whom he 
at that time appears to have intended for his historian. The 
Earl of Anglesea’s MS. History of the Troubles of Ireland, 
and also a Diary of bis own Times, have been suppressed ; a 
busy observer of his contemporaries, his tale would materially 
have assisted a later historian. 

The same hostility to manuscripts, as may be easily ima- 
gined, has occurred, perhaps more frequently, on the continent. 
I shall furnish one considerable fact. A French canon, Claude 
Joly, a hold and learned writer, had finished an ample life of 
Erasmus, which included a history of the restoration of lite- 
rature at the close of the fifteenth and the beginning of the 
sixteenth century. Colomies tells us, that the author had 
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read over tlie works of Erasmus seven times ; we have posi- 
tive evidence that the MS. was finished for the press : the 
Cardinal de Noailles would examine the work himself; this 
important history was not only suppressed, but the hope 
entertained, of finding it among the cardinal’s papers, was 
never realised. 

These are instances of the annihilation of history ; but 
there is a partial suppression, or castration of passages, equally 
latal to the cause of truth ; a practice too prevalent among 
the first editors of memoirs. By such deprivations of the 
text we have lost important truths, while, in some cases, hy 
interpolations, we have been loaded wdth the fictions of a 
party. Original memoiis, when published, should now be de- 
posited at that great institution, consecrated to our national 
history — the British Museum, to be verified at all times. In 
Lord Herbert’s history of Henry the Eighth, I find, by a 
manuscript note, that several things were not permitted to 
be printed, and that the original MS. was supposed to be in 
Ml’. Sheldon’s custody, in 1687. Camden told Sir Eobert 
Eilmore that he was not suffered to print all his annals of 
Elizabeth ; but he providently sent these expurgated passages 
to De Thou, who printed them faithfully ; and it is remark- 
able that De Thou himself used the same precaution in the 
continuation of his, own history. We like remote truths, but 
truths too near us never fail to alarm ourselves, our con- 
nexions, and our party. Milton, in composing his History 
of England, introduced, in the third book, a veiy remarkable 
digression, on the characters of the Long Pai’liainent ; a most 
animated description of a class of political adventurers with 
whom modern history has presented many parallels. From 
tenderness to a party then imagined to be subdued, it was 
struck out by command, nor do I find it restituted in 
Kennett’s Collection of English Histories. This admirable 
.and exquisite delineation has been preserved in a pamphlet 
printed in 1681, which has fortunately exhibited one of the 
warmest pictures in design and colouring by a master’s 
hand. One of our most important volumes of secret history, 
“ Whitelocke’s Memorials,” was published by Arthur, Earl 
of Anglesea, in 1682, who took considerable libei’ties with 
the manuscript; another, edition appeared in 1732, which 
restored the many important passages through which the 
eaii appears to. have struck his castrating pen, • The restitu- 
tion of the castrated passages has not much increased the 
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iHagnitiicle of this folio volume ; for the omissions usually 
consisted of a characteristic stroke, or short critical opinion, 
which did not harmonise with tlie private feelings of tlio Bari 
of Anglesea. In consequence of the volume not being much 
enlarged to the eye, and being unaccompanied by a single line 
of" preface to inform us of the value of this more complete 
edition, the booksellers imagine that there can be no material 
difference between the two editions, and wonder at the biblio- 
polical mystery that they can afford to sell the edition of 1 682 
at ten shillings, and have five guineas for the edition of 1732 ! 
Hume who, I have been told, wrote his history usually on a 
sola, with the epicui’ean indolence of his fine genius, always 
refers to the old truncated and faithless edition of Whitelocke 
— -so little in his day did the critical history of hooks enter 
into the studies of authors, or such was the carelessness of 
our historian I There is more philosophy in editions than 
some philosophers are aware of. Perhaps most ‘‘ Memoirs’^ 
have been unfaithfull}’' published, “ curtailed of their fair pro- 
portions and nob a few might be noticed wliich subsequent 
editors have restored to their original state, by uniting their 
dislocated limbs. Unquestionably Passion has sometimes 
annihilated manuscripts, and tamely revenged itself on the 
papers of hated writers ! Louis the Pourteenth, with his 
own hands, after the death of Pension, burnt all tlio manu- 
scripts which the Duke of Burgundy had preserved of his 
preceptor. 

Afi an example of the suppressors and dilapidators of manu- 
scripts, I shall give an extraordinary fact conceniing Louis 
the Fourteenth, more in his favour. His character appears, 
like some other historical personages, equally disguised < by 
adulation and calumny. That monarch was not the Hero 
which his revocation of the edict of Nantes made him seem 
to the French protestants. He was far from approving of 
the violent measures of his catholic clergy. This opinion of 
that sovereign was, however, carefully suppressed, when his 

Instructions to the Dauphin” were first published. It is 
now ascertained that Louis the Fourteenth was for many 
years equally zealous and industrious; and, among other 
useful attempts, composed an elaborate “ Discours ” for the 
dauphin for his future conduct. The king gave his manu- 
script to Pelisson to revise ; but after the revision our royal 
wTriter frequently inserted additional paragraphs. The 'work 
t appeared in an anonymous Recueil dDpuscules Litte- 

a G- 
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raires, Amsterdam, 1767,” which Barbier, in his “ Anonymes,” 
tells ns was “ r6dig6 par Pelisson ; le tout public par T Abbe 
Olivet.” When at length the printed work was collated with 
the manuscript original, several suppressions of the royal senti- 
ments appeared ; and the editors, too catholic, had, with more 
particulai’ caution, thrown aside what clearly showed Louis 
the Fourteenth was far from approving of the violences used 
against the protestants. The following passage was entirely 
omitted : “ It seems to me, my son, that those who employ 
extreme and violent remedies do not know the nature of the 
evil, occasioned in part by heated minds, which, left to them- 
selves, would insensibly 'be extinguished, rather than rekindle 
them afresh by the force of contradiction ; above all, wb^n 
the corruption is not confined to a small number, but diffused 
through all parts of the state ; besides, the Beformers said 
many true things 1 The best method to have reduced little 
by httle the Huguenots of my kingdom, was not to have 
pm’sued them by an}’- direct severity pointed at them.” 

Lady Mary Wortley Montague is a remarkable instance of 
an author nearly lost to the nation ; she is only known to 
posterity by a chance publication ; for such were her famous 
Turkish letters, the manuscript of which her family once pur- 
chased with an intention to suppress, but they were frustrated 
by a transcript. The mpre recent letters were reluctantly 
extracted out of the family trunks, and sun’endered in ex- 
change for certain family documents, which had fallen into 
the hands of a bookseller. Had it depended on her relatives, 
the name of Lady Mary had only reached us in the satires' of 
Pope. The greater part of her epistolary correspondence 
was destroyed by her mother j and what that good and 
Gothic lady spared, was suppressed by the hereditary auste- 
rity of rank, of which her family was too susceptible. The 
entire correspondence of this admirable writer and studious 
woman (for once, in perusing some unpublished letters of 
* Lady Mary’s, I discovered that “ she had been in the habit 
of reading seven hours a day for many years”) would un- 
doubtedly have exhibited a fine statue, instead of the torso 
we now possess ; and we might have lived with her ladyship, 
as we do with Madame de Sevigne. This I have mentioned 
elsewhere; but I have since discovered that a considerable 
correspondence of Lady Mary’s, for more than twenty years, 
with the widow of Colonel Forrester, who had retired to 
-Rome, has been stifled in the birth. These letters, with 
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other MSS. of Lady Mary’s, were given by Mrs. Forrester to 
Philip Thiclrnesse, with a discretionary power to publish. 
They were held as a great acquisition by Thicknesse, and his 
bookseller ; but when they had printed off the first thousand 
sheets, there were parts which they considered might give 
pain to some of the family. Thicknesse says, “ Lady Mary 
had in many places been uncommonly severe upon her hus- 
band, for all her letters were loaded with a scrap or two of 
2ooetry at him.”* A negotiation took place with an agent of 
Lord Bute’s; after some time Miss Forrester j)i^t in her 
claims for the MSS. ; and the whole terminated, as Thiek- 
nesse tells us, in her obtaining a pension, and Lord Bute aH 
the MSS. 

The late Duke of Bridgewater, I am informed, burnt many 
of the numerous family papers, and bricked up a quantity, 
which, when opened after his death, were found to have 
perished. It is said he declared that he did not choose that 
his ancestors should be traced back to a person of a mean 
trade, which it seems might possibly have been the case. 
The loss now cannot be ap]preciated ; but unquestionably 
stores of history, and perhaps of literature, were sacrificed. 
Milton’s manuscript of Comus was published from the Bridge- 
water collection, for it had escaped *the bricking up ! 

Manuscripts of great interest are frequently su2)pressed 
from the shameful indifference of the possessors. 

Mr. Mathias, in his Essay on Gray, tells us, that in addi- 
tion to the valuable manuscrijpts of Mr. Gray, there is reason 
to think that there were some other papers, folia Sibyllce, in 
the possession of Mr, Mason ; but though a very diligent and 
anxious inquiry has been made after them, they cannot be dis- 
covered since his death. There was, however, one fragment, 
by lilr. Mason’s own description of it, of very great value, 
namely, ‘‘ The Plan of an intended Speech in Latin on his 
appointment as Professor of Modern History in the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge.” Mr. Mason says, “ Immediately on his 
appointment, Mr. Gray sketched out an admirable plan for 
his inauguration speech; in which, after enumerating the 
preparatory and auxiliary studies requisite, such as ancient 
history, geography, chronology, (&c., he descended to the 
authentic sources of the science, such as public treaties, state 
* There was one passage he recollected ; — 

Just left my hed 

A lifeless trunk, and scarce a dreaming head ! 

& G 2 
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> records, private correspondence of ambassadors, <fec. He also 
•wrote the exordium of this thesis, not, indeed, so correct as 
to he given by way of fragment, but so spirited in point of 
sentiment, as leaves it much to be regretted that he did not 
proceed to its conclusion.” This fragment cannot now be 
found ; and after so very interesting a description of its value 
and of its importance, it is difficult to conceive how Mr. 
Mason could prevail upon himself to withhold it. If there be 
a subject on which more, perhaps, than on <my other, it would 
have been peculiarly desirable to know and to follow the train i 
of the ideas of Gray, it is that of modern history, iip. which 
no man was more intimately, more accuratel}^, or more exten- 
sively conversant than our poet. A sketch or plan from his 
hand, on the subjects of history, and on those which belonged 
to it,, might have taught succeeding ages how to conduct 
these important researches with national advantage; and^ 
like some wand of divination, it might have 

Pointed to beds where sovereign gold doth grow.* 

DRYr>EN. 

I suspect that I could point out the place in which those 
precious ‘‘folia Sibyllse” of Gray’s lie interred; they would 
no doubt he found among^other Sibylline leaves of Mason, in 
two large boxes, which he left to the care of his executors. 
These gentlemen, as I am informed, are so extremely careful 
of them, as to have intrepidly resisted the importunity of 
some lovers of literature, whose curiosity has been aroused by 
the secreted treasures. It is a misfortune which has fre- 
quently attended this sort of bequests of literary men, ,that 
they have left their manuscripts, like their household furni- 
ture ; and in several cases we find that many legatees con- 
ceive that all manuscripts are either to be burnt, like obsolete 
receipts, or to be nailed down in a box, that they may not 
stir a lawsuit ! 

In a manuscript note of the times, I find that Sir Eichard 
Baker, the author of a chronicle, formerly the most popular 
one, died in the Fleet ; and that his son-in-law, who had all 
his papers, burnt them for waste-paper ; and he said that 
“ he thought Sir Eichard’ s life was among them 1” An auto- 
biography of those days which we should now highly pme. 

* I have seen a transcript, by tlie favour of a gentleman who sent it to 
me, of dray’s “Directions for Eeading History.” It bad its merit, at a 
time when our best histories had not been published, but it is entirely 
superseded by the admirable “ Methode” of Lenglet du Fresnoy. 
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Among these mutilators of manuscripts we cannot too 
strongly remonstrate with those who have the care of the 
works of others, and convert them into a vehicle for their 
own particular purposes, even when they run directly counter 
to the knowledge and opinions of the original writer. Hard 
was the fate of holiest Anthony Wood, when Dr. Pell under- 
tool^ to have his hjistory of Oxford translated into Latin ; the 
translator, a sullen, dogged fellow, when he observed that Wood 
was enraged at seeing the perpetual alterations of his copy 
made to please Dr, Fell, delighted to alter it the more; 
while the greater executioner supervising the printed sheets, 
by “ correcting, altering, or dashing out what he pleased,” 
compelled the writer publicly to disavow his own work! 
Such I have heard was the case of Bryan Edwards, who com- 
posed the first accounts of Mungo Park. Bryan Edwards, 
whose personal interests were opposed to the abolishment of 
the slave-trade, would not suffer any passage to stand in 
which the African traveller had expressed his conviction of 
its inhumanity. Pai’k, among confidential friends, frequently 
complained that his work did not only not contain his opi- 
nions, hut was even interpolated with many which he utterly 
disclaimed I 

Suppressed hooks become as rare as manuscripts. In some 
researches relating to the history of the Mar-prelate faction, 
that ardent conspiracy against the established hierarchy, and 
of which the very name is but imperfectly to be traced in 
our history, I discovered that the hooks and manuscripts of 
the Mar-prelates have been too cautiously suppressed, or too 
oompletely destroyed; while those on the other side .have 
been as carefully preserved. In our national collection, the 
British Museum, we find a great deal against Mar-prelate, 
but not Mar-prelate himself. 

I have written the history of this conspiracy in the third 
volume of “ Quarrels of Authors.” 


PAEODIES. 

A LADY of las lieu celebrity (the term is getting odious, 
particularly to our sqavantes) had two friends, whom she 
equally admired — an elegant poet and his parodist. She had 
contrived to prevent their meeting as long as her stratagems 
lasted, till at length she apologised to the serious bard for in- 
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viting him when his mock mnlra was to be present. Asto- 
nished, she perceived that both men of genius felt a mutual 
esteem for each other’s opposite talent ; the ridiculed had 
perceived no malignity in the playfulness of the parody, and 
even seemed to consider it as a compliment, aware that paro- 
dists do not waste their talent on obscure productions ; while 
the ridiculer himself was very sensible that he was the infe- 
rior poet. The lady-critic had imagined. that pakodx must 
necessarily be malicious ; and in some eases it is said those on 
whom the parody has been performed have been of the same 
opinion. 

Parody strongly resembles mimicry, a principle in human 
nature not so artificial as it appears : Man may be well de- 
fined a mimetic animal. The African boy, who amused the 
whole kafle he journeyed with, hy mimicking the gestures and 
the voice of the auctioneer who had sold him at the slave- 
market a few days before, could have had no sense of scorn, 
of superiority, or of malignity ; the boy experienced merely 
the pleasure of repeating attitudes and intonations which had 
so forcibly excited his interest. The numerous parodies of 
Hamlet’s soliloquy were never made in derision of that 
solemn monologue, any more than the travesties of Virgil by 
Scarron and Cotton ; their authors were never so gaily mad 
as that. We have pai’odies on the Psalms by^ Luther; 
Dodsley parodied the book of Chronicles, and the scriptui'e 
style was parodied by Franklin in his beautiful story of 
Abraham ; a story he found in Jeremy Taylor, and which 
Taylor borrowed from the East, for it is preserved in the 
Persian Sadi. Not one of these writers, however, proposed to 
ridicule their originals ; some ingenuity in the application 
was all they intended. The lady-crifcic alluded to had suf- 
fered by a panic, in imagining that a parody was necessarily a 
corrosive satire. Had she indeed proceeded one step farther, 
and asserted that parodies might be classed among the most 
malicious inventions in literatui’e, when they are such as 
Colman and Lloyd made on Gray, in their odes to Oblivion 
and Obscurity,” her reading possibly might have supplied the 
materials of the present research. 

Parodies were frequently practised by the ancients, and 
with them, like ourselves, consisted of a work grafted on 
another work, but which turned on a different subject by a 
slight change of the expressions. It might he a sport of 
ancy, the innocent child of mhth ; or a satirical arrow drawn 
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from the quiver of caustic criticism ; or it was that malig- 
nant art which only studies to make the original of the 
parody, however beautiful, contemptible and ridiculous. 
Human nature thus enters into the composition of parodies, 
and their variable character originates in the purpose of their 
application. 

There is in “ the million” a natural taste for farce after 
tragedy, and they gladly relieve themselves by mitigating 
the solemn seriousness of the tragic drama ; for they find, 
that it is but “ a step from the sublime to the ridiculous.” 
The taste for parody will, I fear, always prevail ; for what- 
ever tends to ridicule a work of genius, is usually very 
agreeable to a great number of contemporaries. In the his- 
tory of parodies, some of the learned have noticed a suppo- 
sititious circumstance, which, however, may have happened, 
for it is a very natural one. When the rhapsodists, who 
strolled from town to town to chant different fragments of 
the poems of Homer, had recited, they were immediately 
followed by another set of strollers — buffoons, who made the 
same audience meiTy by the burlesque turn which they gave 
to the solemn strains which had just so deeply engaged their 
attention. It is supposed that we have one of these traves- 
tiers of the Iliad in one Sotades, who succeeded by only 
changing ,the measure of the verses without altering the 
words, which entirely disguised the Homeric character; 
fragments of which, scattered in Dionysius Halicarnassensis, 
I leave to the curiosity of the learned Grecian.’^ Homer’s 
Eattle of the Frogs and Mice, a learned critic, the elder 
Heinsius, asserts, was not written by the poet, but is a 
parody on the poem. It is evidently as good-humoured an 
one as any in the “ Eejected Addresses.” And it was be- 
cause Homer was the most popular poet that he was most 
susceptible of the playful honours of the parodist ; unless the 
prototype is familiar to us a parody is nothing ! Of these 
parodists of Homer we may regret the loss of one, Timon of 
Philius, whose parodies were termed Silli, from Silenus being 
their chief personage ; he levelled them at the sophistical 
philosophers of his age; his invocation is grafted on the 
opening of the Iliad, to recount the evil-doings of those bab- 

^ Henry Stephen appears first to have stai'ted this subject of parody ; 
his researches have been boiTowed by the Abbe.Sallier, to whom, in my 
turn, I am occasionally indebted. His little dissertation is in the French 
Academy’s “M^moires,” tome vii. 39S. 
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Llers, whom he compares to the bags in which yEolus depo- 
sited all his winds ; balloons inflated with empty ideas ! We 
should like to have appropriated some of these silli, or paro- 
dies of Timon the Sillograph, which, however, seem to have 
been at times calumnious.^ Shenstone’s School Mistress,” 
and some few other ludicrous poems, derive much of their 
mei'it from parody. 

lUiis taste for parodies w^as very prevalent with the G-rc- 
cians, and is a species of humour which perhaps has been too 
rarely practised by the moderns : Cervantes has some pas- 
sages of this nature in his parodies of the old ehivalric ro- 
mances; Eielding, in some X->'‘''irts of his “Tom Jones” and 
“ Joseph Andrews,” in his burlesque poetical descriptions ; and 
Swift, in his “Battle of Books,” and “ Tale of a Tub but 
few writers have equalled the delicacy and felicity of Pope’s 
parodies in the “Eape of the Lock.” Such parodies give 
refinement to burlesque. 

The ancients made a liberal use of it in their satirical 
comedy, and sometimes carried it on through an entire work, 
as in the Menippean satire, Seneca’s mock Eloge of Claudius, 
and Lucian in his Dialogues. There are parodies even in 
];fIato ; and an anecdotical one, recorded of this philosopher, 
shows them in their most simple state. Dissatisfied with 
his own poetical essays, he threw them into the flames ; that 
is, the sage resolved to sacrifice his verses to the god of fire ; 
and in repeating that line in Homer where Thetis addresses 
Yulcrai to implore his aid, the application became a parody, 
although it required no other change than the insertion of 
the philosopher’s name instead of the goddess’s : — t 

Vulcan, arise ! ’tis Plato claims thy aid ! 

Boileau aflbrds a happj^' instance of this simple parody. Cor- 
neille, in his Cid, makes one of his personages remark, 

Pour grands que soient les rois ils sout ce que nous sommes, 

Ils peuvent se tromper comme les autres homines. 


* See a specimen in Aulus Gellius, where this parodist reproaches Plato 
for having given a high iirice for a book, whence he drew his noble dialogue 
of the Tirn'ecus. Lib. hi. c. 17, 

f See Spanheim Les C6ffars (le PEinp^reur Jnlien in his “Preuves,” 
PoTiarnuo 8. SalUer judiciously obseiwes, “II peut nous donner uue juste 
idCe de cc^io so-'to d’ouvrage, mais nous ne savoiis pas pr6cisoment en quel 
terns il a 6t^ compo&d no more truly than the Iliad itself ! 
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A slight alteration hecame a fine parody in Boileau’s 
Chapelain D6coiife, 

Pour glands que soient les rois ils sont ce qne nous sommes, 

IIs se trompent en vers comme les autres homines. 

We find in AthenJEUS the name of the inventor of a species 
of parody which more immediately engages our notice — 
BRAMATio PAPoniES. It appears this inventor was a satirist, 
so that the lady-critic, whose opinion we had the honour of 
noticing, would be warranted by appealing to its origin to 
determine the nature of the thing. A dramatic parody, which 
produced the greatest effect, was “the Gigantomachia,” as 
appears by the only circumstance known of it. Never 
laughed the Athenians so heartily as at its representation, for 
the fatal news of the deplorable state to which the affairs of 
the republic were reduced in Sicily arrived at its first repre- 
sentation — and the Athenians continued laughing to the end 1 
as the modern Athenians, the volatile Parisians, might in 
their national concern of an opera cohique. It was the 
business of the dramatic parody to turn the solemn tragedy, 
which the audience had just seen exhibited, into a farcical 
comedy; the same actors who had appeared in magnificent 
dresses, now returned on the stage in grotesque habiliments, 
with odd postures and gestures, while the story, though the 
same, w-as incongruous and ludicrous. The Cyclops of Euri- 
pides is probably the only remaining specimen; for this may 
be considered as a parody on the ninth book of the Odyssey 
— ^the adventures of Ulysses in the cave of Polyphemus, 
where Silenus and a chorus of satyrs are farcically intro- 
duced, to contrast with the grave narrative of Homer, of the 
shifts and escape of the cunning man “from the one-eyed 
ogre.” The jokes are too coarse for the French taste of 
Brumoy, who, in his translation, goes on with a critical 
growl and foolish apology for Euripides having written a 
farce ; Brumoy, like Pistol, is forced to eat his onion, but 
with a worse grace, swallowing and execrating to the 
end. 

In dramatic composition, Aristophanes is perpetually hook- 
ing in parodies of Euripides, whom of all poets he hated, as 
well as of .Eschylus, Sophocles, and other tragic hards. 
Since, at length, that Grecian wit has found a translator 
saturated with his genius, and an interpreter as philosophical, 
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the subject of Grecian parody will probably be reflected in a 
clearer light from his researches. 

Dramatic parodies in modern literature were introduced by 
oui’ vivacious neighbours, and may be said to constitute a 
class of literar}^ satires peculiar to the French nation. What 
had occurred in Greece a similar gaiety of national genius 
unconsciously reproduced. The dramatic parodies in our own 
literature, as in The Meliear'sal, Tom Tliumb,^ and TUie 
Critic, however exquisite, are eonflned to particular passages, 
and are not grafted on a whole original ; we have neither 
naturalised the dramatic parody into a species, nor dedicated 
to it the honours of a separate theatre. 

This peculiar dramatic satire, a burlesque of an entire 
tragedy, the volatile genius of the Parisians accomplished. 
Whenever a new tragedy, which still continues the favourite 
species of drama with the French, attracted the notice of the 
town, shortly after uprose its parody at the Italian theatre, 
so that both pieces may have been performed in immediate 
succession in the same evening. A French tragedy is most 
susceptible of this sort of ridicule, by applying its declama- 
tory style, its exaggerated sentiments, and its romantic out- 
of-the-way nature to the commonplace incidents and persons 
of domestic life ; out of the stufi* of which they made their 
emperors, their heroes, and their princesses, they cut out a 
pompous country justice, a hectoring tailor, or an impudent 
mantua-niaker ; but it was not merely this travesty of great 
personages, nor the lofty eflusions of one in a lowly station, 
which terminated the object of parody. It 'was designed for 
a higher object, that of more obviously exposing the original 
for any absurdity in its scenes, or in its catastrophe, and dis- 
secting its faulty characters ; in a word, weighing in the 
critical scales the nonsense of the poet. Parody sometimes 
became a refined instructor for the public, whose discernment 
is often blinded by party or prejudice. But it was, too, a 
severe touchstone for genius : Eacine, some say, smiled, others 

* The first edition of this play is a solemn parody throughout. In tho 
preface the author defends it from being, as “maliciously’’ reported, “a 
burlesque on the loftiest parts of Tragedy, and designed to banish what we 
generally call fine writing from the stage.” When he affcerwai’ds quotes 
parallel passages from popular plays which he lias pai’odied, he does 
so saying, “whether this sameness of thought and expression which I 
have quoted from them proceeded from an agreement in their 'way of 
thinking, or whether they have borrowed from our author, I leave the 
feader to determine !” 
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say he did not, when he witnessed Harlequin, in the language 
of Titus to Berenice, declaiming on some ludicrous affair to 
Columbine ; La Motte was very sore, and Yoltaire, and others, 
shrunk away with a cry — from a parody I Yoltaire was angry 
when he witnessed his Maria7me parodied by Le mauvais- 
Menage; or “Bad Housekeeping.” The aged,jealous Herod was 
turned into an old cross country justice ; Yarns, bewitched by 
Mariamne, strutted a dragoon ; and the whole establishment: 
showed it was under very bad management. Buzelier col- 
lected some of these parodies,* and not unskilfully defends 
their nature and their object against the protest of La Motte, 
whose tragedies had severely suffered from these burlesques. 
His celebrated domestic tragedy of Inez de Castro, the fable 
of which turns on a concealed and clandestine marriage, pro- 
duced one of the happiest parodies in Agnes de Qliaillof. In 
the parody, the cause of the mysterious obstinacy of Pierrot 
the son, in persisting to refuse the hand of the daughter of 
his mother-in-law, Madame la JBaillive, is thus discovered by 
her to Monsieur le BailUf : — 

Mon mari, pour le coup j’ai dicouvert I’affaire, 

JSTe vous ^toniiez plus qu’^ nos d6sns contraire, 

Pour ma fille Pierrot ne montre que m6pris : 

Voilil I’unique objet dont son coeur est 6pns. 

\Pohiting to Agnes de Chaillot, 

The Baillif exclaims, 

Ma servante I 

This single word was the most lively and fatal criticism of 
the tragic action of Inez de Castro, which, according to the 
conventional decorum and fastidious code of French criticism, 
grossly violated the majesty of Melpomene, by giving a 
motive and an object so totally undignified to the tragic tale. 
In the parody there was something ludicrous when the secret 
came out which explained poor Pierrot’s long-concealed per- 
plexities, in the maid-servant bringing forward a whole legiti- 
mate family of her own 1 La Motte was also galled by a 
projected parody of his “Machabees” — where the hasty mai’- 
riage of the young Machabeus, and the sudden conversion of 
the amorous Antigone, who, for her first penitential act, per- 
suades a youth to marry her, without first deigning to consult 
her respectable mother, would have produced an excellent 

* Les Parodies du Nouveau TlieMreltalien, 4 vols. 1738, Observations 
sur la Oomedie et sur le Geuie de Moiiere, par Louis Eiccoboni. Liv. iv. 
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scene for the parody. But La Motte prefixed an angry pre- 
face to his Inez de Oasiro; he inveighs against all parodies, 
which he asserts to he merety a French fashion (we have 
seen, however, that it was once Grecian), the offspring of a 
dangerous spirit of ridicule, and the malicious amusement of 
superficial miiifls. — ‘‘Were this true,” retorts Fuzelier, “we 
ought to detest parodies; hut we maintain, that far from 
converting virtue into a paradox, and degrading truth by 
ridicule, PAEonx will only strike at what is chimerical and 
false ; it is not a piece of huflbonery so much as a critical ex- 
position. What do we parody hut the absurdities of dramatic 
writers, who frequently make their heroes act against nature, 
common sense, and truth? After all,” he ingeniously adds, 
“it is the public, not we, who are the authors of these 
PAEODIES ; for they are usually hut the echoes of the pit, 
and we parodists have only to give a dramatic form to the 
opinions and observations we hear. Many tragedies,” Fuze- 
lier, with admirable truth, observes, “disguise vices into 
virtues, and paeodies unmask them.” We have had tra- 
gedies recently which very much required parodies to expose 
them, and to shame our inconsiderate audiences, who patron- 
ised these monsters of false passions. The rants and bombast 
of some of these might have produced, with little or no altera- 
tion of the inflated originals, A Modern 'Rehearsal^ or a 
new Tragedy for Warm Weather S' 

Of PAEoniES, we may safely approve the legitimate use, 
and even indulge their agreeable maliciousness; while we 
must still dread tliat extraordinary facility to which the 
public, or rather human nature, is so prone, as sometimes to 
laugh at what at another time the}?- would shed tears. 

Tragedy is rendered comic or burlesque by altering the 
station and manner's of the 'persons; and the xeYevsQ may 
occur, of raising what is comic or burlesque into tragedy. On 
so little depends the sublime or the ridiculous ! Beattie says, 
“ In most human characters there are blemishes, moral, intel- 
lectual, or corporeal; by exaggerating which, to a certain 
•degree, you may form a comic character ; as by raising the 
virtues, abilities, or external advantages of individuals, you 

* The Tailors; a Tragedy for Warrii‘Weathe^\ was originally broiiglit 
out by Foote in 1767. There had been great disturbances between the 
master tailors and journeymen about -v^^ages at this time ; and the author 
bas amusingly worked out the disputes and their consequences in the 
heroic style of a blank verse tragedy. 
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form epic or traffic characters a subject humorously, 
touched on by Lloj’d, in the prologue to The Jecdous 
Wife, 

Quarrels, upliraidings, jealousies, and spleen, 

Grow too familiar in the comic scene ; 

Tinge but the language with heroic chime, 

*Tis passion, pathos, character subiime. 

What big round words had swell’ d the pompous scene, 

A king the husband, and the wife a queen. 


ANECDOTES OF THE FAIRFAX FAMILY. 

Will a mind of great capacity be reduced to mediocrity by 
the ill choice of a profession ? 

Parents are interested in the metaphysical discussion, 
whether there really exists an inherent quality in the human 
intellect which imparts to the individual an aptitude for one 
pursuit more than for another. What Lord Shaftesbury calls 
not innate, but connatural qualities of the human character, 
were, during the latter part of the last century, entirely re- 
jected ; hut of late there appears a tendency to return to the 
notion which is consecrated by antiquity. Experience will 
often correct modern hypothesis. The term “predisposition’* 
may be objectionable, as are all terms which pretend to 
describe the occult operations of Nature — and at present we 
have no other. 

Our children pass through the same public education, while 
they are receiving little or none for their individual disposi- 
tions, should they have sufficient strength of character to 
indicate any. The great secret of education is to develope the 
faculties of the individual ; for it ma}^ happen that his real 
talent may lie hidden and buried under his education. A 
profession is usually adventitious, made by ebanee views, or ^ 
by family arrangements. Should a choice he submitted to 
the youth himself, he will often mistake slight and transient 
tastes for permanent dispositions. A decided character, how- 
ever, we may often observe, is repugnant to a paiticular pur- 
suit, delighting in another ; talents, languid and vacillating 
in one profession, we might find vigorous and settled in 
another; an indifferent lawyer might become an admirable 
architect ! At present all our human bullion is sent to bo 


Beattie on Poetry aod Music, p. Ill, 
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.melted down in an university, to come out, as if thrown into 
a burning mould, a bright physician, a bright lawyer, a bright 
divine — ^in other words, to adapt themselves for a profession 
preconcerted by their parents. By this means we may secure 
a titular profession for our son, but the true genius of the 
avocation in the lent of the onind^ as a man of great original 
powers called it, is too often absent ! Instead of finding fit 
offices for fit men, we are perpetually discovering, on the stage 
of society, actors out of character ! Oui' most popular writer 
has happily described this error. 

“ A laughing philosopher, the Democritus of our day, once 
compared human life to a table pierced with a number of 
holes, each of which has a pin made exactly to fit it, but which 
pins being stuck in hastily, and without selection, chance leads 
inevitabl}’’ to the most awkward mistakes. For how often do 
we see,” the orator pathetically concluded, — “how often, I 
say, do we see the round man stuck into the three-cornered 
hole!” 

In looking over a manuscript life of Tobie Matthews, 
Archbishop of York in James the First’s reign, I found a 
•curious anecdote of his grace’s disappointment in the disposi- 
tions of his sons. The cause, indeed, is not uncommon, as 
was confirmed by another great man, to whom the archbishop 
confessed it. The old Lord Thomas Fairfax one day finding 
the archbishop very melancholy, inquired the reason of his 
grace’s pensiveness: “My lord,” said the archbishop, “I 
have great reason of sorrow with respect of my sons ; one of 
whom has wit and no grace, another grace but no wit, and 
the third neither grace nor wit.” Your case,” rephed Lord 
Fairfax, “ is not singular. I am also sadly disappointed in my 
sons : one I sent into the Netherlands to train him up a soldier, 
and he makes a tolerable country justice, but a mere coward 
at fighting ; my next I sent to Cambridge, and he proves a 
good lawyer, but a mere dunce at divinity ; and my youngest 
I sent to the inns of court, and he is good at divinity, but 
nobody at the law.” The relater of this anecdote adds, 
“ This I have often heard from the descendant of that honour- 
able family, who yet seems to mince the matter, because so 
immediately related.” The eldest son was the Lord Ferdi- 
nando Fairfax — and the gunsmith to Thomas Lord Fairfax, 
the son of this Lord Ferdinando, heard the old Lord Thomas 
call aloud to his grandson, “Tom! Tom! mind thou the 
battle ! Thy father’s a good man, but a mere coward ! All 
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tlie good I expect is from tliee !” It is evident that the old 
Lord Thomas Fairfax was a military character, and in his 
earnest desire of continuing a line of heroes, had preconcerted 
to make his eldest son a military man, who we discover turned 
out to be admirably fitted for a worsliipful justice of the 
quorum. This is a lesson for the parent who consults his 
own inclinations and not those of natural disposition. In the 
present case the same lord, though disappointed, appears still 
to have persisted in the same wish of having a great military 
character in his family : having missed one in his elder son, 
and settled his other sons in different avocations, the grand- 
father persevered, and fixed his hopes, and bestowed his 
encouragements, on liis grandson. Sir Thomas Fairfax, who 
makes so distinguished a figure in the civil wars. 

The difficulty of discerning the aptitude of a youth for any 
particular destination in life will, perhaps, even for the most 
skilful parent, be always hazardous. Many will be inclined, 
in despair of anything better, to throw dice with fortune ; or 
adopt the determination of the father who settled his sons by 
a whimsical analogy which he appears to have formed of their 
dispositions or aptness for different pursuits. The boys were 
standing under a hedge in the rain, and a neighbour reported 
to the father the conversation he had ovei'heard. John 
wished it would rain books, for he wished to be a preacher ; 
Bezaleel, wool, to be a clothier like his father; Samuel, 
money, to be a merchant; and Edmund plums, to be a 
grocer. The father took these wishes as a hint, and we are 
told in the life of John Angier, the elder son, a puritan 
minister, that he chose for them these different callings, in 
which it appears that they settled successfully. Whatever 
a young man at first applies himself to is commonly his 
delight afterwards.” This is an important principle disco- 
vered by Hartley, but it will not supply the parent with any 
determinate regiation how to distinguish a transient from a 
permanent disposition ; or how to get at what we may call the 
connatural qualities of the mind. A particular opportunity 
afforded me some close observation on the characters and 
habits of two youths, brothers in blood and affection, and 
partners in all things, who even to their very dress shared 
alike ; who were never separated from each other ; who were 
taught by the same masters, lived under the same roof, and 
were accustomed to the same uninterrupted habits ; yet had 
nature created them totally distinct in the qualities of their 
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minds; and similar as their lives had been, their abilities 
were adapted for very opposite pursuits ; either of them could 
not have been the other. And I observed how the “ predis- 
position’* of the parties was distinctly marked from childhood: 
the one slow, penetrating, and correct ; the other quick, irri- 
table, and fanciful : the one persevering in examination ; the 
other rapid in results : the one exhausted by labour’ ; the 
other impatient of wliatever did not relate to his own pursuit: 
the one logical, historical, and critical; the other, having 
acquired nothing, decided on all things by his own sensations. 
"We would confidently consult in the one a great legal cha- 
racter, and in the other an artist of genius. If nature had 
not secretly placed a bias in their distinct minds, how could 
two similar beings have been so dissimilar ? 

A story recorded of Cecco d’Ascoli and of Dante, on the 
subject of natural and acquired genius, may illustrate the 
present topic. Cecco maintained that nature was more potent 
than art, while- Dante asserted the contrary. To prove his 
principle, the great Italian bard referred to his cat, which, 
hy repeated practice, he had taught to hold a candle in its 
paw w’hile he supped or read. Cecco desired to witness the 
experiment, and came not unprepared for his purpose ; when 
Dante’s cat was performing its part, Cecco, lifting up the lid 
of a pot which he had filled with mice, the creature of art 
instantly showed the weakness of a talent merely acquired, 
and dropping the candle, flew on the mice Avith all its instinc- 
tive propensity. Dante was himself disconcerted ; and it was- 
adjudged that the advocate for the occult principle of native 
faculties had gained his cause. 

To tell stories, however, is not to lay down principles, yeh 
principles may sometimes be concealed in stories.*^ 


MEDICINE AND MORALS. 

A STEORE of personal ridicule is levelled at Dryden, when 
Bayes informs us of his preparations for a course of study by 
a course of medicine! “ When I have a grand design,” says^ 
he, “ I ever take physic and let blood ; for when you would, 
have pure swiftness of thought, and fiery flights of fancy, yon 

^ I kave arranged many facts, connected with the present subject, in the 
fifth chapter of “The Literary Character,” in the enlarged and fourth 
edition, 1823, 



Medicine and Morals. 


465 


must have a care of the pensive part ; in fine, you must purge 
the belly!” Such was reall}’- the practice of the poet, as La 
Motte, who was a physician, informs us, and in his medical 
character did not perceive that ridicule in the subject which 
the wits and most readers unquestionably have enjoyed. 
The wits here wore as cruel against truth as against Dryden ; 
for we must still consider this practice, to use their own 
words, as ‘‘an excellent recipe for writing.” Among other 
philosophers, one of the most famous disputants of antiquity, 
Carneades, was accustomed to take copious doses of white 
hellebore, a great aperient, as a preparation to refute the 
dogmas of the stoics. “ The thing that gives me the highest 
spirits (it seems absurd, but true) is a dose of salts; but 
one can’t talce them like champagne,” said Lord Byron. 
Bryden’s practice was neither v/himsical nor peculiar to the 
poet ; he was of a full habit, and, no doubt, had often found 
by experience the beneficial effects without being aware of 
the cause, which is nothing less than the reciprocal influence 
of mind and body. 

This simple fact is, indeed, connected with one of the most ’ 
important inquiries in the history of man — the laws whicli 
regulate the invisible union of the soul with the body : in a 
word, the inscrutable m 3 ’'stery of our being 1 — a secret, but an 
undoubted intei*course, which probabl}^ must ever elude our 
perceptions. The combination of metaphj^sics with physics 
has only been productive of the wildest faiiy tales among 
philosaphers : with one party the soul seems to pass away in 
its last puff of ail’, while man seems to perish in “ dust to 
dust the other as successfully gets rid of our bodies alto- 
gether, by denying the existence of matter. We are not 
certain that mind and matter are distinct existences, since 
the one may he onlj^ a modification of the other ; however 
this great mystery be imagined, we shall find with Dr. 
Gregory, in his lectures “ on the duties and qualifications of 
a physician,” that it forms an equally necessaiy inquiry in 
the sciences of morals and of medicine. 

Whether we consider the vulgar distinction of mind and 
body as an union, or as a modified existence, no philosopher 
denies that a reciprocal action takes place between our moral 
and physical condition. Of these s^unpathies, like many 
other mysteries of nature, the cause remains occult, while 
the. effects are obvious. This close, yet inscrutable associa- 
tion, this concealed correspondence of parts seemingly uncon- 

YOL. ir. H n " 
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nectedj in a word, this reciprocal influence of the mind and 
the body, has long fixed the attention of medical and meta- 
physical inquirers ; the one having the care of our exterior 
organization, the other that of the interior. Can we conceive 
the mysterious inhabitant as forming a part of its own habi- 
tation ? The tenant and the house are so insepai’able, that 
in striking at any part of the dwelling, you inevitably reach 
the dweller. If the mind be disordered, we may often look 
for its seat in some corporeal derangement. Often are our 
thoughts disturbed by a strange irritability, which we do not 
even pretend to account for. This state of the body, called 
fidgets, is a disorder to which the ladies are particularly 
liable. A physician of my acquaintance was earnestly en- 
treated by a female patient to give a name to her unknown 
complaints ; this he found no difficulty to do, as he is a 
sturdy asserter of the materiality of our nature ; he declared 
that her disorder was atmospherical. It was the disorder of 
her frame under damp weather, which was reacting on her 
mind ; and physical means, by operating on her body, might 
be applied to restore her to her half-lost senses. Our imagi- 
nation is higher when our stomach is not overloaded; in 
spring than in winter; in solitude than amidst company j 
and in an obscured light than in the blaze and heat of the 
noon. In all these cases the body is evidently acted on, and 
re-acts on the mind. Sometimes our dreams present us with 
images of our restlessness, till we recollect that the seat of 
our brain may perhaps lie in our stomach, rather than on 
the pineal gland of Descartes ; and that the most artificial 
logic to make us somewhat reasonable, may be swallowed 
with “ the blue pill.” Our domestic happiness often depends 
on the state of our biliary and digestive organs, and the little 
disturbances of conjugal life may be more efficaciously cured 
by the physician than by the moralist ; for a sermon mis- 
applied will never act so directly as a sharp medicine. The 
learned Gaubius, an eminent professor of medicine at Leyden, 
who called himself “ professor of the passions,” gives the case 
of a lady of too inflammable a constitution, whom her hus- 
band, unknown to herself, had gradually reduced to a model 
of decorum, by phlebotomy. Her complexion, indeed, lost 
the roses, which some, perhaps, had too wantonly admired 
for the repose of her conjugal physician. 

The art of cming moral disorders by corporeal means has 
not yet been brought into general practice, although it is 
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probable that some quiet sages of medicine have made use of 
it on some occasions. The Leyden professor we have just 
alluded to, delivered at the university a discourse “ on the 
management and cure of the disorders of the mind by appli- 
cation to the body.” Descartes conjectured, that as the 
mind seems so dependent on the disposition of the bodily 
organs, if any means can be foimd to render men wiser and 
more ingenious than they have been hitherto, such a method 
might be sought from the assistance of medicine. The 
sciences of Morals and of Medicine will therefore be found 
to have a more intimate connexion than has been suspected. 
Plato thought that a man must have natural dispositions 
towards virtue to become virtuous; that it cannot be edu- 
cated — ^you cannot make a bad man a good man ; which he 
ascribes to the evil dispositions of the body, as well as to a 
bad education. 

There are, unquestionably, constitutional moral disorders ; 
some good-tempered but passionate persons have acknow- 
ledged, that they cannot avoid those temporary fits to which 
they are liable, and which, they say, they dways suffered 
“from a child.” If they arise from too great a fulness of 
blood, is it not cruel to upbraid rather than to cure them, 
which might easily be done by taking away their redundant 
humours, and thus quieting the most passionate man alive ? 
A moral patient, who allows his brain to bo disordered by 
the fumes of liquor, instead of being suffered to be a ridi- 
culous being, might have opiates prescribed ; for in laying him 
asleep as soon as possible, you remove the cause of his sudden 
madness. There are crimes for which men are hanged, but 
of which they might easily have been cured by physical 
means. Persons out of their senses with love, by throwing 
themselves into a liver, and being dragged out nearly lifeless, 
have recovered their senses, and lost their bewildering pas- 
sion. Submersion is discovered to be a cure for some mental 
disorders, by altering the state of the body, as Yan Helmont 
notices, “ was happily practised in England.” With the cir- 
cumstance to which this sage of chemistry alludes, I am un- 
acquainted ; but this extraordinary practice was certainly 
laiown to the Italians ; for in one of the tales of the Poggio 
we find a mad doctor of Milan, who was celebrated for 
curing lunatics and demoniacs in a certain time. His practice 
consisted in placing them in a great high-walled court-yard, 
in the midst of which there was a deep well full of water,, 
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cold as ice. When a demoniac was brought to this phy- 
sician, he had the patient bound to a pillar* in the well, till 
the water ascended to the knees, or higher, and even to the 
neck, as he deemed their malady required. In their bodily 
pain they appear to have forgot their melancholy ; thus by 
the terrors of the repetition of cold water, a man appears to 
have been frightened into his senses ! A physician has in- 
formed me of a remarkable case ; a lady with a disordered 
mind, resolved on death, and swallowed much more than half 
a pint of laudanum ; she closed her curtains in the evening, 
took a farewell of her attendants, and flattered herself she 
should never awaken from her sleep. In the morning, how- 
ever, notwithstanding this incredible dose, she awoke in the 
agonies of death. By the usual means she was enabled to 
get rid of the poison she had so largely taken, and not only 
recovered her life, but, what is more extraordinary, her per- 
fect senses ! The physician conjectures that it was the influ- 
ence of her disordered mind over her body which prevented 
this vast quantity of laudanum from its usual action by ter- 
minating in death. 

Moral vices or infirmities, which originate in the state of 
the body, may be cured by topical applications. Precepts 
and ethics in such cases, if they seem to produce a momentary 
cure, have only moved the weeds, whose roots lie in the soil. 
It is only by changing the soil itself that we can eradicate 
these evils. The senses ai’e five porches for the physician to 
enter into the mind, to keep it in repair. By altering the 
state of the body, we are changing that of the mind, 
whenever the defects of the mind depend on those of the 
organization. The mind, or soul, however distinct its being 
from the body, is disturbed or excited, independent of its vo- 
lition, by the mechanical impulses of the body. A man be- 
comes stupified when the circulation of the blood is impeded 
in viscera; he acts more fi’om instinct than reflection ; 
the nervous fibres are too relaxed or too tense, and he finds a 
difldculty in moving them ; if you heighten his sensations, 
you awaken new ideas in this stupid being ; and as we cure 
the stupid by increasing his sensibility, we may believe that 
a more vivacious fancy may be promised to those who possess 

* A physician of eminence has told ns of the melancholy termination 
’ of the life of a gentleman who in a state of mental aberration cut his 
throat ; the loss of blood restored his mind to a healthy condition \ but 
the wound unfortunately proved fatal. 
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one, when the mind and the body play together in one har- 
monious accord. Prescribe the bath, frictions, and fomenta- 
tions, and though it seems a round-about way, you get at the 
brains by his leet. A literary man, from long sedentary 
habits, could not overcome his fits of melancholy, till his 
physician doubled his daily quantity of wine ; and the learned 
Henry Stephens, after a severe ague, had such a disgust of 
books, the most beloved objects of his whole life, that the 
very thought of them excited terror for a considerable time. 
It is evident that the state of the body often indicates that 
of the mind. Insanity itself often results from some dis- 
order in the human machine. What is this Mnn>, of which 
men appear so vain exclaims Flechier. If considered 
according to its nature it is a fire 'which sickness and an acci- 
dent most sensibly puts out ; it is a delicate temperament, 
which soon grows disordered ; a happy conformation of 
organs, which wear out ; a combination and a certain motion 
of the spirits, which exhaust themselves ; it is the most 
lively and the most subtile part of the soul, which seems to 
grow old with the body.” 

It is not wonderful that some have attributed such virtues 
to their system of diet, if it has been found productive of 
certain effects on the human body. Cornaro perhaps ima- 
gined more than he experienced ; but Apollonius Tyaneus, 
when he had the credit of holding an intercourse with the 
devil, by his presumed gift of prophecy, defended himself from 
the accusation by attributing his clear and prescient views of 
things to the light aliments he lived on, never indulging in a 
variety of food. This mode of life has produced such a 
perspicuity in my ideas, that I see as in a glass things past 
and future.” We may, therefore, agree with Bayes, that 
“ for a sonnet to Amanda, and the like, stewed prunes only” 
might be sufficient ; but for “ a grand design,” nothing less 
than a more formal and formidable dose. 

Camus, a French physician, who combined literature with 
science, the author of ‘‘Abdeker, or the Art of Cosmetics,” 
which he discovered in exercise and temperance, produced 
another fanciful work, written in 1753, “La Medecine de 
TEsprit.” His conjectural cases are at least as numerous as 
his more positive facts ; for he is not wanting in imagination. 
He assures us, that having reflected on the physical causes, 
'which, by difierently modifying the body, varied also the dis- 
positions of the mind, he was convinced that by employing 
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these diflerent causes, or by imitating their powers by art, we 
might, by means purely mechanical, affect the human mind, 
and correct the infirmities of the understanding and the will. 
He considered this principle only as the aurora of a brighter 
day. The great difficulty to overcome was to find out a 
method to root out the defects, or the diseases of the soul, in 
the same manner as physicians cure a fluxion from the lungs, 
a dysentery, a dropsy, and all other infirmities, which seem 
only to attack the bod 3 ^ This indeed, he says, is enlarging 
the domain of medicine, by showing how the functions of 
intellect and the springs of volition are mechanical. The 
movements and passions of the soul, formerly restricted to 
abstract reasonings, are by this system reduced to simple 
ideas. Insisting that material causes force the soul and body 
to act together, the defects of the intellectual operations de- 
pend on those of the organisation, which may be altered or 
destroyed by physical causes ; and he properly adds, that we 
are to consider that the soul is material, while existing in 
matter, because it is operated on by matter. Such is the 
theory of “ La Medecine de 1’ Esprit,” which, though phy- 
sicians will never quote, may perhaps contain some facts 
worth their attention. 

Camus’s two little volumes seem to have been preceded by 
a medical discourse delivered in the academy of Dijon in 
1748, Avhere the moralist compares the infirmities and vices 
of the mind to parallel diseases of the body. We may safely 
consider some infirmities and passions of the mind as diseases, 
and could they be treated as we do the bodily ones, to which 
they bear an affinity, this would he the great triumph of 
“ morals and medicine.” The passion of avarice resembles 
the thirst of dropsical patients; that of envy is a slow 
wasting fever ; love is often frenzy, and capricious and sudden 
restlessness, epileptic fits. There are moral disorders which 
at times spread like epidemical maladies through towns, and 
countries, and even nations. There are hereditary vices and 
infirmities transmitted from the parent’s mind, as there are 
unquestionably such diseases of the body : the son of a father 
of a hot and irritable temperament inherits the same quick- 
ness and warmth ; a daughter is often the counterpart of her 
mother. Morality, could it be treated medicinally, would 
require its prescriptions, as all diseases have their specific re- 
medies ; the great secret is perhaps discovered by Camus — 
that of operating on the mind hy means of the body. 
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A recent writer seems to have been struck bj these curious 
analogies. Mr. Hasiam, in his work on ‘‘Sound Mind/’ 
says p. 90, “There seems to be a considerable similarity 
between the morbid state of the instruments of voluntary 
motion (that is, the hody), and certain affections of the men- 
tal powers (that is, the mind). Thus, ^paralysis has its 
counterpart in the defects of recollection, where the utmost 
endeavour to remember is ineffectually exerted. Tremor 
may be compared with incapability of fixing the attention, 
and this involuntary state of muscles ordinarily subjected to 
the will, also finds a parallel where the mind loses its inffuence 
in the train of thought, and becomes subject to spontaneous 
intrusions ; as may be exemplified in reveries, dreaming, and 
some species of madness P 

Thus one philosopher discovers the analogies of the mind 
with the body, and another of the body with the mind. Can 
we now hesitate to believe that such analogies exist — and, 
advancing one step farther, trace in this reciprocal influence 
that a part of the soul is the body, as the body becomes a part 
of the soul ? The most important truth remains undivulged, 
and ever will in this mental pharmacy ; but none is more 
clear than that which led to the view of this subject, that in 
this mutual intercourse of body and mind the supeiuor is often 
governed by the inferior ; others think the mind is more 
wilfully outrageous than the body. Plutarch, in his essays, 
has a familiar illustration, which he borrows from some 
philosopher more ancient than himself : — “ Should the body 
sue the mind before a court of jxidicature for damages, it 
would be found that the mind would prove to have been a 
ruinous tenant to its landlord.” The sage of Cheronsea did 
not foresee the hint of Descartes and* the discovery of Camus, 
that by medicine we may alleviate or remove the diseases of 
the mind ; a practice which indeed has not yet been pursued 
by ]Dhysicians, though the moralists have been often struck by 
the close analogies of the mind with the body! A work by 
the learned Dom Pernetty, Za co7inoissance de Vliomme 
moral par celle de Vhomme physigue,^^ are told is more for- 
tunate in its title than its execution ; probabty it is one of 
the many attempts to develope this imperfect and obscured 
truth, which hereafter may become more obvious, and be 
universally comprehended. 
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The history of Psalm-singiog is a portion of the history of 
the Eeforraation, — of that great religious revolution which 
separated for ever, into two unequal divisions, the establish- 
ment of Christianity. It has not, perhaps, been remarked 
that psalm-singing, or metrical psalms, degenerated into those 
scandalous compositions which, under tiie abused title of 
Itymois^ are now^ used by some sects.'"' These are evidently the 
last disorders of that system of psalm-singing which made 
some religious persons early oppose its practice. Even Stern- 
hold and Hopkins, our first ])salm-inditers, says honest Fuller, 

, “ found their work afterwards met with some frowns in the 
faces of great clergymen.” To this day these opinions are 
not adjusted. Ai’chbishop Seeker observes, that though the 
first Christians (from this passage in James v. 13, “Is any 
merry ? let him sing psalms !”) made singing a constant part 
of their worship, and the whole congregation joined in it ; 
yet afterwards the singers by profession, who liud been pm-- 
ilenthf iq^poititcd to lead and direct thew^ by degrees trsuiiPEn 
the whole performance. But at the Eefi)rmation the feoiyle 
were restored to their bights ! This revolutionary style is 
singular: one might infer by the expression of the people 
being restorell to their rights^ that a mixed assembly roanng 
out confused tunes, nasal, guttural, and sibilant, was a more 
orderly government of psalmody than when the executive 
power was consigned to the voices of those whom the arch- 
iDishop had justly described as having been first prudently 
appointed to lead and direct them; and who, by their subse- 
quent proceedings, evidently discovered, what they might have 
safely conjectured, that such an universal suffrage, where 
every man was to have a voice, must necessarily end in clatter 
and chaos.f 

Thomas Warton, how^ever, regards the metrical psalms of 
Stetnhold as a puritanic invention, and asserts, that not^ 

* It would "be polluting these pages with ribaldry, obscenity, and blas- 
phemy, were I to give spcciiro".® seme hymns of the Moravians and the 
Methodists, and some c: Ij w - .'! !■ sects, 

f There is a rare tract, entitled “Singing of Psalmes, vindicated. from 
the cf NovcHyP’ in answer to Br. Eussell, Mr. Marlow, &c., 1698. 

.5 rumf" authorities to show that it was practised by the 
primitive Christians on almost every occasion. I shall directly quote a 
remarkable passage. 
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with stall ding it is said in their title-page that they are set 
forth and allowed to be sung in all churches,” they were 
never admitted lawful authorit3^ They were first intro- 
duced by the Puritans, from the Calvinists of G-eneva, and 
afterwards continued by connivance. As a true poetical 
antiquary, Thomas Warton condemns any modernisation of 
the vene]*able text of the old SternhokI alid Hopkins, which, 
by changing obsolete for familiar words, destroys the texture 
of the original style ; and many stanzas, already too naked , 
and' weak, like a plain old Gothic edifice stripped of its few 
signatures of antiquit}", have lost that little and almost only 
strength and support which they derived from ancient 
plu’ases. ‘‘ Such alterations, even if executed witli prudence 
and judgment, only corrupt what they endeavour to explain ; 
and exhibit a motley performance, belonging to no character 
of writing, and which contains more improprieties than those 
which it professes to remove.” This forcible criticism is 
wmrthy of our poetical antiquary ; the same feeling was expe- 
rienced by Pasquier, when Marot, in his Bifacciamento of the 
Eoman de la Eose, left some of the obsolete phrases, while 
he got rid of others; cette hirjarrure de langage vieucc et 
moderne, was wdth him writing no language at all. The 
same circumstance occurred abroad, w"ben they resolved to 
retouch and modernise the old French metrical version of the 
Psalms, which we are about to notice. It produced the same 
controversy and the same dissatisfaction. The church of 
Geneva adopted an improved version, but the charm of the 
old one was wanting. 

To trace the history of modern metrical psalmody, we must 
have recourse to Bayle, wdio, as a mere literary historian, has 
accidentally preserved it. The inventor was a celebrated 
French poet ; and the invention, though perhaps in its very 
origin inclining towards the abuse to which it was afterwards 
carried, was unexpectedly adopted by the austere Calvin, and 
introduced into the Geneva discipline-. It is indeed strange, 
that while he w'as stripping religion not merely of its 
pageantry, hut even of its decent ceremonies, this level- 
ling reformer should have introduced this taste for singing 
psalms in opposition to reading psalms. “ On a parallel 
principle,” says Thomas Warton, *‘and if any artificial aids 
to devotion w'ere to be allowed, he might at least have 
retained the use of pictures in the church.” But it was 
decreed that statues should be mutilated of their fau’ pro- 
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portions,” and painted glass be dasbed into pieces, while the 
congregation were to sing! Calvin sought for proselytes 
among “the rabble of a republic, who can have no relish for 
the more elegant externals.” But to have made men sing in 
concert, in the streets, or at their work, and, meny or sad, 
on all occasions to tickle the ear with rhymes and touch the 
heart with emotion,* was betraying no deficient knowledge of 
human nature. 

It seems, however, that this project was adopted acci- 
dentally, and was certainly promoted by the fine natural 
genius of Clement Marot, the favoured bard of Bmncis the 
First, that “prince of poets and that poet of princes,” as he 
was quaintly but expressively dignified by his contemporaries. 
Marot is still an inimitable and true poet, for he has written 
in a manner of his own with such marked felicity, that he has 
left his name to a style of poetry called Marotique. The 
original La Fontaine is his imitator. Marot delighted in the 
very forms of poetry, as well as its subjects and its manner. 
His life, indeed, took more shapes, and indulged in more 
poetical licences, than even his poetry. Licentious in morals, 
— often in prison, or at court, or in the army, or a fugitive, 
he has left in his numerous little poems many a curious 
record of his variegated existence. He was indeed very far 
from being devout, when his friend, the learned Vat able, the 
Hebrew professor, probably to reclaim a perpetual sinner 
from profane rhymes, as Marot was suspected of heresy (con- 
fession and meagre days being his abhorrence), suggested the 
new project of translating the Psalms into Pren^i verse^ and 
no doubt assisted the bard ; for they are said to be “ traduitz 
en rithme Fran9ais selon la verite Hebraique.” The famous 
Theodore Beza -was also bis friend and prompter, - and after- 
wards his continuator. Marot published fifty-two Psalms, 
written in a variety of measures, with the same style he had 
done his ballads and rondeaux. He dedicated his work to the 
King of France, comparing him with the royal Hebrew, and 
with a French compliment ! 

Dieu le donna aux peuples Hebraiques ; 

Dieu te devoit, ce pens6-je, aux Galliques. 

He insinuates that in his version he had received assistance 

par les divins esprits 

Qui out sous toy Hebrieu langage apris, 

Nous sont jettes les Pseaumes en lumi^re 
Clairs, et au sens de la forme premiere. 
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This royal dedication is more solemn than usual ; yet Marot, 
who was never grave but in prison, soon recovered from this 
dedication to the king, for on turning the leaf we find another, 
‘^Aux Dames de France!” Warton says of Marot, that 
He seems anxious to deprecate the raillery which the new 
tone of his versification was likely to incur, and is embar- 
rassed to find an apology for turning saint.” His embar- 
rassments, however, terminate in a highly poetical fancy. 
Wlien will the golden age be restored? exclaims this lady’s 
psalmist, 

Quand n’aurons plus de conrs ni lieu 
Les ctanBons de ce petit Dieu 
A qui les peintres font des aisles ? 

0 vous dames et demoiselles 
Que Dieu fait pour estre son temple 
Et faites, sous mauvais exemple 
Ketentir et ctambres et sales, 

De chansons mondaines on salles, &c. 

Knowing, continues the poet, that songs that are silent 
about love can never please you, here are some composed by 
love itself; all here is love, but more than mortal! Sing 
these at all times. 

Et les convertir et muer 
Faisant vos levres remuer, 

Et vos doigts sur les espinettes 
Pour dire saintes chansonettes. 

Marot then breaks forth with that enthusiasm, which perhaps 
at first conveyed to the sullen fancy of the austere Calvin the 
project he so successfully adopted, and whose influence we are 
still witnessing. 

0 bien heureux qui voir pourra 
Fleurir le temps, que Ton oira 
Le laboureur a sa charrue 
Le charretier parmy la rue, 

Et r artisan en sa boutique 
. Avecques un Pseaume on cantique, 

En son labeur se soulager ; 

Heureux qui orra le berger 
Et la bergere en bois estans 
- Faire que rochers et estangs 

Aprds eux chantent la hauteur 
Du saint nom de leurs Createur. 

Commencez, dames, commencez 
Le siecle dor4 ! avancez ! 

En chantant d’un cueur debonnaire, 

Dedans ce saint cancionnaire. 
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TKrice Iiappy tlie}% who shall behold, 

And listen in that age of gold ! 

As by the plough the labourer strays, 

And carman mid the public ways, 

And tradesman in his shop shall swell 
Their Toice in Psalm or Canticle, 

Sing to solace toil; again, 

From woods shall come a sweeter strain 
Shepherd and shepherdess shall vie 
In many a tender Psalmody ; 

And the Creator’s name prolong 
As rock and stream retni n their song ! 

Begin then, ladies fair ! begin 
The age renew’d that knows no sin ! 

And with light heart, that wants no wing, 

Sing ! from this holy song-book, sing !* 

Tills ‘‘holy song-book” for tlie harpsichord or the voice, 
was a gay novelty, and no hook was ever more eagerly received 
by all classes than Marot’s “Psalms.” In the fervour of 
that day, they sold faster than the printers could take them 
off their presses ; but as they were understood to be songs, 
and yet were not accompanied by music, every one set thorn 
to favourite tunes, commonly those of popular ballads. EacK 
of the royal family, and every nobleman, chose a psalm or a 
song which expressed his own personal feelings, adapted to 
his own tune. The Dauphin, afterwards Henry the Second, 
a great hunter, when he went to the chase, was singing Ainsi 
gu'on VI t le cerf Iriiyre. “ Like as the hart desireth the 
water-brooks.” There is a curious portrait of the mistress of 
Henry, the famous Diane de Poictrers, recently published, on 
which iC^inscribed this verse of the £*salm. On a portrait 
which exhibits Diane in an attitude rather unsuitable to so 
solemn an application, no reason could be found to account 
for this discordance ; perhaps the painter, or the lady herself, 
chose to adopt the favourite psalm of her royal lover, proudly 
t6 designate the object of her love, besides its double allu- 
sion to her name. Diane, however, in the first stage of their 

* In the curious tract already referred to, the following quotation is 
remarkable; the scene the fancy of M A BOT pictured to hi"'. 
ocmn'ed. St. Jerome, in his seventeenth Epistle .M;:'' ■- . thus 
describes it : “In Christian villages little else is to be heard but Psalms ; 
for which way soever you turn yourself, either you have the ploughman at 
his plough singing Hallelujahs, the weary brewer refreshing himself with 
or the vine-dresser chanting forth somewhat of David's'^ 
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HiTitual attacbment, took JDiv fond de ma periste, or, “ From 
the depth of my heart.” The queen’s favourite was 

Ne veiiillcs ^as, o sire^ 

Me rejyrendre en ton ire ; 

that is, “Eebuke me not in thy indignation,” which she 
sung to a fashionable jig. Antonjr, king of Xavarre, sung 
Pevenge moy prens la guerelle, or “ Stand up, 0 Lord, to 
revenge my quarrel,” to the air of a dance of Poitou. 
We may conceive the ardour with which this novelty was 
received, for Francis sent to Charles the Fifth Marot’s col- 
lection, who both by promises and presents encouraged the 
French bard to proceed with his version, and entreating 
Marot to send him as soon as possible Confitemini Domino 
quoniam lonus, because it was his favourite psalm. And the 
Spanish as well as French composers hastened to set the Psalms 
of Marot to music. The fashion lasted, for Henry the Second 
set one to an air of his own composing. Catharine de’ hledici 
had her psalm, and it seems that every one at court adopted 
some particular psalm for themselves, which they often 
played on lutes and guitars, &c. Singing psalms in verse 
was then one of the chief ingredients in the happiness of 
social life. 

The universal reception of Marot’s Psalms induced Tlieodorc 
Beza to conclude the collection, and ten thousand copies were 
immediately dispersed. But these had the advantage of being 
set to music, for we are told they were “ admirably fitted to 
the violin and other inusical instruments.” And who was 
the mail who had thus adroitly taken hold of the public 
feeling to give it this strong direction ? It was the solitary 
Thaumaturgus, the ascetic Calvin, who from the depths of 
his closet at Geneva had engaged the finest musical com^ 
posers, who were, no doubt, warmed by the zeal of propa- 
gating his faith to form these simple and beautiful airs to 
assist the psalm-singers. At first this was not discovered, 
and Catholics as well as Huguenots were solacing themselves 
on all occasions with this new music. But when Calvin 
appointed these psalms, as set to music, to be sung at his 
meetings, and Marot’s formed an appendix to the Catechism* 
of Geneva, this put an end to all psalm-singing for the poor 
Catholics ! Mai'ot himself was forced to fly to Geneva Irom 
the fulminations of the Sorbonno, and psalm-singing became 
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an open declaration of what the French called '‘Liithe- 
ranisme,” when it became with the reformed a regular part 
of their religious discipline. The Cardinal of Lorraine suc- 
ceeded in persuading the lovely patroness of the “ holy song- 
book,” Diane de Poictiers, who at first was a psalm-singer 
and an heretical reader of the Bible, to discountenance 
this new fashion. He began by finding fault with the 
Psalms of David, and revived the amatory elegances of 
Horace : at that moment even the reading of the Bible was 
symptomatic of Lutheranism ; Diane, who had given way to 
these novelties, would have a French Bible, because the queen, 
Catharine de’ Medici, had one, and the Cardinal finding a 
Bible on her table, immediately crossed himself, beat his 
breast, and otherwise so well acted his part, that ‘‘ having 
thrown the Bible down and condemned it, he remonstrated 
with the fair penitent, that it was a kind of reading not 
adapted for her sex, containing dangerous matters: if she 
was uneasy in her mind she should hear two masses instead 
of one, and rest contented with her Paternosters and her 
Primer, which were not only devotional but ornamented with 
a variety of elegant forms, from the most exquisite pencils of 
France.” Such is the story drawn from a curious letter, 
written by a Huguenot, and a former friend of Catharine de’ 
Medici, and by which we may infer that the reformed religion 
was making considerable progress in the French Court, — had 
the Cardinal of Lorraine not interfered by persuading the 
mistress, and she the king, and the king his queen, at once to 
give up psalm-singing and reading the Bible ! 

“This infectious frenzy of psalm-singing,” as Warton 
describes it, “under the Calvinistic preachers, had rapidly 
propagated itself through Germany as well as France. It 
was admirably calculated to kindle the flame of fanaticism, 
and frequently served as the trumpet to rebellion. These 
energetic hymns of Geneva excited and supported a variety 
of popular insurrections in the most flourishing cities of the 
Low Countries, and what our poetical antiquary could never 
forgive, “ fomented the fury-which defaced many of the most 
beautiful and v-enerahle churches of Flanders.” 

♦ At length it reached our island at that critical moment 
when it had first embraced the Eeformation ; and here its 
domestic history was parallel with its foreign, except, perhaps, 
in the splendour of its success. Sternhold, an enthusiast for 
‘ the Eeformation, was much offended, says Warton, at the 
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lascivious ballads which prevailed among the courtiers, and, 
with a laudable design to check these indecencies, he under- 
took to be our Marot — without his genius : “ thinking 
thereby,” says our cynical literary historian, Antony Wood, 
“ that the courtiers would sing them instead of their sonnets, 
but did not, only some few excepted.” They were practised 
by the Puritans in the reign of Elizabeth ; for Shakspeare 
notices the Puritan of his day “singing psalms to horn- 
pipes,”'^ and more particularly during the protectorate of 
Cromwell, on the same plan of accommodating them to 
popular tunes and jigs, which one of them said “ were too 
good for the devil.” Psalms were now sang at Lord 
Mayors’ dinners and city feasts ; soldiers sung them on their 
march and at parade ; and few houses, which had windows 
fronting the streets, but had theii’ evening psalms; for a 
story has come down to us, to record that the hypocritical 
brotherhood did not always care to sing unless they were 
heard !t 


ON THE EIDICULOUS TITLES ASSUMED BY ITALIAN 
ACADEMIES. 

The Italians are a fanciful people, who have often mixed 
a grain or two of pleasantry and even of folly with their 
wisdom. This fanciful character betrays itself in their archi- 
tecture, in their poetry, in their extemporary comedy, and 

* Mr, Douce imagined that this alludes to a common practice at that 
time among the Puritans of burlesquing the plain chant of the Papists, by 
adapting vulgar and ludicrous music to psalms and pious compositions. — 
lUust, of ShaJcspeare, i. 355. Mr. Douce does not recollect his authority. 
My idea differs. May we not conjecture that the intention was the same 
which induced Sternhold to versify the Psalms, to he sung instead of las- 
civious ballads ; and the most popular tunes came afterwards to be adopted, 
that the singer might practise his favourite one, as we find it occurred in 
France ^ 

+ Ed. Philips in his “ Satyr against Hypocrites,” 1689, alludes to this- 
custom of the pious citizens — 

Singing with woful noise, 

Like a cracked saint’s -bell jarring in the steeple, 

Tom Stemhold’s wretched prick-song to the people. 

* it * * 

Now they’re at home and have their suppers eat, 

When “Thomas,” cryes the master, “come, repeat.” 

And if the windows gaze upon the street, 

To sing a Psalm they hold it very meet. 
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their Imj^rovisatori ; but an instance not vet accounted for 
of tins national levitj^ appears in those denominations of 
exquisite absurdity given by themselves to tlieir Academies ! 
I have in vain inquired for any assignable reason why the 
most ingenious men, and grave and illustrious personages, 
cardinals, and princes, as well as poets, scholars, and artists, 
in every literary eit}', should voluntarily choose to burlesque 
themselves and their serious occupations, by affecting mys- 
terious or ludicrous titles, as if it were carnival-time, and 
they had to support masquerade characters, and accepting 
such titles as we find in the cant style of our own vulgar 
clubs, the Society of “Odd Fellows,” and of “Eccentrics!” 
A principle so whimsical but s^-stematic must surely have 
originated in some circumstance not hitherto detected. 

A literary friend, recently in an Italian city exhausted hy 
the sirocco t entered a house whose open door and circular 
seats appeared to ofier to passengers a refreshing sorbetto; 
he discovered, however, that he had got into “ the Academy 
of the Carneleons,” where they met to delight their brothers, 
and any “ spirito gen til” they could nail to a recitation. An 
invitation to join the academicians alarmed him, for with 
some impatient prejudice against these little creatures, vocal 
with e rime, and usually with odes and sonnets begged 
for, or purloined for the occasion, he waived all further curio- 
sity and courtesy, and has returned home without any in- 
foi'mation how these “ Carneleons” looked, when changing 
their colours in an “ accadeniia.^^ 

Such literary institutions, prevalent in Italy, are the 
spurious remains of those numerous academies which simul- 
taneously started up in that country about the sixteenth 
century. They assumed the most ridiculous denominations, 
and a great number is registered by Quadrio and Tirahoschi. 
Whatever was their design, one cannot fairly reproach them, 
as Mencken', in his “ Charlatanaria Eruditorum,” seems to 
have thought, for pompous quackery ; neither can we attri- 
bute to their modesty their choice of senseless titles, for to 
have degraded their own exalted pursuits was but folly! 
Literary history affords no parallel to this national absm-dity 
of the refined Italians. Who could have suspected that the 
most eminent scholai’s, and men of genius, were associates of 
the Oziosi, the Rantastici, the Insensati? Why should 
Genoa boast of her “Sleepy,” Viterbo of her “Obstinates,” 
Sienua of her ^^Insipids,” her “Blockheads,” and her “ Thun- 
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derstruek;” and iN'aples of her “Furiosi:” while Macerata 
exults in her “ Madmen chained ?” Both Quadrio and Tira- 
boschi cannot deny that these fantastical titles have occasioned 
these Italian academies to appear very ridiculous to the 
oltrmnonbani ; but these valuable historians are no philoso- 
phical thinkers. They apologise for this bad taste, by de- 
scribing the ardour which was kindled throughout Italy at 
the restoration of letters and the fine arts, so that every one, 
and even every man of genius, were eager to enrol their names 
in these academies, and prided themselves in bearing their 
emblems, that is, the distinctive arms each academy had 
chosen. But why did they mystify themselves ? 

Folly, once become national, is a vigorous plant, which sheds 
abundant seed. The consequence of having adopted ridiculous 
titles for these academies suggested to them many other 
characteristic fopperies. At Florence every brother of the 
“ Umidi” assumed the name of something aquatic, or any 
quality pertaining to humidity. One was called “ the Frozen,” 
another “the Damp;” one was “the Pike,” another “the 
Swan and G-razzini, the celebrated novelist, is known better 
by the cognomen of La Lasca, “ the Eoach,” by which he 
whimsically designates himself among the “ Humids.” I find 
among the Insensati, one man of learning taking the name 
of STOEnino Insensato, another Tenebeoso Insensate. The 
famous Florentine academy of La Crusca, amidst their grave 
labours to sift and purify their language, threw themselves 
headlong into this vortex of folly. Them title, the academy 
of “ Bran,” was a conceit to indicate their art of sifting ; but 
it required an Italian prodigality of conceit to have induced 
these grave scholars to exhibit themselves in the burlesque 
scenery of a pantomimical academy, for their furniture con- 
sists of a mill and a bakehouse ; a pulpit for the orator is a 
hopper, while the learned director sits on a mill-stone ; the 
other seats have the forms of a miller’s dossers, or great pan- 
niers, and the backs consist of the long shovels used in ovens. 
The table is a baker’s kneading-trough, and the academician 
who reads has half his body thrust out of a great bolting 
sack, with I know not what else for their inkstands and port- 
folios. But the most celebrated of these academies is that 
“ degli Arcadi,” at Eome, who are still carrying on their pre- 
tensions much higher. Whoever aspires to be aggregated to 
these Arcadian shepherds receives a personal name and a 
title, but not the deeds, of a farm, picked out of a map of the 

Ton. II. 1 1 
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apcient Arcadia or its environs ; for Arcadia itself soon be- 
,.came too small a possession for these partitioners of moon- 
shine. Their laws, modelled by the twelve tables of the 
ancient Eomans ; their language in the venerable majesty of 
their renowned ancestors ; and this erudite democracy dating 
by the Grecian Olympiads, which Crescembini, their first 
cmtode, or guardian, most painfully adjusted to the vulgar 
era, were designed that the sacred erudition of antiquity 
might for ever be present among these shepherds.* Goldoni, 
in his Memoirs, has given an amusing account of these ho^ 
noui's. He says “ He was presented with two diplomas ; the 
one was my charter of aggregation to the Arcadi of Home, 
under the name of Tolisseno, the other gave me the investi- 
ture of the Fhlegrman fields, I was on this saluted by the 
whole assembly in chorus, under the name of Folisseno 
FhlegrcBio^ and embraced by them as a feilow-shepherd and 
brother. The Arcadians are very rich, as you may perceive, 
my dear reader: we possess estates in Greece; we water 
them with our labours for the sake of reaping laurels, and 
the Turks sow them with grain, and plant them with vines, 
and laugh at both our titles and our songs.*’ When Fonte- 
nelle became an Arcadian, they baptized the new Faster by 
their graceful diminutive — Fonianella — -allusive to the charm 
of his style ; and further they magnificently presented him 
with the entire Isle of Delos ! The late Joseph Walker, an 
enthusiast for Italian literature, dedicated his “ Memoir on 
Italian Tragedy” to the Countess Spencer ; not inscribing it 
with his Christian but his heathen name, and the title of his 
Arcadian estate, JEulante TiHnziol Plain Joseph Walker, in 
his masquerade dress, with his Arcadian signet of Pan’s reeds 
dangling in his title-page, was performing a character to 
which, however well adapted, not being understood, he got 
stared at for his affectation ! We have lately heard of some 
heentious reveUings of these Arcadians, in receiving a man of 
genius from our own country, who, himself composing Italian 
jSme, had conceit” enou^n to become a shepherd If Yet 
let us inquire before we criticise. 

Orescembmi, at the close of “La belle?za della Volgar Poesla.” 
Piouaa, I’TOO. 

, t Edstory of the Middle Ages, ii. 684. See also Mr. Bose’s Letters 
fcona the iTorth of Italy, vol. i. 204. Mr. Hallam has observed, tha^t 
“’“shch an institution as the society degli Arcadi coiild at no time have , 
^dnied public ridicule in England for a fortnight,” 
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Even this ridieulons society of the Arcadians became a 
memorable literary institution; and Tiraboschi has shown 
bow it successfully arrested the bad taste which was then 
prevailing throughout Italy, recalling its muses to purer 
sources ; while the lives of many of its shepherds have fur- 
nished an interesting volume of bterary history under the 
title of “ The illustrious Arcadians.” Crescembini, and its 
founders, had formed the most elevated conceptions of the 
society at its origin ; but poetical vaticinators are prophets 
only while we read their verses — ^we must not loot for that 
dry matter of fact — ^the event predicted! 

II vostro seme etemo 
Occupera la terra, ed i confini 
D’ Arcadia oltrapassando, 

Di non pia visti gloriosi germi 
L’aureo feconderl, lito del Q-ange 
E de’ Cxmmeri I’infeconde arene. 

Mx, Matliias has recently with warmth defended the original 
Arcadia; and the assumed character of its members, which 
has been condemned as betraying their affectation, he attri- 
butes to their modesty. Before the critics of the Arcadia 
(the pastori, as they modestly styled themselves) with 
Crescembini for their conductor, and with the Adorato ATbano 
for their patron (Clement XI.), all that was depraved in 
language and in sentiment fled and disappeared.” 

The strange taste for giving fantastical denominations to 
literary institutions grew into a custom, though, probably, no 
one knew how. The founders were always persons of rank or 
learning, yet still accident or caprice created the mystifying 
title, and invented those appropriate emblems, which still 
added to the folly. The Aucadian society derived its title 
from a spontaneous conceit. This assembly first held its 
meetings, on summer evenings, in a meadow on the banks of 
the Tiber ; for the fine climate of Italy promotes such assem- 
blies in the open air. In the recital of an eclogue, an enthu- 
siast, amidst all he was hearing and all he was seeing, ex- 
claimed, “ I seem at this moment to be in the Arcadia of 
ancient Greece, listening to the pure and simple strains of its 
shepherds.” Enthusiasm is conta^ous amidst susceptible 
Itahans, and this name, by inspiration and by acclamation, 
was conferred on the society! Even more recently, at 
Florence, the accademia called the Colomlaria, or the “Pigeon- 
house,’’ proves with what levity the Italians name a literary 

ii2 
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society. The founder was the Cavallero Pazzi, a gentleman, 
who, like Morose, abhorring noise, chose for his study a 
garret in his palazzo ; it was, indeed, one of the old turrets 
which had not yet fallen in : there he fixed his library, and 
there he assembled the most ingenious Florentines to discuss 
obscure points, and to reveal their own contributions in this 
secret retreat of silence and philosophy. To get to this 
cabinet it was necessary to climb a very steep and very narrow 
staircase, which occasioned some facetious wit to observe, that 
these literati were so many pigeons who flew every evening 
to their dovecot. The Cavallero Pazzi, to indulge this 
humoui*, invited them to a dinner entirely composed of their 
little brothers, in all the varieties of cookery ; the members, 
after a hearty laugh, assumed the title of the Golomlaria, 
invented a device consisting of the top of a turret, with 
several pigeons flying about it, bearing an epigraph from 
Dante, Quanto 'seder si yuo, by which they expressed their 
design not to apply themselves to any single object. Such 
facts suflBlciently prove that some of the afeurd or facetious 
denominations of these literary societies originated in acci- 
dental circumstances or in mere pleasantry ; but this will not 
account for the origin of those mystifying titles we have 
noticed ; for when grave men call themselves dolts or lunatics, 
unless they are really so, they must have some reason for 
laughing at themselves. 

To attempt to develops this curious but obscure singularity 
in literary history, we must go further back among the first 
beginnings of these institutions. How were they looked on 
by the govermnents in which they first appeared ? These 
academies might, perhaps, form a chapter in the history of 
secret societies, one not yet written, but of which many curious 
materials lie scattered in history. It is certain that such 
literary societies, in their first origins, have always excited the 
jealousy of governments, but more particularly in ecclesiastical 
Borne, and the rival principalities of Italy. If two great 
nations, like those of England and Prance, had their suspi- 
cions and fears roused by a select assembly of philosophica} 
men, and either put them down by force, or closely watched 
them, this will not seem extraordinary in little despotic states. 
l^Te have accounts of some philosophical associations at home, 
which were joined by Sir Piiilip Sidney and Sir Walter 
Baleigh, hut which soon got the odium of atheism attached 
to them j and the establishment of the French Academy occ^ 
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sioned some umbrage, for a year elapsed before the parliament 
of Paris would register their patent, which was at length 
accorded by the political Eichelieu observing to the president, 
that “ he should like the members according as the members 
liked him.’’ Thus we have ascertained one principle, that 
governments in those times looked on a new society with a 
political glance ; nor is it improbable that some of them com- 
bined an ostensible with a latent motive. 

There is no want of evidence to prove that the modern 
Eomans, from the thirteenth to the fifteenth century, were * 
too feelingly alive to their obscured glory, and that they too 
frequently made invidious comparisons of their ancient republic 
with the pontifical government ; to revive Eome, with every- 
thing Eoman, inspired such enthusiasts as Eienzi, and charmed 
the visions of Petrarch. At a period when ancient literature, 
as if by a miracle, was raising itself from its grave, the 
learned were agitated by a correspondent energy ; not only 
was an estate sold to purchase a manuscript, but the relic of 
genius was touched with a religious emotion. The classical 
purity of Cicero was contrasted with the barbarous idiom of 
the Missal ; the glories of ancient Eome with the miserable 
subjugation of its modern pontiffs; and the metaphysical 
reveries of Plato, and what they termed the “ Enthusiasmus 
Alexandrinus” — the dreams of the Platonists — seemed to the 
fanciful Italians more elevated than the humble and pure ethics 
of the Gospels. The vain and amorous Eloisa could even 
censure the gross manners, as it seemed to her, of the apostles, 
for picking the ears of corn in their walks, and at their meals 
eating with unwashed hands. Touched by this mania of 
antiquity, the learned aiSected to change their vulgar Christian 
name, by assuming the more classical ones of a Junius Brutus, 
a Pomponius, or a Julius, or any other rusty name unwashed 
by baptism. This frenzy for the ancient republic not only 
menaced the pontificate, but their Platonic or their pagan 
ardours seemed to be striking at the foundation of Christianity 
itself. Such were Marcellus Picinus, and that learned society 
who assembled under the Medici. Pomponius L»tus, who 
lived at the close of the fifteenth century, not only celebrated 
by an annual festival the foundation of Eome, and raised altars 
to Eomulus, but openly expressed his contempt for the Chris- 
tian religion, which this visionary declared was only fit for bar- 
barians ; but this extravagance and irreligion, observes Niceron, 
were common with many of the learned of those times, and 
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this very Pomponius was at length formally accused of the 
crime of changing the baptismal names of the young persons 
whom he taught for pagan ones 1 “ This was the taste of 
the times,” says the author we have just quoted; but it was 
imagined that there was a mystery concealed in these changes 
of names. 

At this period these literary societies first appear : one at 
Eome had the title of “ Academy,” and for its chief this very 
Pomponius; for he is distinguished as “Eomanse Princeps 
Academise,” by his friend Politian, in the “Miscellanea’* of 
that elegant scholar. This was under the pontificate of Paul 
the Second. The regular meetings of “the Academy” soon 
excited the jealousy and suspicions of Paul, and gave rise to 
one of the most horrid persecutions and scenes of torture, 
even to death, in which these academicians were involved. 
This closed with a decree of Paul’s, that for the future no 
one should pronounce, either seriously or in jest, the very 
name of academy, under the penalty of heresy ! The story is 
told by Platina, one of the sufferers, in his Life of Paul the 
Second ; and although this history may be said to bear the 
bruises of the wounded and dislocated body of the unhappy 
historian, the facts are unquestionable, and connected with 
our subject, Platina, Pomponius, and many of their friends, 
were suddenly dragged to prison ; on the first and second day 
torture was applied, and many exphed under the hands of 
their executioners. “You would have imagined,” says Pla- 
tina, “that the castle of St. Angelo was turned into the bull 
of Phalaris, so loud the hollow vault resounded with the 
cries of those miserable young men, who were an honour to 
their age for genius and learning. The tortiuers, not satis- 
fied, though weary, having racked twenty men in these two 
days, of whom some died, at length sent for me to take my 
turn. The instruments of torture were ready ; I was stripped^ 
and the executioners put themselves to their work. Vianesius 
sat like another Minos on a seat of tapestry-work, gay as at 
a wedding; and while I hung on the rack in torment, he 
played with a jewel which Sanga had, asking him who was 
the mistress which had given him this love-token ? Turning 
, to me, he asked, ‘ why Pomponio, in a letter, should call me 
Holy Father ? Did the conspirators agree to make you 
pope?® ‘Pomponio,® I replied, ‘can best tell why he gave 
me this title, for I know not.® At length, having pleased, 
but uot satisfied himself with my tortures, he ordered me to 
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be let down, that I might undergo tortures much greater in 
the evening. I was carried, haK dead, into my chamber ; but 
not long after, the inquisitor having dined, and being fresh in 
drink, I was fetched again, and the archbishop of Spalatro 
was there. They inquired of my conversations with Mala- 
testa. I said it only concerned ancient and modern learning, 
the military arts, and the characters of illustrious men, the 
ordinary subjects of conversation. I was bitterly threatened 
by Vianesius, unless I confessed the truth on the following 
day, and was carried back to my chamber, where I was seized 
with such extreme pain, that I had rather have died than en- 
dured the agony of my battered and dislocated limbs. But 
now those who Were accused of heresy were charged with 
plotting treason. Pomponius being examined why he changed 
the names of his friends, he answered boldly, that this was no 
concern of his judges or the pope ; it was, perhaps, out of 
respect for antiquity, to stimulate to a virtuous emulation. 
After we had now lain ten months in prison, Paul comes him- 
self to the castle, where he charged us, among other things, 
that we had disputed concerning the immortality of the soul, 
and that we held the opinion of Plato ; by disputing you call 
the being of a God in question. This, I said, might be ob- 
jected to all divines and philosophers, who, to make the truth 
appear, frequently question the existence of souls and of God, 
and of aU separate intelligences. St. Austin says, the opinion 
of Plato is like the faith of Christians. I followed none of 
the numerous heretical factions. Paul then accused us of 
being too great admirers of pagan antiquities ; yet none were 
more fond of them than himself, for he collected all the 
statues and sarcophagi of the ancients to place in his palace, 
and even affected to imitate, on more than one occasion, the 
pomp and charm of their public ceremonies. While they 
were arguing, mention happened to be made of ‘the Academy,’ 
when the Cardinal of San Marco cried out, that we were not 
‘ Academics,’ but a scandal to the name ; and Paul now de- 
clared that he would not have that term evermore mentioned 
under pain of heresy. He left us in a passion, and kept ufe 
two months longer in prison to complete the year, as it 
seems he had sworn.” 

Such is the interesting narrative of Platina, from which we 
may surely infer, that if these learned men assembled for the 
communication of their studies — ^inquiries suggested by the 
monuments of antiquity, the two learned languages, ancient 
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authors, and speculative points of philosophy — these objects 
were associated with others which terrified the jealousy of 
modern Eome. 

Some time after, at Naples, appeared the two brothers, 
John Baptiste and John Yincent Porta, those twin sphits, 
the Castor and Pollux of the natural philosophy of that age, 
and whose scenieal museum delighted and awed, by its optical 
illusions, its treasure of curiosities, and its natural magic, all 
learned natives and foreigners. Their names are still famous, 
and their treatises, De Rumana JBhysiocjnomia and Magia 
Maiuralis, are still opened by the eurious, who discover these 
childi'en of philosophy wandering in the arcana of nature, 
to them a world of perpetual beginnings! These learned 
brothers united with the Mai’quis of Manso, the friend of 
Tasso, in establishing an academy under the whimsical name 
degli Oziosi (the Lazy), which so ill-described their inten- 
tions. This academy did not sufficiently embrace the views 
of the learned brothers ; and then they formed another under 
their own roof, which they appropriately named degli Secreii, 
The ostensible motive was, that no one should be admitted 
into this interior society who had not signalised himself by 
some experiment or discovery. It is clear that, whatever 
they intended by the project, the election of the members 
was to pass through the most rigid scrutiny ; and what was 
the consequence ? The court of Eome again started up with 
all its fears, and, secretly obtaining information of some dis- 
cussions which had passed in this academy degli Secretl, 
prohibited the Porta’s from holding such assemblies, or 
applying themselves to those illicit sciences, whose amuse- 
ments are criminal, and turn us aside from the study of the 
Holy Scriptures.* It seems that one of the Porta’s had 
delivered himself in the style of an ancient oracle ; but what 
was more alarming in this prophetical spirit, several of his 
predictions had been actually verified I The infallible court 
was in no want of a new school of prophecy. Baptista Poita 
went to Eome to justify himself ; and, content to wear his 
head, placed his tongue in the custody of his Holiness, and 
no doubt preferred being a member of the Accademia degli 
Oziosi to that degli SecretL To confirm this notion that 
these academies excited the jealousy of those despotic states 
of Italy, I find that several of them, at Florence as well as 


^ Nioeron, vol. xliii., Art. Porta. 
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at Sienna, were considered as dangerous meetings, and in 
1568 the Medici suddenly suppressed those of the “ Insipids,” 
the ‘‘Shy,” the “Disheartened,” and others, but more par- 
ticularly the “ Stunned,” gli Intronati, which excited loud 
laments. We have also an account of an academy which 
called itself the Lanternisis, from the circumstance that 
their first meetings were held at night, the academicians 
not carrying torches, but only Lanterns, This academy, 
indeed, was at Toulouse, but evidently formed on the model 
of its neighbours. In fine, it cannot be denied that these 
literary societies or academies were frequently objects of 
alarm to the little governments of Italy, and were often 
interrupted by politic^ persecution. 

Prom all these facts I am inclined to draw an inference. 
It is remarkable that the first Italian academies were only 
distinguished by the simple name of their founders. One 
was called the Academy of Pomponius Lsetus, another of 
Panormita, &c. It was after the melancholy fate of the 
Eoman academy of Laetus, which could not, however, ex- 
tinguish that growing desire of creating literary societies in 
the Italian cities, from which the members derived both 
honour and pleasure, that suddenly we discover these 
academies bearing the most fantastical titles. I have not 
found any writer who has attempted to solve this extraordi- 
nary appearance in literary history; and the difficulty seems 
great, because, however frivolous or fantastical the titles 
they assumed, their members were illustrious for rank and 
genius. Tiraboschi, aware of this difficulty, can only express 
his astonishment at the absurdity, and his vexation at the 
ridicule to which the Italians have been exposed by the 
coarse jokes of Menkenius, in his Qharlaianaria JErudito- 
rmi.^ I conjecture that the invention of these ridiculous 
titles for literary societies was an attempt to throw a sportive 
veil over meetings which had alarmed the papal and the 
other petty courts of Italy; and to quiet their fears and 
turn aside their political wrath, they implied the innocence 
of their pursuits by the jocularity with which the members 
treated themselves, and were willing that others should treat 
them. This otherwise .inexplicable national levity, of so 

See Tiraboschi, vol. vii. cap. 4, Accademie^ and Quadrio’s Della 
Stona e della Ragione d'ogni Poesia. In the immense receptacle of 
these seven quarto volumes, printed with a small type, the curious may 
consult the voluminous Index, arfc. Accademia. 
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refinod a people, has not occurred in any other country, 
because the necessity did not exist anywhere but in Italy. 
In France, in Spain, and in England, the title of the ancient 
Academus was never profaned by an adjunct which sys- 
tematically degraded and ridiculed its venerable character 
and its illustrious members. 

Long after this article was finished, I had an opportunity 
of consulting an eminent Italian, whose name is already cele- 
brated in our country, II Sigr. Ugo Foscolo his decision 
ought necessarily to outweigh mine; but although it is 
incumbent on me to put the reader in possession of the 
opinion of a native of his high acquirements, it is not as 
easy for me, on this obscure and curious subject, to relin- 
quish my own conjecture. 

II Sigr. Foscolo is of opinion that the origin of the fan- 
tastical titles assumed by the Italian academies entirely arose 
from a desire of getting rid of the air of pedantry, and to 
insinuate that their meetings and their works were to be 
considered merely as sportive relaxations, and an idle business. 

This opinion may satisfy an Italian, and this he may deem 
a sufficient apology for such absurdity; but when scarlet 
robes and cowled heads, laureated bards and Mbnsiyno?*es, 
and GavaUeros, baptize themselves in a public assembly 
“ Blockheads*’ or “ Madmen,” we ultramonfanes, out of mere 
compliment to such great and learned men, would suppose 
that they had their good reasons ; and that in this there 
must have been ‘‘something more than meets the ear.” 
After all, I would almost flatter myself that our two opinions 
are not so wide of each other as they at first seem to be. 

* Ugo Foscolo was born in Padua, where he achieved an early success a^ 
an author. He entered the Italian army in 1805, but soon quitted it, and 
became Professor of Literature in the university of Pavia ; but his lectures 
alarmed Napoleon by their boldness of speech, and he suppressed the pro- 
fessorship. He came to England in 1815, and was exceedingly well 
received ; he wrote much in the Edinburgh and Quarterly Keviews, besides 
publishing several books. He died in 1827, and is buried at Chiswick. 
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ON THE HERO OR EUDIBRAS; BUTLER VINDICATED. 

That great Original, tLe author of Hudibras, has been re- 
cently censured for exposing to ridicule the Sir Samuel Luke, 
under whose roof he dwelt, in the grotesque character of his 
hero. The knowledge of the ciitic in our literary history is 
not curious ; he appeal’s to have advanced no further than to 
have taken up the first opinion he found ; but this served for 
an attempt to blacken the moral character of Butler ! 
** Having lived,” says our critic, ^^in the family of Sir 
Samuel Luke, one of Cromwell’s captains, at the very time 
he planned the Hudibras,. of which he was pleased to make 
his hind, and, Tiospitalle patron the hero. We defy the history 
of Whiggism to match this anecdote,”* as if it could not be 
matched ! Whigs and Tories are as like as two eggs when 
they are wits and satirists ; their friends too often become 
their victims ! If Sir Samuel resembled that renowned per- 
sonification, the ridicule was legitimate and unavoidable when 
the poet had espoused his cause, and espoused it too from the 
purest motive — a detestation of political and fanatical hypo- 
crisy .f Comic satirists, whatever they may allege to the con- 
trary, will always draw largely and most truly from their 
own circle. After all, it does not appear that Sir Samuel sat 
for Sir Hudibras ; although from the hiatus still in the poem, 
at the end of Fart I., Canto I., his name would accommodate 

* Edinburgh Revie-^r, No. 67 — 159, on Jacobite Relics. 

+ In a pamphlet entitled “Merourius Menippeus ,• the Loyal Satyrist, 
or Hudibras in Prose,” published in 1682, and said to be “written by an 
unknown hand in the time of the late Rebellion, but never till now pub- 
lished,” is the following curious notice of Sir Samuel, which certainly 
seems to point him out as the prototype of Hudibras ; 

Whose back, or rather burthen, show’d 

As if it stoop’d with its own load. 

The author is speaking of Cromwell, and says, “ I wonder how Sir 
Samiel iMke and he should clash, for they are both cubs of the same ugly 
litter. This Urchin is as ill carved as that Q-oblin painted. The grandam 
bear sure had blistered her tongue, and so left him unlicked. He looks 
like a snail with his house upon his back, or the Spirit of the Militia with 
a natural snapsack, and may serve both for tinker and budget too. Nature 
intended him to play at bowls, and therefore clapt a bias upon him. One 
would think a mole had crept into his carcass before ’tis laid in the church- 
yard, and rooted in it. He looks like the visible tie of .3Eneas bolstering 
up his father, or some beggarwoman endorsed with her whole litter, and 
with a child behind.” 
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botfe tlie metre and the rhyme. But who, said Warhurton, 
ever compared a person to himself ? Butler might aim a sly 
stroke at Sir Samuel by hinting to him how well he resem- 
bled Hudibras, but with a remarkable forbearance he has left 
posterity to settle the affair, which is certainly not worth 
their while. But Warhurton tells, that a friend of Butler’s 
had declared the person was a Devonshire man — one Sir 
Harry Bosewell, of Ford Abbey, in that county. There is a 
curious life of our learned wit, in the great General Dic- 
tionary ; the writer, probably Dr. Birch, made the most au- 
thentic researches, from the contemporaries of Butler or their 
descendants ; and from Charles Longueville, the son of But- 
ler’s great friend, he obtained much of the little we possess. 
The OTiter of this Life believes that Sir Samuel was the hero 
of Butler, and I’ests his evidence on the hiatus we have no- 
ticed ; but with the candour which becomes the literar^j- his- 
torian, he has added the following marginal note : “ "V^ilst 
this sheet was at press, I was assured by Mr. Longueville, 
that Sir Samuel Luke is not the person ridiculed under the 
name of Htoibeas.” 

It would be curious, after all, should the prototype of 
Hudibras turn out to be one of the heroes of ** the Kolliad j” 
a circumstance which, had it been known to the copartner- 
ship of that comic epic, would have furnished a fine episode 
and a memorable hero to their line of descent. When 
BuTiiEn wrote his Hudibras, one Coll, Bolle, a Devonshire 
man, lodged with him, and was exactly like his description of 
the Knight ; whence it is highly probable, that it was this 
gentleman, and not Sir Samuel Luke, whose person he had in 
his eye. The reason that he gave for calling his poem 
Hudibras was, because the name of the old tutelar saint of 
Devonshire was Hugh de Bras.''^ I find this in the Grub- 
street Journal, January, 1731, a peiiodieal paper conducted 
by two eminent literary physicians, under the appropriate 
names of Bavins and Msevius,* and which for some time en- 
livened the town with the excellent design of ridiculing silly 
authors and stupid critics. 

It is unquestionably proved, by the confession of several 

^ Bavins and Msevius were Dr. Martyn, the well-known author of the 
dissertation on the JSneid of Yirgil, and Dr. Russel, another learned phy- 
sician, as his publications attest. It does great credit to their taste, that 
they were the hebdomadal defenders of Pope from the attacks of the heroes 
of the Dunciad, 
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friends of Butler, tliat the prototype of Sir Hudibras was a 
Devonshire man ; and if Sir Hugh de Bras he the old patron 
saint of Devonshire, (which however I cannot find in 
Prince’s or in Fuller’s Worthies,) this discovers the sugges- 
tion which led Butler to the name of his hero ; burlesquing 
the nexo saint by pairing him with the chivalrous saint of 
the county ; hence, like the Elnight of old, did 

Sir Knight albandon dwelling. 

And out lie rode a Colonelling/ 

This origin of the name, is more appropriate to the cha- 
racter of the work than deriving it from the Sir Hudibras of 
Spenser, with whom there exists no similitude. 

It is as honourable as it is extraordinary, that such was 
the celebrity of Hudibras, that the workman’s name was 
often confounded with the work itself; the poet was once 
better known under the name of Hudibbas than of But- 
LEB. Old Southern calls him ‘‘ Hudibras Butler and if 
any one would read the most copious life we have of this 
great poet in the great General Dictionary, he must look foi' 
a name he is not accustomed to find among English authors 
— that of Hudibras! One fact is remarkable: that, like 
Cervantes, and unlike Rabelais and Sterne, Butler in his great 
work has not sent down to posterity a single passage of in- 
decent ribaldry, though it was written amidst a com’t which 
would have got such by heart, and in an age in which such 
trash was certain of popularity. 

We know little more of Butler than we do of Shakspeare 
and of Spenser ! Longueville, the devoted friend of our 
poet, has unfortunately left no reminiscences of the departed 
genius whom he so intimately knew, and who bequeathed to 
Longueville the only legacy a neglected poet could leave — all 
his manuscripts ; and to his cai'e, though not to his spirit, we 
are indebted for Butler’s Remains.” His friend attempted 
to bury him with the public honours he deserved, among the 

* There is great reason to donbt tlie authenticity of this information 
concerning a Devonshire tutelar saint. Mr. Charles Butler has kindly 
communicated the researches of a Catholic clergyman, residing at Exeter, 
TVho haying examined the voluminous registers of the See of Exeter, and 
numerous MSS. and records of the diocese, cannot trace that any such 
saint was particularly honoured in the county. It is lamentable that 
ingenious writers should invent fictions for authorities ; but with the hope 
that the present authors have not done this, I have preserved this apobry- 
phal tradition. 
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tombs of bis brotber-bards in Westminster Abbey ; but be 
was compelled to consign the bard to an obscure burial-place 
in Paul’s, Covent Garden. Many years after, when Alderman 
Barber raised an inscription to the memory of Butler in 
Westminster Abbey, others were desirous of placing one over 
tbe poet’s bumble gravestone. This probably excited some 
competition: and tbe following fine one, attributed to 
Dennis, bas perhaps never been published. If it be Dennis’s, 
it must have been composed in one of bis most lucid mo- 
ments. 

Near this place lies interred 
The body of Mr. Samuel Butler, 

Author of Hudibras. 

He was a whole species of Poets in one! 

Admirable in a Manner 
In which no one else has been tolerable ; 

A Maimer which began and ended in Himj 
In which he knew no Guide, 

And has found no Followers, f 

To this too brief article I add a proof that that fana- 
ticism which is branded by our immortal Butler can survive 
tbe castigation. Folly is sometimes immortal, as nonsense is 
sometimes irrefutable. Ancient follies revive, and men repeat 
tbe same unintelligible jargon : just as contagion keeps up tbe 
plague in Turkey by lying bid in some obscure comer, till it 
breSks out afresh. Eecently we have seen a notable instance 
where one of tbe school to which we are alluding declares 
of Sbakspeare .that “ it would have been happy if be bad 
never been born, for that thousands will look back with in- 
cessant anguish on tbe guilty debgbt which tbe plays of 
Sbakspeare ministered to them.”! Such is tbe anathema of 
Sbakspeare ! We have another of Butler, in “ An Historic 
Defence of Experimental Eeligion in which tbe author con- 
tends, that the best men have experienced tbe agency of tbe 
Holy Spirit in an immediate illumination from heaven. He 
furnishes bis historic proofs by a list from Abel to Lady 
Huntingdon ! Tbe author of Hudibras is denounced, Om 
Samuel Butler, a celebrated bvffoon in tbe abandoned reign of ' 

* He was himed out^de the church in the angle at the north-west 
comer, where the wall originally stood which bound^ the churchyard. 

t A monument was put up in the church in 1786 by a subscription 
among the parishioners. It exhibits a bust of Butler and a rhyming 
nscription in very bad taste. 

t See Quarterly Keview, vol. viii. p. Ill, where I found this quotation 
justly reprobated. 
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Ohai'les the Second, wrote a mock-heroic poem, in which he 
undertook to burlesque the pious puritan. He ridicules all 
the gracious promises by comparing the dimne illumination to 
an ignis fatuus^ and dark lantern of the spirit.’^* Such are 
the writers whose ascetic spirit is still descending among us 
from the monkery of the deserts, adding poignancy to the 
very ridicule they would annihilate. The satire which we 
deemed obsolete, we find still applicable to contemporaries ! 

The PiRST part of Hudibras is the most perfect ; that was 
the rich fi'uit of matured meditation, of wit, of learning, and 
of leisure. A mind of the most original powers had been 
perpetually acted on by some of the most extraordinary 
events and persons of political and religious history. Butler 
had lived amidst scenes which might have excited indignation 
and grief ; but his strong contempt of the actors could only 
supply ludicrous images and caustic Taillery. Tet once, when 
viUany was at its zenith, his solemn tones were raised to 
reach it.f 

The SECOND part was precipitated in the following year. 
An interval of fourteen years was allowed to elapse before 
the THIRD and last part was given to the world ; but then 
everything had changed ! the poet, the subject, and the 
patron ! The old theme of the sectarists had lost its fresh- 
ness, and the cavaliers, with their royal libertine, had become 
as obnoxious to public decency as the Tartufies, Butler ap- 
pears to have turned aside, and to have given an adverse di- 
rection to his satirical arrows. The slavery and dotage of 
Hudibras to the widow revealed the voluptuous epicurean, 
who slept on his throne, dissolved in the arms of his mis- 
tresses. “ The enchanted bower,” and The amorous suit,” 
of Hudibras reflected the new manners of this wretched 
court ; and that Butler had become the satirist of the party 
whose cause he had formerly so honestly espoused, is con- 
firmed by his “ Bemains,” where, among other nervous 
satires, is one, ‘^On the licentious age of Charles the Second, 
contrasted with the puritanical one that preceded it.” This 
then is the greater glory of Butler, that his high and indig- 
nant spirit equally satirised the hypocrites of Cromwell and 
the libWtines of Charles. 

* THs work, published in 1795, is curious for the materials the writer’s 
reading has collected. 

t The case of King Charles the First truly stated against John Cook, 
Master of Cray’s Inn, inJButler’s “Remains.” 
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SHENSTONE’S SCHOOL-MISTRESS. 

The iiiimitaMe “ School-Mistress of Shenstone is one of the 
felicities of genius ; but the pui'pose of this poem has been 
entirely misconceived. Johnson, acknowledging this charm- 
ing effusion to be “ the most pleasing of Shenstone’s pro- 
ductions,” observes, “I know not what claim it has to stand 
among the moral toorlcsP The truth is, that it was intended 
for quite a different class by the author, and Dodsley, the 
editor of his works, must have strangely blundered in de- 
signating it “ a moral poem.” It may be classed with a species 
of poetry, till recently, rare in our language, and which we 
sometimes find among the Italians, in their rione piacevoli, or 
poesie hurlesche^ which do not always consist of low humour 
in a facetious style with jingling rhymes, to which form we 
attach our idea of a burlesque poem. There is a refined species 
of ludicrous poetry, which is comic yet tender, lusory yet ^ 
elegant, and with such a blending of the serious and the 
facetious, that the result of such a poem may often, among 
its other pleasures, produce a sort of ambiguity ; so that we 
do not always know whether the writer is laughing at his 
subject, or whether he is to be laughed at. Our admirable^ 
Wliistlecraft met this fate!* “The School-Mistress” of 
Shenstone has been admired for its simplicity and tenderness, 
not for its exquisitely ludicrous turn I 

This discovery I owe to the good fortune of possessing the 
edition of “ The School-Mistress,” which the author printed 
under his own directions, and to his own fancy .f To this 
piece of ludicboxjs poetry, as he calls it, “ lest it should be 
mistaken,” he added a LTrniCJaOTJS iisdex, “ purely to show 
fools that I am in jest.” But “the fool,” his subsequent 
editor, who, I regret to say, was Robert Dodsley, thought 

* Prospectus and specimen of an intended national work by William ’ 
and Robert Whistlecraft, of Stowmarket, in Suffolk ; harness and collar 
makers ; intended to comprise the most interesting particulars relating to 
King Arthur and his Round Table.” The real author of Mi*. Whistlecraffs , 
specimen was the Eight Hon. J. Hookham Frere, who has the merit of 
having first introduced theltalian burlesque style into onr literature. Lord 
Byi’on composed his ‘*Beppo” confessedly after this example. ‘‘It is,” 
he writes, “a humorous poem; in, and after, the excellent manner of Mr. 
Whistlecraft who published this “specimen” only, which was little read. 

. ^h'The o^nal edition was printed in 1757 without engravings. They . 
occur only in^that which is described in our text. 
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proper to suppress this amusing “ludicrous index,” and the 
consequence is, as the poet foresaw, that his aim has been 
“ mistaken.” 

The whole history of this poem, and this edition, may be 
traced in the printed correspondence of Shenstone. Our poet 
had pleased himself by ornamenting “A sixpenny pam- 
phlet,” with certain “seemly” designs of his, and for which 
he came to town to direct the engraver ; he appeal's also to 
have intended accompanying it with “ The deformed portrait 
of my old school-dame, Sarah Lloyd.” The frontispiece to 
this first edition represents the “ Thatched-house ” of his old 
schoolmistress, and before it is the “ birch- tree,” with “the 
sun setting and gilding the scene.” He writes on this, “ I 
have the first sheet to correct upon the table. I have laid 
aside the thoughts of fame a good deal in this unpromising 
scheme ; and fix them upon the landskip which is engraving, 
the red letter which I propose, and the fruit-piece which you 
see, being the most seemly ornaments of the first sixpenny 
pamphlet that was ever so highly honoured. I shall incur 
the same reflection with Ogilby, of having nothing good but 
my decorations. I expect that in your neighbourhood and in 
Warwickshire there should be twenty of my poems sold. I 
print it myself. I am pleased with Mynde’s engravings.” 

On the publication Shenstone has opened his idea on its 
poetical characteristic. “ I dare say it must be very incorrect ; 
for I have added eight or ten stanzas within this fortnight. 
But inaccuracy is .more excusable in ludicrous 'poetry than in 
any other. If it strikes my^ it must be merely people of 
taste; for people of wit without taste, which comprehends the 
larger part of the critical tribe, will unavoidably despise it. 
I have been at some pains to recover myself from A. Philips’ 
misfortune of mere childishness, ‘Little charm 'of placid 
mien,’ <fee. I have added a ludicrous index purely to show 
(fools) that I am in jest ; and my motto, ‘ 0, qua sol habita- 
biles illustrat oras, maxima principum !’ is calculated for the 
same purpose. You cannot conceive how large the number 
is of those that mistake burlesque for the very foolishness 
it exposes ; which observation I made once at the Re- 
hearsal, at Tom Thumb, at Ghrononhotontholoyos, all 
which are pieces of elegant humour. I have some mind 
to pm’sue this caution further, and advertise it ‘ The School- 
Mistress,’ &c. a very childish performance everybody knows 
(novorum more). But if a person seriously calls this, or 

VOL. ir. K K 
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irather burlesque, a childish or low species of poetry, he says 
wrong. For the most regular and formal poetry may be 
called trifling, folly, and weakness, in comparison of what is 
written with a more manly spirit in ridicide of it. ’ 

This edition is now lying before me, with its splendid 
“red-letter,” its “seemly designs,” and, what is more precious, 
its “Index.” Shenstone, who had greatly pleased himself 
with his graphical in%''entions, at len^h found that Hs 
engraver, Mynde, had sadly bungled with the poet’s ideal. 
Vexed and disappointed, he writes, “ I have been plagued to 
death about the Ul-execution of my designs. Nothing is cer- 
tain in London but expense, which I can ill bear.” The truth 
is, that what is placed in the landskip over the thatched- 
house, and the birch-tree, is like a falling monster rather than 
a setting sun ; but the fruit-piece at the end, the grapes, the 
plums, the melon, and the Catharine pears, Mr. Mynde has 
made sufficiently tempting. This edition contains only 
twenty-eight stanzas, which were afterwards enlarged to thirty- 
five. Several stanzas have been omitted, and they have also 
passed through many corrections, and some improvements, 
which show that Shenstone had more judgment and felicity 
in severe correction than perhaps is suspected. Some of these 
I will point out.^ 

In the second stanza, first edition has, 

In every mart that stands on Britain’s isle, 

In every village less reveal’d to fame. 

Dwells there in cottage known about a mile, 

A matron old, whom we schoolmistress name. 

Improved thus : — 

In every village mark’d witk little spire, 

Embower’d in trees, and hardly known to fame, 

There dwells in lowly shed and mean attir^ 

A matron old, whom we schoolmistress name. 

The eighth stanza, in ihe first edition, runs, 

The gown, which o’er her shoulders thrown she had. 

Was russet stuff (who knows not russet stuff?) 

Great comfort to her mind that she was clad 
In textui-e of her own, all strong and tough ; 

Ke did she e’er complain, ne deem it rough, &c. 


I have usually found the School-Mistress printed without numherihg 
the stanzas ; to enter , into the present view it will be necessary for the 
reader to do this himself with a pencil-mark. 
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More elegantly descriptive is the dress as now deli- 
neated : — 

A russet stole was o’er her shoulders thrown, 

A russet kirtle fenced the nipping air; 

’Twas simple russet, hut it was her own : 

’Twas her own country bred the flock so fair, 

’Twas her own labour did the fleece prepare, &c. 

The additions made to the first edition consist of the 11, 
12, 13, 14, and 15th stanzas, in which are so beautifully intro- 
duced the herbs and garden stores, and the psalmody of the 
schoolmistress ; the 29th and 30th stanzas were also subse- 
quent insertions. But those lines which give so original a 
view of genius in its infancy, 

A little bench of heedless bishops here, 

And there a chancellor in embiyo, &c. 

were printed in 1742 ; and I cannot but think that the far- 
famed stanza in G-ray’s Elegy, where he discovers men of 
genius in peasants, as Shenstone has in children, was suggested 
by this original conception : 

Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest, 

Some Cromwell guiltless of his country’s blood; 

is, to me, a congenial thought, with an echoed turn of expres- 
sion of the lines from the School-Mistress. 

I shall now restore the ludicrous indez, and adapt it to the 
stanzas of the later edition. 

. Stanza 

Introduction . . . • \r .1 

The subject proposed 2 

A circumstance in the situation of the mansion of eaeit DisoiridUB, 
discovering the surprising influence of the connexions of ideas . S 
A simile ; introducing a deprecation of the joyless effects of bigohey 

and suPEESTiMON 4 

Some peculiarities indicative of a oountey school, with a short sketch 

of the SOVEEEIGN presiding over it .5 

Some account of her nightoap, apron, and a tremendous description 

of her birchen sceptre 6 

A parallei instance of the advantages of legal government with re- 
gard to children and the wind 7 

Her gown .8 

Her TITLES, and punctilious nicety in the ceremonious assertion of 

them 

A digression concerning her hen’s presumptuous behaviour, with a 
circumstance tending to give the cautious reader a more accurate 
idea of the officious diligence and economy of an old woman . 10 

e:k2 
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A view of tHs utriiAL potuntate as seated in iter cliair of state, con- 
ferring HONOURS, distributing bounties, and dispersing procla- 
mations 16 

Her POLICIES 17 

Tbe ACTION of the poem commences with a general summons, follows 
a partienlar description of the artful structure, decoration, and 
fortifications of an hoen-biblb , . . . . ,18 

A surprising picture of sisterly affection by way of episode . 20, 21 

A short list of the methods now in use to avoid a whipping — which 

nevertheless follows 22 

The force of example 23 

A sketch of the particular symptoms of obstinacy as they discover 
themselves in a child, with a simile illustrating a blubbered 

face 24, 25, 26 

A hint of great importance 27 

The piety of the poet in relation to that school-dame’s memory, who 
had the first formation of a certain patriot. 

[This stanza has been left out in the later editions ; it refers to the 
Duke of Argyle.] 

The secret connexion between whippino and risino in the world, 
with a view, as it were, through a perspective, of the same little 
POLK in the highest posts and reputation . . , » . 28 

An account of the nature of an embryo -pox-hunter. — 


[Another stanza omitted.] 

A deviation to an huckster’s shop 32 

Which being continued for the space of three stanzas, gives the author 
an opportunity of paying his compliments to a particular county, 
which he gladly seizes ; concluding his piece with respectful men- 
tion of the ancient and loyal city of Shrewsbury. 


BEN JONSON ON TRANSLATION. 

I HAVE discovered a poem by this great poet, which has 
escaped the researches of all his editors. Prefixed to a trans- 
lation, translation is the theme; with us an unvalued art, 
because our translators bave usually been the jobbers of book- 
sellers ; hut no inglorious one among our French and Italian 
rivals. In this poem, if the reader’s ear he guided by the 
compressed sense of the massive lines, he may feel a rhythm 
which, should they he read like our modern metre, he will 
find wanting ; here the fulness of the thoughts forms their own 
cadences. The mind is musical as well as the ear. One 
verse running into another, and the sense often closing in 
the middle of a line, is the Club of Hercules ; Dryden some- 
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times succeeded in it, Churchill abused it, and Cowper 
attempted to revive it. Great force of thought only can 
wield this verse. 

On, the Axtthok, Workb, anA Teai^slatob, prefixed to the tmnslatioTi 
of Mateo Aleman^ s Sjaanish Itogue^ 1623. 

Wlio tracks tMs author’s or translator’s pen 
Shall fiude, that either hath read hookes, and men : 

To say hut one' were single. Then it chimes, 

When the old words doe strike on the new times, 

As in this Spanish Proteus j who, though writ 
But in one tongue, was formed with the world’s wit : 

And hath the noblest marke of a good booke, 

That an ill man dares not securely looke 
Upon it, but will loath, or let it passe. 

As a deformed face doth a true glasse. 

Such bookes deserve translators of like coate 
As was the genius wherewith they were wrote ; 

And this hath met that one, that may be stil’d 
More than the foster-father of this child ; 

For though Spaine gave him his first ayre and vogue 
He would be call’d, henceforth, the English rogm, 

But that bee’s too well suted, in a cloth 
Finer than was his Spanish, if my oath 
Will be receiv’d in court ; if not, would I 
Had cloath’d him so ! Here’s all I can supply 
To your desert who have done it, friend ! And this 
Faire aemulation, and no envy is ; 

When you behold me wish myselfe, the man 
That would have done, that, which you only can ! 

Ben Jonson. 

The translator of Gmman was James Mabbe, which he dis- 
guised under the Spanish pseudonym of Diego Buede-ser; 
Diego for Jmnes, and Buede-ser for Mabbe or May-he I He 
translated, with the same spirit as his Guzman, Celestina, or 
the Spanish Bawd, that singular tragi-comedy, — a version 
still more remarkable. He had resided a considerable time 
in Spain, and was a perfect master of both languages, — a rare 
talent in a translator ; and the consequence is, that he is a 
translator of genius. 
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Witere London’s towre its turrets show 
So stately hy the Thames’s side, 

Faire Arabella, child of woe ! 

For many a day had sat and sighed. 

And as shee heard the waves arise, 

And as shee heard the bleake windes roare, 

As fast did heave her heartfelte sighes, 

And still so fast her teares did poure ! 

Ao'alella Stuart^ in Evanses Old Ballads. 

(Probably written by Mickle.) 

The name of Arabella Stuart, Mr. Lodge observes, 
scarcely mentioned in history.** The whole life of this lady 
seems to consist of secret history, which, probably, we cannot 
now recover. The writers who have venturi to weave 
together her loose and scattered story are ambiguous and 
contradictory. How such slight domestic incidents as her 
life consisted of could produce results so greatly dispropor- 
tioned to their apparent cause may always excite our curio- 
sity. Her name scarcely ever occurs without raising that 
sort of interest which accompanies mysterious events, and 
more particularly when we discover that this lady is so fre- 
quently alluded to by her foreign contemporaries. 

The historians of the Lady Arabella have fallen into the 
grossest errors. Her chief historian has committed a violent 
injury on her very person, which, in the history of a female, 
is not the least important. In hastily consulting two pas- 
sages relative to her, he applied to the Lady Arabella the 
defective understanding and headstrong dispositions of her 
aunt, the Countess of Shrewsbury ; and by another miscon- 
ception of a term, as I think, asserts that the Lady Arabella 
was distinguished neither for beauty nor intellectual quaii- 
ties.t This authoritative decision perplexed the modem 

* Long after this article was composed, Miss Aikin published her ** Court 
of James the First.” That agreeable writer has written her popular 
volumes without wasting the bloom of life in the dust of libraries ; and 
our female historian has not occasioned me to alter a single sentence in 
these researches. 

f Morant in the *‘Biographia Britannica.” This gross blunder has 
been detected by Mr. Lodge. The other I submit to the reader’s judgment. 
A contemporary letter-writer, alluding to the flight of Arabella and Sey- 
mour, which alarmed the Scottish so much more than the English party, 



The Loves of The Lady Arabella^ 


503 


editor, Kippis, whose researches were always limited ; Kippis 
had gleaned from Oldys’s precious manuscripts a single note 
which shook to its foundations the whole structure before 
him ; and he had also found, in Ballard, to his utter confusion, 
some hints that the Lady Arabella was a learned woman, and 
of a poetical genius, though even the writer himself, who had 
recorded this discovery, was at a loss to ascertain the fact ! It is 
amusing to observe honest George Ballard in the same dilemma 
as honest Andrew Kippis. “ This lady,” he says, “ was not 
more distinguished for the dignity of her birth than cele- 
brated for her fine parts and learning; and yet,” he adds, in 
all the simplicity of his ingenuousness, ‘‘ I know so little in 
relation to the two last accomplishments, that I should not 
have given her a place in these memoirs had not Mr. Evelyn 
put her in his list of learned women, and Mr. Philips 
(Milton’s nephew) introduced her among his modern 
poetesses.” 

^‘The Lady Arabella,” for by that name she is usually 
noticed by her contemporaries, rather than by her maiden 
name of Stuart, or by her mamed one of Seymour, as she 
latterly subscribed herself, was, by her affinity with James 
the First and our Elizabeth, placed near the throne; too 
near, it seems, for her happiness and quiet!* In their 
common descent from Margaret, the elder daughter of Henry 
the Seventh, she was cousin to the Scottish monarch, but 

tells ns, among other reasons of the little danger of the political influence 
of the parties themselves over the people, that not only their pretensions 
were far removed, hut he adds, “They were uiraBAOBFUL both in their 
^persons and their houses” Morant takes the term uirakAOBFUL in its 
modem acceptation ; but in the style of that day, I think tjjtguaobi’uii is 
opposed to GEAOious in the eyes of the people, meaning that persons 
and their houses were not considerable to the multitude. Would it not be 
absurd to apply uti^racefiil in its modern sense to a family or house ? 
And had any political danger been expected, assuredly it would not have 
b^n diminished by the want of personal grace in these lovers. I do 
not recollect any authority for the sense of .ungraceful in opposition to 
gracioiLSf but a critical and literary antiquary has sanctioned my opinion. 

“She was the only child of Charles Stuart, fifth earl of Lennox, by- 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William Cavendish of Hardwick, in Derbyshire, 
and is supposed to have been born in 1677. Her father, unhappily for 
her, was of the royal blood both of England and Scotland ; for he was a^ 
younger brother of King Henry, father of James the Sixth, and great- 
grandson through his mother, who was daughter of Margaret, Queen of 
Scots, to our &nry the Seventh.” Such is Lodge’s account of “this 
illustrious .misfortune,” which made the life of a worthy lady wretched. 
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born an Englishwoman, which gave her some advantage in a 
claim to the throne of England. Her double relation to 
royalty,” says Mr. Lodge, ^^was equally obnoxious to the 
jealousy of Elizabeth and the timidity of James, and they 
secretly dreaded the supposed danger of her having a legiti- 
mate offspiing.” Yet James himself, then unmarried, pro- 
posed for the husband of the Lady Arabella one of her cousins, 
Lord Esme Stuart, whom he had created Duke of Lennox, and 
designed for his heir. The first thing we hear of the Lady 
Arabella” concerns a marriage : marriages are the incidents of 
her life, and the fatal event which terminated it was a mar- 
riage. Such was the secret spring on which her character 
and her misfortunes revolved. 

This proposed match was desirable to all pai’ties ; but there 
was one greater than them all who forbad the banns. Eliza- 
beth interposed; she imprisoned the Lady Arabella, and 
would not deliver her up to the king, of whom she spoke 
with asperity, and even with contempt.^ The greatest infir- 
mity of Elizabeth was her mysterious conduct respecting the 
succession to the English throne ; her jealousy of power, her 
strange unhappiness in the dread of personal neglect, made 
her averse to see a successor in her couii?, or even to hear of 
a distant one ; in a successor she could only view a compe- 
titor. Camden tells us that she frequently observed, that 
“most men neglected the setting sun,” and this melancholy 
presentiment of personal neglect this political coquette not 
only lived to experience, but even this circumstance of keep- 
ing the succession unsettled miserably disturbed the queen 
on her death-bed. Her ministers, it appears, harassed her 
when she was lying speechless ; a remarkable circumstance, 
which has hitherto escaped the knowledge of her numerous 
historians, and which I shall take an opportunity of disclosing 
in this work. 

Elizabeth leaving a point so important always problema- 
tical, raised up the very evil she so greatly dreaded ; it mul- 
tiplied the aspirants, while every party humoured itself by 

* A circumstance which we discover by a Spanish memorial, when our 
James the First was negotiating with the cabinet of Madiid. He complains 
of Elizabeth’s treatment of him ; that the queen refused to give him his 
father’s estate in England, nor would deliver up his uncle’s daughter, 
Arabella, to be married to the Duke of Lennox, at which time the queen 
jjoZaSros muy operas y de mucho dis^weehia contra el dioho Hey de 
Mcoda; she used harsh words, expressing much contempt of the king; 
'Winwood’s Mem. i, 4. ' 
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selecting its own claimant, and none more busily than the 
continental powers. One of the most curious is the project 
of the Pope, who, intending to put aside James the Pirst on 
account of his religion, formed a chimerical scheme of uniting 
Arabella with a prince of the house of Savoy ; the pretext, 
for without a pretext no politician moves, was their descent 
from a bastard of our Edward the Fourth; the Duke of 
Parma was, however, married ; but the Pope, in his infalli- 
bility, txmied his brother the Cardinal into the Duke’s sub- 
stitute by secularising the churchman. In that case the 
Cardinal would then become King of England in right of 
this lady ! — provided he obtained the crown !* 

We might conjecture from this circumstance that Arabella 
was a catholic, and so Mr. Butler has recently told us ; but 
I know of no other authority than Dodd, the catholic histo- 
rian, who has inscribed her name among his party. Parsons, 
the wily Jesuit, was so doubtful how the lady, when young, 
stood disposed towards Catholicism, that he describes ‘‘ her 
religion to be as tender, green, and flexible as is her age and 
sex, and to be wrought hereafter and settled according to 
future events and times.” Yet, in 1611,,^vhen she was 
finally sent into confinement, one well informed of court 
affairs writes, “ that the Lady Arabella hath not leen found 
inclinable to popery 

Even Henry the Fourth of France was not unfriendly to 
this papistical project of placing an Italian cardinal on the 
English throne. It had dways been the state interest of the 
French cabinet to favour any scheme which might preserve 
the realms of England and Scotland as separate kingdoms. 
The manuscript correspondence of Charles the Ninth with 
his ambassador at the court of London, which I have seen, , 
tends solely to this great purpose, and perhaps it was her 
French and Spanish allies which finally hastened the political 
martyrdom of the Scottish Mary. 

Thus we have discovered two chimerical husbands of the 
Lady Arabella. The pretensions of this lady to the throne 
had evidently become an object with speculating politicians ; 

* See a very cmious letter, the CCXCIX. of Cardinal d^Ossat, vol. v. 
The catholic interest expected to facilitate the conquest of England lay 
joining their armies -v^dth those of “ Arhelle and the commentator writes 
that this English lady had a party, consisting of ail those English who had 
been the judges or the avowed enemies of Mary of Scotland, the mother of 
James the First. 


f Winwood’s Memorials, iii.' 281. 
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and perhaps it was to withdraw herself from the embarrass- 
ments into which she was thrown, that, according to De 
Thou, she intended to marry a son of the Earl of Norfchiim- 
berland ; but, to the jealous terror of Elizabeth, an English 
Earl was not an object of less magnitude than a Scotch Duke. 
This is the iliird shadowy husband. 

When James the First ascended the English throne, there 
■existed an Anti-Scottish part}^ Hardly had the northern 
monarch entered into the “Land of Promise,’* when his 
southern throne was shaken by a foolish plot, which one 
writer calls “a state riddle;” it involved Eawleigh, and un- 
expectedly the Lady Arabella. The Scottish monarch was 
to be got rid of, and Arabella was to be crowned. Some of 
these silly conspirators having written to her, requesting 
letters to be addressed to the King of Spain, she laughed at 
the letter she received, and sent it to the king. Thus for a 
second time was Arabella to have been Queen of England. 
This occurred in 1603, but was followed by no harsh measures ^ 
from J ames the First. 

In the following year, 1604s I l^ave discovered that for the 
third time the^Jady was olfered a crown ! “ A great ambas- 

sador is coming from the King of Poland, whose chief errand 
is to demand my Lady Arabella in marriage for his master. 
So may your princess of the blood grow a great queen, and 
then we shall be safe from the danger of ^nissuperscribvng 
letters This last passage seems to allude to something. 
What is meant by “ the danger of missuperscribing letters 

If this ro^^al olfer were ever made, it was certainly for- 
bidden. Can we imagine the refusal to have come from the 
lady, who, ^ve shall see, seven years afterwards, complained 
that the king had neglected her, in not providing her with a 
suitable match ? It was at this very time that one of those 
butterflies, who quiver on the fair flowers of a court, writes 
that “ My Ladye Arbella spends her time in lecture, reidingj 
^c., and she \vill not hear of marriage. Indirectly there were 
speaohes used in the recommendation of Count Maurice, who 
pretendeth to be Duke of Guildres. I dare not attempt 
her.” t Here we find another princely match proposed. Thus 

* This manuscript letter-^from William, Earl of Pembroke, to Gilbert 
Earl of Shrewsbury, is dated from Hampton Court, October S, 1604^ , 

i* I/odge^s “Illustrations of British History,” iii. 286, It is curious to 
<5bserve, that this letter, by W. Fowler, is dated on the same day as the 
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far, to the Lady Arabella, crowns and husbands were like a 
fairy banquet seen at moonlight, opening on her sight, im- 
palpable and vanishing at the moment of approach. 

Arabella from certain circumstances was a dependent on 
the king’s bounty, which flowed very unequally; often 
reduced to great personal distress, we find by her letters that 
‘‘she prayed for present money, though it should not be 
annually.” I have discovered that James at length granted 
her a pension. The royal favours, however, were probably 
limited to her good behaviour.*^ 

From 1604 to 1608 is a period which forms a blank leaf in 
the story of Arabella. In this last year this unfortunate 
lady had again fallen out of favour, and, as usual, the cause 
was mysterious, and not known even to the writer. Cham- 
berlain, in a letter to Sir Ealph Winwood, mentions “ the 
Lady Arabella’s business, lohatsoevsr it teas, is ended, and she 
restored to her former place and graces. The king gave her 
a cupboard of plate, better than 2001,, for a new year’s gift, 
and 1000 marks to pay her debts, besides some yearly addition 
to her maintenance, want being thought the chiefest cause of 
her discontentment, though sJiee be not altogether free from 
susjpicion of being collapsed.'^^\ Another mysterious expres- 
sion, which would seem to allude either to politics or religion; 
but the fact appears by another writer to have been a dis- 
covery of a new project of marriage without the king’s con- 
sent. This person of her choice is not named ; and it was 
to divert her mind fi’om the too constant object of her 
thoughts, that James, after a severe reprimand, had invited 
her to partake of the festivities of the court in that season 
of revelry and reconciliation. 

We now approach that event of th^ Lady Arabella’s life 
which reads like a romantic fiction : the catastrophe, too, is 
formed by the Aristotelian canon ; for its misery, its pathos, 
and its terror even romantic fiction has not exceeded ! 

manuscript letter I have just quoted, and it is directed to tlie same Earl 
of Shrewsbury ; so that the Earl must have received, in one day, accounts 
of two different projects of marriage for Ms niece ! This shows how much 
Arabella engaged the designs of foreigners and natives. Will. Fowler was 
a rhyming and fantastical secretary to the queen of lames the First. 

^ Two letters of Aiubella, on distress of money, are preserved by Bal- 
lard. The discovery of a pcjwio?!- I made in Sir Julius Osesar’s mauu- 
scripts ; where one is mentioned of 16002, to the Lady Arabella . — Sloane 
MSS. 4160. Mr. Lodge has shown that the king once granted her the 
duty on oats. 

t Winwood’s Memorials, vol. iii, 117 — 110. 



508 


The Loves of The Lady Arabella,^^ 


It is probable that the king, from some political motive 
had decided that the Lady Arabella should lead a single life • 
but such wise purposes frequently meet with cross ones ; and 
it happened that no woman was ever more solicited to the 
conjugal state, or seems to have been so little averse to it. 
Every noble youth who sighed for distinction amhitioned 
the notice of the Lady Arabella ; and she was so frequently 
contriving a marriage for herself, that a courtier of that day 
writing to another, observes, “ these affectations of marriage 
in her do give some advantage to the world of impairing the 
reputation of her constant and virtuous disposition.”'^ 

The revels of Christmas had hardly closed when the Lady 
Arabella forgot that she had been forgiven, and again relapsed 
into her old infirmity. She renewed a connexion, which had 
commenced in childhood, with Mr. William Seymour, the 
second son of Lord Beauchamp, and grandson of the Earl of 
Hertford. His character has been finely described by Claren*. 
don ; he loved his studies and his repose ; but when the civil 
wars broke out, he closed his volumes and drew his sword, 
and was both an active and a skilful general. Charles the 
Eirst created him Marquis of Hertford, and governor of the 
prince ; he lived to the Bestoration, and Charles the Second 
restored him to the dukedom of Somerset. 

This treaty of marriage was detected in February, 1609, 
and the parties summoned before the privy council. Sey^ 
mour was particularly censured for daring to ally himself 
with the royal blood, although that blood was running in 
his own veins. In a manuscript letter which I have dis- 
covered, Seymour addressed the lords of the privy council. 
The style is humble ; the plea to excuse his intended marriage 
is, that being but “ A young brother, and sensible of mine 
own good, unknown to the world, of mean estate, not born 
to challenge anything by my birthright, and therefore my 
fortunes to be raised by mine own endeavour, and she a lady 
of great honour and virtue, and, as I thought, of great means, 
I did plainly and honestly endeavour lawfully to gain hei in 
marriage.” There is nothing romantic in this apology, in 
which Seymour describes himself as a fortune-hunter I which, 
however, was probably done to cover his undoubted affection 
for Arabella, whom he had early known. He says, that ^ he 


* Winwood’s Memorials, vol. iii. 119. 
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conceived that this noble lady might, without offence, make 
the choice of any subject within this kingdom; which con- 
ceit was begotten in me upon a general report, after her 
ladyship’s last being called before your lordships that it 
might be.” He tells the story of this ancient wooing — “ I 
boldly intruded myself into her ladyship’s chamber in the 
sjourt on Candlemas-day last, at what time I imparted my 
deshe unto her, which was entertained, but with this caution 
on either part, that both of us resolved not to proceed to any 
dual conclusion without his majesty’s most gracious favour 
first obtdned. And this was our first meeting ! After that 
we had a second meeting at Briggs’s house in Eleet-street, 
and then a third at Mr. Baynton’s ; at both which we had 
the like conference and resolution as before.” He assures 
their lordships that both of them had never intended marriage 
without his majesty’s approbation. f 

But Love laughs at privy councils and the grave promises 
made by two frightened lovers. The parties were secretly 
married, which was discovered about July in the following 
year. They were then separately confined, the lady at the 
house of Sir Thomas Parry at Lambeth, and Seymour in the 
Tower, for “ his contempt in marrying a lady of the royal 
family without the king’s leave.” 

This, their first confinement, was not rigorous ; the lady 
walked in her garden, and the lover was a prisoner at large 
in the Tower. The writer in the Biographia Britannica” 
observes that “ ScJme intercourse they had by letters, which, 
after a time, was discovered.” In this history of love these 
might be precious documents, and in the library at Long-leat 
these love-epistles, or perhaps this volume, may yet lie unread 
in a corner. J Arabella’s epistolary talent was not vulgar : 
Dr, Montford, in a manuscript letter, describes one of those 
effusions which Arabella addressed to the king. “ This letter 
was penned by her in the best terms, as she can do right 
well. It was often read without offence, nay it was even 
commended by his highness, with the applause of prince and 

* This evidently alludes to the gentleman whose name appears not, which 
occasioned Arabella to incur the king’s displeasure before Christmas ; the 
Lady Arabella, it is quite clear, was resolvedly bent on marrying herself ! 
t Harl. MSS. 7003. 

t It is on record that at Long-leat, the seat of the Marquis of Bath, 
certain papers of Arabella are preserved. I leave to the noble owner the 
pleasure of the research. 
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council.’’ One of these amatoiy letters I have recovered. 
The circumstance is domestic, being nothing more at first 
than a very pretty letter on Mr. Seymour having taken cold, 
but, as every love-letter ought, it is not without a pathetic 
ereeeendo; the tearing away of hearts so firmly joined, her soH* 
tary imprisonment availed little; for that he lived and was her 
own, filled her spirit with that consciousness which triumphed 
even over that sickly frame so nearly subdued to death. The, 
familiar style of James the First’s age may bear comparison 
with our own, I shall give it enthe. 

lADt AEABELLA (TO ME. WILLIAM SEVMOUE. 

^'SlE, 

“ I am exceeding sorry to hear you have not been well. 
I pray you let me know truly how you do, and what was the 
cause of it. I am not satisfied with the reason Smith gives 
for it ; but if it be a cold, I will impute it to some sympathy 
betwixt us, having myself gotten a swollen cheek at the same 
time with a cold. For God’s sake, let not your grief of mind 
work upon your body. You may see by me what inconve- 
niences it will bring one to ; and no fortune, I assure you, 
daunts me so much as that weakness of body I find in myself; 
for si mus vivons Vage veau, as Marot says, wo may, 
by God’s grace, be happier than we look for, in being suffered 
to enjoy ourself with his majesty’s favour. But if we be not 
able to live to it, I for my part shall think myself a pattern 
of misfortune, in enjoying so great a blessing as you, so 
little awliile. 15*0 separation but that deprives me of the 
comfort of you. For wheresoever you be, or in what state 
soever you are, it sufficeth me you are mine ! Rachel wep, 
and would not he comforted, because her children were no more. 
And that, indeed, is the remediless sorrow, and none else ! 
And therefore God bless us from that, and I will hope well of 
the rest, though I see no apparent hope. But I am sure 
God’s hook mentioneth many of his children in as great dis- 
tress, that have done well after, even in this world 1 I do 
assure you nothing the state can do with me can trouble me 
so much as this news of your being ill doth ; and you see 
when I am troubled, I trouble you too with teifious kindness; 
for so I think you will account so long a letter, yourself not ‘ 
having written to me this good while so much as how you 
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do. But, sweet sir, I speak not this to trouble you with 
writing but when you please. Be well, and I shall account 
myself happy in being 

Your faithful loving wife, 

‘‘Ann. 

In examining the manuscripts of this lady, the defect of 
dates must be supplied by our sagacity. The following pe- 
tition,’’ as shecaUs it, addressed to the king in defence of her 
secret marriage, must have been written at this time. She 
remonstrates with the king for what she calls his neglect of 
her, and while she fears to be violently separated from her 
husband, she asserts her cause with a firm and noble spirit, 
which was afterwards too severely tried ! 

“ TO THE KiHa. 

‘‘may it tlease toto most excellent majesty. 

“I do most heartily lament my hard fortune that I 
should offend your majesty the least, especially in that 
whereby I have long desired to merit of your majesty, as 
appeared before your majesty was my sovereign. And though 
your majesty’s neglect of me, my good liking of this gentle- 
man that is my husband, and my fortune, drew me to a con^ 
tract before I acquainted your majesty, I humbly beseech 
your majesty to consider how impossible it was for me to 
imagine it could be offensive to your majesty, Immgfew days 
before given me your royal consent to bestow myself on any 
subject of your majestf s (which likewise your majesty had 
done long since). Besides, never having been either prohi- 
bited any, or spoken to for any, in this land, by your ma- 
jesty, these seven years that I have lived in your majesty’s 
house, I could not conceive that your majesty regarded my 
marriage at all ; whereas if your majesty had vouchsafed to 
tell me your mind, and accept the firee-wiU offering of my 
obedience, I would not have offended your majesty, of whose 
gracious goodness I presume so much, that if it loere now as 
convenient in a worldly resjject, as malice mahe it seem, to 
separate us, whom Qod hath joined, your majesty would not 
do evil that good might come thereof, nor make me, that 
have the honour to be so near your majesty in blood, the first 

* Harl. MSS. 7003. 
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precedent that ever was, though our princes may have left 
some as little imitable, for so good and gracious a king as 
your majesty, as David’s dealing with Uriah. But I assure 
myself, if it please your majesty in your own wisdom to con- 
sider thoroughly of my cause, there will no solid reason 
appear to debar me of justice and your princely favour, which 
I will endeavour to deserve whilst I breathe.” 

It is indorsed, “A copy of my petition to the Eling’s 
Majesty.” In another she implores that “ If the necessity 
of my state and fortune, together with my weakness, have 
caused me to do somewhat not pleasing to your majest}-^, let 
it be all covered with the shadow of your royal benignity,” 
Again, in another petition, she writes: — 

“ Touching the offence for which I am now punished, I 
most humbly beseech your majesty, in your most princely 
wisdom and judgment, to consider in what a miserable state 
I had been, if I had taken any other course than I did ; for 
my own conscience witnessing before God that I was then 
the wife of him that now I am, I could never have matched 
any other man, but to have lived all the days of my life as a 
harlot, which your majesty would have abhorred in any, 
especially in one who hath the honour (how otherwise unfor- 
tunate soever) to have any drop of your majesty’s blood in ‘ 
them.” 

I find a letter of Lady Jane Drummond, in reply to this 
or another petition, which Lady Drummond had given the 
queen to present to his majesty. It was to learn the cause 
of Arabella’s confinement. The pithy expression of James 
the First is characteristic of the monarch ; and the solemn 
forebodings of Lady Drummond, who appears to have been a 
lady of excellent judgment, showed, by the fate of Arabella, 
how they were true ! 

“ IiADY JA20) nEXJMMOlO) TO, LADY ABABELI.A. 

Ansfuoering Tiefi* sprayer to know the cause of her confinement. 

This day her majesty hath seen your ladyship’s letter. 
Her majesty says, that when she gave your ladyship’s peti- ^ 
tion to his majesty, he did take it well enough, but gave no 
other answer than that ye had eaten of the forbidden tree. 
This was all her majesty commanded me to say to yo^ * 
ladyship in this purpose ; but withal did remember her kin^y 
to your ladyship, and sent you this little token in witness of 
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the continuance of her majesty’s favour to your ladyship. 
Now, where your ladyship desires me to deal openly and 
freely with you, I protest I can say nothing on knowledge, 
for I never spoke to any of that purpose but to the queen ; 
hut the ivisdom of this state, %oith the exam'ple how some of 
your quality in the like case has heen used, makes me fear 
that ye shall not find so easy end to your troubles as ye expect 
or I wishy 

In return, Lady Arabella expresses her grateful thanks — 
presents her majesty with “this piece of my work, to accept 
in remembrance of the poor prisoner that wrought them, in 
hopes her royal hands will vouchsafe to wear them, which till 
I have the honour to kiss, I shall live in a great deal of 
sorrow. Her case,” she adds, “ could be compared to no other 
she ever heard of, resembling no other.” Arabella, like the 
Queen of Scots, beguiled the hours of imprisonment by 
works of embroidery ; for in sending a present of this kind to 
Sir Andrew Sinclair to be presented to the queen, she thanks 
him for “ vouchsafing to descend to these petty offices to take 
care even of these womanish toys, for her whose serious mind 
must invent some rehixation.” 

The secret correspondence of Arabella and Seymour was 
discovered, and was followed by a sad scene. It must have 
been now that the king resolved to consign this unhappy 
lady to the stiicter care of the Bishop of Durham. Lad^*- 
Arabella was so subdued at this distant separation, that she 
gave way to all the wildness of despair ; she fell suddenly ill, 
and could not ti’avel but in a litter, and with a physician. 
In her way to Durham, she was so greatly disquieted in the 
first few miles of her uneasy and troublesome journey, that 
they would proceed no further than Highgate. The physi- 
cian returned to town to report her state, and declared that 
she was assuredly very weak, her pulse dull and melancholy, 
and very irregular; her, countenance very heavy, pale, and 
wan ; and though free from fever, he declared her in no case 
fit for travel. The king observed, “ It is enough to make 
any sound man sick to be carried in a bed in that manner she 
is ; much more for her tchose imyatient and unquiet spirit 
Jieapeth upon herself far greater indisposition of body than 
otherwise she would havel^ His resolution, however, was, 
that “she should proceed to Durham, if he were king!” 

“ We answered,” replied the Doctor, “ that we made no doubt 
of her obedience.” — “ Obedience is that required,” replied the 
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king, which being performed, I will do more for her than 
she expected 

The king, however, with his usual indulgence, appears to 
have consented that Lad^^ Ai’abella should remain for a month 
at Highgate, in confinement, till she had sufiieiently reco^ 
vered to proceed to Durham, where the bishop posted, un- 
accompanied by his charge, to await her reception, and to tlio 
great relief of the friends of the lady, who hoped she was still 
within the reach of their cares, or of the roj^al favour. 

A second month’s delay 'was granted, in consequence of 
that letter which we have before noticed as so impressive and 
so elegant, that it was commended by the king, and applauded 
by Piince Henry and the council. 

" Dut the day of her departure hastened, and the Lady 
Ai'abella betrayed no symptom of her first despair. She 
openly declared her resignation to her fate, and showed her 
obedient willingness, by being even over-careful in little pre* 
parations to make easy a long journey. Such tender grief 
bad won over the hearts of her keepers, who could not but 
sympathise with a princess whose love, holy and wedded too, 
was crossed only by the tyranny of statesmen. But Arabelk 
had not within that tranquillity with which she had lulled 
her keepers. She and Seymour had concerted a flight, as 
hold in its plot, and as beautifully wild, as any recorded in 
romantic story. The day preceding her departure, Arabella 
found it not difficult to persuade a female attendant to consent 
that she would suffer her to pay a last visit to her husband, 
and to wait for her return at an appointed hour. More soli- 
citous for the happiness of lovers than for the repose of kin^, 
this attendant, in utter simplicity, or with generous sympathy, 
assisted the Lady Arabella in dressing her in one of the most 
elaborate disguisings. “She drew a pair of large French- 
fashioned hose or trowsers over her petticoats ; put on a man’s 
doublet or coat ; a peruke such as men wore, whose long locks 
covered her own ringlets ; a black hat, a iDlack coat, russet 
boots with red tops, and a rapier by her side. Thus accoutred, 
the Lady Arabella stole out with a gentleman about three 
o’clock in the afternoon. She had only proceeded a mile and 
a half, when they stopped at a poor inn, where one of her con- 
federates 'vtras Avaiting with horses, yet she was so sick and 
faint, that the ostler, who held her stiiTup, observed, that 

’These particulars I derive from the manuscript letters among tihe 
papers of Arabella Stuart, Harl. MSS. 7003. 
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^^the gentleman could hardly hold out to London.” She 
recruited her spirits by riding; the blood mantled in her 
face; and at six o’clock our sick lover reached Blackwall, 
where a boat and servants were waiting. The watermen were 
at first ordered to Woolwich ; there they were desired to push 
on to Gravesend; then to Tilbury, where, complaining of 
fatigue, they landed to refresh ; but, tempted by their freight, 
they reached Lee. At the break of morn, they discovered a 
French vessel riding there to receive the lady; but as Seymour 
had not yet arrived, Arabella was desirous to lie at anchor for 
her lord, conscious that he would not fail to his appointment. 
If he indeed had been prevented in his escape, she herself 
cared not to preserve the freedom she now possessed ; but her 
attendants, aware of the danger of being overtaken by a 
king’s ship, overruled her wishes, and hoisted sail, which 
occasioned so fatal a termination to this romantic adventure. 
Seymour indeed had escaped from the Tower ; he had left his 
servant watching at the door, to warn all visitors not to dis- 
turb his master, who lay ill of a raging toothache, while 
Seymour in disguise stole away alone, following a cart which 
had brought wood to his apartment. He passed the warders ; 
he reached the wharf, and found his confidential man waiting 
with a boat ; and he arrived at Lee. The time pressed ; the 
waves were rising ; Arabella was not there ; but in the dis- 
tance he descried a vessel. Hiring a fisherman to take him 
on board, to his grief, on hailing it, he discovered that it 
wtis not the French vessel charged with his Arabella. In 
despair and confusion, he found another ship from iN'ew- 
castle, which for a good sum altered its course, and landed 
him in Flanders, in the meanwhile, the escape of Arabella 
was first known to government ; and the hot alarm which 
spread may seem ludicrous to us. The political consequences 
attached to the union and the flight of these two dovCs from 
their cotes, shook with consternation the grey owls of the 
cabinet, more particularly the Scotch party, who, in their 
terror, paralleled it with the gunpowder treason ; and some 
political danger must have impended, at least in their imagina- 
tion, for Prince Henry partook of this cabinet panic. 

Confusion and alarm prevailed at court; couriers were 
-despatched swifter than the winds wafted the unhappy 
Arabella, and all was hurry in the seaports. They sent to 
the Tower to warn the lieutenant to be doubly vigilant over 
Seymour, who, to his surprise, discovered that his prisoner 

L L 3 
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had ceased to be so for several horn's. J ames at first was for 
issuing a proclamation in a style so angr}^ and vindictive, that 
it required the moderation of Cecil to preserve the dignity 
while he concealed the terror of his majesty. By the admiral’s 
detail of his impetuous movements, he seemed in pursuit of 
an enemy’s fleet; for the courier is urged, and the post- 
masters are roused by a superscription, which warned them 
of the eventful despatch : “ Haste, liaste, post haste ! Haste 
for your life, your life The family of the Seymours were 
in a state of distraction; and a letter from Mr. Francis 
Seymour to his grandfather, the Earl of Hertford, residing 
then at his seat far remote from the capital, to acquaint him of 
the escape of his brother and the lady, still bears to posterity 
a remarkable evidence of the trepidation and consternation 
of the old earl ; it arrived in the middle of the night, accom- 
panied by a summons to attend the privy council. In the 
perusal of a letter written in a small hand, and filling more 
than two folio pages, such was his agitation, that in holding 
the taper he must have burnt what he probably had not read ; 
the leker is scorched, and the flame has perforated it in so 
critical a part, that the poor old carl journeyed to town in a 
state of uncertainty and confusion. Nor was his terror so un* 
reasonable as it seems. Treason had been a political calamity 
with the Seymours. Their progenitor, the Duke of Somerset 
the Protector, had found that all his honours,” as Frankland 
strangely expresses it, “ had helped him too forwards to hop 
headless.” Henry, Elizabeth, and James, says the same 
writer, considered that it was needful, as indeed in all sove- 
reignties, that those who wei-e nearest the crown should be 
narrowly looked into for marriage.” 

But we have left the Lady Arabella alone and mournful on 
the seas, not praying for favourable gales to convey her away,, 
but still imploring her attendants to linger for her Seymour ; 
still straining her sight to the point of the horizon for some 
speelr which might give a hope of the approach of the boat 
freighted with all her love. Alas ! never more was Arabella 

* “This emphatic injunction,” observed a friend, “would be effective 
fevhen the messenger could read but in a letter written by the Earl of 
Essex about the year 1597, to the Lord High Admiral at Plymouth, I have 
seen added to the words “Hast, hast, hast, for lyfe!” the expressive 
symbol of « gallows prepared with a halter,, -which could not bo "well mis* 
undei-stood by the most illiterate of Mercuries, thus 
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to cast a single look on her lover and her husband ! She was 
overtaken by a pink in the king’s service, in Calais roads ; 
and now she declared that she cared not to be. brought bade 
again to her imprisonment should Seymour escape, whose 
sSety was dearest to her ! 

The life of the unhappy, the melancholy, and the distracted 
Arabella Stuart is now to close in an imprisonment, which 
lasted only four years ; for her constitutional delicacy, her 
rooted sorrow, and the violence of her feelings, sunk beneath 
the hopelessness of her situation, and a secret resolution in 
her mind to refuse the aid of her physicians, and to wear 
away the faster if she could, the feeble remains of life. But 
who shall paint the emotions of a mind which so much grief, 
and so much love, and distraction itself, equally possessed ! 

What passed in that dreadful imprisonment cannot perhaps 
be recovered for authentic history; but enough is known; 
that her mind grew impaired, that she finally lost her reason, 
and if the duration of her imprisonment was short, it was 
only terminated by her death. Some loose effusions, often 
begun and never ended, written and erased, incoherent and 
rational, yet remain in the fragments of her papers. In a 
letter she proposed addressing to Viscount Fenton, to implore 
for her his majesty’s favour again, she says, Good my lord, 
consider the fault cannot be uncommitted ; neither can any 
more be required of any earthW creature but confession and 
most humble submission.” In a paragraph she had written, 
but crossed out, it seems that a -present of her work had 
been refused ^y the king, and that she had no one about her 
whom she might trust. 

“ Help will come too late ; and be assured that neither pJiy* 
sician nor oilier^ lut tohom I tldnh good^ shall come ahoiot me 

^ Lodge says she “ was remanded to the Tower, where she soon after- 
wards sank into helpless idiocy, surviving in that wretched state till 
September, 1615,” when, with miserable mockeiy of state, she was buried 
in Westminster Abbey, beside the body of Henry Prince of Wales. Bishop 
Corbet wrote some lines on her death, veiy indicative of the poor lady’s 
thoughts : — 

How do I thank ye, death, and bless thy power, 

That I have passed the guai-d, and ’scaped the Tower ! 

And now my pardon is my epitaph, 

And a small coffin my poor carcass hath ; 

For at thy charge both soul and body were 
Enlarged at last, secur’d from hope and fear. 

That amongst saints, this amongst kings is laid ; 

And what my birth did claim, my death hath paid. 
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U'liile I live, till I liave liis majesty’s favour, witliout which I 
desire not to liva And if you remember of old, I dare die, 
so I he not guilty of my own death, and oppress others with 
my ruin too, if there he no other 'way, as God forbid, to whom 
I commit you ; and rest as assuredly as heretofore, if you he 
the same to me, 

“ Your lordship’s faithful friend, A. S.” 

That she had frequently meditated on suicide appears hy 
another letter — “I could not he so unchristian as to he the 
cause of my own death. Consider what the world would con- 
ceive if I should he violently enforced to do it.” 

One fragment we may save as an evidence of her utter 
wretchedness. 

“ In all humility, the most wretched and unfortunate crea- 
ture that ever lived, prostrates itselfe at the feet of the most 
merciful king that ever was, desiring nothing hut mercy and 
favour, not being more aftiieted for anything than for the 
losse of that which hath hinne this long time the onoly com- 
fort it had in the world, and which, if it weare to do again, I 
would not adventure the losse of for any other worldly com- 
fort ; mercy it is I desire, and that for God’s sake !” 

Such is the history of the Lady Arabella, who, from some' 
circumstances not sufficiently opened to us, was an important 
personage, designed by others, at least, to ]>lay a high cha- 
racter in the political drama. Thrice selected as a queen ; 
hut the consciousness of royalty was only felt in her veins 
while she lived in the poverty of dependence. Many gallant 
spirits aspired after her hand, hut when her heart secretly 
selected one beloved, it %vas for ever deprived of domestic 
happiness 1 She is said not to have been beautiful, and to 
have been beautiful ; and her very portrait, ambiguous as her 
life, is neither the one nor the other. She is said to hav^e 
been a poetess, but not a single verse substantiates her claim 
to the laurel. She is said not to have been remarkable for 
her intellectual accomplishments, yet I have found a Latin 
letter of her composition in her manuscripts. The materials 
of her life are so scanty that it cannot be written, and yet we 
have sufficient reason to believe that it would bo as pathetic 
as it would be extraordinary, could we narrate its^ involved 
incidents, and paint forth her delirious feelings. Acquainted 
rather with her conduct than with her character, for us the 
Lady Ababulla lias no palpable historical existence; and 
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we perceive rather her shadow than herself! A writer of 
roiiaance might render her one of those interesting personages 
whose griefs have been deepened by their royalty, and whose 
adventures, touched with the warm hues of love and dis- 
traction, closed at the bars of her prison gate : a sad example 
of a female victim to the state ! 

Through, one dim lattice, fring’d vrilh ivy round, 

Successive suns a languid radiance threw, 

To paint how fierce her angry guardian frown’d. 

To mark how fast her waning beauty flew I 

Skymoub, who was afterwards permitted to return, distin- 
guished himself by his loyalty through three successive 
reigns, and retained his romantic passion for the lady of his 
first afiections ; for he called the daughter he had by his 
second lady by the ever-heloved name of Arabella Stctabt. 


DOMESTIC HISTORY OF SIR EDWARD COKE. 

Sir Edward Coke — or Cook, as now pronounced, and occa- 
sionally so written in his own times — that lord chief-justice 
whose name the laws of England will preserve — has shared 
the fate of his groat rival, the Lord Chancellor Bacon ; for 
no hand worthy of their genius has pursued their story. 
Bacon, ^ busied with nature, forgot himself. Coke who was 
only the greatest of lawyers, reflected with more complacency 
on himself ; for “ among those thirty books which he had 
written with liis own hand, most pleasing to himself was a 
manual which he called Vade Mecum, from whence, at one 
view, he took a prospect of his life past.” This manuscript, 
wdiieh Lloyd notices, was among the fifty which, on his death, 
were seized on by an order of council, but some years after 
were returned to his heir ; and this precious memorial may 
still be disinterred.*' 

^ This conjecture may not be vain ; since this has been ■written, I have 
hciarfl that the papers of Sir Edward Coke are still preserved at Holkham, 
the seat of Mr. Coke ; and I have also heard of others in the possession of 
a noble family. The late Mr. Roscoe told me that he was preparing a 
beaudi’iiljy embellished catalogue of the Holkham library, in which the 
taste of’ the owner would rival his munificence. 

A list of those manuscripts to which I allude may be discovered in the 
Dambeth MSS. Ho. 943, Art. 8 09, described in the catalogue as “A note 
of such things as were found in a trunk of Sir Edward Coke’s by the king’s 
command, 1634,” but more particularly in Art. 371, “ A Catalogue of Sii 
Edward Coke’s Papers then seized and brought to Whitehall.” 
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Coke was “the oracle of law,” but, like too many great 
lawyers, he was so completely one as to have been nothing 
else. Coke has said, “the common law is the absolute per- 
fection of all reason a dictum which might admit of some 
ridicule. Armed with law, he committed acts of injustice ; 
for in how many cases, passion mixing itself with law, simmum 
jus becomes siimma injuria. Official violence brutalised, and 
political ambition extinguished, every spark of nature in this 
great lawyer, when he struck at his victims, public or 
domestic. His solitary knowledge, perhaps, had deadened 
liis judgment in other studies; and yet his narrow spirit 
could shrink with jealousy at the celebrity obtained by more 
liberal pursuits than his own. The errors of the great ai’e as 
instructive as their virtues ; and the secret history of the 
outrageous lawyer may have, at least, the merit of novelty 
although not of paneg^rric. 

Coke, already enriched hy his first marriage, combined 
power with added wealth, in his union with the relict ol* Sir 
William Hatton, the sister of Thomas Lord Burleigh. Family 
alliance was the policy of that prudent age of political inte- 
rests. Bacon and Cecil married two sisters; Walsingham 
and Mildmay two others; Knowles, Essex, and Leicester, 
were linked by family alliances. Elizabeth, who never designed 
to marry herself, was anxious to intermaiTy her court de-» 
pendents, and to dispose of them so as to secure their services 
by family interests.^ Ambition and avarice, which had insti- 
gated Coke to form this alliance, punished their creature, by 
mating him with a spirit haughty and intractable as his 
own. It is a remarkable fact, connected with the character 
of Coke, that this great lawyer suffered his second marriage 
to take place in an illegal manner, and condescended to plead 
ignorance of the laws ! He had been married in a private 
house, without banns or licence, at a moment when the arch- 
bishop was vigilantly prosecuting informal and irregular 
maiTiages. Coke, with his habitual pride, imagined that the 
rank of the parties concerned would have set him above 
such restrictions. The laws which he administered he appears 
to have considered had their indulgent exceptions for the 
great. But Whitgift was a primitive Christian ; and the 
circumstance involved Coke and the whole family in a prose- 
cution in the ecclesiastical court, and nearly in the severest 
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of its penalties. The archbishop appears to have been fully 
sensible of the overbearing temper of this great lawyer ; for 
when Coke became the attorney-general, we cannot but con- 
sider, as an ingenious reprimand, the archbishop’s gift of a 
Greek testament, with this message, that “ He had studied 
the common law long enough, and should henceforward study 
the law of God.” 

The atmosphere of a court proved variable with so stirring 
a genius ; and as a constitutional lawyer. Coke, at times, was 
the stern asserter of the kingly power, or its intrepid im- 
pugner ; but his personal dispositions led to predominance, 
and he too often usurped authority and power with the relish 
of one who loved them too keenly. “You make the laws 
too much lean to your opinion, whereby you show yourself 
to be a legal tyrant,” said Lord Bacon, in his admonitory 
letter to Coke. 

In 1616 Coke was out of favour for more causes than one, 
and his great rival. Bacon, was paramount at the council 
table.’^ Perhaps Coke felt more humiliated by appearing 
before his judges, who were every one inferior to him as 
lawyers, than by the weak triumph of his enemies, who 
received him with studied insult. The queen informed the 
king of the treatment the disgraced lord chief-justice had ex- 
perienced, and, in an angry letter, James declared that “ he 
prosecuted Coke ad ccyrrectionem not acl desirii^ctionem ;'*^ 
and afterwards at the council spoke of Coke “ with so many 
good words, as if he meant to hang him with a silken halter;” 
even his rival Bacon made this memorable acknowledgment^ in 
reminding the judges that “ such a man was not every day to 
be found, nor so soon made as marred.” When his successor 
was chosen, the Lord Chancellor Egerton, in administering 
the oath, accused Coke “ of many errors and vanities for his 
ambitious popularity.” Coke, however, lost no friends in 
this disgrace, nor lost his haughtiness ; for when the new 
chief-justice sent to purchase his Collar of SS., Coke^ returned 
for answer, that “ he would not part with it, but leave it to 
his' posterity, that they might one day know they had a 
chief-justice to their ancestor. ”t 

* Miss Aibin’s Court of James the First appeared two years after this 
article was written ; it has occasioned no alteration. I refer the reader to 
her clear narrative, ii. p. 30, and p. 63 ; but secret liistoiy is rarely dis- 
covered in printed bocks. 

f Those parliculara I find in the manuscript letters of J. Chamberlain. 



532 Domestic History of Sir Edward Coke. 

In this temporary alienation of the royal smiles, Coke 
attempted their renewal hy a project, which involved a 
domestic sacrifice. When the king was in Scotland, and 
Lord Bacon, as lorddceeper, sat at the head of afikirs, his 
lordship was on ill terms with Secretary Win wood, whom 
Coke easily persuaded to resume a former proposal for marry- 
ing his only daughter to the favourite’s eldest hrother, Sir 
J ohn Villiers. Coke had formerly refused this match from 
the high demands of these parvcims. Coke, in prosperity, 

“ sticking at ten thousand a year, and resolving to give only ' 
ten thousand marks, dropped some idle words, that he would 
not buy the king’s favour too dear but now in his adversity, 
his ambition prpved stronger than his avarice, and by this 
stroke of deep policy the wily lawyer was converting a mere 
domestic transaction into an allair of state, whicli it soon 
became. As such it was evidently perceived h}’- Bacon ; he 
was alarmed at this projected alliance, in which he foresaw 
that he should lose his hold of the favourite in the inevitable 
rise once more of his rival Coke. Bacon, the illustrious 
philosopher, whose eye was only blest in observing nature, 
and whose mind was only great in recording his own medi- 
tations, now sat down to contrive the most subtle suggestions 
he could put together to prevent this match ; but Lord Bacon 
not only failed in persuading the king to refuse v.^hat his 
majesty much wished, but finally produced the very mischief 
he sought to avert — a rupture with Buckingham himself, and 
a copious scolding letter from the king, but a very admirable 
one;'“* and where the lord-keeper trembled to find himself 
called “ Mr. Bacon,” 

There were, however, other personages than his majesty 
and his favourite more, deeply concerned in this business, and 
who had not hitherto been once consulted — the mother ai^d 
the daughter 1 Coke, who, in every-day concerns, issued his 
commands as he would his law-writs, and at times boldly, 

Sloane IISS. 4172, (1616). In the quaint style of the times, the common 
speech ran, that Lord Coke had been overthrown by fv>ur P’s — PniUE, 
Prohibitions, Prmmmire, and Prerogative. It is only with his moral 
quality, and hot with his legal controversies, that his personal diameter is 
here concerned. 

* In the Lambeth manuscripts, 936, is a letter of Lord Bacon to the 
king,' to prevent the match between Sir John Villiers and Mrs. Coke. Art. 
63. Another, Art, 69. The spirited and copious letter of James, ‘^to 
the . Lord Keeper,’* is printed in “Lettei-s, Speeches, Charges, &c., of 
Francis Bacon,” by Pr. Birch, p. 133. 
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asserted the rights of the subject, had no othei' paternal 
notion of the duties of a wife and a child than their 
obedience I 

Lady Hatton, haughty to insolence, had been often for- 
bidden both the courts of their majesties, where Lady Comp- 
ton, the mother of Buckingham, was the object of her lady- 
ship’s persevering contempt. She retained her personal 
influence by the numerous estates which she enjo 3 ’’ed in right 
of her former husband. When Coke fell into disgrace, his 
lady abandoned him ! and, to avoid her husband, frequently 
moved her residences In town and country. I trace her with 
malicious activity disfurnishing his house in Holborn, and at 
Stoke*^ seizing on all the plate and moveables, and, in fact, 
leaving the fallen statesman and the late lord chief-justice 
empty houses and no comforter 1 The wars between Lady 
Hatton and her husband were carried on before tbe council- 
board, where her ladyship appeared, accompanied by an 
imposing train of noble friends. With her accustomed 
haughty airs, and in an imperial style. Lady Hatton de- 
claimed against her tyrannical husband, so that tbe lettei'- 
writer adds, “ divers said that Burbage could not have acted 
better.” Burbage’s famous character was that of liichard 
tbe Third. It is extraordinary that Coke, able to defend 
any cause, bore himself so simply. It is supposed that he 
had laid his domestic concerns too open to animadversion in 
the neglect of his daughter ; or that he was aware that he 
was standing before no friendly bar, at that moment being 
out of favour; whatever was the cause, our noble virago 
obtained a signal triumph, and “ tbe oracle of law,” with all 
his gravity, stood before tbe council-table hen-pecked. In 
June, 1616, Sir Edward appears to have yielded at discretion 
to his lady, for in an unpublished letter I find that ‘‘'his 
curst heart hath been forced to yield to more than he ever 
meant ; but upon this agreement he flatters himself that she 
will prove a very good wife.” 

In the following year, 1617, these domestic affairs totally 
changed. ' The political marriage of his daughter with Yilliers 
being now resolved on, the business was to clip the wings of 

* Stoke Pogis, in Puekingliamsliire ; the delightful seat of J. Penn, Ksq. 
It -nras the scene of Gray’s “Long Story,” and the chimneys of the 
ancient house still remain, to mark the locality ; a column on which is fixed 
a statue of Ooke, erected by Mr, Penu, consecrates the former abode of 
its ilhxstrions inhabitant. 
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fierce a bird as Coke had found in Lady Hatton, which 
leH to an extraordinary contest. The mother and daughter 
hated the upstart Villiers, and Sir John, indeed, promised to 
be but a sickly bridegroom. They had contrived to make up 
a written contract of marriage with Lord Oxford, which they 
opposed against the proposal, or rather the order, of Coke. 

The violence to which the towering spirits of the conflict- 
ing parties proceeded is a piece of secret history, of which 
accident has preserved an able memorial. Coke armed with 
law, and, what was at least equally potent, with the king’s 
favour, entered by force the barricadoed houses of his lady, 
took possession of his daughter, on whom he appears never to 
have cast a thought till she became an instrument for his 
political purposes, confined her from her mother, and at 
length got the haughty mother herself impnsoned, and 
brouglit her to account for all her past misdoings. Quick 
was the change of scene, and the contrast was as wonderful. 
Coke, who, in the preceding year, to the world’s surprise, 
proved so simple an advocate in his own cause in the presence 
of his wife, now, to employ his own words, “ got upon his 
wings again,” and went on as Lady Hatton, when safely 
lodged in prison, descnbes, with “ his high-handed tyrannical 
courses,” till the furious lawyer occasioned a fit of sickness 
to the proud crest-fallen lady. “Law! Law! Law!” thun- 
dered from the lips of “ its oracle and Lord Bacon, in his 
apologetical letter to the king for having opposed his “ riot 
■or violence,” says, “ I disliked it the more, because he jus- 
tified it to be law, which was his old song.” 

The memorial alluded to appears to have been conliden*- 
iially composed by the legal friend of Lady Hatton, to 
furnish her ladyship with answers when brought before the 
council-table. It opens several domestic scenes in the house 
of that great lord chief-justice ; hut the forcible simplicity of 
the style in domestic details will show, what I have oiten 
observed, 'that our language lias not advanced in expression 
since the age of James the First. I have transcribed it from 
the original, and its interest must plead for its length. 

TO LADY Hi.TTOK. 

“ Midam, lOtli 1C17» 

“ Seeing these people speak no language but thunder and , 
lightning, accounting this their cheapest and best way to 
work upon you, I would with patience prep^me myself to 
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their extremities, and study to defend the breaches by which 
to their advantage they suppose to come in upon me, and 
henceforth quit the wa 3 ^s of pacification and composition, 
heretofore and unseasonably endeavoured, which, in my 
opinion, lie most open to trouble, scandal, and danger; 
wherefore I will briefly set down their objections, and such 
answers to them as I conceive proper. 

“ The first is, you conveyed away your daughter from her 
father. Answer. I had cause to provide for her quiet. 
Secretary Winwood threatening that she should be married 
from me in spite of my teeth, and Sir Edward Cook dayly 
tormenting the girl with discourses tending to bestow her 
against her liking, which he said she was to submit to his ; 
besides, my daughter daily complained, and sought to me for 
help ; whereupon, as heretofore I had accustomed, I bestowed 
her apart at my cousin-german’s house for a few days, for her 
health and quiet, till my own business for my estate were 
ended. Sir Edward Coke never asked one tolieo'e she teas, o%o 
onore than at other times^ lohen at my ^placing she had heen a 
qm'rter of a year froon hUn, as the year hefoore with my sister 
Burley, 

“ Second. That you endeavoured to bestow her, and to 
bind her to my Lord of Oxford without her knowledge and 
consent. 

“ Upon this subject a lawyer, by way of invective, may 
open his mouth wide, and anticipate every hearer’s judgment 
by the rights of a father; this, dangerous in the precedent 
to others ; to which, nevertheless, this answer may be justly 
returned. 

“Answer. My daughter, as aforesaid, terrified with her 
father’s threats and hard usage, and pressing me to find some 
remedy from this violence intended, J did compassionate her 
condition, and bethought myself of this contract to my Lord 
of Oxford, if so she liked, and thereupon I gave it to her to 
peruse and consider by herself, which she did ; she liked it, 
cheerfully writ it out with her own hand, subscribed it, and 
returned it to me ; wherein I did nothing of my own will,, 
but followed hers, after I saw she was so averse to Sir Thomas 
Yilliers, that she voluntarily and deliberately protested that 
of all men living she would never have him, nor could eveo'^ 
fancy him for a hu,Bband. 

“ {Secondly. By this I put her under no new way, nor into 
any other than her father had heretofore known and approved ; 
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jbr he saw such letters as ray Lady of Oxford had writ to mo 
thereabouts ; he never forbad it ; he never disliked it ; only 
he said they were then too young, and there was time enough 
for the treaty. 

Thirdly. He always left his daughter to ray disposing 
and ray bringing up ; knowing that I purposed her ray for- 
tune and whole estate, and as upon these reasons he left her 
to my cares, so he eased himself absolutely of her, never med- 
dling with lier^ neglecting her^ and caring nothing for her, 

“ The Third. That you counterfeited a treaty from ray 
Lord of Oxford to yourself. 

“Answer, I know it not counterfeit; but he it so, to 
whose injury? If to my Lord of Oxford’s (for no man else 
is therein interested), it must he either in honour or in free- 
hold. Eead the treaty ; it proves neither 1 for it is only a 
complement; it is no engagement presently nor futurely; 
besides the law shows what forgery is ; and to counterfeit a 
private man’s hand, nay a magistrate’s, makes not the fault 
but the cause : wherefore, 

“ Secondly, the end justifies — at the least, excuses the 
fact ; for it was only to hold up my daughter's mind to her 
own choice and liking: for l\er eyes only, and for no other’s, 
that she might see some retribution, and thereby with the 
more constancy endure her imprisonment, having this only 
antidote to resist the poison of that place, company, and eon* 
versation ; myself and all her friends barred from her, and no 
person or speech admitted to her ear, but such as spoke Sir 
Thomas Villiers’s language. 

“ The fourth. That you plotted to surprise your daughter 
to take her away by force, to the breach of the king’s peace 
and particular commandment, and for that purpose had assem- 
bled a number of desperate fellows, whereof the consequence 
might have been dangerous ; and the affront to the king was 
the greater that such a thing was offered, the king being forth 
of the kingdom, which, by example, might have drawn on 
other assemblies to more dangerous attempts. This field* is 
large for a plentiful babbler. 

, “ Answer. I know no such matter, neither in any place 
was there such assembly ; true it is I spoke to Turner to 
provide me some tall fellows for the taking a possession for 
me, in Lincoliishire, of some lands Sir William Mason had 
lately dis-seised me ; but be it they were assembled and con- 
voked to such an end, what was done? was any such thing 
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attempted ? were they upon the place ? kept they the heath 
or the highways by ambuscades ? or was any place, any day, 
appointed for a rendezvous ? No, no such matter ; but some- 
thing was intended : and I pray you what says the law of 
such a single intention, which is not within the view or no- 
tice of the law ? Beside, who intended this — the mother ? 
and wherefore ? because she teas unnaturally and harharously 
secluded from her daughter, and her daughter forced against 
her will, contrary to her vow and liking, to the will of him 
she disliked ; nay, the laws of God, of nature, of man, speak 
for me, and cry out upon them. But they had a waiTant 
from the king’s order from the commissioners to keep my 
daughter in their custody ; yet neither this warrant nor the 
commissioners’ did prohibit the mother coming to her, but 
contrarily allowed her; then by the same authority might 
she get to her daughter, that Sir Edward Cook had used to 
keep her from her daughter ; the husband having no power, 
warrant, or permission from God, the king, or the law, to 
seguester the mother from her own child, she only endeavouring 
the child'' s good, loith the child's liking, and to her preferment ; 
•md he, his private end against the child's liking, without care 
of her preferment; which differing respects, as they justify the 
mother in all, so condemn they the father as a transgressor of 
the rules of nature, and, as a perverter of his rights, as a father 
■md-a husband, to the hurt both of child and wife. 

Lastly, if recrimination could lessen the fault, take this 
in the worst sense, and naked of all the considerable circum- 
stances it hath, what is this, nay, what had the executing of 
this intention been comparatrvely with Sir Edward Cook's 
most notorious riot, committed at my Lord of ArguyVs house, 
when, without comtable or warrant, associated with a dozen 
fellows well weaponed, without cause being beforehand offered, 
to have what he would, he took down the doors of the gate-house 
and of the house itself, and tore the daughter in- that barbarous 
manner from the mother, and would not suffer the mother to 
come near her; and when he was before the lords of the coun-^ 
eil to answer this outrage, he justified it to make it good by 
law^ and that he feared the face of no greatness; a dangerous 
word for the encouragement of all notorious and rebellious 
malefactors ; especially from him that had been the chief jus- 
i/ice of the law ; and of the people reputed the oracle of the 
law ; and a most dangerous bravado cast in the teeth and face 
of the state in the king’s absence, and therefore most consi- 
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derable for the maintenance of authority and the quiet of the 
land ; for if it he lawful for him with a dozen to enter any man’s 
house thus outrageously for any right to which he pretends, 
it is lawful for any man with one hundred, nay, with five hun- 
dred, and consequently with as many as he draw together, to 
do the same, which may endanger the safety of the king’s 
person, and the peace of the kingdom. 

“ The fifth, that you having certified the king you had 
received an engagement from my Lord of Oxford, and the king 
commanding you, upon your allegiance, to come and bring it to 
him, or to send it him ; or not having it, to signify his name 
who brought it, and where he was ; you refused all, by which 
you doubled and trebled a high contempt to his majesty. 

“ Answer. I was so sick on the week before, for the most 
part I kept my bed, and even that instant I was so weak as I 
was not able to rise from it without help, nor to endure the 
air ; which indisposition and weakness my two physicians, Sir 
William Paddy and Dr. Atkins, can affirm true; which so 
being, 1 hope his majesty will graciously excuse tlic necessity, 
and not impose a fault, whereof I am not guilty; and for the 
sending it, I protest to God I had it not ; and lor telling the 
parties, and where ho is, I most humbly beseech his sacred 
majesty, in his great wisdom and honour, to consider how 
unworthy a part it were in me to bring any man into trouble, 
from which I am so far from redeeming him as I can no way 
relieve myself, and therefore humbly crave his majesty, in his 
princely consideration of my distressed condition, to forgive 
me this reservedness, proceeding from that just sense, and the 
rather, for that the law of the land in civil causes, as I am 
informed, no way tieth me thereunto.” 

Among the other papers it appears that Coke accused his 
lady of having “ embezzled all his gilt and silver plate and 
vessell (he having little in any house of mine, but that his 
marriage with me brought him), and instead thereof foisted 
in alhumy^ of the same sorte, fashion, and use, with the illu- 
sion to have cheated him of the other,” Coke insists on the 
' inventory by the schedule 1 Her ladyship says, I made 
such plate for matter and form for my own use at Purheck, 
that serving well enough in the country ; and I was loth to 
trust such a substance in a place so remote, and in the guai^d 
of few ; but for the plate and vessell he saith is wanting, 
they are every ounce within one of my three houses.” She 

* A tern then in use for base or mixed metal. 
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complains that Sir Edward Coke and his son Clement had 
threatened her servants so grievouslv, that the poor men run 
away to hide themselves from his fury, and dare not appear 
abroad. “ Sir Edward broke into Hatton House, sensed upon 
my coach and coach-horses, nay, my apparel, which he de- 
tains ; thrust all my servants out of doors without wages ; 
sent down his men to Corfe to inventory, seize, ship, and 
carry away all the goods, which being refused him by the 
castle-keeper, he threats to bring your lordship’s warrant for 
the performance thereof. But your lordship established that 
he should have the use only of the goods during his life, in 
such houses as the same appertained, without meaning, I 
hope, of depriving me of such use, being goods brought at 
my marriage, or bought with the money 1 spared from my 
allowances. Stop, then, his high tyrannical courses ; for I 
have sulfered beyond the measure of any wife, mother, nay, 
of any ordinary woman in this kingdom, without respect to 
my father, my birth, my fortunes, with ivhich 1 have so highly 
raised him^^ 

What availed the vexation of this sick, mortified, and 
proud woman, or the more tender feelings of the daughter, 
in this forced marriage to satisfy the political ambition of 
the father ? When Lord Bacon wrote to the king respecting 
the strange behaviour of Coke, the king vindicated it, for the 
purpose of obtaining his daughter, blaming Lord Bacon foi? 
some expressions he had used ; and Bacon, with the servilitf 
of the courtier, when he found the wind in his teeth, tacked 
round, and promised Buckingham to promote the matcli he 
so much abhorred.^* Villiers was married to the daughter of 
Coke at Hampton Court, on Michaelmas Day, 1617 — Coke 
was re-admitted to the council-table — Lady Hatton was 
reconciled to Lady Compton and the queen, and gave a 
grand entertainment on the occasion, to which, however, 
the good man of the house was neither invited nor spoken 
of : he dined that day at the Temple ; she is still bent to 
pull down her husband,” adds my informant. The nioral 
close remains to be told. Lady Villiers looked on her hus- 
band as the hateful object of a forced union, and nearly drove 
him mad ; while she disgraced herself by such loose conduct 
as to be condemned to stand in a white sheet, and I believe 
at length obtained a divorce. Thus a marriage, projected by 

* Laaibetli MSS. 936, art, 69 and 73. 
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Of Cokers StijUj and his Conduct, 

ambition, and prosecuted by violent means, closed with that 
utter misery to the parties with which it had commenced ; 
and for onr present purpose has served to show, that when a 
lawyer like Coke holds his high-handed tyrannical courses,” 
the law of nature, as well as the law of which he is “ the 
oracle,” will be alike violated under his roof. Wife and 
daughter were plaintifis or defendants on whom this lord 
chief-justice closed his ear : he had blocked up tlie avenues 
* to his heart with “ Law ! Law ! Law !” his old song !” 

Beyond his eightieth year, in the last parliament of Charles 
the First, the extraordinary vigour of Coke’s intellect flamed 
clear under the snows of age. No reconciliation ever took 
place between the parties. On a strong report of his death, 
her ladyship, accompanied by her brother, Lord Wimbledon, 
posted dow’U to Stoke-Pogis to take possession of his man- 
sion ; but beyond Colebrook they met with one of his phy- 
sicians coming from him with the mortifying intelligence of 
Sir Edward’s amendment, on which they returned at their 
leisure. This happened in June, 1634, and on the following 
September the venerable sage was no more i 


OF COKE’S STYLE, AKB HIS COKDUCT. 

This great lawyer, perhaps, set the example of that style of 
railing and invective in the courts, which the egotism and 
craven insolence of some of our lawyers include in their prac- 
tice at the bar. It may be useful to bring to recollection 
Coke’s vituperative style in the following dialogue, so beauti- 
ful in its contrast wdth that of the great victim before him 1 
The attorney-general had not sufficient evidence to bring the 
olDSCure conspiracy home to Hawleigh, with which, J believe, 
however, he had cautiously tampered. But Coke well knew 
that James the First had reason to dislike the hero of 'his 
age, who was early engaged against the Scottish interests, 
and betrayed by the ambidexterous policy of Cecil. Coke 
stinick at Eawleigh as a sacrifice to his own political ambition, 
.as we have seen he afterwards immolated his daughter ; but 
his personal hatred was now sharpened by the fine genius 
and elegant literature of the man ; faculties and acquisitions 
the lawyer so heartily contemned ! Coke had observed, “ I 
know with whom I deal ; for we have to deal to-day with a 
HAH OE WIT.” 
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Coke. Thou art the most vile and execrable trajtor that 
ever lived. 

Baw/jEIGH. You speak indiscreetly, barbarously, and 
uncivilly. 

Coke. I want words sufficient to express thy viperous 
treason. 

Bawleioh. I think you want words indeed, for you have 
spoken one thing half-a-dozen times. 

Coke. Thou art an odious fellow ; thy name is hateful to 
all the realm of England for thy pride. 

Bawleig-h. It will go near to prove a measuring east 
between you and me, Mr. Attorney. 

Coke. Well, I will now make it appear to the world that 
there never lived a viler viper upon the face of the earth than 
thou. Thou art a monster ; thou hast an English face, but a 
Spanish heart. Thou viper ! for I 'thou thee, thou traitor ! 
Have I angered you ? 

Bawleigh replied, what his dauntless conduct proved — “ I 
am in no case to be angry. 

Coke had used the same style with the unhappy favourite 
of Elizabeth, the Eai’l of Essex. It was usual with him ; the 
bitterness was in his own heart as much as in his words ; and 
Lord Bacon has left among his memorandums one entitled, 

“ Of the abuse I received of Mr. Attorney-General publicly 
in the Exchequer.” A specimen mil complete our model of 
his forensic oratory. Coke exclaimed — “ Mr. Bacon, if you 
have any tooth against me, pluck it out ; for it will do you 
more hurt than all the teeth in your head will do you good.” ^ 
Bacon replied — “ The less you speak of your own greatness, ' 
the more I will think of it.” Coke replied — I think scorn 
to stand upon terms of greatness towards you, who are less 
than little, less than the least.” Coke was exhibited on the 
stage for his ilb usage of Bawleigh, as was suggested by 
Theobald in a note on Twelfth Wight, This style of railing’ 
was ioug the privilege of the lawyers; it was i;evived by 
Judge Jeffreys ; but the bench of judges in the reign of 
William and Anne taught a due respect even to ciirainals, 
who were not supposed to be guilty till they were convicted. 

When Coke once was himself in disgrace, his high spirit 
sunk, without a particle of magnanimity to dignify the fall ; 
his big woi’ds, and his “ tyrannical courses,” when he could 


* State Trials, 
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no lonj^er exult that he was upon his wings again,” sunk 
with him as he presented himself on his knees to the council- 
tahle. Among other assumptions, he had styled himself 
“ Lord Chief- Justice of England,” when it was declared that 
this title was his own invention, since he was no more than 
of the King’s Bench. His disgrace was a thunderbolt, which 
overthrew the haughty lawyer to the roots. When the 
SKfersedeas was carried to him by Sir George Coppin, that 
gentleman was surprised, on presenting it, to see that lofty 
‘‘ spirit shrunk into a very narrow room, for Coke received ^t 
with dejection and tears.” The writer from whose letter/J 
have copied these words adds, 0 tremor et sm])iria non 
cadunt in fortcm et constantem. The same writer incloses, 
a punning distich : the name of our lord chief-justice was in 
his, day very provocative of the pun, both in Latin and Eng- 
lish ; Cicero, indeed, had pre-occupied the miserable trifle. 

/«s condirc Cocus poiiiii; scd coiidci'e jura 

Nonpotuii; poiuit condere jura Cocas, 

Six years afterwards, Coke was sent to the Tower, and then 
they punned against him in English. An unpublished letter 
of the day has this curious anecdote: — The room in which 
lie was lodged in the Touer had formerly been a kitchen ; on 
his entrance, the lord chief-justice read upon the door, “ This 
room wants a Cook 1 ” They twitched the lion in the toils 
which held him. Shenstone had some reason in thanking 
Heaven that his name was not susceptible of a pun. This 
time, however. Coke was ‘‘on his wings;” for when Lord 
Arundel was sent by the king to the prisoner, to inform him 
that he would be allowed “ Eight of the best learned in the 
law to advise him for his cause,” our great lawyer thanked 
the king, “ hut he knew himself to he accounted to have as 
much skill in the law as any man in England, and therefore 
needed no such help, nor feared to be judged by the law.” 


SECRET HISTORY OP AUTHORS WHO HAVE RUINED THEIR 
BOOKSELLERS. 

Atjlus Gellihs desired to live no longer than he was able 
to exercise the faculty of writing ; he migkt have, decently 
added — and of finding I’eaders ! This would be a fatal wish 
for that writer who should spread the infection of weariness, 
without himself partaking of the epidemia. The mere act 
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and habit of writing, without probably even a remote view of 
publication, has produced an agreeable delirium ; and perhaps 
some have escaped from a gentle confinement by having cau- 
tiously concealed those voluminous reveries which remained to 
startle their heirs ; while others again have left a whole library 
of manuscripts, out of the mere ardour of transcription, 
collecting and copying with peculiar rapture. I discovered that 
one of these inscribed this distich on his manuscript collection : 

Plui'a voluminibus jungenda voluiDina nostris, 

Nec mibi scribendi terminus ullus erit : 

which, not to compose better verses than our original, may 
be translated. 

More volumes Tvitb our volumes still shall blend ; 

And to our writing there shall be no end ! 

But even great authors have sometimes so much indulged 
in the seduction of the pen, that they appear to have found 
no substitute for the flow of their ink, and the delight of 
stamping blank paper with their hints, sketches, ideas, the 
shadows of their mind ! Petrarch exhibits no solitary instance 
of this passion of the pen. “ I read and I write night and 
day ; it is my only consolation. My eyes are heavy with 
watching, my hand is weary with writing. On the table 
where I dine, and h3/ the side of my bed, I have all the mate- 
rials for writing ; and when I awake in the dark, I write, 
although I am unable to read the next morning what I have 
written.’^ Petrarch was not always in his perfect senses. 

The copiousness and the multiplicity of the writings of 
many authors have shown that too many find a pleasure in 
the act of composition which they do not communicate to 
others. Great erudition and every-day application is the 
calamity of that voluminous author, who, without good 
sense, and, what is more rare, without that exquisite judg- 
ment, which we call good taste, is always prepared to write 
on any subject, hut at the same time on no one reasonably. 
At the early period of printing, two of the most eminent 
printers were ruined by the volumes of one author; w-e have 
their petition to the pope to he saved from bankruptcy. 
Nicholas de Lyra had inveigled them to print his inter- 
minable commentary on the Bible. Their luckless star pre- 
vailed, and their warehouse groaned with eleven hunJred 
ponderous folios, as immovable as the shelves on which 
for ever reposed! We are astonished at the fertility and the 
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size of our own writers of the seventeenth century, when the 
theological war of words raged, spoiling so many pages and 
brains. They produced folio after folio, like almanacs ; and 
Dr. Owen and Baxter wrote more than sixty to seventy 
volumes, most of them of the most formidable size. The 
truth is, however, that it was then easier to write up to a 
folio, than in our days to write down to an octavo ; for cor- 
rection, selection, and rejection were arts as yet unpractised. 
They went on with their work, sharply or bluntly, like witless 
mowers, without stopping to whet their scythes. They were 
inspired by the scribbling demon of that rabbin, wlio, in his 
oriental style and mania of volume, exclaimed that were “ the 
heavens formed of paper, and were the trees of the earth 
pens, and if the enthe sea run ink, these only could suffice’ ’ 
for the monstrous genius he was about to discharge on the 
world. The Spanish Tostatus wrote thx'ee times as many 
leaves as the number of days he had lived ; and of Lope de 
Vega it is said this calculation came rather short. We hear 
of another who was unhappy that his lady had produced 
twins, from the circumstance that hitherto ho had contrived 
to pair his labours with her own, but that now ho was a book 
behindhand. 

I iix on four celebrated SoribleTi to give their secret his- 
tory ; our Prynne, Gaspar Barthius, the Ahb6 do Marolles, 
and the Jesuit Theophiius Eaynaud, who will all show that 
a book might he written on “ authors whose works have 
ruined their booksellers.” 

Prynne seldom dined: every three or four hoiu’s he 
munched a manchet, and refreshed his exhausted spirits with 
ale brought to him by his servant ; and when he was put 
into this road of writing,” as crabbed Anthony telleth, he 
fixed on a long quilted cap, which came an. inch over his 
eyes, serving as an umbrella to defend them from too much 
light;” and then hunger nor thirst did he experience, save 
that of his voluminous pages. Prynne has written a library 
amounting, I think, to nearly two hundred books. Our un- 
lucky author, whose life was involved in authorship, and his 
happiness, no doubt, in the habitual exuberance of his pen, 
seems to have considered the being debarred from pen, ink, 
and books, during his imprisonment, as an act more barbarous 
than the loss of fiis ears.* The extraordinary perseverance 

* Pry^re ’srr.s condemned for his “ Histriomastix,” a hook against 
acicrs u :: l \ acrinj, in which he had indulged in severe remarks on female 
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of Prymie in this fever of the pen appears in the following 
title of one of his extraordinary volumes. “ Comfortable 
Cordials against discomfortable Pears of Imprisonment ; con- 
taining some Latin Verses, Sentences, and Texts of Scripture, 
'Written hy Mr. Wrn. Frynne, on his Chamher Walls, in the 
Tower of London, during his imprisonment there ; translated 
by him into English Verse, 1641.’’ Prynne literally verified 
Pope’s description : 


Is there, who locked from ink and paper,' scrawls 
With desperate charcoal round his darkened walls. 


»We have also a eatalogue of printed books, written by 
Wm. Prynne, Esq., of Lincoln’s Inn, in these classes. 


Befoee 

Dueino 

and 

Since 


his imyrisonment. 


with this motto, “ Jucundi aeti labores,” 1643. The secret 
history of this voluminous author concludes with a charac- 
teristic event : a contemporary who saw Prynne in the pillory 
at Cheapside, informs us that while he stood there they 
“ burnt his huge volumes under his nose, which had almost 
sulFocated him.” Yet such was the spirit of party, that a 
puritanic sister bequeathed a legacy to purchase all the 
works of Prynne for Sion College, where many still repose ; 
for, by an odd fatality, in the fire which happened in that 
library these volumes were saved, from the idea that folios 
were the most valuable 

The pleasure which authors of this stamp experience is of 
a nature which, whenever certain unlucky circumstances 
combine, positively debarring them from publication, will 
not abate their ardour one jot ; and their pen will still luxu- 
riate in the forbidden page which even booksellers refuse to 
publish. Many instances might he recorded, but a very 


performers ; and Henrietta Maria karing frequently personated parts in 
<7onrt Masques, the offensive words were declared to have been levelled at 
her. He Vas condemned to fine and imprisonment, was pilloried at West- 
minster and Cheapside, and had an ear cut off at each place. 

^ Prynne, who ultimately quarrelled with the Puiitans, was made 
K!eeper of the Records of the Power by Charles the Second, who was advised 
thereto by men who did not know how else to keep “ busy Mr, Prynne” out 
of political pamphleteering. He went to the work of investigation with 
avidity, and it was while so employed that he followed the mode of life nar* 
inted in the preceding page. 
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striking one is tlie case of Gaspar Bartlnus, whose “ Adver- 
saria,” in two volumes folio, ai’e in the collections of the 
curious. 

Barthius was horn to literature, for Baillet has placed him 
among his “Enfans Celebres.” At nine years of age he 
recited by heart all the comedies of Terence, without missing 
a line. The learned admired the puerile prodigy, while the 
prodigy was writing hooks before he had a beard. He be- 
came, unquestionably, a student of very extensive literature, 
modern as well as ancient. Such was his devotion to a lite- 
rary Hie, that he retreated from the busy world. It appears 
that his early productions were composed more cavelully and 
judiciously than his latter ones, when the passion for volu- 
minous writing broke out, which showed itself by the usual 
prognostic of this dangerous disease — extreme facility of com- 
position, and a pride and exultation in this unhappy faculty. 
He studied without using collections or references, trusting 
to his memory, which was probably an extraordinary one, 
though it necessarily led him into many errors in that deli- 
cate task of animadverting on other authors. Writing a very 
neat hand, his first copy required no transcript ; and he 
boasts that he rarely made a correction : everything was 
sent to the press in its first state. He laughs at Statius, 
who congratulated himself that he employed only two days 
in composing the epithalamiurn upon Stella, containing two 
hundred and seventy-eight hexameters. This,’* says Bar- 
thius, “ did not quite lay him open to Horace’s censure of 
the man who made two hundred verses in an hour, ^ staiis 
pede in imo.’ Hot,” adds Barthius, “hut that I think tho 
censure of Horace too hyperbolical, for I am not ignorant 
what it is to make a great number of verses in a short time, 
and in three days I translated into Latin the three first 
hooks of the Iliad, which amount to above two thousand 
verses.” Th\is rapidity and volume were the great enjoy- 
ments of this learned man’s pen, and now we must look to 
the fruits, 

Barthius, on the system he had adopted, seems to have 
written a whole library ; a circumstance which we discover 
hy the continual references he makes in his printed works to 
his manuscript productions. In the Index A utlioruon to hh 
Statius, he inserts his own name, to which is appended a long 
list of unprinted works, which Bayle thinks, by their titles 
and extracts, conveys a very advantageous notion of them. 
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All these, and many such as thesv^, he generously oifercd the 
world, would any bookseller be intrepid or courteous enough 
to usher them from his press ; but their cowardice or incivi- 
lity was intractable. The truth is now to be revealed, and 
seems not to have been known to Bayle*; the booksellers had 
been formerly so cajoled and complimented by our learned 
author, and had heard so much of the celebrated Barthius, 
that the}’' had caught at the bait, and that the two folio- 
volumes of the much referred-to ‘‘Adversaria” of Barthius 
had thus been published — but from that day no bookseller 
ever oliercd himself to publish again ! 

The “ Adversaria” is a collection of critical notes and 
quotations from ancient authors, with illustrations of their 
manners, customs, laws, and ceremonies ; all these were to be 
classed into one hundred and eighty books ; sixty of which 
we possess in two volumes folio, with eleven indexes. The 
plan is vast, as the rapidity with which it was pursued : 
Bayle finely chai’acterises it by a single stroke — “ Its immen- 
sity tires even the imagination.” But the truth is, this 
mighty labour turned out to be a complete failure : there was 
neither order nor judgment in these masses of learning ; crude, 
obscure, and contradictory ; such as we might expect from a 
man who trusted to his memory, and would not throw away 
his time on any correction. His contradictions arc flagrant ^ 
but one of his friends would apologise for these by telling us 
that “ He wrote everything which offered itself to his imagi- 
nation ; to-day one thing, to-morrow another, in order that 
when he should revise it again, this conti'ariety of opinion 
might induce him to examine the subject more accurately.” 
The notions of the friends of authors are as extravagant as 
those of their enemies. Bai'thius evidently wrote so much, 
that often he forgot what he had written, as happened to- 
another great book-man, one Didymus, of whom Quin- 
tilian records, that on hearing a certain history, he treated 
it as utterly unworthy of credit; on which the teller 
called for one of Didymus’s owm books, and showed 
where he might read it at full length ! That the work 
failed, we have the evidence of Clement in his “ Biblio- 
theque curieuse de Livres difficiles a trouver,” under the arti- 
cle Bay'tliins, where we discover the winding up of the history 
of this book. Clement mentions more than one edition of the 
Adversaria; but on a more careful inspection he detected that the 
old title-pages had been removed for others of a fresher date 
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the booksellers not being able to sell the book practised tin's 
de(‘eption. It availed little ; they remained witli their unsold 
edition of the two first volumes of the Adversaria^ and the 
author with three thousand folio sheets in manuscript — while 
Loth parties compiain’ed together, and their heirs could acquire 
nothing from the works of an autlior, of whom Bayle says 
that his VvTi tings rise to such a prodigious bulk, that one 
■can scarce conceive a single man could he capable of executing 
so great a vaidety ; perhaps no copying clerk, who lived to 
grow old amidst the dust of an office, ever transcribed as 
rnucli as this author has written.” This was the memorable 
late of one of that race of writers who imagine that their 
capacity extends with their volume. Their land seems covered 
with fertility, but in shaking their wheat no ears fall. 

Another memorable brother of this family of the Scribleri 
is the x4hb6 de Marolles, who with great ardour as a man of 
letters, and in the enjoyment of the leisure and opulence so 
necessary to carry on his pursuits, from an entire absence of 
judgment, closed his life with the bitter regrets of a volumi- 
nous author ; and yet it cannot be denied that he has contri- 
buted one precious volume to the public stock of literature ; 
a compliment which cannot be paid to some who have enjoyed 
a higher reputation than our author. He has left us his very 
curious “ Memoirs.” A poor writer indeed, hut the frank- 
ness and intrepidity of his character enable him, while ho is 
painting himself, to paint man. Gibbon was struck by the 
honesty of his pen, for he says in his life, ‘‘The dulness 
of Michael de Marolles and Anthony Wood*"' acquires some 
value from the faithful representation of men and manners.” 

I hfive elsewhere shortly noticed the Abbe de Marolles in 
tlie character of “ a literary sinner ;” hut the e.xtent of his 
sins never struck me so forcibly as when I observed his delin- 
quencies counted up in chronological order in Niceroii’s 
‘‘ Hommes Illustres.” It is extremely amusing to detect the 
swarming fecundity of his pen ; from year to year, with 
author after author, was this translator wearying others, but 
remained himself unwearied. Sometimes two or three classical 

* 1 cannot subscribe to the opinion that Anthony Wood -was a dull man, 
■although be had no particular liking for -works of imagination ; and used 
ordinary poets scurvily I An author’s personal character is often con- 
founded with the nature of bis work. Anthony has sallies at times to 
which a dull man could not be subject ; -v^dthout the ardour of this hermit 
of literature where would he our literary history ? 
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victims in a season were dragged into his slaughter-house. 
Of about seventy works, fifty were versions of the classical 
writers of antiquity, accompanied with notes. But some odd 
circumstances happened to our extraordinary transla,tor in the 
course of his life. Do TEtang, a critic of that day, in his 
“ E-^gles de bien traduire,” drew ail his examples of bad 
translation from our abb6, who was more angx’y than usual, 
and among his circle the cries of our Marsyas resounded. 
De I’Etang, who had done this not out of malice, but from 
urgent necessity to illustrate his principles, seemed very sorry, 
and was desirous of appeasing the angried translator. One 
day in Easter, finding the abb6 in church at prayers, the 
• critic fell on his knees by the side of the translator ; it was 
an extraordmary moment, and a singular situation to termi- 
nate a literary quarrel. You are angry with me,” said Do 
I’Etang, “ and 1 think you have reason ; but this is a season 
of mere}’’, and I now ask your pardon.” — Tn the manner,” 
replied the abb6, “ which you have chosen, I can no longer 
defend myself. Go, sir! I pardon you.” Some days after, 
the abbe again meeting De TEtang, reproached him with 
duping him out of a pardon, which he had no desire to have 
bestowed on him. The last reply of the critic was caustic : 

Do not be so difficult; when one stands in need of a general 
pardon, one ought surely to grant a particular one.” De 
Marolies was subject to encounter critics who were never so 
kind as to kneel by him on an Easter Sunday. Besides these 
fifty translations, of which the notes a,re often curious, and 
even the sense may be useful to consult, his love of writing 
produced many odd works. His volumes were richly hound, 
and freely distributed, but they found no readers! In a 

Discours pour servir de Prefiice sur les Poetes, traduits par 
Michel do Marolies,” he has given an imposing list of “ illus- 
trious persons and contemporary authors who were his 
friends,” and has preserved many singular facts concerning 
them. He was indeed for so long a time convinced that he 
had struck off the true spirit of his fine originals, that I find 
he at several times printed some critical treatise to hack his 
last, or usher in his new version ; giving the world reasons 
why the versions which had been given of that particular 
author, soit en prose, soit en vers, ont 4t6 si peu approuvees 
jusqu’iei.” Among these numerous translations he was the 
first who ventured on the Deipnosophists of Atheuseus, whicli 
still beai*s an excessive price. He entitles his work, “ Les 
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quinzeLivrcs de Deipnosopliists d’Athenee, Ouvmge delieioux 
agreablemeiit divcrsilie et rempU de ISTarrations, s^avantes sur 
toutcs Sortes de Matieres et dc Sujets.” He has prelixed 
various preliminary dissertations; yet, not satisfied with 
having performed this great labour, it was followed by a small 
quarto of forty pages, which might now be considered curious; 

‘‘ Analyse, eu Description succincto des Glioses contenues 
dans les quinzes Livres de Deipnosoplnstes.” He wi'ote, 
“ Quatrains sur les Personnes de la Cour et les Gens de Let- 
tres,” which the curious would now be glad to lind. After 
having plundered the classical geniuses of antiquity by his 
barbarous style, when he had nothing more left to do, he 
committed sacrilege in translating the Bible ; but, in the 
midst of printing, he was suddenly stopped by authority, for 
having inserted in his notes the reveries of the Pre-Adamite 
Isaac Peyrere. He had already revelled on the New Testa- 
ment, to his version of which he had prefixed so sensible an 
introduction, that it w'as afterwards translated into Latin. 
Translation w^as the mania of the xibbe de Marolles. I doubt 
whether he ever fairly awoke out of the heavy dream of the 
felicity of his translations ; for late in life I find him observ- 
ing, ‘*I have employed much time in study, and I have 
translated many books ; considering this rather as an inno- 
cent amusement which I have chosen for my private life, than 
as things very necessary, although they arc not entirely use- 
less. Some have valued them, and others have cared little 
about them ; but however it may be, I see nothing which 
ohlif/cs me io believe that they contain not at least as mnclirjooil 
as had, both for their own matter and the form which I have 
given to them.” The notion he entertained of his trans- 
lations was their closeness; he was not aware of his own 
spiritless style ; and he imagined that poetry only consisted 
in the thoughts, not in grace and harmony of verse. He in- 
sisted that by gi'ving tlie public his numerous ti’anslations, he 
was not vainly mulriplying books, because he neither dimi- 
nishied nor i'.crua-ed tiicir ideas in his faithful versions. He 
had a curious notion that some were more scrupulous than 
they ought to be respecting translations of authors who, 
living so many ages past, are rarely read from the difficulty 
of understanding them ; and why should they imagine that* 
a translation is injurious to them, or would occasion the utter 
neglect of the originals ? We do not think so highly of 
bur own works,” says the indefatigable and modest abbe; 
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“ but neither do I despair that they may be useful even to 
these scrupulous persons. I will not suppress the truth, while 
I am noticing these ungrateful labours ; if they have given 
me much pain by my assiduity, they have repaid me b}^ the 
fine things they have taught me, and by the opinion which 
I have conceived that posterity, more just than the present 
times, will award a more favourable judgment.’* Thus a 
miserable translator terminates his long labours, by drawing 
his bill of fame on posterity, which his contemporaries will 
not pay ; but in these cases, as the bill is certainly lost be- 
fore it reaches acceptance, why should we deprive the drawers 
of pleasing themselves with the ideal capital ? 

Let us not, however, imagine that the Abb6 de Marolles 
was nothing but the man he appears in the character of a 
voluminous translator ; though occupied all his life on these 
miserable labours, he was evidently an ingenious and nobly- 
minded man, whose days were consecrated to literary pursuits, 
and who was among the primitive collectors in Europe of fine 
and curious prints. One of his works is a “ Catalogue des 
Livres d’Estampes et de Figures en Taille-douce.” Paris, 
1666, in 8vo. In the preface our author declares, that he 
had collected one hundred and twenty-three thousand four 
hundred prints, of six thousand masters, in four hundred large 
volumes, and one hundred and twenty small ones. This 
magnificent collection, formed by so much care and skill, he 
presented to the king ; whether gratuitously given or other- 
wise, it was an acquisition which a monai'ch might have 
thankfully accepted. Such was the habitual ardour of our 
author, that afterwards he set about forming another collec- 
tion, of wliicli he has also given a catalogue in 1672, in 12 mo. 
Both tliese catalogues of prints are of extreme rarity, and are 
yet so highly valued by the connoisseurs, that when in France 
I could never obtain a copy. A long life may be passed 
without even a sight of the ‘‘ Catalogue des Livres d’Estampes” 
of the Abbe de Marolles.^* 

Such are the lessons drawn from this secret history of 

* These two catalogues have always 136611 of extreme rarity and price. 
Dr. Lister, when at Paris, 16 GS, noiLcrs this circumstance. I have since 
met with them in the very curious collections of ray friend, Mr. Douce, who 
has uniques, as well as rarities. The monograms of onr old masters in one 
of these catalogues ai-e more correct than in some later puolications ; and 
the whole plan and arrangement of these catalogues of prints are peculiar 
and interesting. 
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voluminous writers. We see one venting his mania in scrawl- 
ing on his prison walls; another persisting in writing folios 
while the hooksellors, Avho were once caught, like Ileynard 
who had lost his tail, and whom no arts could any longer prac- 
tise on, turn away from the new trap ; and a tliird, who can 
acquire no readers but by giving his books away, gro\ving 
gre}^ in scourging the sacred genius of antiquity by his meagre 
versions, and dying without having made up bis mind, whe- 
ther he were as wofiil a translator as some of his contempo- 
raries had assured him. 

Among tliese worthies of the Scribleri we may rank the 
Jesuit, Theophilus Eaynaud, once a celebrated name, eulogised 
by Bayle and Patin. Plis collected works fill twenty folios j 
an edition, indeed, which finally sent the bookseller to the 
poor-house. Tliis enterprising bibliopolist had heard much 
of the prodigious erudition of the writer ; but he had not the 
sagacity to discover that other literary qualities were also 
required to make twenty folios at all saleable. Of these 
“ Opera omnia” perhaps not a single copy can be found in 
England ; hut they may be a pennyworth on the continent. 
Eaynaiid’s' works are theological ; but a system of grace 
maintained by one work and pulled down by another, has 
ceased to interest mankind : the literature of the divine is of 
a less ponshable nature. Beading and writing through a life 
of eighty years, and giving only a quarter of an hour to his 
dinner, with a vigorous memory, and a whimsical taste for 
some singular subjects, he could not fail to accumulate a mass 
of knowledge which may still be useful for the curious ; and 
besides, Baynaud had the Ilitsonian characteristic. He was 
one of those who, exemplary in their own conduct, with a 
bitter zeal condemn whatever does not agree with their own 
notions ; and, ho^vever gentle in their nature, yet will set no 
limits to the ferocity of their pen. Baynaud was often in 
trouble with the censors of his books, and much more with 
his adversaries ; so that he frequently had recourse to pub- 
lishing under a fictitious name. A remarkable evidence of 
this is the entire twentieth volume of his works. It consists 
of the numerous writings published anonymously, or to 
’which were prefixed nom^ ch giterre. This volume is de- 
scribed by the whimsical title of Apoioom^cstis ; explained to 
us as the name given by the Jews to the scape-goat, which, 
tvben loaded with ,all their maledictions on its head, was 
driven away into the desert. These contain all Baynaud’s 
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numerous diatribes; for whenever he was rci'ited, he wai+ 
always refuting ; he did not spare his best friencl.^j. The titll^ 
of a work against Arnauld will show how ht' treated his 
adversaries. ‘‘ Arnauldus redivivus natus Brixiiti seculo xii, 
renatus in Grallise setate nostra.” He dexterously applies the 
name of Arnauld by comparing him wuth one of the same 
.name in the twelfth century, a scholar of Abelard’s, and a 
turbulent enthusiast, say the Bomish writers, who was burnt 
alive for having written against the luxury and the power of 
the priesthood, and for having raised a rebellion against the 
pope. V/hen the learned Do Launoi had suecessfally at- 
tacked the legends of saints, and was called the Heniehewr de 
Saints, — the “TJnnicher of Saints,” every parish priest 
trembled for his favourite. Eaynaud entitled a libel on this 
new iconoclast, “Hercules Commodianus Joannes Launoius 
repulsus,” &c. ; he compares Launoi to the Emperor Corn- 
modus, who,' though the most cowardly of men, conceived 
himself formidable when he dressed himself as Hercules. 
Another of these maledictions is a tract against Calvinism, 
described as a “religio bestiarum,” a religion of beasts, be- 
cause the Calvinists deny free will ; but as he always lired 
with a double-barrelled gun, under the cloak of attacking 
Calvinism, he aimed a deadly shot at the Thomists, and par- 
ticularly at a Dominican friar, whom he considered as bad as 
Calvin. Eaynaud exults that he had driven one of his ad- 
versaries to take flight into Scotland, ad pultes Scoficas 
fransyressus----to a Scotch pottage; an expression which 
Saint Jerome used in, speaking of Pelagias. He always ren- 
dered an adversary odious by coupling him with some odious 
name. On one of these controversial books where Casalas 
refuted Eaynaud, Monnoye wrote, “Eaynaudus et Casalas 
inepti ; Eajmaudo tamen Casalas ineptior.” The usual ter- 
mination of what then passed for sense, and now is the re- 
verse I 

I will not quit Eaynaud without pointing out sonic of his 
more remarkable treatises, as so many curiosities of lite- 
rature. 

In a treatise on the attributes of Christ, he entitles a 
chapter, Christies^ bonus, bona, bonum: in another on the 
seven-branched candlestick in the Jewish temple, by an alle- 
gorical interpretation, be explains the encharist ; and adds an 
alphabetical list of names and epithets which have been given 
to this mystery. 
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The seventh volume bears the title of Mariolia : all the 
treatises have for their theme the perfections and the worship 
of the Virgin. Many extraordinary things are here. One is 
a dictionary of names given to the Virgin, with observations 
on these names. Another on the devotion of the scapulary, 
and its wonderful effects, written against Dc Launoi, and for 
which the order of the Carmes, when he died, bestowed a 
solemn service and obsequies on him. Another of these 
Mariolia” is mentioned by Gallois in the Journal des S^a- 
vans, 1667, as a proof of his fertility ; having to preach on 
the seven solemn anther\is which the Church sings before 
Christmas, and which begin b}^ an O I he made this Utter 
only the subject of his sermons, and barren as the letter ap- 
pears, he has struck out “a multitude of beautiful par- 
ticulars.” This literary folly invites our curiosity. 

In the eighth volume is a table of saints, classed by their 
station, condition, employment, and trades : a list of titles 
and prerogatives, which the councils and the fathers have 
attributed to the sovereign pontiff. 

The thirteenth volume has a subject which seems much in 
the taste of the sermons on the letter 0 ! it is entitled L^us 
Brevitatis ! in praise of brevity. The maxims are brief, but 
the commentary long. One of the natural subjects treated 
on is that of looses : he reviews a great number of noses, 
and, as usual, does not forget the Holy Virgin’s, According 
to Raynaud, the nose of the Virgin Mary was long and 
aquiline, the mark of goodness and dignity; and as Jesus 
perfectly resembled his mother, he infers that he must have 
had such a nose. 

A treatise entitled Heteroolita spiritualia ct anomala Bie* 
tatis Terrestrimi, et Infernomm^ contai'us many 

singular practices introduced into devotion, which super- 
stition, ignorance, and remissness, have made a part of 
religion. 

A treatise directed against the new custom of hiring chairs 
in churches, and being seated during the sacrifice of the 
mass. Another on the Caesarean operation, which he stig- 
matises as an act against nature. Another on eunuchs. 
Another entitled Hipparaliiis de Beliyioso Negotlaiore^ is an 
attack on those of his own company ; the monk turned mer- 
chant; the Jesuits were then accused of commercial trafiic 
wi^h, the revenues of their establishment. The rector of a 
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college at Avignon, who thought he was portrayed in this 
honest work, confined Baynaud in prison for five months. 

The most curious work of Baynaud connected with lite- 
rature, I possess ; it is entitled Mrotemaia de malis ac honis 
Jjihris, deque justa aut injmta eorundem confixione. Lug- 
duni, 1653, 4to, with necessary indexes. One of his works 
having been condemned at Borne, he drew up these inquiries 
concerning good and bad books, addressed to the grand in- 
quisitor. He divides his treatise into “bad and noceut 
books ; bad books but not noeent ; books not bad, but 
nocent ; books neither bad nor noeent.” His immense read- 
ing appears here to advantage, and his Bitsonian feature is 
prominent ; for he asserts, that when writing against here- 
tics all mordacity is innoxious ; and an alphabetical list of 
abusive names, which the fathers have given to the hete- 
rodox is entitled Alphaletum lestialitatis Hceretici^ ex 
J^atrum Symbolis. 

After all, Baynaud was a man of vast acquirement,*with a 
great flow of ideas, but tasteless, and void of all judgment. 
An anecdote may be recorded of him, which puts in a clear 
light the state of these literary men. Baynaud was one day 
pressing hard a reluctant bookseller to publish one of his 
works, who replied — “ Write a book like Father Barri’s, and 
I shall be glad to print it.” It happened that the work of 
Barri was pillaged from Baynaud, and was much liked, while 
the original lay on the shelf. However, this only served to 
provoke a fresh attack from our redoubtable hero, who vin- 
dicated his rights, and emptied his quiver on him who had 
been ploughing with his heifer. 

Such are the writere who, enjoying all the pleasures with- 
out the pains of composition, have often apologised for their 
repeated productions, by declaring that they write only for 
their own amusement; but such private theatricals should 
not be brought on the public stage. One Oatherinot all his 
life was printing a countless number of feuilles volantes in 
history and bn antiquities, each consisting of about three or 
four leaves in quarto : Lenglet du Fresnoy calls him “ grand 
auteur des petits livres.” This gentleman liked to live 
among antiquaries and historians ; but with a crooked head- 
piece, stuck with whims, and hard with knotty combinations, - 
all overloaded with prodigious erudition, he could not ease it 
at a less rate than by an occasional dissertation of three or 
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foxir quarto pages. He appears to have published about two 
hundred pieces of this sort, much sought after by the curious 
for their rarity : Brunet complains he could never discover a 
complete collection. But Catherinot may escape “ the pains 
and penalties” of our voluminous -writers, for De Bure thinks 
he generously printed them to distribute among his friends. 
Such endless' writers, provided they do not print themselves 
into an alms-house, may be allowed to print themselves out; 
and we would accept the apology which Monsieur Catherinot 
has framed for himself, which I find preserved in JBeijen 
Memorice Lihrorum Rarioricm, “ I must be allowed my 
freedom in my studies, for I substitute my writings for a 
game at the tennis-court, or a club at the tavern ; I never 
counted among my honours these opuscula of mine, but 
merely as harmless amusements. It is my partridge, as 
with St. John the Evangelist; my cat, as with Pope St, 
Gregory; my little dog, as with St. Dominick; my lamb, 
as with St. Francis ; my great black mastiff, as with Cor- 
nelius Agrippa; and my tame hare, as with Justus Lipsius.” 
I have since discovered in Nieeron that this Catherinot could 
never get a printer, and was rather compelled to study 
economy in his two hundred quartos of four or eight pages ; 
his paper was of inferior quality ; and when he could' not get 
his 'dissertations into his prescribed number of pages, he used 
to promise the end at another time, which did not always 
happen. But his greatest anxiety was to publish and spread 
his works ; in despair he adopted an odd expedient. When* 
ever Monsieur Catherinot came to Paris, he used to haunt 
the g^uaies where hooks are sold, and while he appeared to be 
looking over them, he adroitly slided one of his own disser- 
tations among these old books. He began this mode of 
publication early, and continued it to his last days. He 
died with a perfect conviction that he had secured his 
immortality ; and in this manner had disposed of more than 
one edition of his unsaleable works. JTiceron ha^ given the 
-titles of 118 of his things, which he had looked over. 
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